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Editorial
A few weeks ago the CSG Annual
Conference took place; this year looking
at castles in south Munster in Ireland.
While there will be a full report of the
conference in the next journal, I want to
thank Brian Hodkinson and Dan TietzchTyler for organising it. I’m now very
much looking forward to the next annual
conference being held in the Midlands
next year.
Although the winter months are not
particularly known for archaeological
excavations, as you will see in this
newsletter, there has been much
conservation, restoration and survey
work being undertaken recently.
Thank you to all who have contributed or
suggested pieces for this bulletin, the deadline for the next bulletin is 25 th
August.
Therron Welstead
CSG Bulletin Editor
……………………………………

Diary Dates
Castle Studies: Current Research and the future
13 Oct 2018 Society of Antiquities of London
Further information on page 3
Above:
Carrigadrohid Castle

CSG conference April
11th -14th April 2019

Above right:
CSG on safari in
Ightermurragh Castle

There will be a special pre-conference day on April 10th where we will
endeavour to cover 10 mottes / ringworks in the day.
Further details will be included in the next newsletter

©T. Welstead
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Castles in Poitou: proposed CSG tour to France,
June 2019

Donjon de Niort
©Flickr

It is proposed to run a
tour to visit castles in
Poitou
(south
west
France) in June 2019 if
there
is
sufficient
interest.
The
area,
which was part of Henry
II’s Angevin ‘empire’, is
rich in castles dating
from
their
first
appearance through to
the renaissance, and in
particular
features
many early donjons as
well as Romanesque
churches
and
monasteries. The provisional itinerary will be based in Poitiers, Angoulême
and La Rochelle, and also includes Niort, Parthenay, Coudray-Salbart,
Chauvigny, Cognac, Pons and the World Heritage site at St Savin. It will run
from 19-28 June (depending on confirming 2019 flight schedules). To express
an interest please email p.marshall752@btinternet.com and you will be
kept informed of progress. You will be invited to confirm your place in the
autumn.
Peter Purton.
……………………………………

Data Protection
The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) comes into force on 25
May 2018. It strengthens the protection of personal data in a number of ways,
including increased transparency about how personal data is used and
processed by organisations.
The Castle Studies Group wants to make sure that it is complying with these
new regulations whilst still being able to keep in touch with you in order to
manage your subscription and renewals, and to provide you, as a member,
with our regular publications as a benefit of your membership. To do so, we
have issued a new Privacy Statement that clarifies what personal information
we collect and how it is used. Please take time to review the new Privacy
Statement and contact us with any queries you may have.
Existing members have been sent the new Privacy Statement by email/post
alongside this bulletin, and you can also view the new Privacy Statement on
the CSG website.
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Castle Studies Group – Autumn One-Day Conference
Saturday 13th October 2018
Castle Studies: Current Research and the Future
Provisional Programme
The purpose behind this one-day conference (10am-5pm) at the Society of
Antiquaries of London is two-fold. First, one of the leading figures in castle
studies since the 1950s has been Dr Derek Renn, author of Norman Castles in
Britain (1969; 1973) and numerous papers and guidebooks. Dr Neil Guy, the
CSG Editor, has been editing several essays for a Festschrift to honour Derek,
and the CSG is pleased to be able to launch this collection in October. The
volume, available at the conference, is entitled Castles: History,
Archaeology, Landscape and Architecture.
Second, speakers, including some contributors to the Festschrift, will be
presenting short papers on current research, including thoughts on the
directions which castle studies should be taking.
There are a limited number of spaces and the closing date for those wishing
to attend is 31 July 2018. Booking forms are available on the CSG website.
Below is a provisional programme
10.00- 10.30
10.30- 10.45
10.45- 11.10
f
11.15-11.40
11.45-12.10
12.15-12.40
12.45-1.00
1.00-2.00
2.00-2.25
2.30-2.55
3.00-3.25
3.30-3.55
4.00-4.30
4.30-5.00

Register and coffee/tea
Welcome & launch of the Derek Renn Festschrift
David Mercer – ‘Constructing castles: an archaeological
understanding of the early Norman castle since Ella
Armitage’
Brian Kerr – ‘Windsor Castle – the Round Tower’
Pamela Marshall – ‘Montbazon revisited: another look at the
Romanesque donjon’
Neil Ludlow – ‘Bothwell – a Welsh Marches castle in
Scotland?’
Questions
Lunch in the Council Room. Book sales
Chris Jones-Jenkins – ‘The evolution of a reconstruction
drawing: Caerphilly Castle inner east gatehouse (Bute v.
Cadw)’
Julian Munby - 'Oxford Castle: myth and history of St
George's Tower'
Karen Dempsey – ‘HeRstory: seeing castles from new
perspectives’
Oliver Creighton & Bob Higham – ‘Castle studies in
transition – some further reflections’
Questions, Discussion, Closing Remarks, chaired by Gillian
Scott, Chair/Secretary of the Castle Studies Group
Tea and dispersal
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News in England
Heritage at Risk Registers
The number of sites on the 2017 Heritage of Risk Register (HRR) has
continued its downward trend, 387 entries were removed from the 2016
register for positive reasons. Overall the number of sites on the register has
dropped by 87 entries to 5254 across England.
This drop has been greatly helped by grant aid from Historic England, given
out to 260 projects totalling £10.5 million. Some of these projects have
improved the situation of several sites such as Snodhill Castle (Herefordshire)
which has received much attention and work, with widespread clearance of
vegetation, archaeological excavations and the beginnings of stabilization of
the walls.
For continuity of previous reports in the CSG bulletin, I am using Philip Davis’
database to ascertain which sites to include in this list. Where the name of
the castle differs between the gatehouse database and the HRR, the entry on
the register is in brackets.
The list of castles which have been removed from the register are:
Beverley Manor of the Archbishop of York, East Riding of Yorks
(Hall Garth moated site south of Beverley Minster)
Saffron Walden Castle, Essex
(Bury Hill, Castle Lane, Saffron Walden)
Hereford city walls, Herefordshire
Kentchurch Tump, Herefordshire
(Motte castle 280m south of New Buildings Farm, Kentchurch)
Penyard Castle, Weston under Penyard, Herefordshire
The Tower on the Moor, Horncastle Road, Woodhall, Lincs
Huttons Ambo, N. Yorks
Medieval moated site 150m south east of Low Hutton Post Office, Huttons
Ambo
Moor Monkton Rede House, N. Yorks
Moated site 50m north-west of Red House, Moor Monkton)
Mowbray Castle, Kirkby Malzeard, N. Yorks
South Middleton Moor, Northumberland
Remains of Beauvale Priory, New Road, Greasley
Shrewsbury town walls, Shropshire
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New and re-entries to the risk register
Barnstaple Castle, North Devon
HRR Number 1121421 Re-entry

Barnstaple Castle
motte.
®T.Welstead

The motte has re-entered onto
the Risk Register as the
monument is being damaged by
vandalism and erosion. A
wooden fence has been added
in an attempt to prevent
people climbing the motte
rather than using the path, but
this seems to have had limited
success as people continue to climb up the steep sides of the earthworks.
Durham City Wall, Durham
(No.4, and castle wall incorporated, North Bailey), HRR Number 1121421
The walls are in a poor condition with open joints, eroding foundations and
structural cracks. A Historic England grant has been awarded and a scheme
for repair is in preparation.
Leicester Castle Leicestershire
(Newarke Wall) HRR Number 1361054
(Turret Gateway) HRR Number 1074069
The walls of Leicester Castle are described as being in slow decay, with no
agreed solution. The walls and gateway, built c1422, are at threat from
ongoing weathering, plant growth and mortar failure. Newarke Wall is not a
new entry however Turret Gateway is. Turret Gateway has received condition
survey and a repair proposal is being drawn up.
Miserden Castle mound,- Stroud, Gloucestershire
HRR Number 1004870
The site is generally satisfactory, although it is described as having a
declining trend with significant localised problems; the principal
vulnerability is issues related to forestry.
Taynton Castle Wood, Forest of Dean Gloucestershire.
(Motte in Castle Hill Wood), HRR Number 1002070
Like Miserden, the site is generally satisfactory, although there is a
declining trend with significant localised problems with again, the
principal vulnerability is issues related to forestry.
An overview of castles included in previous registers can be found online
http://www.gatehouse-gazetteer.info/Indexs/HRRindex.html . The table will
be updated to include the latest register in due course.
Therron Welstead
5
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Restoration at Carisbrooke Castle
During the last couple of months at Carisbrooke Castle (Isle of Wight),a start
has been made on the conservation of the 12th-century walls and shell keep
Damaged masonry in which, in places, had become engulfed by ivy and other vegetation. The
Isabella’s window. greenery is in the process of being removed, both manually and chemically.
®T.Welstead
Much of the masonry is being assessed and repointed, whilst some, such as
‘Isabella’s Window’ in the north curtain wall will require further attention
and possible restoration.
The second phase of the work will see the large number of saplings that have
become rooted in the motte from nearby trees removed. This continues a
mass removal of saplings that occurred two years ago on the earthworks on
the northwest area of the castle.
Scaffolding on the
north curtain wall of
Carisbrooke Castle
®T.Welstead

……………………………………

2017 Excavations at Oswestry Castle
Last year there were two periods of community led excavations at Oswestry
Castle; one in May, the other in September. Both digs continued the research
of 2015 and 2016 excavations on the site.
May Excavation
This was a short one week excavation examining the northern edge of the
keep’s walls. The excavation took the form of two narrow trenches, their size
restricted by the path at the site.
Four courses of the splayed base are visible above the level of the path with a
further 5 course continuing the blocks set at 60 degrees. The bottom course
was made of smaller blocks with two faces, beneath this foundations were
visible, but due to the space constraints their nature is not understood.
In the eastern trench a sandstone block with a ‘V’ shaped chamfer at one end
was interpreted to belong to a substantial clamping buttress. The buttress
itself would have extended outwards from the vertical Keep wall by 0.5m or
so. The NW and NE corners of the keep were damaged so a full understanding
of the buttresses was not possible.
……………………………………
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Left:
Door pilaster (right)
and unexpected wall
(left).
Right:
Hidden courses of
part of the north
wall.
® Oswestry Castle
Reseach Project
September Excavation
The excavation in September took the form of a three week dig investigating
the SE corner of the keep extending a trench dug in 2016.
The bottom course of the splayed base and the SE corner of the keep was
uncovered; although, like the NE and NW corners, is damaged, measurements
show that the keep was a square structure.
The eastern side showed signs of reconstruction including a section that had
been cut away with a vertical stone pilaster added, with a door hinge still in
place. This has been interpreted as an external doorway providing access into
another building or courtyard.
In the eastern edge of the trench opposite the door, a well-constructed wall
was found with ashlar sandstone blocks. This possible building is a target for
future excavations so more can be found out about it.
Along with the masonry, several sherds of pottery have been found including
the complete base of a pot. A large, but corroded, key was found which,
along with some of the pottery, has been sent for identification. Musket balls
and two cannon balls, one lead the other iron, were found, these along with
other ammunition uncovered during earlier digs, probably relating to the Civil
war siege at the castle.
2018 Excavations
There are two more phases of excavations at the site this year, one ongoing
at time of writing which is examining the splayed base on the NW corner of
the keep. The second phase of excavations will be a continuation of the
trench in 2017 extending the excavation of the south wall of the keep. Along
with last section of the four faces of the keep being excavated, it is hoped
that the foundations of the forebuilding will be located as well.
For further information https://oswestrycastleexcavations.org.uk/
……………………………………
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News in Ireland & N. Ireland
Excavation at Carrickfergus Castle.
Workers from the
Historic Environment
Division starting
work at the entrance
to Carrickfergus
castle.
® Belfast Telegraph

The Historic Environment
Division,
under
the
direction
of
Stephanie
McMullan, has started to
open up the area in front
(or north) of the main
gatehouse of Carrickfergus
Castle. The primary aim is
to re-design the access to
the castle, which is slippery
when wet and, being rather
indirect, appears to emphasize the isolation of the castle from the
town. Much of the area was excavated in 1950, when an enigmatic feature,
then explained as a "bridge-pit" was exposed. The present work had to be
suspended because of the presence of a whole series of service pipes and
trenches; the bulk may have to be re-routed if the work is to proceed.
However, part of one side of the bridge-pit was identified. The main result
was to reveal the complexity of the bed-rock, which might explain why the
gatehouse is placed, not at the edge of the rock, but further back to the
south. The area has now been back-filled, but, hopefully the work will be
resumed in 2019.
Tom McNeill
……………………………………

Survey at Killyglen
Interpolated
resistivity results
over landscape at
Killyglen
©UAS

Killyglen is a badly-damaged
motte, c.150 metres east of a
small, ruined church set in a
rectangular enclosure. In 2004 the
site was investigated by Queen's
University of Belfast: (see the data
structure report by the Centre for
Archaeological Fieldwork).
The research design for this work
was based on small trenches to
explore the remains on the motte
and in the church enclosure and to
investigate the possible presence of a contemporary settlement, assumed to
lie between the church and the motte. The trenches on the two upstanding
monuments found a reasonable amount of medieval pottery compatible with
the documentary evidence of a parish church at the site in 1307 and a lesser
manor of the Earl of Ulster in 1333. The area between them, surveyed with
resistivity and then with excavation of anomalies, proved to have no such
traces.
In the winter of 2017-8, the Survey Group of the Ulster Archaeology Society
investigated the site further. In 2004, irregular bumps on the ground in the
8
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area west of the church were thought to be the remains of more recent
agriculture, however, photography from a drone and resistivity survey of
much of the area, appeared to show that there were the remains of a small
number of house platforms there. These were enclosed by a bank, over which
the church enclosure seems to have been imposed. It might be that there was
a small settlement here which was then chosen as the site of the parish and
manorial centre. It is hoped that there will be further geophysical surveys,
including an exploration of the immediate vicinity of the motte, to see if it
was as isolated as it seems.
Tom McNeill

Bungalvy Castle, found in Galway

A section of the
uncovered wall of
Bungalvy Castle.
®RTÉ.IE

During excavations in Galway
undertaken
in
advance
of
adaptation of a pre-existing
building for a retail outlet, Frank
Coyne, and Aegis Archaeology
Ltd, have found masonry remains
of what is understood to be
Bungalvy, a castle built for the
De Burgo family in 1232. The
remains include 2 adjoining
sections of 2m thick walling which were found just under half a metre below
ground level.
The defences were built along what was the mouth of the river Corrib,
formerly much wider than at present, where it provided access to the
Atlantic. The stone castle was preceded by a wooden stronghold referred to
as Dún na Gaillimhe, used by the Gaelic O’Flaherty clan which is mentioned
in the ‘Annals of the Four Masters’ of 1124. Walter de Burgo is recorded to
have died in the castle in 1271, but the last record of the castle was in 1280.
Around this time the castle was used as a quarry for the construction of the
nearby hall of Richard, the Red Earl.
The castle formed the nucleus from which the city developed. Jim Higgins,
the city heritage officer said that finding the remains of what is thought to be
Galway’s oldest stone building is “Highly Significant”. The city council and
National Monument Service hope to work alongside the new premise’s owner
so that parts of the castle wall will be displayed behind glass panelling.
Associated with the site, there is evidence of extensive burning, with
charcoal deposits extending over a considerable area. The charcoal may date
to a fire in the town in 1247 which also greatly affected the town, as well as
relating to several attacks that it received. In addition other archaeological
finds have been found such as animal bones, sharpening tools and roof tiles;
samples of which have been sent for carbon dating.
Ciaran Cannon, Minister for the Diaspora and International Development has
expressed his wish for some of the finds to be exhibited at Portumna Castle
which was built by Richard de Burgo in 1618, if so the exhibition would
coincide with its 400 year anniversary.
9
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News in Wales
Investment into Beaumaris Castle and other Cadw sites.

The east end of the
restored chapel,
Beaumaris Castle
®Cadw

Over the last year
there has been
£2.6m investment
to historic sites in
Cadw’s care. One
of the areas that
received particular
attention is the
chapel
in
Beaumaris Castle.
New stained glass
windows have been
installed along with
a replica ‘portable
altar’. As part of
the £123k project there has been restoration work including a new roof, floor
and doors to the chapel.
Several other castles have received attention including the access to Carreg
Cennen Castle (Carmarthenshire), a new roof in the Earl’s Chamber in
Chepstow Castle (Monmouthshire), improvements to Criccieth Castle
(Gwynedd) described in the previous bulletin, and new visitor displays and
digital trail at Rhuddlan Castle (Flintshire).
At present a large portion of the walls of Conwy Castle are clad in scaffolding
for maintenance work including the removal of unwanted vegetation and
repointing of a section of the roofing.

A new path to be made between Dolbadern and
Caernarfon
A new path in Gwynedd, designed for walkers and cyclists, will be created
which will link up Dolbadarn Castle and Caernarfon.
Gwynedd Council have secured £470,000 to create the 8 mile long path
between the two castles. The money will be partially spent on identifying and
purchasing necessary land. Although the precise route still needs to be
decided, the path will connect up with several other paths, most notably the
well-used Lon Eifion cycle path which runs from Bryncir to Caernarfon.
Gwynedd Council Environment Cabinet Member, Cllr Dafydd Meurig said “The
work forms part of a wider project where we are developing a network of
multi-user paths that link communities in Gwynedd with an aim of
encouraging more people to leave the car at home and walk or cycle from A
to B. It’s better for the environment and for people’s health and wellbeing.”
……………………………………
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Reinterpretation at Caerphilly Castle
Cadw have ambitious £570K plans for Caerphilly which will include an
interactive maze, called Gilbert’s maze. The maze at Caerphilly has been
designed by those behind attractions such as the London Dungeon, Warwick
Castle and Madame Tussauds.
The premise of the maze will be that the visitors will aim to break through its
defences to capture the castle without being caught, with several interactive
obstacles.
In addition to the maze there will be a lair for the family of dragons which
have been installed recently at different historic sites in Wales. The story of
the dragons narrated by actor Gareth Potter (Hinterland), will be part of an
audio-visual display near the famous leaning tower.
This will be alongside regular displays of the replica siege engines throwing
ammunition into the surrounding moat.
The
o
o
o
o
o

breakdown of the £571,000 is:
Conservation and interpretation: £200,000
Caerphilly Castle Maze: £140,000
Siege Engines: £120,000
Dragons’ Lair: £61,000
Caerphilly Castle events: £50,000

The plans are hoped to greatly increase the footfall into the castle. In 2017
there was a 13% increase in visitors compared to 2016. This rise was partly
due to the popularity of the dragon family. The admission revenue across at
Cadw sites last year was £4.4 million, almost up 20% on the previous year.
The proposals were submitted to Caerphilly County Borough Council for
planning permission and, at time of writing, are currently awaiting a
decision.

An artist’s
impression of the
proposed maze at
Caerphilly Castle
®Cadw
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Malefant Castle
The remains of Malefant
Castle © Associated
Newspapers Limited

Malefant Castle in Llanmaes
in the Vale of Glamorgan is
at risk of collapse. The base
of the 13th –century tower is
crumbling away leaving the
40ft wall in a precarious
situation.
The fortification forms a
boundary wall between a
house,
owned
by
Rob
Stockdale and farmland,
owned by David Thomas. Rob Stockdale says that he is worried that the wall
will collapse and damage his house with the added risk of killing somebody.
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, in an email stated that the building 'is
considered to be of national importance, with potential to enhance our
knowledge of medieval domestic and defensive architecture.' The structure
was scheduled in May 2017 following an inspection by CADW. As result of the
status of the ruin the Council and Cadw has told Mr Stockdale that restoration
work needs to be done and that the ultimate responsibility lies with the
owner.
Last year Cadw grant aided a structural survey which was commissioned by Mr
Stockdale which showed the remedial works would cost £40,000. Following
the survey he was invited to submit a grant application which would cover up
to 50% of the costs. As of yet no further progress has been made in this
situation.
……………………………………

News in Scotland
Summer Excavation to occur at Dundonald Castle

In August excavations will start at Dundonald Castle, in a hope to find the 13 thcentury stronghold which was destroyed during the ‘Wars of Independence’ in the
early 14th century. The present castle was built in the late 14th century, probably in
association with the accession of Robert II to the throne in 1371. The site is in the
care of HES and the charity, Friends of Dundonald Castle.

Inspection of the
repairs at Dundonald
Castle
®Dundonald Castle

Last year geophysical surveys revealed
remains on the top of the hill which
overlooks the village of Dundonald. These
remains may relate to the castle which
predates the current ruins. The 13th century
castle was built for Alexander Stewart, 4th
High Steward of Scotland. The building was
set around a courtyard with two gatehouses.
There will be five trenches dug which will
hopefully answer many of the questions of
the site.
In addition to preparation for the excavations conservation being undertaken on
sections of the upstanding walls
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HES publishes the Climate Change Risk Assessment
Report
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 not only placed a requirement for
public bodies to contribute to emission reduction targets, but also deliver
programmes for adaptation, to increase resilience, and to act in a sustainable
way. The Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme (May 2017)
specifically tasks Historic Environment Scotland (HES) with quantifying
heritage assets affected by climate change and creating a climate change risk
register for the Properties in Care (PICs).
As a result of the legislation, in January 2018 the HES published the Climate
Change Risk Assessment Report, which forms part of its study and
implementation of monitoring the environmental risk to the areas and
properties in their care. The Report looks at how the environment affects
historic sites particularly with climate change in mind.
For each of the sites in the immediate surrounding area the HES assessed; the
Risk of Coastal Erosion, Slope Instability and 4 types of flooding: Fluvial,
Pluvial, Coastal, and Groundwater. The risk rating is worked out by
multiplying the ‘Likelihood’ of an event happening (out of 5 by the ‘Impact’
an event would have on the site, creating a maximum of 25.
A number of castles are deemed to be at a ‘very high risk of at least one of
the six hazards, ie with a risk rating of 15 or more.
Castle Sween (Argyll) coastal erosion
Dundonald Castle (Kilmarnock) slope instability
Elcho Castle (Perth) flooding
Kisimul Castle (Isle of Barra) flooding
Newark Castle (Renfrewshire) coastal erosion, flooding
The report can be found here
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-andresearch/publications/publication/
……………………………………

Slains Castle Listed by Historic Environment Scotland
In April, Slains Castle (Aberdeenshire) was awarded category B listed status
by the Historic Enviroment Scotland (HES).
Slains Castle as it
stands today
® Jeff Hay

After Francis Hay, 9th Earl of
Erroll, went into exile in 1595 as a
result of his part in the rebellion
against
James
VI
and
his
subsequent defeat at the Battle of
Glenlivet, the king ordered his seat
Old Slains Castle, near Collieston,
be demolished. On Francis’ return,
the earl chose to build at a new
site 6 miles northeast of the old
castle. The tower house was
13
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formerly called Bowness Castle, but in early 18th century it was referred to as
Slains, or Slanes, House.
Slains Castle was visited by Bram Stoker and is understood to have been an
inspiration for his novel, Dracula. In addition Dr Samuel Johnson and his
biographer James Boswell visited the site in 1773 and features in their
journals about their tour of Scotland.
Although it has strong literary associations which aided the decision to grant
the site listed status, its cliff top setting overlooking the North Sea and
architectural features also played a part.
New Slains Castle was built circa 1597 with later large-scale additions and
alterations. The first phase of the castle took the form of a tower with
conjoined ranges possibly in a u-plan. The listing states that ‘New Slains is
unusual in being a courtyard castle or house being built from new in the last
years of the 16th century. As such it helps demonstrate the transition from
fortified dwelling to country house.’ In addition, ‘its architecture reflects the
changing needs and fashions of castle and country house design in several
different periods.’

Photo of Slains Castle
circa 1900

In
1664 the
castle
was
remodelled by Gilbert Hay (11th
Earl), included in this phase was
a classical style brick gallery
which looked into the interior
courtyard as well as providing
access to the various ranges.
During this period there was an
increasing
appreciation
of
classical motifs in Scotland with
arcades/loggias being added in
several other castles however
the example at New Slains differs as it has a full circuit and has pilasters
which cover two storeys.
In 1707 Charles Hay (13th Earl) added a new entrance as well as other
additions. The last major remodelling of the castle occurred in the 1830s
under William Hay (18th Earl). The castle gained a neo-Tudor style complete
with diamond chimney stacks.
In 1916 the Charles Hay (20th Earl), due to death duties had to sell the castle;
the castle was sold again in 1922. In 1925 the castle was stripped of its
contents and furnishings were sold. Following this, for tax exemption the roof
was removed.
Dr Johnson, in 1773 commented that Slains was "built on the margin of the
sea, so that the walls of one of the towers seemed only a continuation of a
perpendicular rock, the foot of which is beaten by the waves… I would not for
my amusement wish for a storm; but as storms, whether wished for or not,
will sometimes happen, I may say without violation of humanity, I would
willingly look upon them from Slains Castle."
14
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News from Europe and World
New art work at Carcassonne
Right and Below: two
angles of the painted
yellow circles at
Carcasonne.
©Varini.org

The western end of the
walls of Carcassonne, in
southern France, have
been transformed by an
art project by Swiss artist
Felice Varini. 15 Large
yellow circles have been
added to the medieval
walls. The circles were
added
to
celebrate
Carcassonne’s
20th
anniversary as being a
UNESCO World Heritage
Site.
The paint work is designed
so that the circles can be
seen in their entirety from
in front of the Porte d'Aude;
all other vantages give
incomplete
or
warped
circles. The artwork is being
promoted
by
Tourism
Carcassonne which says that
the paint ‘spreads in space
like a wave, fragmenting
and
recomposing
the
geometry of the circles on
the towers and curtain walls of the fortifications.’
The paintwork will be removed in September and is said not to cause any
lasting damage to the masonry.
The artwork has caused split opinions with the majority arguing that it is ugly
and that it ruins the monument, while some tourists to the area have been
taking the opportunity to take photos of the distinctive geometric art.
……………………………………
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Database of German Castles
The Deutsche Burgenvereinigung, DBV, or The European Castle Institute, is
undertaking a very large project to catalogue every castle in Germany. The
database is called EBIDAT (Europäisches Burgen-Institut Database) The DBV
director Reinhard Friedrich has said that ‘The well-known castles in
Rhineland-Palatinate, North Rhine-Westphalia and the Saarland are already
completely recorded’ and that those in Lower Saxony are also almost
complete.
The project is expected to be completed in 10 years’ time with estimates
providing a figure around 25,000 castles, but the figure may be even higher
by the time the project is finished
There are already some databases available but they are split between the 16
federal states, each having their own set of statistics. The project aims to
have all the castles in one useable database. Each castle, as far as possible,
will include some details such as location, age, type, function, ownership,
building material and ground plan. Included in the database are all fortified
castles from 6th to mid-16th century owned by a noble families.
The database will be made up of castles known through upstanding material,
archaeology and historical references. The DBV currently estimates that 20%
of the castles in Germany still have a roof, 40% survive as ruins, and 40% as
foundations or no visible trace. In addition to German castles, 8 other
countries have also been entered into EBIDAT: Austria, Czech Republic,
Finland, Hungary, Latvia, Netherlands, and Slovakia.
The funding for the project comes primarily from the European Union, but
also private donations have been given.

A screen shot of the
(translated) entry of
Ambrock on EBIDAT
©Deutsche
Burgenvereinigung
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Restoration at Kumamoto Castle following earthquake.
The two restored
"shachihoko" statues
on Kumamoto Castle.
© Kumamoto
Municipal
Government

In 2016 there was a series of
earthquakes and tremors in the
region of Kumamoto in Japan, the
strongest reaching 7.3 on the
Richter scale. In total 50 people
were killed and over 3000 people
were injured as a result of the
tremors.
One of the buildings affected by
the quakes was Kumamoto Castle,
one of the most famous and visited castles in the country, where an
estimated 30,000 stones fell from the castle walls. The completion date of
the restoration is expected to be in the region of 20 years. The process
includes the removal and salvaging of fallen materials, the use of hikiya, a
Japanese technique of moving a building whole, so work can be undertaken
on the damaged foundations, and the rebuilding of damaged architecture.
The entire project will cost an estimated 63.4 billion yen (£450K)
Although the restoration is going to take a long period of time, the statues of
shachihoko (a creature in Japanese folklore with the head of a tiger and the
body of a carp), iconic features of the castle, have been remade and added
to the east and west sides of the main tower, or tenshukaku, of the castle,
each statue standing 119cm tall and weighing 100kg.

Kumamoto Castle clad
in scaffolding.
®Mike MacEacheran

Kumamoto Castle was
besieged in 1877 during
the Satsuma Rebellion
and the tenshukaku and
some other parts of the
castle were burnt. 13 of
the buildings in the
castle complex were
undamaged, and have
been
designated
Important Cultural Properties; all of these structures were affected by the
earthquake. In 1960, the tenshukaku was reconstructed using concrete.
……………………………………
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Other News
ADS website relaunched with new searches available
At the beginning of the year, a redesigned
Archaeology Data Service website was
launched.
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/ As part
of the new website the ADS library is
becoming an integral part of the searchable resources namely ‘Archsearch’,
‘ADS Archives’, and ‘ADS Library’. Each providing different types of
information; Arch Search is for searching metadata records about monuments
and historic environment events in the UK; ADS Archives is for historic
environment research data (such as images, plans, databases) and contains
international and UK data; ADS Library is a bibliographic tool for searching
for written records on the historic environment of Britain and Ireland.

Grant of land at Berkhamsted Castle
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals have donated three acres of land to the
Berkhamsted Castle Trust. The land forms the Berkhamsted Castle’s eastern
perimeter, in addition £25,000 was also given.

An aerial photo of
Berkhamsted Castle,
the red shading
showing area of
grant.

Mark Trudeau CEO of
the company has said
that the gift makes the
castle complete again.
‘Visitors to Berkhamsted
Castle will now have a
full picture of the
original castle site and
will
gain
additional
access to explore nearly
1,000 years of history’
The castle is managed
by English Heritage and
Berkhamsted
Castle
Trust, which is run by
local volunteers.
Adrian Barham the trust’s chairman has states that as part of the reintegration of the site, ‘we must make sure that Berkhamsted Castle is more
coherently explained and better presented.’
……………………………………
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UK Heritage Awards 2018
On 6th March 2018 the award ceremony of the UK Heritage Awards, formerly
Hudson’s Heritage Awards, took place.
A few the awards were given out to castles such as ‘Best Family Day Out’
which went to Alnwick Castle. A new exhibition at Portchester Castle which
tells some of the stories of the 2000 mixed-race prisoners of war who were
held at the castle in 1796 reveived Judges Recognition. ‘The judges wanted
to recognise the exemplary scholarship that illuminated this
underappreciated aspect of our history, and the Curator, Abigail Coppins,
who did the research’.
In addition English Heritage and Google Arts and Culture won the
‘Contribution to Heritage’ category for the digitalisation of 2000 objects and
360 tours around many English Heritage sites which includes a number of
castles. For further information about this project see CSG Bulletin Jan 2018.
……………………………………

The launch of Windsor Castle: a thousand years of a
royal palace
The writer of this short piece was
fortunate enough to be invited to the
launch of this magnificent book by the
Director of the Royal Collection, courtesy
of Kate Owen, the Academic Publisher of
the Royal Collection Trust.
On Tuesday 24 April, guests assembled for
Choral Evensong in St George’s Chapel,
Windsor Castle, and then proceeded to St
George’s Hall in the upper ward for the
launch. Tim Knox, the recently appointed
Director of the Royal Collection, and
formerly Director of the Fitzwilliam
Museum in Cambridge, opened the
proceedings before handing over to
Steven Brindle of English Heritage, the
editor of the book.
After outlining how the book came to be written, stimulated by the work
after the 1992 fire, and making various acknowledgements, Steven stressed
that although it is a very substantial book, it has been written by the eleven
contributors for the general reader – do not be put off by the size!
The book is richly illustrated, with newly commissioned photography and 3D
reconstructions of the castle at various stages of its development. 552 pages
long, six large-scale plans, seven reconstruction drawings, 32 plans and maps,
and 361 black-and-white and colour illustrations. The RRP is £95.
John R. Kenyon
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Castle Studies Trust
Awards Record Amount
This year we have awarded six grants totalling over £22,000 meaning the
Trust has now awarded grants totalling over £70,000 since it started.
The six projects are:

Bollingbroke
Castle Aerial
photo
including
Route Yard

Bolingbroke, England – revealing
the history of Old Bolingbroke’s
Castles: What can researching
Bolingbroke Castle’s Route Yard
and Dewy Hill tell us about
Bolingbroke Castle? The work is
scheduled to take place in late
May / early June.
Pembroke, Wales – test trenches
at one of Wales’ greatest castles
to confirm the site of the late
medieval structure revealed in
the geophysical survey funded by
the CST in 2016 plus a
topographical survey of the site.
The work is likely to take place in
early September.
Dig It! 2017 Castles of South Scotland – enhancing public understanding and
knowledge of some castles in southern Scotland, their purpose, their history
and their relevance, particularly the lesser-known and least visited sites. This
is particularly focused at developing greater interest amongst more novice
castle enthusiasts. The filming is due to take place in the summer.
Keith Marischal, Scotland – geophysical survey at Keith Marischal House, in
search of a lost medieval castle and renaissance palace with a great hall
reputed to be second in size to that of Stirling’s. The field work is likely to
take place in mid-May.
Laughton-en-le-Morthen,
England–
comprehensive
archaeological
investigation of the motte and bailey castle of Laughton-en-le-Morthen, South
Yorkshire and its surrounding landscape. The field work has already taken
place.
Ruthin Denbighshire, Wales– co-funding reconstruction drawing of this great
Welsh Edwardian fortress. Ruthin was the town where Owain Glyndwr’s
rebellion against English rule started. The team has already started work.
Last year we awarded grants totalling £21,000 to five projects. Here is an
update of work so far:
Castle Pulverbatch Shropshire, England geophysical and photogrammetric
surveys of this motte and bailey castle. All the survey work has been carried
out on the site and the results have been processed and geophys reports
written.
Clifford, Herefordshire England – all the work has been completed and the
excavation report is finished and has been signed off by one of our expert
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assessors. The report is now available on the Castle Studies Trust website
(www.castlestudiestrust.org )
Dinas Bran, Denbighshire, Wales – co-funding the geophysical survey of the
most complete, but little understood, native Welsh built castle has been
completed. The report is now available on the CST website which shows due
to combination of so much fallen masonry and possibly the closeness of the
bedrock to the surface little was found
Fotheringhay, Northants, England – the geophysical survey of the site has
mostly taken place and the aerial survey took place in late October. The
geophys was finished off in late April and the results should be known in July.
Lathom, Lancashire, England – analysis of castle masonry from the
completely destroyed late 15th-century castle built by Thomas, Lord Stanley.
The analysis work and report has been completed and is now be available on
the CST’s website.
If you have any questions about any of the projects we have funded this year
or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate to contact Chair of Trustees
Jeremy Cunnington at admin@castlestudiestrust.org
……………………………………

In other News

Details of the
snow castle
being applied by
using a rulers
and ice
scrapers.
®LSI Architects

As many of you experienced a couple
of
months
ago,
there
was
widespread snow across much of the
UK and Europe. Whilst this brought
infrastructure grinding to a halt and
closed schools, businesses and
attractions, some people took
advantage of the material to build
temporary castles.
In one example part of the team of
LSI Architects decided to make a
scale snow model of the donjon of
Norwich Castle, which can be seen
from their office window.
After building the motte, they used
a plastic storage box for the shape
with details of the masonry using car
ice scrapers. The snow castle was
finished with a bridge guarded by a
tiny snow man.
Although the castle was only just over a metre high, it was well received on
social media. Blair Luther-Veitch, architectural assistant simply describes it
as ‘just us having a bit of fun in the snow.
……………………………………
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Ph.D. & M. Phil. Castle Research
Richard Nevell Ph.D. Abstract
The Archaeology of Castle Slighting in the Middle Ages
University of Exeter, Oliver Creighton and Steve Rippon
rn256@exeter.ac.uk

Medieval castle slighting is the phenomenon in which a high-status
fortification is demolished in a time of conflict. At its heart are issues about
symbolism, the role of castles in medieval society, and the politics of power.
Although examples can be found throughout the Middle Ages (1066–1500) in
England, Wales and Scotland there has been no systematic study of the
archaeology of castle slighting.
This study interrogates the archaeological record to establish the nature of
castle slighting: establishing how prevalent it was chronologically and
geographically; which parts of castles were most likely to be slighted and why
this is significant; the effects on the immediate landscape; and the wider role
of destruction in medieval society. The contribution of archaeology is
especially important as contemporary records give little information about
this phenomenon. Using information recovered from excavation and survey
allows this thesis to challenge existing narratives about slighting, especially
with reference to the civil war between Stephen and Matilda (1139–1154) and
the view that slighting was primarily to prevent an enemy from using a
fortification.
The thesis proposes a new framework for understanding how slighting is
represented in the archaeological record and how it might be recognised in
the future. Using this methodology, a total of 60 sites were identified.
Slighting often coincides with periods of civil war, illustrating the importance
of slighting as a tool of social control and the re-assertion of authority in the
face of rebellion. Slighting did not necessarily encompass an entire site some
parts of the castle – halls and chapels – were typically deliberately protected
from the destruction. There are also examples which fit the old narrative
that slighting was used to prevent a fortification falling into enemy hands,
but these cases are in the minority and are typically restricted to Scotland
during the Scottish Wars of Independence.
Given the castle’s role in shaping the landscape – acting as a focus for
seigneurial power and precipitating the creation and growth of towns – it is
important to understand how slighting effected nearby associated
settlements. The evidence suggests that larger towns were able to prosper
despite the disruption of slighting while smaller settlements were more likely
to decline into obscurity. Importantly towns themselves were very rarely
included in the destruction of slighting.
Understanding castle slighting enhances our view of medieval society and how
it responded to power struggles.
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