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Editorial
I’m sure everyone who attended the conference last month will agree
that it was a very enjoyable foray into the castles of the east Midlands.
Also, like several of you, I have had quite a few photos to sift through!
Now we can start looking forward to the conference next year in
Ayrshire.
Many of you will have pored through the bumper edition of the recently
sent out castle bibliography collated by Gillian Scott to see what
publications you need to add to your reading list.
As always, thank you for those who have suggested and those who have
written pieces for the bulletin. The deadline for submissions for the
September Bulletin is 30th August.

Therron Welstead
CSG Bulletin Editor
……………………………………

Diary Dates
Castles of Poitou and the Charentes:
19th - 27th June 2019.
Towers in Medieval and Renaissance Europe
23-25 August 2019. See Page 3.
AFHS Ayrshire Castles one day conference symposium
5th October 2019. See page 2.
CSG 2020 conference ‘Castles of Ayrshire’
23th -26th April 2020.
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Ayrshire Castle – From Kings to Covenanters
The Ayrshire Federation of Historical Societies biennial one-day conference
Saturday, 5 October 2019
Burns Suite, Irvine Town House.
Programme:
There will be two types of
Turnberry Castle paper – contextual and site
Myles Birket Foster specific. The conference
will also include an optional
(1825-1899)
visit to Seagate Castle which
is 10 minutes away from the
venue. This site is normally
closed, but will be specially
opened for the conference.
10.00am Chair’s introduction (Prof Dauvit Broun)
10.10 'The 'Westland’. Ayrshire castles and the Early Stewart Kings.
(Prof Steve Boardman)
10.45 Ayrshire Castles in Context (Geoffrey Stell)
11.20 Ardrossan Castle Revisited (Dr David Caldwell)
11.45 Ayr Citadel (Tom Rees)
LUNCH (at Irvine Town House)
1.15 Better off as ruins? Restoring Ayrshire's Castles (Mike Davis)
1.50 Turnberry: Castle and Countryside (Dr Piers Dixon and Dr Will Wyeth)
2.15 Seagate Castle, and Some Family Resemblances (Dr Aonghus Mackechnie)
3pm Visit to Seagate Castle
Booking
Fee is £15 including refreshments and lunch.
To book or for further information contact Rob Close
craigbraecottages@gmail.com

……………………………………
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Towers in Medieval and Renaissance Europe
Symposium
The 6th symposium on Towers in Medieval and Renaissance Europe is now open for
registration. The symposium will take place in Lund (Sweden) on the 23-25 of
August 2019.
For further information, the program and how to register, follow the link below.
https://konferens.ht.lu.se/6th-conference-on-towers-in-medieval-europe-towersof-strength/
……………………………………

Anglo-Scandinavian grave-cover from Nottingham
Castle
During recent excavations, in the Service Courtyard at Nottingham Castle,
by Trent & Peak Archaeology, a fragment of Anglo-Scandinavian sculpture
was found rebuilt into a late eighteenth or early nineteenth-century wall.
The stone appears to be part of a late-10th or early-11th century,
recumbent, mid-Kesteven type grave-cover constructed from oolitic
limestone. These chest-like monuments were laid horizontal above the
ground surface, over a burial, to mark the position of the interment,
possibly with further upright markers at either end (Everson & Stocker
1999, 44). This find is the only pre-conquest Anglo-Scandinavian stonework
ever recovered from Nottingham Castle.
The fragment (7.1kg) measures
205 x 245 x 155mm in dimension
and is a small portion of, what
was once, a much larger piece of
The fragment of the funerary monument. Despite a
grave-cover found at fragmentary
and
weathered
Nottingham Castle
appearance, it is still possible to
©J. Wright
appreciate the design scheme
surviving on one face, which
features the returned corner of
an interlace design of three
strands with incised median lines,
alongside two complete, and one
partial, hole points. It is set out
on a diagonal grid and the interlace is framed on two sides by a flattened
cable mould border.
Stylistically, this fragment is one of eight stones, classified as ‘midKesteven type’, known from Nottinghamshire. Everson and Stocker (1999,
3
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36-46; 2015, 53-61) have identified other grave-covers at East Bridgford,
Girton, Hawksworth, Kneesall, Rolleston and Screveton, alongside a related
monument at Shelton (another two possible lost examples may once have
been located in Cotgrave and Eakring). The Nottinghamshire stones are
westerly outliers (along with St.Alkmund’s, Derby and Stathern,
Leicestershire) of a sculptural tradition centred on the region around the
Ancaster Gap in Lincolnshire. Prior to the Nottingham discovery, up to 47
examples were known from the East Midlands, with the vast majority (38)
found in Lincolnshire. Everson and Stocker (1999, 36, 42) also defined their
unifying characteristics:
Petrology: oolitic limestone from the Ancaster region
Form: rectangular, sometimes gently tapering and near square in
section, measuring between 1.5-2 metres in length by 350-500mm in
thickness
Decoration: defined by borders into a long central panel with a smaller
transverse panel at each end. On the lid the central panel comprised a
double ended cross surrounded with interlace, with the end panels
containing an interlace motif. On the sides similarly sized panels to the
lid contained one or two lines of interlace (mirroring the lid). The
interlace was divided where surviving by the bullshead motif, which is
almost unique to these grave-covers
The division of the carved panels of interlace, was by simple, flattened,
cable moulding
The interlace while well laid out is rarely executed carefully, being
broad and flat, and often has incised median lines
All of the identified examples are found within a 50-mile radius of their
quarry source at Ancaster Gap and 80% are within just 20 miles (Everson &
Stocker 1999, 44). It seems likely that most examples were transported via
waterways and those (possibly via the Foss Dyke) identified in
Nottinghamshire are all to be found in the Trent Valley zone, including its
tributaries (Everson & Stocker 2015, 59-60). Typologically, the midKesteven covers are thought to represent a simplified development of the
Trent Valley hogback type (current in the early-mid 10th century) which
flourished regionally from the mid-10th century, until superseded by the
Fenland type grave-covers originating from the Barnack quarries in the
early-11th century (Everson and Stocker 1999, 44-6).
The Nottingham stone bears a strong similarity to examples at Aisthorpe,
Burton Pedwardine and Creeton in Lincolnshire (illustrated in Everson &
Stocker 1999, 37-8) and East Bridgford, Hawksworth, Kneesall and
Screveton in Nottinghamshire (illustrated in Everson & Stocker 2015, 54). It
may be of some significance that the Nottingham example bears a
resemblance to only three Lincolnshire stones (6.25% of the East Midlands
assemblage), whereas it shares characteristics with four from
Nottinghamshire (62.5% of the county assemblage, or 10.41% of the East
Midlands assemblage). Potentially, we may be starting to see evidence for
a Trent Valley aesthetic and/or a group of exports to the county from a
specific Lincolnshire workshop.
Considering the question of how such a piece of funerary architecture came
to be at Nottingham Castle is a difficult undertaking. Examples of Norman
4
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castles founded on the site of late Anglo-Saxon cemeteries are relatively
widespread (Welstead 2018; Creighton 2002, 119-120), including locally, a
mid-tenth to early-11th century cemetery at Newark in Nottinghamshire
(Marshall & Samuels 1994, 53-4). Oliver Creighton (2002, 119-20) has
suggested that implanting a castle upon a cemetery was related to a
physical power statement linked to conquest; whereas, more recently,
Therron Welstead (2018) has pointed towards the possibility of a more
benign activity linked to a desire of conferring legitimacy onto a new
regime through the secular enclosure of pre-existing religious sites.
However, other factors may also be at play.
Late Anglo-Saxon burials have never been excavated at the castle. One
reason for this could have been the significant number of earth-moving
projects which have occurred since the castle’s foundation in 1067-8 –
either deeply burying or scouring away in-situ pre- Conquest evidence from
the record. However, it is probably a long-stretch to suggest that this
single fragment of a grave-cover is indicative of the presence of a
previously unknown cemetery.

Excavation at
Nottingham
Castle
© J. Wright

The evidence of the ex-situ
grave-cover and in-situ
environmental
evidence
provides a tantalising hint
that
the
focus
of
Nottingham
was
not
entirely settled upon the
enclosed borough located
to the east of the castle
and centred around St
Mary’s church. The church
and associated cemetery may be a more likely original position for the
grave cover to begin with. Yet, if this is so, it still remains to be explained
when and why the fragment was moved 800 metres west, to the castle
site, eventually to be rebuilt into a post-mediaeval wall.
References
Creighton, O. 2002. Castles and Landscapes. Equinox. Sheffield & Bristol.
Everson, P. & Stocker, D. 2015. Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Stone Sculpture XII:
Nottinghamshire. British Academy. Oxford University Press.
Everson, P. & Stocker, D. 1999. Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Stone Sculpture V:
Lincolnshire. British Academy. Oxford University Press.
Keyworth, T. & Kinsley, G. 2018. Nottingham Castle Visitor Centre:
Geoarchaeological Borehole Monitoring. Trent & Peak Archaeology.
Unpublished archaeological report.
Marshall, P. & Samuels, J. 1994. ‘Recent excavations at Newark Castle,
Nottinghamshire’ in Transactions of the Thoroton Society of
Nottinghamshire. 98. Nottingham.
Welstead, T. 2018. ‘Norman Castles Built on Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries:
Pontefract Castle and Trowbridge Castle’ in Chateau Gaillard. Etudes de
Castellogie Medievale. 28.
James Wright FSA
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Summary of repair and archaeological investigations
planned at Snodhill Castle in 2019
Repairs to the South Curtain wall and West Fragment
In 2016 after many years of negotiations, surveys and changes of ownership
Historic England was able to fund major repairs to the critically
endangered Snodhill Castle. However despite the substantial grant from
Historic England, there was not enough money to completely repair the
castle and a tough compromise was agreed on to prioritise the rescue of
the unique 12 sided Keep, North Tower, SE Bastion and Wingwalls.
Though this work secured the main parts of the castle in 2017 it left the
castle’s 12th-century South Curtain Wall supported precariously on wooden
props and the enigmatic West Fragment slowly decaying. Rescue of these
parts of the castle were reliant on the recently formed Snodhill Castle
Preservation Trust to find funding to carry out repairs.
Fortunately in 2018, after a lot of hard work, the Trust has been successful
in obtaining a large grant from the Garfield Weston Foundation that will
enable the complete repair the South Curtain Wall and West Fragment in
2019.

Snodhill Castle’s
South Curtain wall
currently held up by
wooden props
installed by Historic
England in 2016
©G. Cook

The Trust has now appointed an architect to oversee the work and are
currently in the final stages of contractor assessment and selection –
repairs are planned to start in July and be completed by October 2019.
When this work is completed all of Snodhill Castle’s standing remains will
be repaired and consolidated leaving the castle in the best condition it has
been for 400 years.
The Trust has also been busy applying for other grants and obtaining
donations from various sources and the success of this work has enabled
the Trust to plan investigations of the castle’s keep entrance and the North
Tower that. In addition the repair and consolidation work and plans to

6
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improve access, car parking and visitor information makes 2019 a very
interesting and active year for the Trust and the Castle.
All of the archaeological investigations in 2019 will be carried out by
Herefordshire Archaeology (Tim Hoverd).
South Curtain Wall and West Fragment investigations
In preparation for the repair of the castle’s South Curtain wall and West
Fragment, archaeological investigations were planned to check the
condition of the walls and the integrity of their foundations. It was also
hoped that a side benefit of these investigations would be an increased
understanding of the castle’s layout and function.
West Fragment
There were lots of theories as to what this large mound and masonry
fragment was (Tower, Latrine or curtain wall).
The front faces form remains elusive at this point (possibly more will be
discovered during root removal and consolidation work later in the
summer) but the rear face has revealed the walling to be in good
condition.
The Trust plan to lower the earth 1m (to help reduce water ingress) and
then consolidate and leave on display.
There was a chance the castle’s curtain wall had survived at low level all
along its west side, but these investigations have shown that the wall has
been robbed to ground level in the Bailey’s SW quadrant.

Aerial View of West
Fragment
Excavations showing
internal wall line
and robbed wall in
the left pit
©Herefordshire
Archaeology

South Curtain Wall
A series of investigative pits were dug along the South Curtain wall and
particularly around the “Gap” (the unusual junction of three walls of
different dates) to ascertain the condition of the walls before repair works
begin.
It has been discovered that what was thought to be a blocking wall (behind
the later curtain walls) is actually the castle’s first masonry wall that links
up with the surviving wing wall and turns 90 degrees to cross the bailey and
7
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is assumed to join up with the other wing wall (also originally 1m thick) to
form a small defended enclosure.
Traces of a possible building 3.8m wide has also been found that projects
into the bailey interior.

Aerial view of
“The Gap” in the
South Curtain wall
showing the very
unusual junction
of walls
©Herefordshire
Archaeology

There are many questions arising from this discovery:How old are these 1m thick masonry defences at Snodhill Castle?
Why did the (1160?) 2m thick curtain wall and (1340?) 3m thick wall not
close the gap?
Why was this 5m gap left with only a 1m thick wall defending it
throughout the history of the Castle?
What did the 1m thick wing walls link up to on the Motte? (The current
Keep is dated 1160).
What is the function of the building found in the excavations (Early Hall?
Chapel?).
Investigations planned for the remainder of 2019
South Curtain wall
Permission has been obtained to extend the trenches in “The Gap” area to
try and find more answers to the multitude of questions arising from the
first investigations.
Keep Entrance
View of Keep
entrance showing
intact turret and
mound covering
the other side of
the entrance
©G. Cook

Investigations are planned
for the Keep gateway to
understand the entrance
arrangements of the Keep,
discover the state of
preservation of the other
side of the Keep entrance
(currently buried under a
mound) and confirm the
8
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final shape of this complex and unique Keep.
This work is hoped to answer several other questions (did the Keep have a
basement? has the entrance and other turret survived at low levels? Is
there a staircase buried in this quadrant of the Keep?).
If the lower levels of the Keep entrance/turret are found to have survived
in good condition the Trust plans to consolidate them and leave them on
display.

Right, View of
North Tower
walls exposed
in 2017
©G. Cook

Below, Summary
of investigations
at Snodhill
Castle in 2019
(Adapted from
Historic England
Topological
survey)

North Tower
Investigations
in
2017
confirmed that the North
Tower is unusually large
with 3m thick walls. These
investigations also showed
that the lower levels of the
tower had survived in good
condition.
The plan for 2019 is to
uncover the whole of the
North Tower to confirm its
shape, size (and hopefully
function) and if the walls
are found to be in good
condition the Trust plans to
consolidate and cap them
and leave them on display.

9
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Call for old photos, drawings, sketches of Snodhill
Castle
One of the ongoing mysteries about Snodhill Castle is that despite its
photogenic appearance and beautiful location very few of the antiquarian
illustrators and artists have drawn the Castle.
In the last 100
years
the
Castle has lost
major portions
Drawing from 1800
showing
of walling and
substantially more
the traces on
of the Castle
the ground of
stood at this time
buildings have
- do you have any
images that could
also faded. The
help?
ongoing
archaeological
investigations
would
be
helped greatly if more pre-1997 images (when a wall fell).
If you have any images from before 1997 please contact Garry Crook:
Chairman of the Snodhill Castle Trust at garrys.castle@virginmedia.com
……………………………………

Belvelly Castle
restoration
The restoration of the 80 foot
13th-century tower, standing on
the shore of Great Island in
Cork Harbour (Co. Cork, Ireland
Bevelley Castle clad ) has been completed after
in scaffolding during decaying for nearly 400 years
restoration project since its last occupant Sir Peter
Courthorpe in the mid-17th
April 2018
©T. Welstead
century. A number of notable
names associated with the
castle including the Hodnetts,
the De Barra and De la Roche
clans, and Courthorpes and
Walter Raleigh.
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The castle, which was on the market for €275,000 was brought by Anny and
Garry Wilson who have seen the restoration project to completion albeit at
the cost of €5m, five times the initial budget. Garry said that had they
called a stop to the project due to the ever-mounting challenges and costs,
“it would have been me saying ‘we don’t belong here,’ and I couldn’t do
that, no matter how much it cost.” The structure had much penetrating
damage and intrusive vegetation and an ‘obigatory’ tree where the roof
formerly was. The project took 150 weeks of continuous work with 15-20
craftspeople at any given time who were overseen by Ahern Brothers and
Parker Construction. The restoration project was designed by the Architect
Peter Plaskitt of Plaskitt and Buningham, who described the project as
having “respect of the old whilst creating stunning contemporary additions
to secure the future of this beautiful structure.”
As with all projects
there were many
issues as the work
went on, including
after setting all the
coping stones of the
crenellation,
the
angle (45°), was
deemed too shallow
after
being
inspected, so they

The parapet of
Bevelley Castle, note
different angles of
the capping stones
following the
decision that they
were the a steep
enough angle.
April 2018
©T. Welstead

all had to be remade
Two of the features that can be seen from the outside are two sculptures
on the roof top, a 24-carat gold leaf plated tree and a bronze figure,
designed by Orla de
Brí, a Meath-based
sculptor, who
described the
artwork: “When you
Belvelly Castle in its walk into a castle,
now-restored state more than any other
with art pieces visible
building, you think of
from the parapet
your ancestors, and
you quietly listen to
stories of a different
time. I wanted to
make a sculpture
that would reflect that feeling and so I made a human figure contemplating
a gold tree. The tree is a great symbol of the past and present with roots
planted firmly in the past and branches reaching for new beginnings.”
11
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Blairfindy Castle

Blairfindy Castle
from the west
c.2015
©S. Forder

Blairfindy Castle is a
ruined 16th-century tower
house which can be found
near
The
Glenlivet
Distillery
in
upland
Speyside
in
northern
Scotland. The castle is
built upon an L-plan,
oriented SW-NE, with the
stair wing at the west
corner slightly offset and
not square. The entrance
to the tower is through an
arched doorway facing NE
in the re-entrant angle of
the stair wing defended by
a plain shot hole, a slit
window,
and
an
anachronistic
machicolated brattice at
the wallhead of the hall
block. This doorway led to
a small lobby, from which the main stair led to the first floor. Unusually,
this stair appears not to have had a central newel post but was supported
on a series of arches around the walls of the wing. This feature also
appears in the round stair wing at Muckrach, a restored tower house near
Dulnain Bridge. A doorway led to the vaulted basement of the hall block,
which consisted of two rooms and an access corridor, although the exact
layout is unknown. A mural stair led from the smaller room (presumably a
wine cellar) to the first floor, and a slop drain suggests the larger room to
the NE was the kitchen. The whole ground floor is filled with between an
estimated 0.5 to 1 metre of debris from the destruction of the building.
The first floor of the hall block was taken up by the great hall, as was usual
in towers of this type, but in the north corner was a strong room with the
architrave of the door still visible in the wall. The fireplace was centrally
placed in the long SE side of the hall block, with the stair of the putative
wine cellar to its south. With the staircase rising to this level in the wing,
the floorspace was limited, and is best viewed as a landing area, from
which a door led to the great hall, and an adjacent door led to the narrow
winding stair accessing the upper floors. The stair is partially supported by
12
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a turret which projects slightly on two supporting corbels and is lit by slit
windows in the angle between the turret and the stair wing. Internal
arrangements of the upper two floors is speculative, but the gables of the
hall block are supplied with fireplaces and windows; the gable of the wing
also, although several of these have been blocked up – presumably by the
Ministry of Works. At the eastern corner, a handsome corbelled-out round
turret crowns the wallhead, and adjacent to this in the SE facing wall of
the hall block is a narrow mural chamber, possibly on a slightly lower level.
The turret is provided with two round shot holes. Curiously, the “strong
room” of the first floor also appears at second and third floor level, with
evidence of a stone floor in each case – and each is provided with a slit
window.
The tower house survives
largely intact to the wallhead,
but with fallen sections on the
wing where it meets the hall
block. On the SW side, the
falling of the wall has also
Stone doorway on the
taken with it a section of the
SW side, since
collapsed.
hall block. Internally, the
©S. Forder
dividing wall between the two
parts of the building survived
until very recently to first floor
level,
but
damaged.
At
wallhead level, I have been
advised that the stone doorway
accessing the stair turret –
which I photographed a couple
of years ago – has collapsed,
and I am not sure at this stage
how much additional masonry it
has taken with it. It is evident from the outside that other masonry has also
fallen in recent years.
The lands of Blairfindy are in their earliest mentions associated with the
lordship of Strathavon, which was granted to the Earl of Fife in about 1187,
and passed through the Fifes into the hands of the Strathbogie Earls of
Atholl, eventually forfeited in 1314. Subsequently held by the Randolph
earls of Moray, it was not granted to their successors the Dunbars, instead
passing to Alexander Stewart, son of Robert II, and later to the earls of
Huntly. By 1470, Huntly had granted out Blairfindy to a family of Grants,
and it seems probable that a seat was built here in the late-15th century –
perhaps a stone hall house. It may be that the notably thicker walls of the
ground floor of Blairfindy Castle date to this period. It is possible that one
13
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of these Grants married into the Gordon family, since by 1539 Alexander
Gordon of Strathavon (married to an unidentified Jean Grant) had
“heritable rights” in Blairfindy. His younger son John, who died in 1586,
certainly lived at Blairfindy Castle. John’s initials along with those of his
wife Margaret Gordon and that date are recorded on a heraldic stone on
the stair wing.

Large crack in the east
wall of the hall block
c.2015
©S. Forder

In about 1600 Thomas Gordon of
Blairfindy chose to build a new
castle at Cluny, but this wiped
out his fortune, and he had
handed Blairfindy back to the
earl of Huntly by 1606. This
caused Huntly a bit of a social
issue since it meant he held land
from the chief of Grant – who was
of lesser status than the earl. In
1606 the two carried out an
exchange of lands which rectified
the situation, but Huntly retained
the right to take wood from
Grants lands to repair Blairfindy –
which may be a reference to it
being damaged after the battle of
Glenlivet in 1594, when Huntly’s
father had been killed. At this
point Blairfindy disappears from the records for several decades, but by
1649 a second family of Grants had taken up residence as tenants of
Huntly. It is commonly said that the castle was used as a hunting lodge by
the Gordons – but it may be that relatives of the original Grants of
Blairfindy took up residence once Huntly took over the ownership. The
Grants were Catholics and Jacobites, and it seems very likely that the
castle was burned by Cumberland’s troops after Culloden, the laird going
into exile in France.
Having stood derelict since it was burned out circa 1746, it was the subject
of a short entry by MacGibbon and Ross in Volume 2 of their “Castellated
and Domestic Architecture of Scotland” in which a sketch and plan were
also provided. Whether the plan is completely accurate is unclear as the
vaulting may have already collapsed by this date. Subsequently the Ministry
of Works were required to carry out repairs which included the infill of
cracks and holes in the masonry, and the attachment of iron banding
around the stair wing. The exact date for this work is unknown but was
certainly prior to 1942. It has been surrounded by safety fencing for
decades.
14
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Following particularly inclement winters of 2010 and 2011, I noticed that
the gable ends of the hall block had shifted, and contacted Crown Estate
Scotland (previously Crown Estate) to explain the situation to them, and I
recommended a structural surveyor was sent to examine the castle as a
priority. This happened promptly, and upon examining an archive of
photographs that I had built up, it was agreed that attention needed to be
given to the castle in order to prevent it deteriorating to the point of
partial or complete collapse. In 2013 the Crown Estate appointed
contractors to install more substantial steel strapping around the walls of
the hall block, which were tied together internally. In addition, a section
of wall which appeared to have been collapsing inwards was repaired
through the filling in of the widening crack. Although further loss of
masonry has taken place since then, the building has not seen substantial
loss to my knowledge, although I have largely avoided going inside for
safety reasons. In 2017 a group of 21 organisations, including Crown Estate
Scotland, formed a partnership and applied for funding from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund to fund 20 projects that would help to promote,
enhance and learn more about the natural and cultural heritage of
Tomintoul and Glenlivet. This funding application was successful and
resulted in the Tomintoul & Glenlivet Landscape Partnership which is in
place until September 2020. Specifically for the Blairfindy project, the
objectives were to stabilise and repair Blairfindy, create a new primary
access footpath between The Glenlivet Distillery and Blairfindy Castle, and
provide interpretation for the site. Earlier in 2019 I was appointed one of
two community engagement representatives and have been privy to the
development of the plans for the castle. These will basically comprise the
repointing of the entire castle, installation of ties to hold the building
together, substantial repairs to the major cracks, sealing of the wallheads,
and the erection of sections of new masonry using black bricks to highlight
the repairs are modern. The end result will be that the castle site will be
open to the public, all metal strapping will be removed, and the building
saved.
At the time of our recent
Conference, the scaffolders
Blairfindy Castle in
arrived on site, and are
cladded in scaffolding erecting
scaffolding
to
May 2019
surround the exterior of the
©S. Forder
entire building. Once this is
complete, the wallheads
can be properly examined,
and at that point a decision
will be made about the
erection of interior scaffolding. Then we will start to see the process of
repairs start – which ought to be completed by the end of the summer.

15
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Introducing a new project: ‘All Along the Watchtowers!
Balancing Heritage Protection, Development, and Scientific
Research on Buried Archaeology at European Castles’
This project uses geoarchaeological data,
specifically soil micromorphology, to inform and
develop heritage management strategies and
research agendas to protect and to scientifically
investigate the buried archaeology at castle sites
across Europe. The project is directed by Dr
Rowena Banerjea, University of Reading, UK, with
project partners across Europe, and funding from
a British Academy/Leverhulme Small Research Grant.
Geoarchaeology
applies
environmental
science techniques to archaeological research
questions. Soil micromorphology is a
technique that enables intact blocks of
sediment from the buried archaeology to be
taken back to the laboratory, impregnated
with resin to form solid blocks, then prepared
on glass slides called ‘thin-sections’, 30ųm in
thickness, that are analysed using a
geological
polarising
microscope.
This
technique enables the sediments and
materials within them to be examined in their
depositional context as they were prior to
excavation. It provides information on how
the materials and sediment were transported,
and chemically or physically altered postdeposition as a result of decay processes and
mesofaunal activity. This information is
crucial
for
understanding
the
burial

Excavation ahead of
conservation work in
one of the archways at
Cēsis Castle
©Alex Brown

environment.
Across Europe, only recently is the scientific potential of the buried
archaeological deposits within castles being more widely realised, having
often been overlooked in favour of the protection and consolidation of
standing remains, developments such as reconstruction and rebuilding
projects. The buried archaeology at these sites provides unique
opportunities to research their dynamic political histories, particularly as it
can often relate to the initial occupation at the site of the castle. The soil
micromorphology data used in this project do not only demonstrate the
archaeological value and potential of buried archaeological deposits on
castle sites, they also stress the threats to them due to conservation,
16
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development and rebuilding. Current frameworks for protection and
research agendas vary greatly across Europe in relation to the significance
that is ascribed to the archaeology of castles and castle sites. Two castles
of the castles in this project are UNESCO world heritage sites (Castelseprio,
Italy, and Rīga, Latvia), and another, Molina de Aragón, Spain, is located
within a UNESCO Geopark.
This project will both consolidate recent
geoarchaeological research, specifically soil
micromorphology from castle sites in Estonia,
France, the Netherlands, Poland, Italy, Spain
and representing a diverse range of cultural
and environmental contexts. Data from the
following castle sites, examined by Rowena
Banerjea and several project partners (Irène
Béguier, Park of Morbihan Gulf, Brittany,
Quentin
Borderie, Département
Rowena collecting soil France,
micromorphology
d’Eure-et-Loir,
CNRS
–
UMR
7041
samples at Cēsis
ArScAn”Archéologies Environnementales”, Hans
Castle
Huisman, Cultural Heritage Agency of the
©Alex Brown
Netherlands and Groningen University, and
Cristiano Nicosia, Università di Padova, Italy)
are included in this project:
• Elbląg, Poland, and Karksi, Estonia, two
important Teutonic Order castles in the Baltic
region;
• Castle Keverberg, Kessel, the Netherlands, which consisted of an original
stone tower built in AD. 1100 and covered by a motte-and-bailey castle;
• Château de Caen, Normandy, built in AD 1060, and Château de Gien, Loire
valley (both France), which is today a 15th-century manor and hosts the
National Museum of Hunting with the remains of an early (c. 9th -11th AD)
Carolingian castra below;
• Two Italian case studies, Castelseprio (Varese), Lombardy, and
Montegrotto, Veneto, and both were studied in order to assess the changes
and the activities following the decay of the structures within the castles;
• Molina de Aragón, Spain, where samples were collected in 2015 from
exposed profiles created during previous excavations, which were
conducted in 1986 and 2004 to support the architectural restoration but
without a scientific focus on the medieval stratigraphy.
In the Baltic, Dutch and Italian examples, micromorphology was
instrumental in discovering that buried deposits contained the remains of
(probably wooden) buildings from a first construction phase, or in the
characterisation of re-use occupation.
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The castles in this project have been excavated as a result of different
heritage perspectives. In Elblag, Gien, and Kessel, excavations were done
ahead of development. These are examples of sites where different
heritage perspectives had to be balanced due to development and
rebuilding. At Caen, the excavations were part of a conservation
programme and castle development launched by the City of Caen in 1998.
The archaeological operation of 2005 took place ahead of the construction
of a new exhibition hall. The excavations at Castelseprio, Karksi, Molina de
Aragón, and Montegrotto were conducted as part of research projects by
Università di Padova (Castelseprio and Montegrotto). The excavations at
Karksi were undertaken as part of The Ecology of Crusading project, 20102014, directed by Dr Aleks Pluskowski, University of Reading, UK). At
Molina de Aragón, Spain, the excavations were conducted as part of pilot
work for the Landscapes of (Re)Conquest research project, directed by Dr
Aleks Pluskowski, and co-directed by Dr Guillermo García-Contreras Ruiz,
Department of Universidad de Granada, Spain, and Dr Michelle Alexander,
University of York, UK.

Sampling at
Dunyvaig Castle

New fieldwork and further
micromorphological analyses
on samples from excavations
at Dunyvaig Castle, Islay,
Scotland, Cēsis Castle and
Rīga Castle, both in Latvia,
and Molina de Aragón,
Spain, Boves, France and
from Castelseprio, Italy will
be conducted as part of this
project.
Further updates on the new research and our geoarchaeology publications
can be found on the project’s website:
https://research.reading.ac.uk/castle-geoarchaeology-heritage/ .
……………………………………

Discovery of Kirkwall Castle, Orkney
Members of the
ORCA Archaeology
team examining the
exposed wall.
©ORCA Archaeology

During
road
improvement
works, as part of Council’s
Kirkwall Townscape Heritage
Initiative Places and Spaces
project, what is thought to be
the 14th-century castle of
Kirkwall was discovered as short
distance from the cathedral.
The wall and surrounding area
18
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were analysed and documented by archaeologists from the ORCA
Archaeology team, sometimes under challenging weather conditions.
County Archaeologist, Julie Gibson, has said that “The wall itself is
incredibly preserved. Although we were informed prior to works starting, it
was unexpected to discover something in excavations that are so shallow…
It is just a shame we haven’t found the other wall and have only got one
side. We are working alongside the roads people and in doing so, it is very
easy to see such a good job taking place in a very confined and difficult
place.” The remains have now been covered over so that the infrastructure
improvements could continue.
A castle was built in the area in 1379 by Henry Sincllair, Earl of Orkney.
The castle stood until 1614 when, following the castle being held against
James VI during a rebellion, it was ordered that the castle was to be
demolished. The ruins stood until 1742 when the stone was reused to build
a jail. The remaining section of wall was removed in 1865 to improve
access.
……………………………………

Cardiff Castle stones
Two stones taken from Cardiff Castle, Wales, were put up for sale on Ebay.
On the auction website, the seller described the stones as ‘actual parts of
the castle’s motte and shell structure’. The bids started at £300 for each
stone, but the items were withdrawn from sale. Cardiff Castle, after being
alerted of the attempted sale, contacted the seller and have requested
that the stones be returned. In a tweet they did say ‘we’re busy calculating
the Keep’s worth.
When speaking anonymously to the Local Democracy Service, the seller
described the stones as being ‘less than a hand fist size’ and that he
initially took the stones as they ‘wanted to take something from the castle
as a memory’.

The two stones
pictured for sale on
Ebay.
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Berkhamsted Castle
Members of the CSG
looking at Berkhamsted
Castle during 2019
conference.
©T. Welstead

Despite its 953 year history, very little in the way of archaeological or
historical research into Berkhamsted Castle, Hertfordshire, has been
undertaken over the years. All that is about to change thanks to
Berkhamsted Castle Trust — a registered charity (England & Wales No.
1176286) established at the end of 2017 by local volunteers to promote
education about the history and significance of the Castle and those
connected with it, and to assist English Heritage with the visitor experience
and site preservation & maintenance.
Berkhamsted Castle was constructed at the site where William, Duke of
Normandy, accepted the surrender of the English nobles following the
Battle of Hastings and became “the Conqueror”. The town benefitted from
William’s immediate construction of the Castle which, in later years, was
occupied variously by (amongst others) the Earls of Cornwall, Edward the
Black Prince, Archbishop Thomas Becket, Geoffrey Chaucer (as Clerk of
Works) and Cecily Neville, Duchess of York (mother of Edward IV and
Richard III, and who died at the castle in 1495). The castle was also given
as a wedding gift to the first three of Henry VIII's wives before passing via
Edward VI to Queen Elizabeth I. The castle site is now a scheduled ancient
monument, and the ruins remain owned by HRH The Prince of Wales, in
right of the Duchy of Cornwall. Berkhamsted Castle Trust also owns three
acres of the scheduled site containing earthworks to the East of the ruins.
Since November last year,
Berkhamsted Castle Trust
has been working with
RSK Geophysics (one of
UK’s
leading
The remains of the the
palace tower at
geophysical consultancy
Berkhamsted Castle. practices outside of the
© Martin Evening
natural resources sector)
Photography
to complete a site-wide
geophysical study of the
Castle (which RSK is very
kindly providing to the Trust free of charge). So far, the field work has
been focussed on the Castle bailey, with a second phase of work in the
Trust’s three acres of land to the east to be commenced later in the year.
An Electromagnetic survey (using a GEM-2) and a Magnetic survey (using a
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Bartington magnetometer) have been completed, and a Ground Penetrating
Radar survey (using a GSSI system) has currently been collected in the EastWest direction. A pass in the North-South direction is soon to be done. A
topographic survey has also been completed over the site and 3D laser
scanning undertaken on the outside of the walls (with further 3D scanning
from the inside still to be done). Completing the set of geophysical
methodologies, an electrical resistivity survey will also be undertaken. At
the same time, the Chilterns Conservation Board, in a project supported
and part-funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, has recently
conducted a 25cm LiDAR overflight of 1400km 2 of the Chilterns which
includes the Castle site.

Survey being
undertaken at the
Berkamsted Castle
© Martin Evening
Photography

Running in parallel with
the on-site investigations,
English
Heritage
and
Berkhamsted Castle Trust
have jointly instructed
The
Built
Heritage
Consultancy Ltd to draw
up
a
comprehensive
Conservation Management
Plan
(CMP)
for
Berkhamsted Castle. The
central purpose of the CMP project will be to produce a scholarly, succinct
and accessible digest of all the available information on the history,
condition, management and use of the Castle, including consultations with
specialists and stakeholders. This will enable an up-to-date assessment of
the Castle’s heritage significance, and the issues it faces, providing a sound
intellectual foundation for the development of proposals for its future
conservation and management.
The CMP’s multi-disciplinary team is led by James Weeks, an architectural
historian and heritage consultant. Aspects relating to condition,
maintenance, access, security, etc. will be dealt with by Richard Davies of
MRDA architects. Archaeological aspects of the project will be covered by
Tom Wilson, a building archaeologist with particular experience of
fortifications in southern England. He will carry out much of the research,
site analysis, and compilation of the Gazetteer and Archive, as well as
contributing to the Understanding, Significance, and Issues & Policies
sections of the Plan. Ecological aspects of the CMP will be led by Henriette
Westergaard, who has over 25 years’ experience in identifying the historic,
amenity and nature conservation value of all types of landscape, including
various historic sites such as Greenwich Park and Scotney Castle. Work has
already started on the CMP, with a first draft expected by the summer.
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The results of all of this work will be made available via Berkhamsted
Castle Trust’s web site (www.berkhamstedcastle.org.uk), which has
already started to collate information from a myriad of sources in relation
to the Castle and its former occupants. This includes a number of
biographies prepared for the Trust by eminent historians, with more to be
included as they are completed. But the Trust is also keen to encourage
the widest possible uptake of independent research focussed on a study of
Berkhamsted Castle or its former residents, and to provide an outlet for
that work to be presented to the public.

Survey being
undertaken at the
Berkamsted Castle
© Martin Evening
Photography

As an educational charity,
Berkhamsted Castle Trust
aims to present what it
knows
and
understands
about the Castle and its
former residents in a way
which
can
easily
be
understood by the widest
possible range of people. If
you think you might be able
to assist the Trust with this aim, by helping to prepare information for the
web site or visitors to the Castle, do please contact them at:
enquiries@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk
Looking to the future, Berkhamsted Castle Trust is already considering the
possibility of further investigations on site next year — particularly a study
of the unusual double-moated construction of the Castle. The CMP will also
serve to highlight areas where further historical and archaeological
research should be targeted to fill knowledge gaps and improve
understanding of the site. It will also provide a firm basis for the
preparation of a new visitors’ guide for the Castle, which it is hoped will be
published as part of English Heritage’s Red Guide series in due course.
As a registered charity, Berkhamsted Castle Trust cannot operate without
the kindness of donations from the public to cover its costs. Please
consider making a donation to support its work. If you are visiting the
Castle, a donation collection box is available inside the visitors’ room
(when open). Please ask the volunteer supervising the room. You can also
make a donation using any of the methods shown on the Trust’s web site
(www.berkhamstedcastle.org.uk).
You can keep up to date with developments at Berkhamsted Castle via the
Trust’s various social media channels:
Facebook.com/BerkoCastle
Twitter.com/BerkoCastle
Instagram.com/BerkoCastle
YouTube.com/BerkoCastle
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Castle Studies Trust grant awards reach £100,000 as it
makes five new awards
The Castle Studies Trust is delighted to announce the award of five grants,
totalling a record £27,000. These awards mean we have reached the
landmark of giving away £100,000 in grants.
It has taken six years for us to do that during which time the Trust has
doubled the maximum amount we can award to £10,000 and made great
strides in increasing the understanding of castles such as at Pembroke,
Pleshey, and Laughton to name but three.
The five projects selected cover all periods of castle studies and with a
broad geographic spread:
Hoghton Tower, Lancashire - This project aims to form an axis of research
into Hoghton Tower's unique physical history. The main focus will be to
investigate and advance the knowledge of the pre 1560 site and specifically
try to test the hypothesis that the north side building may form part of the
‘original’ Hoghton Tower. These investigations will take place from May
onwards and the results known by November this year.

Shrewsbury
Castle
© Nigel Baker

Shrewsbury, Shropshire – Geophysical survey and excavation
concentrating on the inner bailey to in particular examine the tail of the
north rampart. Despite being one of the main fortresses on the Welsh
border no major excavations have taken place in the bailey. Thus the
medieval plan of the bailey, and the missing domestic ranges that should
be there, are completely unknown. The geophysical survey is going to take
place in late May / early June, with the excavations taking place from 22
July for around 10 days.
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Laughton en le Morthen, South Yorkshire - Excavation to try to confirm
the findings of the geophysical surveys the CST funded in 2018. These
indicated that the castle was placed right on the top of a high-status Saxon
dwelling. The excavations took place in the first week of April and results
look promising.

Excavation ditch
during excavations at
Laught-on-en-leMorthen.
© D. Wright

Survey being
undertaken at
Druminnor Castle.
© C. Shepherd

Druminnor,
Aberdeenshire
Using GPR for an
investigation of the
15th century core of
the castle – presently
under a hardcore car
park. This was the
original caput of the
lords
of
Forbes.
During
the
15th
century they were
amongst the most
powerful families in
the North-east of Scotland. The survey took place in the first week of April
and results are currently being processed.
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Wressle, East Yorkshire - A geophysical survey of the area to the south of
the castle ruins which had been covered by the previous earthwork survey
funded by the CST, to get more information about the various garden
structures there, as well as other details regarding the deserted village,
moat and fishponds. The 14th-century castle was one of the most important
castles owned by the Earls of Northumberland. The survey took place in the
last week of March.

Earth Resistance
survey undertaken at
Wressle Castle.
© WYAS

.
2018 Grant Awards
Only two projects remain outstanding:
•

•

Pembroke, Wales – the excavation was very successful in finding a late
15th-century residential block which is likely to be the birthplace of Henry
VII. The full report will take longer due to ill health in the project team,
but also as a consequence of the success of the excavations, the number of
finds exceeded the budget for analysing them and the applicants are
seeking funding from other sources to cover these costs.
Ruthin, Wales – The reconstruction is nearly complete, Chris Jones-Jenkins
is waiting to do the final painting.
2017 projects
The report of the Fotheringhay geophysical survey is being finalised and
should be with the Trust to review by Easter.
In the meantime, if you have any questions about any of the projects we
have funded this year or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
To find out more about all the projects we have funded this year and
previous projects please visit our website www.castlestudiestrust.org or
contact
the
chair
of
trustees,
Jeremy
Cunnington,
at
admin@castlestudiestrust.org
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