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Editorial 
Covid-19 is still very much part of our lives and continues to put a strain 

on all works of life. I hope this bulletin finds you safe and well.  

 

Despite the limitations of normal proceedings, there have been some 

excavations and surveys that have taken place and other castle related 

news. Thank you to those who have suggested and submitted pieces for 

this bulletin. Also, as you can see below, the CSG online talks will be 

starting this month.  

 

Therron Welstead 

CSG Bulletin Editor 

…………………………………… 

 

CSG Online Talks  
With an uncertain 2021 ahead of us, we are looking at ways to put on 

events for our members. This month we are launching a series of talks 

about castles. Dr. Penny Dransart will be delivering our inaugural talk on 

Wednesday 27 January at 5.30pm. She will be speaking about Loch Leven 

Castle in Scotland and the incarceration of Mary Queen of Scots. 

Registration is now open. 

You will have a chance to ask questions after the talk. If you can’t make 

it, we will upload the talk to YouTube. 

The event will take place on Zoom. If you don’t have Zoom you can 

download it from their website or you can join meetings from your 

browser. There is a video guide, though it is likely to be more 

cumbersome than installing Zoom. 

We have a limit of 100 people who can join. It would be wonderful to be 

able to reach that many! To make sure we don’t end up with 150 people 

trying to cram into the call at once and Zoom only letting 100 people in, 

we have set up a registration page. If we end up with more than 100 

people signed up, you will be added to a waiting list. 

We hope to see you on 27 January! 
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Above, Warkworth Castle  
©T. Welstead 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/loch-leven-castle-scotland-and-the-incarceration-of-mary-queen-of-scots-tickets-136330154161
https://zoom.us/download
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDZOx-N39EU
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/loch-leven-castle-scotland-and-the-incarceration-of-mary-queen-of-scots-tickets-136330154161
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Recent issues of Burgen und Schlösser 
 

Two further issues of the quarterly journal of the Deutsche Burgen 

Vereinigung have been received. Each article has a summary in English. 

Vol. 61/3 contains: Joachim Zeune on the ‘Tall Building’ in Röttingen 

(Lower Franconia), Kurt Frein on the shield wall at Sterrenberg am Rhein, 

and Thomas Wozniak on historic graffiti in castles. Vol. 61/4 has Stefan 

Leenen on the reuse of Jewish gravestones in Hülchrath and Lechenich 

castles (Cologne) after the Black Death, Benjamin Rudolph on the tower 

house of Hardgesen (near Göttingen) and Udo Liessem proposing a 

connection between Frederick II’s Prato (N Italy) and Diocletian’s palace 

(Split, Croatia). CSG members interested in any of the above are invited 

to contact treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk to arrange copying. 
 

Peter Purton 
…………………………………… 

 

Covid-19 Heritage Funding 
The knock-on effects of Covid-19 have greatly affected all walks of life 

across the globe. The lockdowns and cessation of the tourism industry has 

meant that many historic sites have lost money that they would have 

gained from site tickets, events, and weddings. Various governments across 

the British Isles have announced that funding would be earmarked for 

heritage and the arts. This distribution of grants is to try to secure the 

future of Britain’s museums, galleries, theatres, independent cinemas, 

heritage sites and music venues.  

 

In England, the grants from the ‘Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage’ and 

the ‘Heritage Stimulus Fund’ are being overseen by Historic England and 

the National Lottery Heritage Fund. Historic Environment Scotland has 

been overseeing the grants under two streams, ‘Re-opening Historic 

Buildings and Sites’ and ‘Sector Resilience and Recovery’. Large bodies 

have been granted money as well, such as Jersey Heritage, which received 

£1.1 million to help it recover the loss of income from entry fees of its 

sites. In Ireland the Heritage Council will decide which applications will 

receive grants in early 2021. At time of writing some of these grants have 

been agreed and in some cases already been given this includes a number 

of castles. 

 

Whittington Castle (Shropshire) was awarded £52,400 by the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund. This will enable to keep the site open and greatly 

aid its running as earlier this year there was great concern whether it 

would be able to open following the drastic loss of revenue (see CSG 

Bulletin 32, pp. 13-14). 

mailto:treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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 Rockingham Castle 

(Northamptonshire) was 

awarded £273,400 from 

the ‘Culture Recovery 

Fund’. A significant 

proportion is to cover 

the running costs and 

other overheads. The 

remainder would be 

used to implement 

changes to allow events 

to go ahead and general 

opening in 2021. This 

includes creating a larger space for staff in the ticket office, a 

modernisation and refurbishment of the toilet facilities, and to cover the 

cost of appropriate PPE for the staff working at the castle.  

 

Bishop Auckland Castle (Co. Durham) received £212,000 for repairs to aid 

heritage recovery. The money was awarded under the condition that the 

work will be undertaken by local specialist contactors and craftspeople. 

The repairs within Auckland Castle gardens are a priority for the Bishop 

Auckland Heritage Action Zone, a partnership scheme between Historic 

England and Durham County Council. The Historic England grant will focus 

on the parts of the garden around the episcopal palace at the castle, which 

are free to visit and where urgent work is needed to fix historic walls, 

railings and steps. 

 

One of the major beneficiaries of the Heritage Stimulas Fund is the Historic 

Houses Foundation (HHF). The Foundation over the last 17 years has 

distributed over £11 million in grant aid to restoration projects in England 

and Wales. The HHF received £3 million as part of the stimulus fund that 

will be used to support 18 individual projects. Two of these are Muncaster 

Castle (Cumbria) and Powderham Castle. At Powderham Castle (Devon) the 

tops of the towers and crenelations will now receive attention. The grant 

to Muncaster Castle will prevent dereliction of the gate and grill to the 

Victorian service courtyard. 

 

The grants will certainly help the sites that are recipients, but undoubtedly 

there are many sites that have not been chosen or did not fit criteria. 

Additionally, the grants in some cases will not cover the loss of income due 

to Covid-19 especially as it seems as though restrictions looklikely to 

continue for at least many more months.  
 

Therron Welstead 

Rockingham Castle 
©T. Welstead 
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Scotland 

Stirling Castle and the 1566 baptism of the future 
James VI and I 

 

 
 

A visual reconstruction by David Simon featuring Stirling Castle focuses on a 

moment when it was attracting international attention in the sixteenth 

century.  A favoured residence of the Stewart monarchs, the castle and its 

setting provided a dramatic stage for the celebration of two royal 

baptisms. The first, the baptism of Prince James, the future James VI and 

I, took place in 1566 and the second, that of James VI’s son, Prince Henry, 

in 1594. These two glittering events signalled a transition from Catholicism 

to Protestantism during a tumultuous period that had been marked by 

political crises and vicious power struggles. Based on different strands of 

research, using archaeological, architectural, documentary and art 

historical sources, the depiction produced for Historic Environment 

Scotland shows a pageant performed during the 1566 baptism. It involved a 

mock assault of an enchanted castle or fort. Mary Queen of Scots intended 

her son’s baptism to convey the message that enemies of state could not 

prevail over the divinity of monarchic succession. 

 

Reconstruction 
by David Simon 
of the “fort 
haldin” during 
the baptism of 
the future James 
VI and I at 
Stirling Castle. 
Crown Copyright 
Historic 
Environment 
Scotland 
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The celebration occupied three days from 17 to 19 December 1566, with 

the focus of attention first on the Chapel Royal, after which it moved to 

different parts of the castle. Located on the north side of the castle’s inner 

enclosure, the Chapel Royal that exists now was preceded by an earlier 

version established by James IV in 1501, after he aggrandised a smaller 

chapel that previously had been remodelled in 1467-1469 by James III. 

These earlier chapels had a stricter east-west orientation than the current 

building. As a result, when James IV had the existing Great Hall built, 

probably between 1497 and c. 1503, the east end of the chapel would have 

hidden the northern portion of the new hall. Richard Fawcett (2001, 6) 

observed that James IV cannot have “relished” this arrangement. Persons 

passing from the outer to the inner close would not have seen the well-

proportioned layout that James VI achieved when he had the Chapel Royal 

rebuilt in 1593-1594 on a slightly different alignment, with dimensions and 

decorations inspired by Solomon’s Temple (Campbell and MacKechnie 

2011). In this most recent incarnation of the Chapel Royal, James VI 

arranged the baptism of his son, Prince Henry, in 1594. Historic 

Environment Scotland’s visual reconstruction depicts James IV’s Chapel 

Royal as it might have appeared at the time of the 1566 baptism; the roof, 

southern aisle and a porch can be glimpsed at the back of the inner close.  
 

 
 

On the afternoon of the 17 December, the Archbishop of St Andrews, 

wearing a mitre and standing with staff and cross, waited in the porch to 

receive the baby prince. The bishops of Dunkeld and Dunblane stood either 

side of him. Other prelates in attendance included the bishop of Ross and 

the prior of Whithorn, all wearing brilliant white rochets (a form of 

The Chapel 
Royal, Stirling 
Castle, built in 
1593-1594 for 
James VI and I. 
© P. Dransart 
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surplice) and their grandest copes. In a double formation, across the inner 

close, barons and gentlemen stood holding tapers to banish the 

approaching darkness of the winter’s afternoon. The baby was carried 

though this rank of honour from his chamber across the close by the comte 

de Brienne (as proxy for Charles IX of France), Jane, countess of Argyll, the 

earl of Bedford (who represented Elizabeth I of England) and Monsieur 

Lacroc, representative of the Duke of Savoy. The earl of Atholl carried a 

great torch of wax. Protestant members of the Scots nobility and the earl 

of Bedford did not enter the chapel because the rite was Catholic. A few 

days previously the earl of Bedford had brought a font for Mary “fra the 

quenis grace of Ingland of twa stane wecht … the same wes of fyne gold” 

(Anon 1833, 103). Inside the chapel, the Archbishop baptised the baby 

Charles James in honour of Charles IX. The countess of Argyll acted as 

proxy godmother for the queen of England. Later the Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland would censure her for participating in a Catholic 

baptism (Dawson 2004, 31). 
 

 
 

Afterwards the whole company went into the Great Hall for a lavish 

banquet. The royal dais was situated at the southern end of the hall, where 

the queen sat at the middle of the table with the comte de Brienne on her 

right and the earl of Bedford on her left. The Duke of Savoy’s 

representative sat at the table end. In HES’s reconstruction, the Great Hall 

appears immediately behind the Forework and gatehouse, showing one of 

the bay windows marking the dais end of the hall and a projecting semi-

circular stair tower at mid-point of the east wall. The crenellated parapet 

of the wall walk, supported on two tiers of corbelling, is also visible in the 

reconstruction.  

The crenellated 
parapet of the Great 
Hall, Stirling Castle.  

© P. Dransart 
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Masquerades took place on the third and final day of the celebrations, 

followed by supper. After nightfall came the staging of a most spectacular 

event, which the author of an anonymous contemporary account called a 

“fort haldin”, on the open ground close to the kirk yard (Anon 1833: 105). 

In the mock assault on the enchanted fort, soldiers dressed as actors threw 

real fireworks – the anonymous author listed “artailyerie, schote fyre 

ballis, fyre speris”. The fort stood firm and the company then returned to 

the castle where Mary declared her son to be prince of Scotland, duke of 

Rothesay, earl of Kyle, Carrick and Cunninghame, and baron of the barony 

of Renfrew. She knighted some of her other subjects. 

 

The “fort haldin” was inspired by the magnificences of the Valois monarchs 

in France, who sought to use powerful visual rhetorical strategies in an 

attempt to conciliate factions during the years following the war of religion 

that pitted Catholic and Huguenot against each other. Cultural historians 

have explored how monarchs directed magnificences towards the 

attention, in a domestic sphere, of their own subjects, as well as 

attempting to impress international observers (Bowers 2005; Bath 2012). 

Mary Queen of Scots had spent her formative years in the French court and 

she was familiar with such events. Michael Lynch (1990: 8-9) noted some 

details in a Tournament of Diverse Nations and a magnificence staged on 

different occasions in 1565 at Bayonne that have particular resonance when 

compared with the 1566 baptism.  

 

Listed in the accounts of the Treasurer of Scotland for November and 

December 1566 are materials used in the costumes for the “fort haldin”. In 

particular, they include the following:   

Item for twenty aucht gaitt skynnis quhairof was maid four 

hieland wyld mens cleithings from heid to fute 

Item for thre lamis skynnis quhairof was maid four bonnetis 

of fals hair to the mores [moors]  

Item for twenty aucht ellis … of bougrem [buckram], 

collouris reid, blew, blak and quhit … maid in fyftein 

cleithingis, to wit four lans knychtis [lance knights or 

mercenaries], four for morres, four for horsemen and three 

for contrefait devils … distributit to fyftein soldiouris … quha 

combattit within and without the forth [the fort] togiddir 

with the foirsaidis hieland men having the executioun of the 

fyreworkis in their handis (cited by Lynch 1990: 5-6) 

The company of nineteen soldiers who attacked the enchanted castle at 

Stirling consisted therefore of four lance knights, four Moors, four 

horsemen, three “counterfeit” devils and four “wild” highlanders. At least 

some of these characters had their equivalents in the Tournament of 
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François Desprez, 
Recueil de la diversité 

des habits (1562).  
©The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, Harris 
Brisbane Dick Fund, 

1940.  
(Creative Commons 1.0) 

 

 

Diverse Nations at Bayonne. There French noblemen led sets of troops, 

each consisting of six men clad in the garments of a different nation. The 

duke of Guise and his men were dressed “a L’Escoçoise sauvage”, signalling 

his family’s associations with Scotland (Lynch 1990: 9). At Bayonne, it was 

the Moors who threw the fireballs but at Stirling, however, the four hieland 

wyld men had that honour. 

 

Michael Lynch (1990: 6) suggested that the highlanders were inspired by 

the wild men and women of European mythology, but those inhabitants of 

the forest were typically depicted wearing leaves rather than animal skins. 

A more immediate source of visual imagery was available in the form of the 

Irish or Highland brat, a shaggy mantle, woven with a pile to imitate 

fleece. This untailored garment, which was wrapped round the wearer’s 

shoulders on top of other garments, had been known to observers in 

western European countries since at least the twelfth century. By the 

sixteenth century, it was particularly associated with Gaelic speakers from 

Ireland and the west of Scotland (Dransart 2012: 100-101). Albrecht Dürer 

drew a man wearing such a mantle during his visit to the Low Countries in 

1521. The garment, at least, was widely known throughout western Europe, 

although it is not clear whether people had really seen authentic cases of 

individuals wearing it.  

 
A book entitled Recueil de la diversité des habits, containing a series of 

woodcuts purporting to show the archetypical dress of the nations of the 

world, included une Sauvage d’Ecosse (“a wild woman of Scotland”) and 
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her male counterpart, le capitaine sauvage (“the wild captain”). Compiled 

by François Desprez and published by Richard Breton in Paris, at least two 

editions of the book are known (1562 and 1564). Mary Queen of Scots and 

Bastien Pagez, who was one of her valets de chambre charged with staging 

the Stirling magnificence, could have known of the Recueil. Although the 

wild captain looks utterly fanciful, his mantle is a woven fleecy garment. 

The image is based on something that existed. His female companion, in 

contrast, is a complete fabrication. There was no factual basis for women 

wearing hide from head to foot in sixteenth-century Scotland. There is, 

however, a strong possibility that these images provided a visual clue for 

the costumes of the wild highlanders at the Stirling magnificence, who 

were clad and padded in goat skin from head to foot. Lance knights and 

Moors in the Recueil might also have served as models. 

 

Personages in the Recueil are presented 

full length with a quatrain of verse 

occupying the lower part of the page. A 

similar composition can be seen in an 

illuminated portrait of Henri II of France, 

who was father-in-law to Mary Queen of 

Scots until his death in 1559. The verse 

explains the image as an allegory 

glorifying Henri II with the attributes of 

ancient deities: Minerva, Mars, Diana, 

Cupid and Mercury. Michael Bath (2012) 

thought that Henri II’s depiction may not 

have shown a specific costume but 

served as a visualisation in a milieu in 

which kings and courtiers performed in 

elaborate masques. The Stirling “fort 

haldin” belonged to a creatively 

imagined event playing on temporary 

confusions of ethnicity, gender and 

nationality, with the divinity of the 

reigning monarch bringing peace and re-

establishing order.  

 

In HES’s reconstruction, the pavilion from where Mary and the ambassadors 

from France, England and Savoy observed the “fort haldin” is located near 

the south-western end of the esplanade, the site of the former horse 

market. It is possible that, for the other spectators watching in the open 

air, this structure heightened the sense of royal and noble dignity of its 

occupants besides offering them some protection against the elements 

(Lynch 1990: 9-10). The baptismal celebrations originally were intended to 

be held in October but were postponed to allow time for the ambassadors 

Maître des Heures de 
Henri II, c. 1550. 

©Bibliothèque 
nationale de France, 

département des 
Estampes et de la 

photographie, 
Réserve NA 255. 
Image in public 

domain 
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from France, Savoy and England to arrive and because the queen had fallen 

ill in Jedburgh in October (Lynch 1990: 4-5). While some of the 

magnificences staged in Bayonne took place in mid-summer, the darkness 

of the night shortly before the winter solstice at Stirling must have 

enhanced the spectacular effects of the fireworks. 

 

The reconstruction enables visitors when walking round the castle to 

imagine more vividly where the events described here took place. At the 

time of writing, Stirling Castle has been open to visitors. Advance booking 

is required for tickets and because opening is subject to the Scottish 

Government’s guidance for the pandemic, it is important to consult the 

website before planning a visit: https://www.stirlingcastle.scot/discover  

  

I wish to thank Geoffrey Stell for help in accessing some of the items cited. 
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Penelope Dransart 

https://www.stirlingcastle.scot/discover
https://www.northernrenaissance.org/rare-shewes-and-singular-inventions-the-stirling-baptism-of-prince-henry/
https://www.northernrenaissance.org/rare-shewes-and-singular-inventions-the-stirling-baptism-of-prince-henry/
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Historic Environment Scotland’s Castle Conservation 

Register 
 

In Michael Davis’s essay on castle restoration in Ayrshire, published as part 

of the lost 2020 conference proceedings in the current CSG Journal 34 (and 

available online on the CSG website), reference was made to the Castle 

Conservation Register maintained by Historic Environment Scotland. Given 

that the establishment of an online register was one of the main 

interlinked projects in the Scottish Castle Initiative taken forward by 

Historic Scotland in 2009, more than an eventful decade ago, Michael’s 

essay prompted the thought that the time was ripe to refresh our 

acquaintance with the register and to remind members of its current 

contents.  

 

I was a member of that 

original advisory 

board. The purpose of 

the register, as 

described by Malcolm 

Cooper in his preface 

to Richard Fawcett and 

Allan Rutherford’s 

Renewed Life for 

Scottish Castles (CBA 

York, 2011), page xiii, 

was and remains to 

describe ‘a number of 

castles and tower 

houses that display 

qualities which might mean that restoration is in principle acceptable, 

subject to the identification of an appropriate scheme.’   

 

Now included in a list of links at the foot of the CSG website, the Castle 

Conservation Register can be accessed at 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-

guidance/legislation-and-guidance/the-castle-conservation-

register/#overview_tab. It consists of five main pages which fully explain 

the rationale behind the scheme and need not be repeated here: an 

overview; registration criteria; restoring a castle; grants; and contact.   

 

Referred to in the overview, the list itself is hot-linked to 

http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2920:10:0 . The 

castles are listed alphabetically, but the list can be manipulated and sorted 

by council area, parish, scheduled monument or listed building status.  

 

Fairburn Tower 
© The Landmark 

Trust 

http://castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/CSG%20Journal%202020-21REV4-CALIBRI-1-Package-16-11-Restorations-116-130-lowres.pdf
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/the-castle-conservation-register/#overview_tab
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/the-castle-conservation-register/#overview_tab
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/the-castle-conservation-register/#overview_tab
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2920:10:0
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Name Council Area Parish 

Baltersan Castle South Ayrshire Kirkoswald 

Blairfindy Castle Moray Inveravon 

Buckholm Castle Scottish Borders Melrose 

Burgie Castle Moray Rafford 

Cardrona Tower Scottish Borders Traquair 

Collairnie Castle Fife Dunbog 

Denmylne Castle Fife Abdie 

Dunskey Castle Dumfries and Galloway Portpatrick 

Earlstoun Castle Dumfries and Galloway Dalry 

Evelick Castle Perth and Kinross Kilspindie 

Fairburn Tower Highland Urray 

Gilbertfield Castle South Lanarkshire Cambuslang 

Hoddom Castle Dumfries and Galloway Cummertrees 

Innerpeffray Castle Perth and Kinross Crieff 

Kenmure Castle Dumfries and Galloway Kells 

Knockhall Castle Aberdeenshire Forvan 

Lordscairnie Castle Fife Moonzie 

Pitcur Castle Perth and Kinross Kettins 

Pittarthie Castle Fife Dunino 

Plunton Castle Dumfries and Galloway Borgue 

Sauchie Castle Clackmannan Alloa 

Sorbie Castle Dumfries and Galloway Sorbie 

Stapleton Tower  Dumfries and Galloway Dornock 

Thomaston Castle South Ayrshire Kirkoswald 

Torwood Castle  Falkirk Dunipace 

Tranent Tower East Lothian Tranent 

 

Illustrated with a keynote image and usually three thumbnails, each of the 

26 entries is about 500-700 words in length and the text is set out 

systematically under five sub-headings: description; history; status; 

conservation options; and bibliography.   

 

All 26 are classifiable as tower houses of various forms, all except three 

(Baltersan, Fairburn and Hoddom) are scheduled monuments, and all 

except one (Cardrona) are also listed buildings. As it currently stands, the 

list has a predominantly southerly geographical spread with seven, more 

than a quarter, in Dumfries and Galloway. By contrast, Highland has only 

one, while the castle country of the North-East, Aberdeenshire and Moray, 

musters only three.  
 

Geoffrey Stell
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Historic Environment Scotland’s Statements of 

Significance for Castles, Palaces and Forts in State Care 
 

Statements of Significance or of Cultural Significance have been a staple of 

international site, monument and building conservation for over four 

decades, ever since the adoption of the Burra Charter by Australia ICOMOS in 

1979 and of the principles subsequently articulated by the Australian 

architectural historian, James Semple Kerr (1932-2014). The charter 

introduced the concept of cultural significance as a means of assessing the 

‘aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value [of places] for past, present or 

future generations’.  
 

 
 

Such values-based assessments are necessarily preceded by information-

gathering and thus lean heavily on the preparation of detailed 

investigations, surveys and reports of the kinds traditionally prepared by 

agencies such as the Royal Commissions, their successors and kindred 

recording bodies. As Andrew Brown of Historic England has also emphasised 

(https://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/statements-of-

significance/statements-of-significance.htm), both the recording and the 

statements should have a neutral quality, free of any impact assessment or 

justification for any proposed changes.  

 

Pointing to relevant sections of the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) and Conservation Principles published by English Heritage in 2008, he 

offers guidance on how statements might best be couched, and how they 

might encourage ‘the appropriate enhancement of heritage assets and not 

merely the limitation of harm’. As an assessment that is a model of 

‘neutrality’ he selects a Scottish exemplar, that produced by Avanti 

Architects for the sadly derelict St Peter’s Seminary, Cardross, 

Dunbartonshire, for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Glasgow in 2008.   

Aberdour Castle 
© A. Mcmillan 

(Creative Commons 3.0) 

https://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/statements-of-significance/statements-of-significance.htm
https://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/statements-of-significance/statements-of-significance.htm
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In recent years, building on the work and practices of its predecessor bodies, 

Historic Environment Scotland (HES) has gone much further than just 

offering advice and models. It has gone to great lengths to issue a series of 

statements of significance for its own properties in state care. Updating my 

own information on such statements to present to postgraduate students on 

the buildings recording and analysis module which I teach at the University 

of Edinburgh, it seemed useful to share my findings with the Castle Studies 

Group, an idea with which CSG colleagues warmly concurred.  

There are currently 310 Statements of Significance listed on the HES website 

(also now noted on the CSG website under the ‘Links’ tab). However, the 

total number is actually over 320, given that, as a linear monument, the 

Roman Antonine Wall is represented by 12 separate statements. Of this 

aggregate, just over a quarter (82) are broadly classifiable as castles, forts 

and palaces. All the statements are available as downloadable pdfs, making 

it a very substantial resource.  

HES prefaces each statement with an introductory blurb, describing them as 

‘documents outlining the history and development of Scotland’s Properties 

in Care. They highlight the key features that make the properties special … 

We’re continually revising them, so they vary in length, format and level of 

detail. Many were compiled some time ago and some are very much a work 

in progress. We try to take a holistic approach to the Properties in Care. As 

well as being nationally important because of their cultural significance, 

they can: stand as well-loved local landmarks; provide habitats for rare or 

endangered species; and provide spectacular images of Scotland which add 

to our national identity. The statements aim to articulate these values. They 

inform our conservation work, provide a basis for interpreting the site to 

visitors, and highlight areas where more research is needed.’ The target 

audiences are described as ‘researchers, conservation and heritage 

enthusiasts’, which certainly seems to encompass the CSG on all counts! 
 

 

Old Wick Castle 
© P. Glyn  

(Creative Commons 1.0) 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/?publication_type=45
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The fuller, more recent statements are structured around a values-based 

framework of the kind described above. Typically, following an introduction 

and summary, the core of the statement is an assessment of values, usually 

evidential, historical, architectural and artistic, landscape and aesthetic, 

natural heritage and contemporary/use values, in that order. These are 

followed by sections pointing to major gaps in understanding and associated 

properties, the whole being rounded off with a bibliography and a set of 

appendices, often substantial, setting out historical, architectural and 

archaeological narratives and evidence.  
 

The current list of statements relating to castles, palaces and forts runs as 

follows, in the alphabetical order in which they appear on the HES website.  

Site (as named by HES) Last reviewed Published Pages (pdf) 

Aberdour Castle 2016 2018 53 

Affleck Castle 2004 2018 6 

Auchindoun Castle 2011 2019 6 

Balvaird Castle 2013 2018 7 

Balvenie Castle 2011 2018 8 

Blackness Castle 2013 2018 11 

Bothwell Castle 2014 n.d. 11 

Broughty Castle 2017 n.d. 45 

Burleigh Castle 2005 2018 4 

Cadzow Castle 2014 2018 11 

Caerlaverock Castle 2015 2018 32 

Cardoness Castle 2013 2018 8 

Carnasserie Castle 2020 2020 42 

Carsluith Castle 2013 2018 6 

Castle Campbell 2013 n.d. 10 

Castle of Old Wick 2020 2020 62 

Castle of Park 2013 2020 7 

Castle Sween 2004 2018 6 

Clackmannan Tower 2013 2018 8 

Claypotts Castle 2019 2019 33 

Corgarff Castle 2004 2018 6 

Coulter Motte 2015 2018 6 

Craigmillar Castle 2016 2018 28 

Craignethan Castle 2020 2020 41 

Crichton Castle 2018 2018 32 

Crookston Castle 2004 2018 6 

Cubbie Roos Castle 2019 2019 31 

Dirleton Castle 2019 2019 22 

Doune Castle 2020 2020 54 

Druchtag Motte 2013 2019 5 

Drumcoltran Tower 2013 2019 6 

Duffus Castle 2011 2018 7 

Dumbarton Castle 2015 n.d. 14 

Dundonald Castle 2005 2018 7 

Dunstaffnage Castle and Chapel 2018 2018 25 
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Earl’s Palace, Birsay 2004 n.d. 4 

Earl’s Palace, Kirkwall 2004 n.d. 6 

Edinburgh Castle 2012 n.d. 21 

Edzell Castle 2004 n.d. 7 

Elcho Castle 2005 2019 8 

Fort Charlotte 2014 2019 9 

Fort George 2016 n.d. 35 

Glenbuchat Castle 2004 2019 6 

Greenknowe Tower 2011 2019 6 

Hackness Battery and Martello Tower 2004 2019 7 

Hailes Castle 2012 2019 9 

Hermitage Castle 2011 2019 8 

Huntingtower Castle 2004 2019 8 

Huntly Castle 2018 2018 20 

Inverlochy Castle 2004 2020 7 

Kilchurn Castle 2004 n.d. 6 

Kildrummy Castle 2019 2019 39 

Kinnaird Head Castle, Lighthouse and 

Wine Tower 

2004 2018 6 

Kinneil House 2017 2019 30 

Kisimul Castle 2014 2020 8 

Knock Castle 2004 2019 5 

Linlithgow Palace, Peel and Park 2012 n.d. 12 

Loch Doon Castle 2004 2019 4 

Lochleven Castle 2005 2019 5 

Lochmaben Castle 2018 2019 10 

Lochranza Castle 2004 2019 5 

Maclellan’s Castle, Kirkcudbright 2015 2019 17 

Morton Castle 2020 2020 41 

Muness Castle 2020 2020 33 

Newark Castle 2014 2018 10 

Noltland Castle 2004 2019 5 

Orchardton Tower 2015 2020 13 

Peel Ring of Lumphanan 2004 2019 5 

Ravenscraig Castle 2011 2019 6 

Rothesay Castle 2014 2019 12 

Ruthven Barracks 2004 2018 6 

Scalloway Castle 2014 2019 9 

Scotstarvit Tower 2011 2019 6 

Skipness Castle 2003 2019 6 

Smailholm Tower 2015 2020 13 

Spynie Castle 2011 2019 10 

St Andrews Castle 2011 2019 9 

Stirling Castle 2004 n.d. 23 

Tantallon Castle 2019 2019 18 

Threave Castle 2017 n.d. 13 

Tolquhon Castle 2004 2018 7 

Urquhart Castle 2004 .n.d. 6 
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The imbalances in coverage, which HES fully admits to, are plain to see, 

but there is an equally clear determination to iron these out as far as 

possible over time, a laudable aim which I am sure CSG members will 

applaud and encourage. As matters currently stand, there are 21 

statements over 20 pages in length, and although the order of the league 

table is not what one might expect, it reflects a more expansive approach 

over recent years and augurs well for future revisions.  
 

Site (as named by HES) Last reviewed Published Pages (pdf) 

Castle of Old Wick 2020 2020 62 

Doune Castle 2020 2020 54 

Aberdour Castle 2016 2018 53 

Broughty Castle 2017 n.d. 45 

Carnasserie Castle 2020 2020 42 

Craignethan Castle 2020 2020 41 

Morton Castle 2020 2020 41 

Kildrummy Castle 2019 2019 39 

Fort George 2016 n.d. 35 

Claypotts Castle 2019 2019 33 

Muness Castle 2020 2020 33 

Caerlaverock Castle 2015 2018 32 

Crichton Castle 2018 2018 32 

Cubbie Roos Castle 2019 2019 31 

Kinneil House 2017 2019 30 

Craigmillar Castle 2016 2018 28 

Dunstaffnage Castle and Chapel 2018 2018 25 

Stirling Castle 2004 n.d. 23 

Dirleton Castle 2019 2019 22 

Edinburgh Castle 2012 n.d. 21 

Huntly Castle 2018 2018 20 

 

At the other extreme, 46, more than half of the 82 statements, are of less 

than ten pages in length, the shortest three being of merely four pages. 

Obviously, there is still some way to go. One might also hope that, as the 

series progresses, the considerable effort and skill on the part of authors, 

editors and managers which these statements reflect – but very obviously 

also conceal – might escape from old-fashioned notions of anonymity within 

officialdom. Collectively, we should be proud that at least one member of 

CSG is the author of one of 2020’s more substantial reports, but it would 

probably be a breach of the Official Secrets Act to name the person! 
 

Geoffrey Stell 

…………………………………… 
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Wales 

Mold Castle Excavations 
 

As a result of ongoing excavations by Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust at 

Mold Castle (Flintshire), there have been several finds meaning a 

reinterpretation of the site’s history is needed. It was originally thought to 

have been an 11th-century earth and timber motte and bailey castle. Two 

sections of a masonry wall have been found on the edge of the inner 

bailey, indicating that the site was more significant than previously 

thought. The wall may have been part of a defensive fortification or part of 

a range of domestic buildings.  

 
In addition to the masonry, pottery and arrowheads have been found 

probably dating to the 12th or 13th century.  The excavation also uncovered 

human remains, 6 burials being intact and a further one that was previously 

disturbed. They have been described as being interred with ‘respect’. 

Samples of the bones have been sent to Durham University for further 

analysis. During post-excavation work, it is hoped that a greater 

understanding of the newly found masonry and other finds from the site 

can be gained. 

 

The excavation is part of a £1.8 million project to encourage further use of 

the site for leisure and events. The project is due to be completed in 

January 2021 and it is hoped to have an official opening event in the 

summer.  

 
 

A section of the 
wall uncovered 

during excavation 
at Mold Castle. 

© Bailey Hill Project 
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Usk Castle Shutting its Gates to the Public 
 

After being open for 

about 30 years, Usk 

Castle (Monmouthshire) 

will close its gates to 

the public. The 

twelfth-century castle 

was bought for just 

£525, but since then 

hundreds of thousands 

of pounds has been 

spent on restoring the 

site. Mrs Humphreys 

said “Following the 

closure of Usk Castle 

over lockdown, we tentatively tried opening by appointment over the 

summer bank holiday period to help visitors find things to do over a damp 

weekend. It proved onerous and unrewarding… We have had an increasing 

number of unpleasant experiences, from drug users and dealers, litter, 

theft, and plain rudeness… The spirit of joyful appreciation has been 

replaced by the demands of a right to visit. The change, therefore, is that 

we have decided, for the future, that the castle will be freely open only to 

Usk Castle Friends”. Usk Castle Friends were set up in 1999 with aim to 

raise awareness of the castle ruins. Whilst not primarily a principal 

fundraising body, they have paid for improved signage in and around the 

castle.  

…………………………………… 

 

Caernarfon Castle Gatehouse Update  
 

In November 2020 Gwynedd Council approved plans to open up sections of 

the king’s gatehouse in Caernarfon Castle, which will include the 

installation of a lift. Plans for part of the works were approved last year 

which included the construction of temporary buildings within the castle 

walls to clear out the King’s gate in preparation of the main project. This 

includes having the Watergate serve as an entrance while the works are 

being undertaken. 

 

The works, which are planned to be completed by early 2022, will include 

new interactive spaces, accessible toilets, a gift shop and a café. It will 

also open up parts of the castle which are currently inaccessible including 

windows which overlook the town.  

 

Usk Castle chapel 
© T. Welstead 
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There was some 

concern by town 

councillors that the 

café would compete 

with those already in 

the town, but planning 

officers following a 

response from Cadw, 

approved it as the 

‘intention would be to 

work with local 

businesses, and to 

offer a local café [the 

chance] to run the café 

within the castle, as 

has been done at other 

Cadw sites.’ This was 

deemed to be ‘fair’.  

 

The £3.7 Million project will be undertaken by Grosvenor Construction who 

have previously undertaken the smaller project of the construction of a 

new ticket office in the castle in 2015. Work will begin on 30 November 

2020 with the erection of 190 tonnes of scaffolding to gain access to the 

top of the 25m-high King’s Gate towers. 

 
 

 

…………………………………… 

 

Side plan of works in 
the King’s Gate  

© Cadw 

Artistic Impression of 
the interior after the 
project at Caernarfon 

Castle. 
© Cadw 
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England 

Heritage at Risk Register 
Each year Historic England publishes a Heritage at Risk register that 

identifies historic sites in England “most at risk of being lost as a result of 

neglect, decay or inappropriate development”. It includes all structural 

scheduled monuments with upstanding remains, all grade 1 or II* listed 

sites, grade II places of worship, and all grade II sites in London. 
 

The creation of this 

year’s Heritage at 

Risk Register has 

been affected by 

Covid-19. Due to 

lockdowns and 

restrictions of 

travel, site visits 

were not always 

possible for either 

Historic England or 

local authorities. 

This means that 

the usual level of on-site checking of entries on the register, both new and 

existing, was not possible. Despite this, there were 9 new sites added to 

the list this year (see table). If you would like the full list of castles on the 

Heritage at Risk Register, email: bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worcester city walls already had one section of the city wall on the register. 

Castle 
County/local 

authority 

Scheduling 

number 
Reason for listing 

Buckden Palace Cambridgeshire 1006855 
Deterioration - in 

need of management 

Pinxton Castle Derbyshire 1010025 Scrub/tree growth 

Dudley Castle Dudley 
1343187 & 

1014042 

Loss of Masonry, 

solution agreed but 

not yet implemented 

Thornbury Castle Gloucestershire 1321132 Loss of masonry 

Nether Stowey 

Castle 
Somerset 1019421 Bracken 

Bishopstrow Farm Wiltshire 1009891 Arable ploughing 

Castle Combe Wiltshire 1009580 
Plant growth – 

General 

Malmesbury town 

defences 
Wiltshire 1004681 Scrub/tree growth 

Worcester city 

walls (section of)* 
Worcestershire 1003777 Risk Collapse 

Dudley Castle in 2011 
©T. Hisgett, (CC BY 2.0) 

 

mailto:bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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Codnor Castle 
 

Note from the Rokia Brown, Codnor Castle Heritage Trust Chairman. 
 

The Codnor Castle Heritage 

Trust (CCHT) are delighted 

to announce the approval of 

a planning application for 

Codnor Castle which includes 

the conversion of historic 

farm buildings into dwellings 

and a visitor centre. The 

application can be viewed on 

the Amber Valley Borough 

Council (AVBC) planning 

portal (AVA/2018/0387). The 

visitor centre will provide a base for the Trust and will provide a social 

benefit and a tourist attraction. This will enable people to gather and learn 

and experience Codnor Castle and its rich heritage in the interest of 

cultural wellbeing. Tourism from the visitor centre will bring spending that 

will also benefit other local businesses in the area. 
 

The CCHT have also just secured 

a 99-year leasehold with a legal 

foothold on the castle site. The 

99-year leasehold will finally 

enable the Trust to sustain and 

enhance the significance of this 

wonderful local heritage asset. 

The Trust can now be able to 

secure the optimal viable use of 

Codnor Castle in support of its 

long-term conservation in relation to planning for long term projects and 

accessing funding for future consolidation works, condition surveys and 

archaeological projects such as field school training camps. The CCHT have 

never been in a position where we can plan any long-term projects like 

this. We always had to operate on a yearly basis with planning projects for 

the community to benefit its heritage. It has taken a very stressful two and 

a half years for the planning application to come to fruition and be passed. 

Thank you to AVBC and to all our supporters throughout the years who have 

cheered us up, reminded us why we are doing this and for your positive 

input which has kept the Trust going! We cannot wait for 2021 to start our 

future planning. We are so excited for the long-term future of Codnor 

Castle which has never seen this security consolidated for its future! 

The CCHT will be updating any new information on our website, 
www.codnorcastle.co.uk and Facebook page. 
 

 

Rokia Brown, Chairman, CCHT. 

Codnor Castle 
© Trevor Middleton 

The buildings which 
will be converted 

into dwellings and a 
visitor centre 

© Trevor Middleton 

https://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/planning/development-management/view-a-planning-application/?fbclid=IwAR1u5ad78nHzfokhR7eWbgf5qF9j_u4aZtoP0HuHQ1aBwoo0KHfMHy7Rn5U
https://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/planning/development-management/view-a-planning-application/?fbclid=IwAR1u5ad78nHzfokhR7eWbgf5qF9j_u4aZtoP0HuHQ1aBwoo0KHfMHy7Rn5U
https://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/planning/development-management/view-a-planning-application/?fbclid=IwAR1u5ad78nHzfokhR7eWbgf5qF9j_u4aZtoP0HuHQ1aBwoo0KHfMHy7Rn5U
http://www.codnorcastle.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CodnorCastle/
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…………………………………… 
 

St Briavels Castle 
 

In late-December a section of St 

Briavels Castle walls partially 

collapsed. As there is risk of further 

collapse the affected area has been 

fenced off by English Heritage who 

manage the site situated in 

Gloucestershire. 

The early indications are that the 

damage was caused by very heavy 

rain associated with Storm Bella. St 

Briavels is a good example of a 

thirteenth-century enclosure castle. 

It is used as a Youth Hostel by the 

YHA.  

…………………………………… 
 

Jersey 
Jersey Heritage to become a registered charity 

 

 
By registering as a charity, Jersey Heritage can benefit from tax 

exemptions and grants only available to charities. The organisation self-

generates around half of its income and the government funds the 

remainder. The Charities (Jersey) Law 2014, however, prevents 

organisations from registering if the constitution allows ministerial or 

States management.  

 

The section of 
collapsed wall at St 

Briavels Castle 
© YHA 

Elizabeth Castle 
© CC BY-SA 3.0 de  

2017 Wolfgang 
Pehlemann  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en
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To stop losing an estimated £450,000 a year from tax-free status and the 

right to apply to certain trusts and funds, it was proposed that the 

constitution of the organisation was to be changed. This was unanimously 

approved by State members in the beginning of December. The Report that 

outlined the amendments concluded that the “charitable status is vital to 

JHT’s ability to raise substantial funds and to obtain tax exemptions and 

other benefits, all of which contribute to the costs of operating the 

heritage sector in the Island for the public benefit” 

 

Jersey Heritage manages a number of historic sites including Elizabeth 

Castle (St Helier) and Mont Orgueil (Gorey) Castle. Additionally, it holds 

and runs the Jersey archives.  

…………………………………… 
 

Research Students 
 

…………………………………… 
 

Ochs Scholarship 
 

If you are an independent post-graduate student in the late stages of your 

research project and need funding, you might like to consider applying for 

the Ochs Scholarship, which is awarded by the BAA.  
 

Applications are invited from students who are completing theses for post-

graduate degrees and who have access to no other sources of funding. It 

must be demonstrated that the award of an Ochs scholarship will enable a 

thesis to be completed satisfactorily within the period of the Scholarship. 

Previous recipients of the scholarship include a number of current CSG 

members.   
 

For more information visit the Ochs Scholarship Website.  
…………………………………… 

 

 
Call for Conference Papers for Virtual Conference 

 

Saint Louis University is sponsoring a virtual conference taking place in late 

March and April 2021 and will span several weeks. The organizers of New 

Perspectives in Castle Studies ask for submissions of individual paper titles 

and sessions of up to three papers on a related topic.  

 

In general, the conference seeks new and original perspectives on castle 

studies, not limited to issues such as new approaches and techniques to the 

study of castles, digital analysis of castles, questions of power, gender, and 

ethnicity related to castles, and critique of established ways of looking at 

castles. Deadline for proposal 1 March 2021. The papers can then be peer 

reviewed to be included in conference proceedings.  

 
For further information, www.castlestudies.org or thomas.finan@slu.edu  

https://statesassembly.gov.je/assemblypropositions/2020/p.142-2020.pdf
https://thebaa.org/scholarships-awards/ochs-scholarship/
http://www.castlestudies.org/
mailto:thomas.finan@slu.edu
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Ph.D. and M.Phil. Abstracts 
 

If you are working on a Ph.D. or M.Phil thesis and would like your abstract 

to be included in a future bulletin for CSG members to read. Send it to 

bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk along with the names of your 

supervisors and the university and/or organisation you are affiliated to. It is 

a means of piquing people interests into your studies, but also a means of 

opening up discussions.  

…………………………………… 
 

The Castle Studies Trust 
The Castle Studies Trust’s eighth round of 

grant applications has closed, and we have 

had a very impressive response with 14 applications from all parts of the 

Britain and Ireland, applying for a total of £88,000. You can see a full list 

of the projects on the Trust’s blog page. 

We will not have sufficient to fund all the applications and both our team 

of expert assessors and the trustees are going to have a tough, if 

interesting, time deciding which projects to support. The assessment and 

selection stage should be completed by mid-February, so you will be able 

to find out in CSG’s Spring newsletter who had been awarded grants or if 

you want to find out sooner you can sign up to our own newsletter. 

2020 Grant Award Updates 

Lincoln Castle, 

Lincolnshire: 

To develop a recon-

struction drawing of 

the castle, as it would 

have been in the 

latter part of the 12th 

century. Between 

lockdowns, the team 

has managed to 

produce a draft of the 

model, most of which 

has done, except for 

one anomaly at the 

West Gate. They expect to finish by the time you have read this.  

Shrewsbury, Shropshire: To fund a second year of excavation, this time to 

understand the rampart of the inner bailey. The excavation, due to start in 

July, took place between 1-18 September and has come up with some 

unexpected and interesting results; notably the rampart looks as though it 

was a 13th-century creation meaning the inner bailey of the castle was of 

negligible size. At the time of writing the team were awaiting the results of 

the finds analysis to confirm this theory which is likely to be in January.  

View of Lincoln 
Castle from the 

cathedral 
© J. Clark 

mailto:bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2020/12/04/2020-grants-a-large-and-eclectic-crop-of-fascinating-applications-for-the-castle-studies-trust-to-consider/
https://us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=dbc3df94d502b336bafb03333&id=04dfd6dfde
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Sowing the Seeds: The aim of the project is to try to understand better 

everyday life in castles by seeing if there are any surviving plants at four 

Irish castles that were planted, grown and cared for by medieval people. 

Fiona MacGowan, the ecologist working on the project, has almost 

completed her reports, and is finalising the overall analysis which situates 

the results within current research on relict plants, castle studies and 

medieval archaeology as well as history and folklore. 
 

The Wirk, Orkney: 

 

 

 

 

Could the Wirk be a Norse castle? The survey work which was due to take 

place in April, took place in mid-September and a blog on results can be 

found here. The project team hope to carry out the postponed excavations 

in the spring of next year, Covid restrictions permitting.  

Warkworth Castle, Northumberland: 

Using various forms of 

geophysical survey to try 

to understand the 

subsurface features for 

one of the major castles 

of the earls of 

Northumberland. The 

survey work was carried 

out in mid-November and 

pre-liminary results show 

some interesting, if 

slightly surprising, results.  

Magnetometer 
Survey of The Wirk 

© Orca 

Warkworth Castle 
© W. Wyeth 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2020/11/25/geophysical-survey-at-the-wirk-reveals-buried-walls-of-the-hall/


Castle Studies Group Bulletin Winter 2021 
 

27 

 

Regular Castle Articles on the CST’s Blog 

To help castle enthusiasts remain entertained during this period when 

visiting castles is very difficult for most people, the Trust has greatly 

increased the frequency of new articles appearing on its blog so that a new 

piece will appear at least once a fortnight. Articles will feature both 

existing and previous projects funded by the CST, and also other castle-

related topics. To see what we have published so far you can go to 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/ 

 

Support the CST if you shop at Amazon 

If you shop at Amazon you can help raise funds for the Trust. We have 

signed up to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.co.uk. If you shop via 

smile.amazon.co.uk (identical prices to the main website) and select the 

Castle Studies Trust, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your net purchases to us 

of eligible purchases. The more you are able to do this the more money we 

will have to give to deserving projects. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions about any of the projects we 

have funded this year or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate to 

contact me, Jeremy Cunnington, at admin@castlestudiestrust.org  

…………………………………… 

 

In Other News 
A large brass key to St Leonard’s Tower (Kent), which is managed by 

English Heritage, has been returned in the post. The key, which had been 

missing for almost 50 years from the site was returned with an anonymous 

letter and an English Heritage ‘Gift of Membership’.  

 

Although the key still fits the original keyhole, the lock has changed since 

the key was ‘borrowed’. English Heritage would like to find out who the 

mystery individual is to give further information and to reiterate that they 

are not in trouble! 

 

The letter reads:  

 

Dear English Heritage 

Please find enclosed large key to… 

St Leonard’s Tower, West Malling, 

Kent 

Borrowed 1973 

Returned 2020 

Sorry for the delay 

Regards 

The letter sent with 
St Leonard’s Tower 

key 
© English Heritage 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/
mailto:admin@castlestudiestrust.org

