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Editorial
As I look up, a little bleary-eyed from my PhD, I realise yet another
summer and autumn has flown past at what seems a very rapid rate.
However fast it went, there have been many archaeological digs and
research projects at castle sites of both great and small scale, such as at
Bamburgh (Northumberland), Pendragon (Cumbria) and Shrewsbury
(Shropshire). In addition, the restoration and conservation of sites has
also been undertaken such as the completion of restoration works at
Pontefract Castle and the reroofing of Carrickfergus Castle. A selection of
which are included in this newsletter.

Please take note about the change of date of the April
conference.
Thank you to those who have suggested and submitted pieces for this
bulletin.
Therron Welstead
CSG Bulletin Editor
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Diary Dates
CSG 2020 conference ‘Castles of Ayrshire’

28th -31st May 2020.
See page 2

Above,

Greece Tour
Carrickfergus
Castle
23
2014
©T.Welstead
Above, Carrickfergus
Castle 2014
T. Welstead

1

Castle Studies Group Bulletin Autumn 2019

CSG Conference Change of Diary Date
CSG 34th Annual Conference, Irvine, Ayrshire: 28-31 May, 2020
Better late than never! An unexpected setback, which delayed preparations
for this event and even at one stage seriously threatened its viability, has
finally been resolved, and we are pleased to confirm that the conference
will take place in the original venue, the Riverside Lodge Hotel, 46 Annick
Road, Irvine, KA11 4LD, but it will be held just over a month later than
planned, that is, from the evening of Thursday 28 May through to Sunday, 31
May, 2020.
The general arrangement of excursions and evening lectures remains as
previously outlined, with the Society’s AGM now re-scheduled for 21.00
hours on Saturday, 30 May. The delay has affected the issue of the
conference booking form and detailed programme, but every effort will be
made to catch up on lost time over the next month. 'Geoffrey Stell and
David Caldwell, the conference organisers, are understandably frustrated by
the problems and sincerely regret any inconvenience which the delay and
the postponement may cause to members.
……………………………………

Obituaries
John R. Kenyon’s further memories of Derek Renn
For reason of space, Neil Guy was not able to add all my thoughts concerning
Derek in the obituary that is to appear in the next issue of our journal,
hence the inclusion of the following sentences in this issue of the
Newsletter.

Derek Renn
receiving a copy
of his Festschrift

I suppose that when I am dead
and gone, one of the main
aspects of castle studies for
which I will be remembered,
hopefully, is the bibliography of
the subject. This started with
three
Council
for
British
Archaeology research reports
(numbers 25 (1978), 53 (1983)
and 72 (1990)). The work
continued with the magnum opus published Shaun Tyas and launched at the
Abergavenny conference in 2008, and the establishment of the CSG’s annual
Bibliography, having produced the first twenty-five issues. There is also the
forthcoming entry in the OUP(USA)’s online architectural bibliography. Even
before I knew that I would be leaving the Society of Antiquaries in 1974, I
had started a bibliography for personal use, all the references being written
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on 5 x 3-inch cards. Derek suggested that I should have the work published,
and I duly bought an Olivetti Dora portable typewriter, and armed with
carbon paper and Tippex, I duly typed everything up from the cards. The
initial plan, at Derek’s suggestion, was to offer it as part of an occasional
series published by the Royal Archaeological Institute. When that fell
through, Derek and I happened to be talking to Henry Cleere of the CBA at
some do at the Society of Antiquaries, and Henry said submit it to the CBA –
and the rest is history.
John R. Kenyon

John M. Lewis
John Lewis was Assistant Keeper of archaeology (medieval and later) in the
National Museum of Wales. In 1969-73 he excavated Loughor Castle and
wrote several pieces about the findings from the dig, including articles in
Archaeologia Cambrensis (1993), Château Gaillard (1974) and Morgannwg
(1973).
Another of his excavations was at Montgomery
Castle where he oversaw the dig of the inner
bailey and two rock-cut cross ditches which had
been filled with demolition rubble from 1649.
1990 Carreg
Cennen guidebook
written by John
Lewis

He wrote the guidebooks for Carreg Cennen
Castle, (1960, 1990 and 2006). His research also
included his essay ‘The chapel at Raglan Castle
and its paving-tiles’ in John Kenyon and R.
Avent (eds), Castles in Wales and the Marches:
essays in honour of D J Cathcart King (Cardiff:
University of Wales Press, 1987).
Another of his published works is A Corpus of
Early Medieval Inscribed Stones and Stone Sculpture in Wales Vol. 1, which
he co-authored with M. Redknapp in 2007.
Therron Welstead

Michael Thompson
Dr Michael Thompson died on November 13th at the age of 91. He retired in
1984 as Head of the Ancient Monuments Branch in the Welsh Office, and is
best known for a number of books such as The Rise of the Castle (1991) and
The Decline of the Castle (1987), as well as several ‘Ministry’ guidebooks
including those those to Kenilworth and Pickering castles. A short obituary
will appear in our Journal No. 33, and a fuller assessment will appear in the
Journal for 2020/21.
John Kenyon
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Leeds International Medieval Congress 2019
This summer saw the staging of the Leeds IMC again, where over 2,100
medievalists from 59 countries gathered at Leeds University. The theme this
year was ‘Materialities; which allowed for a very broad range of topics and
areas of research to be presented and discussed. Alongside the sessions
which were centred on papers, there were round table discussions,
workshops, and exhibitions allowing delegates to engage with the topics,
issues and thoughts in a variety of ways.

Book market at
the IMC
© T. Welstead

One feature of the IMC that should always come with a warning is the book
fair where over 30 publishers from around the world exhibit and sell their
latest publications. This is alongside, an equally dangerous, second-hand
book market!
In amongst the 382 sessions there were a number of papers about castles.
Monday
In the first of three panels organised by Rachel Swallow and John Tighe,
‘The Medieval Landscape/Seascape’, Rachel gave a paper ‘Overlooking and
Overlooked: Watch Towers and Castles in a Medieval Welsh Land Seascape.’
Wednesday
Rachel Delman
presenting her
research at the
IMC
© T. Welstead

Rachel Delman and Jeremy
Goldberg organised three
panels on the theme ‘Gender
and Domesticity’. The first
focussing on ‘House, Home,
and the Domestic’. This was
formed by three papers: Chris
Woolgar (University of Southampton), ‘Interior Decoration
and the Hall in Late Medieval
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England’, Hollie Morgan (University of Lincoln), ‘Writing Home in Late
Medieval England’, and Jeremy Goldberg ‘Gender and Space, Status and
Identity in Later Medieval English Houses’.
In the third panel organised by Rachel and Jeremy, which focussed on
‘Gender, Space, and the Great House', was made of three more papers:
Joanna Laynesmith, ‘Observing reputations and relationships through the
material culture of Cecily, duchess of York's Household’, Rachel Delman,
‘Castle building and the materiality of Queenship in Late medieval Britain’,
focusing on Margaret of Anjou, at Greenwich palace & Queens' College
Cambridge, and Mary of Guelders at the Ravenscraig Castle & Falkland
Palace. Karen Dempsey (University of Reading), “Earning your spurs’: A
gendered study of material culture at castle’, looking at the 'invisible
existence' of people of identities both masculine and feminine through
material culture such as spurs, rubbing stones and gaming die. It was
particularly good to see how Rachel’s and Karen’s research is advancing.
The panel ‘Castles and Cathedrals on the Frontiers of Latin Christendom’
was started by Michał Rzepiela, ‘The Phraseology pertaining to ‘castle’ in
Polish Medieval Latin’(Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków). This paper,
inspired by the work of Abigail Wheatley, looked at how castrum/castro/etc
was placed along other descriptive words in Polish documents and how it
changed the meaning. Marcin Wiewióra (Uniwerstet Mikołaja Kopernika,
Toruń), ‘Castra Terrae Culmensis: New Evidence of Teutonic Knights’
Medieval Castles and Cities’ looking at recent archaeological finds at sites
such as Starogród, Chełmno, and Unisław & how these sites are now
understood to have developed over time. Keril Kraus (University of Tartu),
‘From Landscape to Lawscape: Castles and Cathedrals as a means for
shaping the Legal sphere in Medieval Livonia’ which looked at the legal
background in Livonia (area on eastern shores of the Baltic sea) and how the
elite and their castles and cathedrals influenced the situation.
One of the last panels on Wednesday had the theme ‘Inside and Outside the
Medieval European Castle’. Christofer Herrmann, ‘What happened behind
the walls? Representation and Private Life in the Grand Master’s Palace at
Marienburg’. Moses Jenkins (Historic Environment Scotland), ‘Decorative
Ornamentation on the Medieval Palace in Stirling’, Dickon Whitewood
(English Heritage, University of East Anglia) ‘Crime outside the Gates: Cases
of Oyer and Terminer in the Duchy of Lancaster’. This last paper was an
opportunity to see the relatively early stages of his PhD research which is
looking at what the impact of castles, and those within them, had on crime.
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On Thursday there was a panel
sponsored by English Heritage
Richard Nevell,
‘Materiality
and
Medieval
Sam Stones and
William Wyeth
monuments: Research at English
answer questions. Heritage Castles’ organised by
© T. Welstead
Michael Carter. The first paper was
by Richard Nevell, ‘Medieval
materiality beyond the Middle
Ages: Exploring the treatment of
medieval
buildings
in
later
periods,’ focussed on the castles of Pevensey and Orford. The second paper
was by Samantha Stones, ‘The Governor’s Lodging at Carisbrooke Castle:
Re-examining the significance of Isabella de Fortibus’, arguing that there is
much more work needed to fully appreciate and understand the site. The
last paper of the panel was by William Wyeth, ‘Changing Spaces: New
Research on Richmond Castle’ applying access analysis and space syntax to
halls and chambers.
This panel was followed by one sponsored by Historic Environment Scotland,
‘The wars of Scottish Independence: Memory and Materiality’, which
included Rachel Pickering (Historic Environment Scotland), ‘Excuse me,
where is Edinburgh Castle?’ Rediscovering the Medieval Stronghold. Movern
French, ‘The immateriality of Kildrummy: Christina Bruce and her defence
of 1335’.
As there were so many sessions at the IMC it is impossible to attend every
paper, some of which included the following:
Jorge Rouco Collazo (Universidad de Granada)
‘New insights on old stones: The Alpujarra’s Fortification Network (Grenada)
through spatial analysis’.
Mario Ramirez Galan (University of Portland) ‘The medieval siege of Alcala
la Vieja: looking for the attack route through GIS’.
Marina Anna Laura Mengali (Universitá degli Studi di Roma), ‘Fear: The
Immaterial Weapon- scare Tactics and strategies used in the medieval
siege’.
Erik Matthews, ‘Grandeur and decline in an elite landscape: Hornby Castle,
Wensleydale, from the 11th to the 15th century.’
Jonas Froehlich, ‘Knights and castles? Reconsidering a popular relation
through German Examples’
Jan Malý (Univerzita Karlova), ‘Mategriffon: A mobile castle of King Richard
the Lionheart’
There have been several calls for castle related panels for next year’s IMC
building on some of the topics discussed and raised during the congress this
year.
6
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Sentencing Guidelines for Damage to Heritage and Cultural Assets
From 1st October 2019 new guidelines will be issued by the sentencing
council for damage to heritage and cultural assets.
The Sentencing Council was established by Parliament to be an independent
body, but accountable to Parliament for its work which is scrutinised by the
Justice Select Committee. Justice Ministers are accountable to Parliament
for the Sentencing Council’s effectiveness and efficiency, for its use of
public funds and for protecting its independence. Judicial Council members
are appointed by the Lord Chief Justice with the agreement of the Lord
Chancellor. Non-judicial council members are appointed by the Lord
Chancellor with the agreement of the Lord Chief Justice.

Graffiti on Slains
Castle, August
2019
© Chris Sumner

Sentencing
guidelines
must be followed, unless
a judge or magistrate
considers it is not in the
interests of justice to do
so.
If
a
judge
or
magistrate believes that a
guideline prevents the
correct sentence from
being
given
in
an
exceptional case, they
can sentence outside of
the guideline.
Guidelines set sentencing ranges within the maximum for the offence as set
out in current legislation. When legislation changes, guidelines are amended
as appropriate.
The guidelines highlight that the damage to archaeological sites, historic
buildings or objects can devastate irreplaceable elements of the country’s
heritage, and that this should be considered when sentencing.
The courts will also have to consider;

▪

▪

the economic or social impact of damaging public amenities and services
such as a fire at a school or community centre, or criminal damage at a train
station which can have a real impact on local communities or cause
economic hardship to neighbouring houses or businesses.
that harm can involve not only physical injury but long-term psychological
effects, and that damage to property can be about more than just its
financial value.
7
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▪
▪

significant impact on emergency services that respond to the criminal
activity thus diverting resources from any other incidents in the area.
criminal damage or arson with intent to endanger life or is reckless as to
whether life will be endangered offences, for example a carefully planned
and sophisticated arson attack intended to endanger life
The new guidelines, which apply to both Magistrates courts and Crown
Court, cover:

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Arson
Criminal damage / arson with intent to endanger life or reckless as to
whether life endangered
Criminal damage where the damage has a value of more than £5000
Criminal damage where the damage has a value of less than £5000
Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage
Threats to destroy or damage property
At present the sentencing guidelines are very limited, although there is some
guidance in the Magistrates courts for arson, criminal damage and
racially/religiously aggravated criminal damage there are no guidelines for
Crown Court and none for criminal damage/arson with intent to endanger
life or for threats to destroy or damage property.
The new guidelines will apply to all offenders over the age of 18 and will
cover the following offences:

▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

▪

Arson (criminal damage by fire) - Criminal Damage Act 1971, section 1 - For
example, a small fire set in a street litter bin
Criminal damage/arson with intent to endanger life or reckless as to
whether life endangered - Criminal Damage Act 1971, section 1(2) Carefully planned arson attack intended to endanger lives for example a
fire set at doors of occupied buildings
Criminal damage (other than by fire) value over £5,000 - Criminal Damage
Act 1971, section 1(1) - For example, damaging multiple cars in a car park
Criminal damage with a value not exceeding £5,000 - Criminal Damage Act
1971, section 1(1) - For example, graffiti on a wall
Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage - Crime and Disorder Act
1988, section 30 - For example, denting a car door and using racist/religious
language to owner
Threats to destroy or damage property - Criminal Damage Act 1971, section
2 - For example, threatening to burn down a neighbour’s house following a
verbal dispute
Where death results from the offence of arson or criminal damage, the
offender will be charged with murder or manslaughter as well as arson or
criminal damage.
8

Castle Studies Group Bulletin Autumn 2019
Where injury is caused, it is likely that the offender will face other charges
in addition to arson or criminal damage depending on the severity of the
injury and the level of intent.
Mark Harrison, Head of Heritage Crime Strategy for Historic England said:
“England's heritage can't be valued purely in economic terms. The impact of
criminal damage and arson to our historic buildings and archaeological sites
has far-reaching consequences over and above what has been damaged or
lost. Damage to our heritage comes in many forms. Whether it be graffiti
painted on the walls of a historic church; vandalism to the stonework of an
ancient castle; or causing a fire that devastates a Medieval barn or Victorian
pier, these offences have a detrimental impact on both the historic property
or site and the local community in which it is located.
The new guidelines will help the courts identify all the relevant factors to
include in their sentencing decisions as they will now be able to consider,
'threats to cause criminal damage', 'the act of damage' and 'damage by fire'.
It will also aid Historic England's work with the Police and Crown Prosecution
Service when cases involve damage caused to heritage or cultural assets.”
Kate Dann-Welstead
……………………………………

Excavation of sow kiln at Pendragon Castle

Excavations and
guided walk at
the Sow Kiln at
Pendragon Castle
© Westmorland
Dales Landscape
Partnership

In September there has
been
an
excavation,
overseen by David Johnson
and archaeologists from the
Yorkshire Dales National
Park Authority, of what is
thought to have been a sow
kiln at Pendragon Castle in
Cumbria. Sow kilns were
used to convert limestone
into quicklime for lime mortar.
The working hypothesis prior to the excavation was that it was a kiln dating
to the 1660s when Lady Anne Clifford restored Pendragon Castle. As the
excavation went on this idea was reworked. Because the banks of the kiln
was ‘cruder’ than expected, it could date from one of the earlier building
phases of the 14th or 15th century or possibly in relation to the castle’s
initial construction in the late-12th century. Due to the large size of the kiln
it was made for a major building project.
9
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Pendragon Castle
© Philip Davis
Via Castlefacts.info

During the excavation,
four sherds of pottery
were found along with a
fragment of glass from a
rim a of a vessel, a
piece of a pony shoe and
14 pieces of charcoal. It
is
hoped
to
gain
radiocarbon dating from
the charcoal, the results
of which should be available in the new year.
Pendragon Castle dates to the late-12th century. In 1309 Robert Clifford
received a licence to crenellate for his castles of Pendragon and Brougham,
both in Westmoreland. The castle may have been slighted as a result of a
raid by the Scots in 1341. Although the castle received restoration in the
1360s, it fell out of use until the early 1660s when Lady Clifford restored
the site. After her death the site gradually deteriorated, in 1936 RCHME
described it as ‘Ruined and dangerous’. Since the 1960s, it has since
received conservation work so it can be visited by members of the public.
The excavation formed the beginning of the Westmorland Dales Landscape
Partnership’s Monument at Risk Project. The project aims to help protect
some of the most vulnerable sites in the area which includes Pendragon
Castle, Smardale Limekilns, Crosby Ravensworth Barrow and Shieling.
……………………………………

Moving Image Archive in National Library of Scotland
The National Library of Scotland has a searchable online Moving Image
Archive that includes film footage of castles, especially of people visiting
popular sites.
For example, there is an amateur film from around 1930, featuring
Craigmillar Castle. Another, a 1938 film of Stirling Castle, shows Scottish
regiments on parade and visitors. And, in colour and with sound, there is a
1966 tourist film entitled Holiday Scotland which features many castles, the
first being Hermitage.
Some of the other castle sites that are included in the archive footage are
Balmoral, Crathes, Dunvegan, Dunara and Slains.
https://movingimage.nls.uk
10
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Fortress Scotland – a labour of love

Fortress Scotland
Vol. 2 written by
Simon Forder.

When I first moved to Moray in Scotland
in 2005, I started to look at what
castles were in the surrounding area
and visit them. Prior to visiting, as I am
prone to doing, I did a bit of research
to find out what I could about them, in
many cases I found it fairly difficult to
actually find useful information.
Certainly, it seemed to be the case
that with most sites the information
was not held in a central place, but
fragments were scattered amongst a
variety of antiquarian accounts, and
only the sketchiest information was
easily accessible to the visitor.
After a couple of years, I realised that I
had accumulated a sizeable archive of
information that nobody had really accumulated previously, and not only
that, started to acquire an appreciation for the local history that was also
not particularly well-known. It was equally apparent that other visitors to
Scotland were experiencing the same problem. Outside of the wellpublicised Castle Trails and large tourist draws, information was often
inaccurate, incomplete and unavailable, yet people genuinely had an
interest in the histories of these castles.
So, I elected to organise my research into a book and try to find a publisher
willing to take on the project. In doing so I had to determine two things in
order to produce a list of sites. First, what geographical area would I cover,
and second, what type of site to include. The first aspect was comparatively
straightforward. I chose to cover an area which I could reasonably reach
from my home in Glenlivet. Broadly speaking this consisted of the modern
county of Moray, the remainder of the old county of Banffshire, and also the
area of Aberdeenshire comprising the old Lordship of Strathbogie.
The second was more difficult. Over the few years I had been in the area, I
had become aware that the definition of what was – and was not – a castle
was a taxing one, and which often ended up resulting in arguments among
people who had very strongly held views. I had been banned from a
Facebook group for posting an article and set of photographs about Spynie
Palace, a medieval courtyard castle of the Bishops of Moray with a 15th
century tower house that is amongst the largest – if not the largest – by
volume in the country. So, for the scope of my work I chose not to use the
11
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word “Castle” and to include every fortified site that was not “modern”,
and the more well-known and impressive baronial structures would be
covered in appendices.
After a few more years I had a discussion where it became clear that the
project was simply at the same time too small and too large to be a viable
publishing option. At this point I elected to self-publish, and to break down
the project into four volumes. The first of these I put out in 2013, covering
80-odd sites in the area around Elgin, Forres and up the Findhorn river
valley. The second, covering the Spey river system to the south of my
previous volume, was released in 2016, and I am still working on the third.
Each volume is about 350 pages long, with colour illustrations on alternate
pages.

Burgie Castle
© Simon Forder

Spynie Palace
© Simon Forder

In conjunction with this I
had started to visit other
castles across Scotland and
had developed a website
(www.thecastleguy.co.uk)
with an increasing list of
articles of the same ilk,
namely histories of castles
which told the full story,
not just the headline
characters. For far too
many sites, it seemed to
me, the history given to the
public consisted largely of Wallace and Bruce, Mary Queen of Scots and the
Jacobites. In guidebooks large spreads were given to these periods, but very
little to the rest of the centuries of history. I wanted to put this right and
was doing so one site at a time.
Although it is not labelled as
such, the histories of the 350+
castles I have put together on
my website is an extension of
the Fortress Scotland project,
which is aimed primarily at
putting information in the
public domain that is not
easily accessible to the casual
visitor, and ensuring that the
said information is accurate to
the best of my ability. In an

12
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age where algorithm-driven bots such as those running Wikipedia are able to
automatically update articles with incorrect information, this is a
particularly big challenge.
The “establishment” resources are often not much of a help either. The
Canmore database of historical sites in Scotland is a massive and useful
resource – but is also an aggregator site, regurgitating facts sourced from
elsewhere. Often this information may be pulled from the Ordnance Survey
name books, which were compiled by men walking around the country
consulting with locals. All too often what is produced is nothing more than
folklore. Added to which sites are routinely mislabelled, and in the absence
of “official” academic stringency or effort, there is little appetite for the
reassessment of many of these sites.

Duffus Castle
© Simon Forder

Balvenie Castle
© Simon Forder

I’ll give a couple of clear
examples of this. Immediately
adjacent to a ruined chapel
(believed to be 13th century) in
the grounds of the former Altyre
House is a large sub-circular
mound. The summit of this
mound is about 30 metres across,
it stands about 6 metres high,
and the sides are regular slopes
consistent with a motte. The
Altyre Burn runs at the base of the mound to the west and curves around to
the north, and the chapel is to the north-east. The lands of Altyre were held
by the powerful Comyn family, with a Comyn of Altyre recorded in 1286. The
site has never been archaeologically examined or assessed, but the
proximity of the church, the presence of the Comyns, and the morphology of
the site are strongly suggestive this is the site of a medieval castle of some
type. A later drawing shows a tower having been built on the site. Despite
photographic evidence being provided and a detailed description and history
of Altyre as support for the
presence of a castle here, the
site is currently classified as an
“earthwork”. Furthermore, a
new build tower house near
Turriff, which is not yet
completed fully, is labelled as
“Tower House – Medieval”
which would no doubt please
the owner but is completely
wrong.

13
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Embarking upon a project like Fortress Scotland is ambitious and immensely
time-consuming. Ensuring that only the accurate history is produced often
results in criticism that the popular stories are not included – or debunked.
However, it’s probably amongst the most important type of work that can be
done when assessing castles. It is not just the architectural features that are
important, but also the historical context, the events and the people that
are needed in order to interpret a site correctly. Understanding not just the
historical landscape but the geographical landscape is necessary to grasp
why a castle was built where it was.
For too long now even the true history of a site which was occupied for
centuries has been reduced to a few soundbites, the “headline” information
if you like. With the holistic approach I have taken for the Fortress Scotland
project, the complexity of the history and development of the castles of
Scotland is truly starting to come to life, and in many cases these are sites
which have not previously had their stories fully told if at all.

Boyne Palace
© Simon Forder

What proved to be truly
astonishing, however, was the
sheer number of castles there
were to find, and how many had
already
been
lost.
An
examination of the Pont maps of
c1590-1600 shows that at this
time there were many, many
tower houses which have now
completely disappeared, like
Ballormie or Cullen of Buchan.
Some, like Blervie and Burgie, survive in part, although their future has to
be hanging in the balance. Others, like Castle Grant lie empty, waiting for a
wealthy beneficiary to bring them back to life. Comparatively few are still in
use as homes, and in most cases, they have been modified significantly to
the extent of being unrecognisable. There are a few which have been
restored, and others which could be, but the cost makes it impractical for
all but the most enthusiastic and wealthy.
This being the case, as I increase the scope of my project, I find more and
more sites worthy of study – and more which are misidentified. Whilst the
definition of a castle is something which remains – and probably will remain
– the subject of hot debate (and which is almost certainly insoluble as it is
impossible to define something so subjective), it is very clear that a mass of
sites remains almost entirely unknown. I hope in some way to be addressing
this issue.
Simon Forder
14
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Scottish castles for sale
At time of writing there are several castles for sale across the country,
below are a few for those of you with a few spare pennies burning a hole in
your pocket.
Craig Castle (Aberdeenshire)

Detail of Craig
Castle’s enclosed
parapet.
© Strutt & Parker

Craig Castle is situated not far from the now ruined Auchindoir Church,
which is noted for its fine early Romanesque south doorway. Inside the
church is a beautifully carved sacrament house dating from the sixteenth
century. The Romanesque doorway looks towards the Mote Hill (NJ 4779
2449), which is situated on the edge of the Den of Craig, a deeply cut burn.
This motte must have been the
original castle site. It is not included
in the description of the lands that are
listed for sale as part of the Craig
estate.
Craig Castle (NJ 47068 24826) is
alongside the Den of Craig, at a short
distance to the north-west of the
church and motte. The oldest surviving
architecture dates from the sixteenth century and consists of a tower built
on an L-plan. It contains some very fine features, including a royal coat of
arms above the entrance (which retains its iron yett) and a vaulted
vestibule with an Arma Christi shield on one of the corbel caps. It seems
that the original intention was that the sixteenth-century tower should
have an open parapet, but it was enclosed to meet the roof. The crow
steps are distinctive because they are gabled, a feature borrowed from
ecclesiastical architecture, with carved skewputs at the base of the crow
steps.
Craig belongs to a group of castles also including Gight, Towie Barclay and
Delgatie that were probably built by the same master mason. Religious
features that can be dated to soon after the Protestant Reformation in
1560 are characteristic of these castles.
For further reading, see:
Bryce, I.B.D. and Roberts, A. 1993. Post-Reformation Catholic Houses of
North-East Scotland, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
123: 363-372.
Bryce, I.B.D. and Roberts, A. 1996. Post-Reformation Catholic Symbolism:
Further and Different Examples, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland 126: 899-909.
15
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Dransart, P. 2015. Arma Christi in the Tower Households of North-eastern
Scotland. In Tower Studies 1 & 2, 'A House that Thieves Might Knock At',
Proceedings of the 2010 Stirling and 2011 Conferences, edited by R. Oram,
154-173. Donington: Shaun Tyas.
MacGibbon, D. and Ross, T. 1887. The Castellated and Domestic
Architecture of Scotland from the Twelfth to the Eighteenth Century, Vol
I. Edinburgh: David Douglas.
Simpson, W.E. 1929/1930. Craig Castle and the Kirk of Auchindoir,
Aberdeenshire, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 64:
48-96.
Penelope Dransart

Earlshall Castle (Fife)
Earlshall is set within 53 acres of parkland and woodland. Sir William Bruce
began building the castle in 1546 and received Mary Queen of Scots there 15
years later. James VI of Scotland (and James I of England) also visited and
hunted at the castle.
The castle is on a near ‘Z’ plan with a central block with off set towers.
After the Bruce family died out in 1708, the castle was not maintained and
the building gradually fell into disrepair until 1892 when it was restored by
Robert Lorimer -who is often considered Scotland’s greatest architect- for
Robert Mackenzie.

Earlshall Castle
with topiary lawn
in foreground
© Savills

The decoration on the
2nd floor of the stair
tower
includes
a
ceiling dating from
the 1620 and includes
paintings of an ostrich
and an armadillo, as
well as mottoes such
as ‘a nice wyf and a
back doore oft maketh
a rich man poore.’
Price on Application
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Bardowie Castle (East Dunbartonshire)

Bardowie Castle
©onthemarket.com

Bardowie Castle set in 10
acres of land including
water frontage of Bardowie
Loch. Within the building
complex it has an original
stone keep dating to the
early 16th century. Although
the castle has received
extensions as well as
refurbishments
and
modernisation,
there
is
much original masonry visible both externally and internally. The great hall
boasts what is probably the oldest privately owned vaulted, oak beamed
ceiling in Scotland.
Price on Application
Cassillis Castle (Ayrshire)

Hollow Staircase
in Cassillis Castle
© Savills

Cassillis House consists of a strong 5
storey rectangular tower, built in the
14th century but much altered, to which
a square tower was added in the 17thcentury, and large baronial extensions in
1830. The castle, which has 112 rooms, is
set in a 309-acre estate alongside the
River Doon and the tower is harled and
washed in yellow.
One of the more unusual features of the
castle is the hollow central newel post of
the 17th century square tower which is
hollow throughout its full height. It has
protruding stones that can be used as
steps, and slits let in light from the outer
staircase.
£3,900,000
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English Heritage Projects

This year saw the completion of several castle related projects by English

Above the bridge Heritage including at Tintagel, Pevensey and Stokesay.
at Tintagel Castle
© English Heritage

Tintagel Castle

In August a new footbridge, which took 14 months to build, was opened to
the public connecting the two separated halves of Tintagel Castle. This now
means that visitors no longer have to climb the 148 steep steps to access the
castle built on the island.

6 of the entries
to the design
competition to
win the contract
to construct the
bridge.

The £4m bridge is made
of two 33m cantilever
sections over a 57m
high gorge following the
original
route
than
th
collapsed in the 15 or
16th
century.
The
former land crossing
was
described
by
Geoffrey of Monmouth
as being so narrow that
‘three
armed
men
would be able to defend
[it], even if you had the
whole
kingdom
of
Britain at your side.’
In
2015
over
130
companies entered a
competition to win the contract to design the bridge. The winner was the
Ney & Partners and William Matthews Associates Architectural Practice.
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Their design is made of Cornish slate tiles which are slotted into stainless
steel cradles. Where the two sections meet over the gorge, there is a gap
which is up to 40mm wide to allow the bridge to grow and shrink due to
temperature changes. Its structure was designed to be as light as possible to
reduce the visual impact it has on the landscape. Due to the nature of the
site’s steep and craggy cliffs the construction of the bridge required a
special cable crane, of a type which has been used in the Swiss Alps.
In addition to Julia and Hans Rausing, who own Tetra Pak, donating £2.5m
through their trust, the largest single private donation ever received by
English Heritage, over 1000 members of the public contributed at least £5 to
the project and signed one of the Cornish slates. Timed tickets and advance
booking have been introduced at the site to allow a better managing of
larger number of people expected to be visiting the site.
Stokesay Castle
This year saw the end of a 3-year
Stokesay Castle £620,000 project of improvements
for visitors at Stokesay Castle. In
with improved
garden.
2017 a nearby building, Stokesay
© English Heritage Cottage, was converted into a
tearoom and in 2018 a 10- month
interpretation
project
was
designed to explain the castle’s
history. A family trail has been
created based on a local legend where the two hills either side of Stokesay
are giants who have lost the keys to their treasure chest.
This year work was undertaken in the cottage-style garden replant
herbaceous perennial plants, lavenders, old variety roses, clipped box and
holly shrubs.

An example of
one of the new
interpretation
signs at Orford
Castle.
© R.Nevell

Orford Castle
As of this year, Orford Castle now has a new
guidebook (written by Steven Brindle and
reviewed in the upcoming issue of the Journal)
and new on-site interpretation. Display panels
have been introduced inside the castle for the
first time and a multimedia guide explores the
castle's history from its foundation by Henry II to
its use in WWII. The guide has options for adults
and families, and you can choose the route. The
upper hall continues to house the Orford Museum,
showcasing the history of the town and objects
from the surrounding area. Its display panels have
also been updated to emulate the design of the
English Heritage boards.
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Pevensey Castle
At Pevensey a new museum has been opened to showcase jewellery,
household items and weapons on display, telling the story of Pevensey’s
journey from one of the strongest Roman 'Saxon Shore' forts to Second World
War coastal fortress. Some of the items on display are a selection of the
3500 items held by English Heritage found from archaeological surveys at the
site.
The dungeon is now open all year round, having been regularly closed due to
flooding.
……………………………………

Castle Studies Trust grant
awards reach £100,000 as it
makes five new awards
Castle Studies Trust digs up a surprise at Shrewsbury while applications for
2020 grant awards open.
There has been much activity at the Trust’s projects since the last
newsletter with the field work completed for all of them, while the period
for applications for the 2020 round opened on 1 September (closing Friday
28 November). The Trust has already had a lot of interest from possible
applicants, including projects on Raby, Warkworth, Shrewsbury,
Berkhamsted, Clavering and Canterbury.
2019 Projects Update
Of the five projects the Castle Studies Trust funded earlier this year all
are progressing well:
·
Laughton en le Morthen, South Yorkshire - Excavation to try to
confirm the findings of the geophysical surveys the CST funded in 2018.
These indicated that the castle was placed right on top of a high-status
Saxon dwelling. The excavations confirmed the findings of the geophysical
survey that we funded last year, but due to a lack of finds were unable to
confirm the date of the ditches. The full excavation report and a blog
article explaining the findings will appear on the website in early October.
·
Wressle, East Yorkshire - A geophysical survey of the area to the
south of the castle ruins which had been covered by the previous earthwork
survey funded by the CST, to get more information about the various
garden structures there, as well as other details regarding the deserted
village, moat and fishponds. The survey confirmed much of what was
discovered in the earthwork survey as well as the likely site for the school
room in the garden. The report is already available on the CST website.
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·
Hoghton Tower, Lancashire - This project aims to form an axis of
research into Hoghton Tower's unique physical history. The main focus will
be to investigate and advance the knowledge of the pre 1560 site and
specifically try to test the hypothesis that the north side building may form
part of the ‘original’ Hoghton Tower. These investigations have finished,
and the report should be ready by the end of the year.
·
Druminnor, Aberdeenshire - Using Ground Penetrating Radar for an
investigation of the 15th-century core of the castle – presently under a
hardcore car park. The results revealed the site of a well, which has since
been excavated, and the archaeologists thought could be the at the centre
of the original early tower.

Left, ground
penetrating radar
with well circled.
Right, the
excavated well at
Druminor Castle.

Shrewsbury, Shropshire –
Geophysical
survey
and
excavation concentrating on the
inner bailey to in particular
examine the tail of the north
rampart. The survey revealed
what was thought to be the
remains of a building and the
motte ditch. The excavation
showed the possible ruined
building to be natural glacial material, but more significantly that the
motte ditch turned out to be much larger than thought at 12m wide and 45m deep and had finds from the period of its military use including arrow
heads. This seems to indicate, at least in its early stage, that the area in
the inner bailey was very small. The results are currently being processed
and written up and should be ready by November, in the meantime
preliminary
findings
from
the
dig
can
be
found
here:
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/
·

Two arrow heads
found during the
excavation at
Shrewsbury Castle.
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2018 Grant Awards
Only two projects remain outstanding:
•

•

Pembroke, Wales – the excavation was very successful in finding a late 15th
century residential block which is likely to be the birthplace of Henry VII.
The full report has now been completed. The excavations and review of
the huge number of finds failed to confirm the date of the building but did
help our understanding of the form of the building.
Ruthin, Wales – The reconstruction has now been completed and as CST
are co-funders of the project, we are awaiting permission to show the
results.
In the meantime, if you have any questions about any of the projects we
have funded this year or the Trust in general, please do not hesitate to
contact
the
chair
of
trustees,
Jeremy
Cunnington
on:
admin@castlestudiestrust.org .

Donate and allow us to fund more of these projects
You can donate in a variety of different ways
• By credit or debit card
• By cheque (made payable to the Castle Studies Trust) or standing order
form.
By going here: https://www.castlestudiestrust.org/Donate.html
Please return them to the address on the forms, with the gift aid form if
applicable.
In addition to helping the Trust fund this work, your donation will give you
the chance to visit sites funded by the Trust.
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