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Editorial
The Covid-19 is still dominating the news and is still affecting
most aspects of our lives, but at least some of the dust is starting
to settle. I hope that you have been able to visit some castles,
archives or libraries despite the restrictions in certain areas. Over
the summer there have been some excavations and field work
that has taken place, some of which is included in this bulletin
such as discoveries at Soulton Hall.
As you will also see, the CSG is going ahead with a conference
next year in southern Wales centred on Carmarthen. Additionally,
there is a proposed trip to Provence.
Thank you very much to those who have sent pieces or suggested
items for this bulletin. If you have anything you would like to
contribute for the next bulletin, please send it to
Bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk.
Therron Welstead
CSG Bulletin Editor
……………………………………

Diary Dates
Annual CSG Conference, Carmarthen
Thursday 21st April – Sunday 24th April 2022
(see page 2)

Castles in Provence: Proposed CSG tour
2022 date TBC
(see page 3)

Online Talks
(See page 4 for details)

Study Day at Berkeley Castle
Thursday 19th May 2022
(See CSG website for details)
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Castle Studies Group 2022 Annual Conference
Thursday 21st April – Sunday 24th April 2022

Narberth Castle
©T. Welstead

We are pleased to announce that for 2022 the confirmed plan is to
reprise the originally planned, but postponed, Carmarthenshire CSG
conference and AGM. It will be based at the Ivy Bush Royal Hotel,
Carmarthen.
The proposed sites will mainly be in the Pembrokeshire area and will be
predominantly those in private ownership, many of which we have never
been to before as a group. They will (possibly) include visits from the
following wish list: Carmarthen Castle and town; Northern
Pembrokeshire: (Haverfordwest, Roch, Newport, Nevern), Cardigan;
Southern Pembrokeshire (Narberth, Picton, Carew, Upton, Manorbier). It
may also include one or two sites in the Gower peninsula. A final dropoff point will be Swansea Railway Station for delegates catching return
trains, and back to Carmarthen for car drivers.

Manorbier Castle
©T. Welstead

A conference application form will be sent out, and also available from
mid-December on the CSG website and will outline the precautions still
necessary, if applicable,
for Covid 19. Any
members staying at the
hotel and benefiting
from the conference
will do so at their own
risk. Present conditions
allow for a maximum of
50 delegates, and, as
usual, bookings are on a
first come, first served
basis
Chris Jones-Jenkins - Conference Organiser
csgconferenceorganiser@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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Castles in Provence: Proposed CSG tour in 2022
After the trials and tribulations of the last two years, Richard Eales and
Pamela Marshall are tentatively suggesting a CSG tour of Provence in
2022 visiting major castles and fortified sites. At this point we would like
to establish how much interest there might be in such a tour.
Participants need to be members of CSG, although new members are
always welcome. The proposed itinerary has still to be worked out in
detail depending on whether there is enough interest to go ahead
further. As well as castle sites too numerous to be named individually at
this stage, the tour takes in palaces, walled cities, fortified bridges,
Roman sites converted to medieval use, and a few ecclesiastical sites.
The proposed geographical outline is as follows:

Tarascon Castle
©P. Marshall

The city of Avignon and its
environs including: the
Rhone Valley north of
Avignon as far as Mornas;
the Alpilles region and the
Durance valley to the south
and east; the Rhone Valley
to the south, including
Tarascon-sur-Rhone
and
Beaucaire, before moving
on to Arles, Nîmes and
their environs, and ending
in the Camargue with highlights at Saint-Gilles and Aigues-Mortes. There
are airports at Avignon and Montpellier, although rail connections are
also very good.
Proposed dates would be either in late May/June or late
September/early October. If you might be interested in taking part, or
just
hearing
more,
please
contact
Pamela
at
p.marshall752@btinternet.com.
Please
copy
Richard
in
at
r.eales1@btinternet.com.
It might be helpful if you let us know if you would prefer one or other of
the date spans or whether you are neutral on dates.
Pamela Marshall & Richard Eales
……………………………………
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CSG Online Talks

A ‘screen grab’ of
Rachel Swallow’s talk
on Aldford Castle

In the absence of in-person meetings, since January this year the Castle
Studies Group has organised a series of monthly talks, usually taking
place on the last Wednesday of each month. It has been a chance to stay
in touch, see some familiar faces, and experience castles with friends.
Since the start of June, we’ve heard about conservation at Ruthin,
courtesy of Fiona Gale; conservation at Dover from Roy Porter; Aldford
Castle from Rachel Swallow; and slighting from Richard Nevell. As the
organiser, I feel I should point out that the plan was for Richard Oram to
give the June talk but he was unable to join us, so I dusted off my
favourite topic of slighting.
Still to come in 2021, we have a pair of events that promise to bring the
year to a close in style. In November, Will Wyeth will give a talk about
Warkworth Castle and recent fieldwork there. December’s event will
have a couple of differences. Firstly, it will be on a Monday earlier in the
month rather than the last Wednesday; 29th December seemed both too
ambitious to have a large audience, and unfair on the speakers to
prepare! Secondly, it will in fact be a collection of three talks, each 20
minutes long. To finish the year, we will hear from three research
students about their current work: Heidi Richards, Arthur Redmonds, and
Alison Norton.
Registration for November and December’s talk are now open
24th November – Will Wyeth, "A Very Proper House": Recent research on
Warkworth Castle https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165163401179
13rd December – Heidi Richards, Arthur Redmonds, and Alison Norton
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/untitled-csg-event-tickets206431802077
We are lucky that five of our first ten talks could be recorded and are
available to (re-)watch on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/castlestudiesgroup
The talks were set up to fill the gap left by the postponement of our
annual meeting. With the 2022 conference now possible, it’s likely the
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talks will at least become less frequent. Not to mention that hopefully it
will be possible for us to go and do things in 2022! Whatever we decide,
we’ll keep you informed about our plans.
Finally, thank you to all of our speakers who have taken the time to
prepare and deliver excellent talks to our members in one of the most
challenging years.
Richard Nevell
……………………………………

CSG Small Projects Grant
Each year grants totalling up to £1000 are available for castle-related
research and excavation undertaken by CSG members. Members are
invited to send in proposals, which will be reviewed by the Funding
Committee. Applications will be considered on their merits and any
funding will be granted on a one-off basis. Applications should be sent to
the CSG secretary by 31st October for projects in the following year.
Decisions will be agreed by 31st January of each year. Successful
applicants will be expected to submit a report on completion of the
work, which may be published in the CSG bulletin. The application form
can be found here.
……………………………………

Burgen und Schlösser
Issue 2 of Vol. 62 of Burgen und Schlösser (2021/2) focuses on women in
castles with articles by Marina Beck on changes made to the castle of
Pressburg (modern Bratislava) for Maria Theresa (the 18th century
Austro-Hungarian empress), Rainer Atzbach on the castle policy of Queen
Margaret I of Denmark (1375-1412) who also ruled Norway and Sweden in
a personal union, Heiko Lass on the early modern palaces of female
members of the Hohenzollern dynasty and Pia Preu analysing accounts of
c.1400 from two castles in (modern) Germany and Austria for women
owners. All are in German but an English summary is available for each.
Issue 3 of vol. 62 contains articles on the medieval toll collection towers
on the Rhine at Bacharach and (opposite it) at Fürstenberg; the
drawbridges of the ruined ridgetop castle of Wildenburg in the
Odenwald; reconstruction of stove tiles at Klein-Arnsberg in
Obersteinbach (Alsace, France), which had been removed illegally, and
analysis of the spectacular stucco artwork in the renaissance Schloss
Weikersheim (Württemburg).
If you are interested in seeing an article, contact
treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk to arrange copying.
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Heritage Responds, report for COP26

Front page of
Heritage Responds

On 20th October a new report Heritage
Responds,
Taking
positive action on climate change
- was published ahead of the
COP26 climate change conference
in Glasgow. It charts how the UK
heritage sector is taking positive
action on climate change. It was
written
by
the
Historic
Environment Forum’s COP26 Task
Group, which was a collaboration
between 26 of the leading
heritage organisations including
Cadw, English Heritage, Historic
England, Historic Environment
Scotland,
National
Lottery
Heritage Fund, and the National
Trust.
Heritage Responds is the culmination of six months of collaboration by
the members of the Historic Environment Forum and showcases how the
sector is responding to climate change, including investment in
traditional low-carbon building adaptation techniques, nature-based
solutions to mitigate the future impact of climate change, and renewed
efforts to increase the lifespan of heritage assets and save the embodied
carbon which might otherwise be sacrificed in demolition, new
construction, or poor upkeep. The case studies within the report
highlight some of the UK’s leading projects to introduce sustainable
solutions in the historic environment. All the case studies demonstrate
the proactive hard work that is being done by organisations working
across the heritage sector in finding solutions – leading on groundbreaking research, innovating approaches to adaptation, harnessing the
use of technology, retro-fitting historic buildings and reducing carbon
emissions by retaining and reusing existing buildings.
Heritage Responds is online on the Heritage Environment Forum website,
where you can also find the case on the HEF Climate Change Story Map.

6

Castle Studies Group Bulletin Autumn 2021

Conservation of wall paintings at Farleigh
Hungerford Castle

The painting of St
George in Farleigh
Hungerford Castle
©T. Welstead

Conservation work has started on
the medieval wall painting of St
George within the chapel of
Farleigh Hungerford Castle to
prevent the paintings suffering
from deterioration. The paintings
were discovered in 1844 but have
suffered from damp conditions. A
misguided preservative treatment
of application of hot wax was
undertaken between 1931 and
1955. This meant the damp was
trapped
underneath
causing
further damage. The wax was
removed in the 1970s, but this in
turn
caused
flaking.
Past
retouching matching the red
pigments from the under-layer of
paint have irrevocably turned the
backdrop from the intended patterned light grey to rusty pink. As part of
the works, the residual wax will be removed, hot lime grout will be
injected behind flaking paint, plaster will be re-attached and lacunae
(or gaps) in the plaster will be refilled. Conservation work will also be
carried out in the chapel’s west porch with repairs to the plaster and
painted decorations.
The conservation work at Farleigh Hungerford is part of a much larger
project to safeguard the 77 wall paintings that are in the care of English
Heritage. It is partly funded by a fundraising appeal, Save Our Story –
Wall Paintings, launched in 2019.

……………………………………
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Universities: losing archaeology at Sheffield and
Worcester
In the June bulletin, we carried the news that the University of Sheffield
planned to close its archaeology department, while the University of
Chester was considering redundancies, including archaeology staff. Over
the last few months, the picture has changed and overall, not for the
better.
In June, Chester announced that academic positions in the History and
Archaeology department were no longer at risk of redundancy. They
explained that this was due to “voluntary severance, redeployment and
reduced working hours”. Not “good” news exactly, but it could no doubt
have been worse.
The petition to keep Sheffield’s archaeology department open gathered
nearly 48,000 signatures. Despite this, and a further 2,200 letters of
support, in July the university confirmed its decision to close the
department. The university attributed this to “external pressures”
including
“declining
interest
in
studying
archaeology
by
undergraduates”. The Sheffield branch of the University and College
Union is campaigning against the redundancies (alongside those in the
languages department).
In October the University of Worcester confirmed its decision to stop
teaching archaeology from the end of the 2021/22 academic year, with
five teaching staff at risk. While Worcester may be less familiar to those
involved with castle studies, it is another case of archaeology not being
valued. It seems unlikely we have seen the end of closures and
redundancies in academia in areas that effect castle studies.
Universities are heavily dependent on student fees, which make up
about 70% of the funding in the sector. This has dramatically changed
from 2010/11 when funding councils provided the majority of income for
universities. This explains why the perception of a lack of interest
amongst undergraduates in studying archaeology is a key argument used
by universities to discontinue teaching. The government is considering
reducing tuition fees, but does not appear to plan to off-set that by
providing direct funding. If that happens, universities will be examining
how to cut costs.
Richard Nevell
……………………………………
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Proposal to build a visitor centre at
Dunnottar Castle

Dunnottar Castle
©Penelope Dransart

Situated on a steep-sided
promontory jutting into
the North Sea south of
Stonehaven, Dunnottar
Castle
has
featured
prominently throughout
Scottish history. In the
fifteenth century, the
poet known as Blind
Harry called it “a snuk
within the se”. According
to the poet, William
Wallace
successfully
besieged the castle in 1297 and burnt the church and members of an
English garrison who had taken refuge inside. Access to the castle
nowadays is down St Ninian’s Den, which leads to a path across an
isthmus. Visitors pass through the entrance in a wall overlooked by a
barrage of ornamental gun ports in the basement and first floor of a
building called Benholm’s lodging. They then ascend to the top of the
promontory, which has an area of about 1.4ha in extent.
The earliest surviving building on the promontory is a late fourteenthcentury tower built on an L-plan by Sir William Keith, great Marischal of
Scotland. Other buildings include stables, a smithy, a sixteenth-century
tower with cap house, known as Waterton’s Lodging, and a remarkably
extensive “Palace” arranged round a quadrangle. There is also a kirk or
chapel, which is of sixteenth-century construction, with masonry from
twelfth- or thirteenth-century lancet windows built into its south wall.
In the fourteenth century, the parish church of Dunnottar had been
moved from its site on the promontory to a site further inland just
south of the Carron Water.
Dunnottar Castle is famous for being the place where the Honours of
Scotland and royal documents were saved from Cromwell’s troops. The
crown, sceptre and sword were lowered down the rocks, where
Christian Grainger was feigning the role of a seaweed gatherer. She
received the regalia and took them to Kinneff church, where they
remained hidden under the floor until the Restoration in 1660. It is said
that Anne Lindsay smuggled out the documents in her garments when
she was allowed to visit the wife of the castle’s governor. Dunnottar
Castle is infamous as the place of imprisonment where Covenanters,
122 men and 45 women, were forced to spend two months in 1685 in
the cramped store now called the “Whigs’ Vault”. The survivors who
9
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refused to swear the oath of allegiance were transported to East New
Jersey.
During the 1997 CSG conference to north-east Scotland, delegates
gathered on the adjacent cliff top where Geoffrey Stell gave a talk in
blustery weather conditions. Visitors to the castle can follow a coastal
path from Stonehaven. Alternatively, there is a car park next to the
Coastal Tourist Route.
This car park is provided by Dunecht Estates, which has owned,
restored and managed the castle and access to it since 1919. George
Pearson, the current owner, has now opened a public consultation
concerning a proposal to build a visitor centre and car park extension in
order to accommodate a growing number of visitors. This proposal also
includes the building of new houses on land immediately west of the
Coastal Tourist Route as an enabling development to help fill a funding
gap. Anyone who wishes to respond to the proposal is encouraged to
consult the web page: https://www.dunnottarcastle.co.uk/visitorcentre-consultation
Comments on the proposal may be sent by 24 November via the
website, by email or by letter to Estates Office, Dunecht, Westhill,
AB32 7AW. Further details are available on the web page.
This public consultation process is separate from the one which will be
conducted by Aberdeenshire Council Planning Department. To date a
Proposal Application Notice has been submitted to the Council in
anticipation of a formal application.
Below,
Granton Castle. View
from south. 1900
SC 1124561
© Courtesy of HES.

Penelope Dransart
……………………………………

Canmore online gallery of castles
Historic Environment
Scotland has created
an online galley of
images within their
care.
The
gallery
includes images from
the Canmore archives
and includes Aerial
Survey & Recording
team, as well as more
detailed images from
a range of castle
structures. The gallery
can be found here.
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Allegorical castles and a French medieval casket
from Tornaveen House, Scotland
The sale at auction on 20 May 2021 of a previously unreported casket
from Tornaveen House, Aberdeenshire, adds to a corpus of distinctive
medieval caskets carved in ivory (figures 2-5). This select group seems to
have been the product of a Parisian atelier or perhaps closely related
workshops in operation from about 1330 to the middle of the fourteenth
century or later (Koechlin 1924, I: 485; Carns 2005: 69). By the
fourteenth century, a broad range of caskets was being produced, in a
number of different European countries, often depicting the Virgin and
saints. Scenes drawn from courtly literature were also finding their way
into the mix of images. The Tornaveen House casket belongs to a
particular group of caskets which downplayed the outwardly religious
imagery to focus on scenes of courtly love in the setting of a castle and
its surrounding forest. Although panels from incomplete caskets exist in
museum collections, only ten examples of the group were previously
known to have survived intact or in a documentary record.
Bidding for the casket, described in Country Life as “roughly the size of
a small loaf of bread” (Mallalieu 2021), started at £50,000. Ten minutes
later, an anonymous purchaser acquired it for a price of almost £1.45
million, including the buyer’s premium. It was the first time that the
Lyon and Turnbull auction house had sold an object for a seven-figure
sum in the UK. The price raised indicates that the casket, which must
have been greatly prized when it was made in the fourteenth century,
still possesses desirability.

Figure 1,
Lid of a complete ivory
casket in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.
Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan,
1917; The Cloisters
Collection, 1988.
(17.190.173a, b; 1988.16).
Image in public domain

According to Koechlin (1924: 484-486), the visual themes presented on
the different faces of the caskets to which the Tornaveen House example
appears to be related usually have a Chasteau d’amour and a jousting
11
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scene on the lid (figure 1). In the Chasteau d’amour scenes, knights
besiege a castle, filling a trebuchet with roses, while women inside the
castle throw roses at the knights (Loomis 1919; Wheatley 2004; Landewé
2009). Episodes from the story of Aristotle, King Alexander and Phyllis,
the king’s lover, often occur on the front panel, sometimes accompanied
by the tragedy of Pyramus and Thisbe. Scenes from the adventures of
Lancelot and Gawain tend to appear on the rear panel. Themes including
a knight meeting an old man who holds the key to a castle and/or the
deliverance of a young maiden from the clutches of a wild man appear
on the end panels. This pattern, however, was not rigidly followed. The
Tornaveen House coffret diverges quite significantly from this
programme in that wild men make more appearances in the panels
compared with the rest of the group of surviving caskets.

Figure 2
Lid of the Tornaveen
House casket
Photo by courtesy of Lyon
& Turnbull Ltd

On the left hand side of the lid, two wild men carry women on their
shoulders (figure 2). One is a married woman who holds her hands in
prayer, while the other, a maiden, raises hers in supplication. In the next
frame, the wild men lift the women over the battlements of a castle
gatehouse where they are received by other wild men, one wearing a
crown. Another young woman already in the castle holds her hands in
prayer. Below, the open castle gate is guarded by a lion. Knights armed
with shields and swords in the third frame do battle with the wild men
and the lion; they have already stormed the castle. In the fourth frame,
the wild men and lion have disappeared. Three people, perhaps knights,
help lift a maiden into the arms of a knight who has scaled a ladder to
rescue the women.
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Figure 3
Rear panel of the
Tornaveen House
Casket
Photo by courtesy of Lyon
& Turnbull Ltd

In the panel on the rear of the casket, the wild men are in chains (figure
3). There are two wild men in the frame on the left, while their king
walks into the adjacent frame. He is guarded by a knight who bears an
upright sword. The end of the chain is being pulled by a maiden and two
other people. Three knights in the third frame present themselves to a
seated king who carries a sceptre in his hands. A castle gatehouse
occupies the fourth frame. The gateway is open and empty. There are
three people on the battlements, two of them holding their hands in
prayer.

Figure 4
Front panel of the
Tornaveen House
Casket
Photo by courtesy of
Lyon & Turnbull Ltd

Events from different stories are depicted on the front panel (figure 4).
Starting from the left, a knight on horseback carries a woman through
water in which fishes swim. To the left of a scar, where the casket once
had a lock, a man in a cowled headdress raises his right hand to stop a
mounted knight. The same man seems to appear in the next frame right
of the scar, with the liripipe from the end of his headdress cast back
13
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over the shoulders. He holds up the now mutilated stump of his right
hand towards a king, who points down at him from the battlements of a
gatehouse. There are three other men on the battlements as well as a
queen, who has joined her hands in prayer. In the fourth frame, a
downward hanging sword appears between parted curtains over a chair
draped with a cloth.

Figure 5
Right end panel of the
Tornaveen House Casket
Photos of the Tornaveen
House casket by courtesy of
Lyon & Turnbull Ltd

The right end panel of the casket shows a row of men flanking another
who holds an upright sword (figure 5). A parallel row of shields hangs
behind them. They stand behind a wide table draped with cloth, in front
of which a kneeling angel holds a chalice, which is visually aligned with
the hilt of the upright sword. The left end panel is occupied by a pair of
jousting knights.
Scholars have demonstrated how the carvers of the caskets responded to
ancient histories including Arthurian legends to offer new renditions of
well-known tales (Carns 2005: 70; Kertz 2014: 131). The frame showing a
mounted knight carrying a woman through water on the Tornaveen House
casket perhaps depicts Tristan and Isolde fording a river, although in
literary versions Tristan is disguised as a leper who helps her through the
muddy swamp of Mal Pas (Miyashiro 2005: 510). When accused of
adultery with Tristan, this ruse enabled Isolde to claim under oath that
the only men to come between her thighs were her husband King Mark
and the leper who saved her while crossing Mal Pas. A casket in the State
Hermitage Museum depicting the Tristan and Isolde romance includes a
scene in which Tristan is disguised as a pilgrim and carries Isolde through
Mal Pas on his back (Kertz 2014: fig. 6; Gothic Ivories Project). The
woman being carried through water in the Tornaveen House casket wears
a veil and wimple, indicating her married status. If the carving depicts
Isolde, her dress would be in keeping with the story despite the swamp
now being a flowing river or lake.
14
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Frames at the far right of the front panel and the right end panel
perhaps relate to the Queste del saint grail. In the first of these two
scenes, the sword hangs down from between draped curtains over what
could be the Perilous Seat (although the seat in the Arthurian legends is
stone; see Loomis 1997: chapter 22). The downward pointing sword
perhaps was meant to convey a sense of impending peril rather than
depicting Excalibur or the sword awarded to Galahad after he survived
the test to become one of the knights of the Round Table and receive a
vision of the Grail. In the end panel a man holds the sword upright above
a chalice (the Grail?). This personage is larger than the other men
standing with him behind the table and is further distinguished by the
parted curtains above his head. These men have faces which are carved
with less individualism in contrast to the other panels, in which different
categories of people are distinguished by hair styles and headdresses.

Figure 6
Front panel of the
coffret de l’Académie
in Levesque de la
Ravalière (1753:
plate after p. 322)

The scenes with wild men on the Tornaveen House casket are most
closely paralleled in the so-called coffret de l’Académie (figure 6). It is
known from one surviving panel now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art
and eighteenth-century engravings of the complete set of panels
(Levesque de la Ravalière 1753: plates after p. 322; Carns 2005: 79-80).
A characteristic feature of both the coffret de l’Académie and the
Tornaveen House casket concerns the castle entrance. Although the
portcullis is shown in a raised position, in some frames the entrance is
blocked by a lion and in others it is freely open. Jill Mann (1994)
explored how castles and temples allegorised bodies in medieval
literature through their openings. Ezekiel’s vision of the closed
eastward-facing gate in the outer sanctuary of Solomon’s temple
(Ezekiel chap xliv. 1-3) inspired a symbolic tradition based on the Virgin’s
inviolate body, focusing on “gates, doors, opening and closing” (Mann
1994: 193). She examined literary works in which allegorical battles
break the static qualities of the castle or temple as an evocation of the
timelessness of eternal harmonies. Struggles between the virtues and
vices broke the virtuousness of keeping still. Physical movement was
both dangerous and exciting. The ivory caskets do not share the same
15
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spiritual concerns of the literature examined by Mann, but their courtly
themes contrast the static presence of the castle with the danger and
excitement of struggles with wild men, sieges and jousting.
I wish to thank Bas Aarts and Wendy Landewé for valuable assistance in
writing this report.
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Theft of stone from Yester Castle
On 22 October 2021 police in
East Lothian issued an appeal
for information concerning a
“substantial theft of stone”
from Yester Castle, which lies
north of the Lammermuir
Hills in East Lothian. Police
Scotland has also asked
people to report any sightings
The subterranean
of suspicious activity in the
chamber known as Goblin
area surrounding the castle
Ha’ at Yester Castle.
Photo taken in 2016
since the end of July 2021.
©Neil Williamson
Precise description of what
(CC BY-SA 2.0)
has been stolen has not been
released, but reports indicate
that the theft has damaged
walling supporting the vault
in the castle’s underground
hall (Johnston 2021). The
castle is now closed to the
public on grounds of safety.
Yester Castle is designated as
a scheduled monument under the terms of the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act 1979. The police appeal for information states
that unauthorised changes or removals from the monument are offences
liable to a sentence of up to six months imprisonment or a fine of up to
£50,000.
The castle, nowadays secluded in woodland, is located on a promontory
above the confluence of two watercourses, the Hopes Burn and Newland
Burn. Its location and the masonry remains were described by David
MacGibbon and Thomas Ross (1887: 116-121), while RCAHMS (1924: xxiiixxiv, 145-148) provided a description and historical overview. W. Douglas
Simpson (1952: 55-56) drew attention to the insertion of a thirteenthcentury masonry tower into the flank of a motte and the removal of
most of this tower to make way for fourteenth- and fifteenth-century
developments in the bailey. The new developments involved levelling the
ground on which to build the new structures to a different plan, leaving
the base of the tower below ground level. It is from this vaulted
chamber in the base of the tower, known as Goblin Ha’, and its
associated subterranean passageways that the theft has been reported.
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Goblin Ha’ is noted for the quality of its ashlar masonry and it has a fine
ribbed vault. Historians have long accepted that the thirteenth-century
castle was built by Sir Hugh Gifford of Yester (RCAHMS 1924: 147; Russell
1928-29: 192-193; Simpson 1952: 53-54). They rely on the authority of a
fifteenth-century addition made by Walter Bower to John of Fordun’s
Scotichronicon:
A.D. 1267. -- Hugo Giffard dominus de Yester moritur, cujus
castrum, vel saltem caveam et dongionem, arte demoniaca
antiqua relaciones ferunt fabricatas. Nam ibidem habetur
mirabilis specus subterraneus opere mirifico constructus,
magno terrarum spacio protelatus, qui communiter ‘Bohall’
appellatus est.
The death occurred of Hugh Gifford, lord of Yester. Old tales
tell that his castle, or at least his cellar and keep, were
wrought by witchcraft. For there is a marvellous underground
cavern wonderfully constructed and extending under a large
area of ground. It is popularly called Bo’ Hall. (Cited by Brodin
2020)
Anyone who has information about the theft is asked to contact Police
Scotland by calling 101 and citing incident number 1181 dated 12
October.
Penelope Dransart
Brodin, A. 2020. The Scotichronicon and the Goblin Ha’- witchcraft and
hobgoblins in our manuscripts! Archives@University of Edinburgh
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/edinburghuniversityarchives/tag/archiv
es/
Johnston, C. 2021. Thieves steal substantial stone from Yester Castle in
Gifford, East Lothian Courier, 22 October 2021.
https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/19666074.thieves-stealsubstantial-stone-yester-castle-gifford/
Historic Environment Scotland. Yester Castle and Hobgoblin Ha’ vaulted
chamber SM780.
http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/document/600003641
MacGibbon, D. and Ross, T. 1887. The castellated and domestic
architecture of Scotland from the twelfth to the eighteenth centuries.
Vol. I. Edinburgh: David Douglas.
RCAHMS 1924. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Constructions of Scotland. Eighth report with inventory
of monuments in the county of East Lothian. Edinburgh:H.M. Stationery
Office.
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Russell, J. 1928-29. Yester and its “Goblin Ha’”. Transactions of the East
Lothian Antiquarian and Field Naturalists’ Society 1(V): 185-198.
https://eastlothianantiquarians.org.uk/files/2018/02/1928-29-ELAFNSoc-Transactions-Vol-1-Pt-V.pdf
Simpson, W.D. 1952. Yester Castle. Transactions of the East Lothian
Antiquarian and Field Naturalists’ Society 5: 52-58.
https://eastlothianantiquarians.org.uk/files/2018/02/1952-ELAFN-SocTransactions-Vol-V.pdf

……………………………………

New castle discovery at Soulton Hall

Timbers found in the
waterlogged ditch
during the Soulton
Hall excavation
©Dig Ventures

In 2019 trial excavations of a
mound and the moat that
surrounded it took place in
the grounds of the Elizabethan
manor
of
Soulton
Hall
(Shropshire). In July this year,
a larger excavation took place
under Nat Jackson of Dig
Ventures with a number of
archaeology students from
Cardiff University on their
field
school.
There
has
previously
been
some
speculation of what the earth
works were, but now through
the dig there is a much greater understanding. The present indications
are that it was a castle built in the thirteenth century.
In the moat large timbers have been found, which are well preserved
due to the waterlogged ground. They are thought to have been part of a
bridge over a castle moat. There have been several finds in association
with the earthworks including a pilgrim’s badge, ceramics, and an
ampulla to carry holy water.
Subsequent excavations and further analysis of the finds will no doubt
provide more answers about this site.
……………………………………
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Book Offer for CSG members
Rougemont, Exeter: A Medieval Castle in its Urban Context.
Excavation and Building Recording at Exeter Castle, 1985-2016

Cover of the S.
Blaylock & R.
Higham’s book on
Rougemont Castle

This summer the monograph
by Stuart Blaylock and Robert
Higham, which examines the
archaeological recording and
research
of
Exeter,
or
Rougemont,
Castle
was
published by the Devon
Archaeological Society.
Regarding this volume Oliver
Creighton has commented:
“Exeter Castle has been the
focus of multiple episodes of
archaeological recording over
recent decades, and this
volume succeeds masterfully,
both in presenting the results
of each intervention and in
bringing
together
the
different strands of the site’s
evolution within a single
narrative. It illuminates not only the castle’s Norman and later medieval
phases, but also its tantalising and much-debated Anglo-Saxon ‘precastle’ sequence and elements of its post-medieval afterlife.
Authoritative concluding chapters thoroughly contextualise the site and
situate the report within the wider field of castle studies and urban
archaeology. In terms of coverage, scholarship and significance, the
volume compares very favourably with recent monographs that have
synthesised the archaeology of other prominent urban castles, including
those of Oxford, Wallingford and Norwich.”
The softback volume is sold @ £15 plus £3.20 p&p = £18.20, reduced to
CSG members to £15.
The hardback Volume is £22 plus p&p = £25.20, reduced to CSG
members to £22.
Those wishing to buy should contact:
publicationsofficer@devonarchaeologicalsociety.org.uk
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The Castle Studies Trust
A Plethora of Result Publications
The Trust’s grantees have been busy finalising their projects and are
outlined below. Additionally, at the beginning of September, the CST has
opened up for the ninth round of grants.

2020 Grant Award Updates
Shrewsbury, Shropshire: To fund a second year of excavation, this time
to understand the rampart of the inner bailey. The report has been
published and you can find a summary of the two years of excavations
here.
Lincoln, Lincolnshire: To develop a reconstruction drawing of the castle
as it would have been in the latter part of the 12th century. The
reconstruction has received a lot of specialist media coverage with a full
feature in British Archaeology magazine and a news item in the latest
Current Archaeology issue. To find out more about it, you can read this
blog post.
Warkworth, Northumberland: Using various forms of geophysical survey
to try to understand the subsurface features for one of the major castles
of the earls of Northumberland. The survey work was carried out in midNovember 2020 and the findings have been written up along with the
2021 project we funded. Publication of the results took place in early
November.

Geophysical survey
being undertaken at
Warkworth Castle
©William Wyeth

Sowing the Seeds: The aim of the project is to try to understand better
everyday life in castles by seeing if there are any surviving plants at four
Irish castles that were planted, grown, and cared for by medieval
people. Publication of the results took place in early November.
The Wirk, Orkney: Could the Wirk be a Norse castle? With the fieldwork
completed the team, over the next few weeks, will be assessing the
finds and seeing if there is any datable material to help date the
building. The final report will probably not be ready until the New Year.
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2021 Grant Award Updates
Richmond, North Yorkshire: Cofunding a three-week excavation of
Richmond Castle, one of the best
preserved and least understood
Norman castles in the UK. The aim
is to understand better the remains
of
buildings
and
structures
primarily along the eastern side of
the
bailey.
The
three-week
Alice Roberts during
filming of excavations excavation, which took place in
of Richmond Castle
late July, revealed some very
©Jim Brightman
interesting results showing the less
glamorous side of castle life. You
can follow what happened on the
CST’s blog in a series of dig diary
entries. We also had the TV
cameras down there from Digging
for Britain which will appear at
some point later in the year or
early 2022, so look out for that.
Laughton-en-le-Morthen, South Yorkshire: To provide professional
illustration and reconstruction which will also be integrated into a coauthored academic article. Part of the monies will be used to produce
phase plans of Laughton during key stages of its development, and a
small percentage will pay for a line drawing of the 11th century grave
cover incorporated into the fabric of the nearby church. The work
started at the end of May and is still progressing.

Old
Wick,
Caithness:
Dendrochronological assessment of timber at the Castle
of Old Wick, Caithness
thought to be one of
the earliest stone castles in
Scotland. You can see how
they got on here.

Examining the
samples of timber at
Old Wick
©Rachel Pickering
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Richard Tipping and
taking a core sample
at Caerlaverock
©Movern French

Caerlaverock, Dumfriesshire: The aim is to
understand the chronology and geography of
extreme weather events in the high
medieval period, and the effects they
wrought on archaeological features that led
to the abandonment of the old castle in
favour of the new. The final tranche of field
work was completed on 2nd October. You can
see how they got on by looking at our blog
where there are a number of articles and
videos the team has done, including an
interesting one about how medieval
engineers tried to shore up the old castle:
https://youtu.be/nE2oc_BELs4. The team
will then start to process the results in the
lab, so look out for more interesting articles
and videos.
Greasley, Nottinghamshire: The production of an interpretative phased
floor plan for Greasley Castle in Nottinghamshire. The castle, built in
the 1340s, has an obscure history and the understanding of its
architectural phasing is at best very cloudy. The survey has now been
completed and James Wright is finalising the report as you read this.

2022 Grant Applications Now Open
On 1 September the Trust’s ninth grant application round opened. As in
previous years, people can apply for grants of up to £10,000 (including
VAT). Closing date is 1st December. If you are interested in applying, or
know someone who would, you can find out more here:
https://www.castlestudiestrust.org/Grants.html.
In the meantime, if you have any questions about any of the projects,
we have funded this year or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate
to contact the Chair of Trustees, Jeremy Cunnington at
admin@castlestudiestrust.org.
……………………………………
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Ph.D. and M.Phil. Abstracts
James Wright, Tattershall Castle: Building a History
Supervisors
Dr Chris King (University of Nottingham) & Rachael Hall (National Trust).

Tattershall Castle in Lincolnshire, United Kingdom, has been the subject
of multi-disciplinary collaborative doctoral award by James Wright
between 2016 and 2021. The project was funded by the Arts &
Humanities Research Council and was conducted through the University
of Nottingham and the National Trust.
The castle was developed in the 1230s for the regional baron, Robert de
Tateshale. It was later remodelled, in the mid-fifteenth century, for
Ralph Lord Cromwell as a major expression of his status as a royal
councillor and Lord Treasurer of England. The castle consists of three
wards surrounded by water-filled moats which contained five
gatehouses, several lodging ranges, chapel, services, hall, solar and
Great Tower. The latter dominates the entire site and originally acted as
an architectural focus which was imbued with motifs connected to
Cromwell’s prestige.
The castle has been included within the pages of many important
publications in English castle studies. However, many statements were
influenced by a prior generation of scholars who valued a military
interpretation of castles. This view has been largely replaced by more
nuanced thematic approaches over the last thirty years. Consequently,
this project has offered the first opportunity to apply the contemporary
disciplines of buildings archaeology, within the context of modern castle
studies, to the site. Key theoretical principles have included the
integrated techniques of historical archaeology and ‘building
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biographies’. These have been used to reveal the connections between
built environment, landscape, socio-political ideology and the human
agency of mediaeval builders and patrons. A re-analysis of the castle’s
fifteenth century building accounts has enabled an understanding of the
practices of the master builders and assessment of the Great Tower has
revealed the underlying geometry that underpins the structure. Further
work on the built environment of the castle has uncovered complex
access routes and spatial functions alongside motifs in the diaperwork,
window tracery, vaulting and chimneypieces which are deeply redolent
of elite mediaeval lordship.
The architecture of prestige has been a constant theme throughout the
project – from the probable emulation of the castles of Earl Ranulf de
Blondeville by Robert de Tateshale, through to the carefully stagemanaged designed landscape of lordship which extended significantly
beyond the walls of Cromwell’s castle. Evidence has also come to light
that Cromwell was a major patron of highly innovative architecture
which helped to demonstrate his social position further. Taking influence
from both European and indigenous structures the castle was an
architecturally unique site which dendrochronology, commissioned
during the project, has shown may have been an originator of the
Lancastrian court style. The castle then went on to have a significant
impact on English architecture for around two centuries to come.
Ultimately, Tattershall went into a gradual decline during the postmediaeval period. However, it has been possible to trace the changing
built environment to give a complete picture of the status, visual
appearance, land-use and conservation of the site across eight centuries.
To contact James: james@triskeleheritage.com

If you are working on a Ph.D. or M.Phil. thesis and would like your
abstract to be included in a future bulletin for CSG members to read,
please send it to bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk along with the
names of your supervisors and the university and/or organisation you are
affiliated to. It is a means of piquing people’s interests into your studies,
but also a means of opening up discussions.
……………………………………
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