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At the AGM in April, Peter Burton stood down as the CSG bulletin editor and I
took on the role. As the incoming bulletin editor, I would like to start my first
editorial to say thank you to Peter who has been editor for the last eight years. I
am sure I am not alone in thinking that he did a fantastic job of keeping
members of the CSG well-informed of news, research, and excavations relating
to castle studies.
I would also like to give thanks to everyone who have made suggestions or
forwarded pieces to include within this bulletin as well as members of the
committee who gave constructive comments.
If you have a contribution, such as items of local news, short pieces, events and
other items relating to our subject, please contact me by email at
Bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk.
The bulletins will increase in regularity, coming out three times a year; the next
one will be sent out early January.
Therron Welstead
CSG Bulletin Editor
……………………………………

Diary Dates
Windsor Castle Talks
There are a number of talks taking place at Windsor Castle about different
aspects of the castle and its history.
Places can be booked via the Royal Collection Website.
www.royalcollection.org.uk/whatson/page/1
7th September ‘St George’s Chapel in the Middle Ages’, by Tim Tatton-Brown
4th October ‘The Tudor Palace : Rethinking the History of Windsor Castle’ by
Simon Thurley
11th November ‘Restoring Windsor Castle After the Fire’, by John Wilson
15th November ‘Edward III’s Lost House of Chivalry’, by Tony Robinson &
Jonathan Foyle
……………………………………
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CSG Study Day, Hornby Castle, North Yorkshire
Saturday 21st October 2017
This study day will examine the
history of Hornby Castle near Bedale
in North Yorkshire.
The morning will comprise of two
illustrated lectures by Erik Matthews
covering the development of Hornby
Castle from the 11th- 15th centuries
and the medieval designed landscape
of Hornby.
After lunch delegates will visit the
current archaeological excavations of
the moated structure at Hornby and
make an exterior visit to the privately
occupied 15th century courtyard castle
and grounds. The day will conclude
with a guided tour of the associated
St. Mary’s church.
The day will be based in Hackforth Village Hall and refreshments will be included
in the cost. Delegates can bring their own lunch or buy lunch in the nearby village
pub.
The cost of the day is £10 per person. For further details or to make a booking
please contact Peter Burton by email:
csgconferenceorganiser@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
……………………………………

Saltwood Castle Open Day
17th September 2017 10.00 – 16.00
Saltwood Castle (Kent), currently in private hands, opens its doors to the public
for only a couple of days a year.
The castle, associated with the murder of Thomas Becket, was has had a long
history with parts of the castle dating back to the mid-12th century, with much
remodelling in the following centuries. The castle is presently owned by Jane
Clark, whose husband, Alan Kenneth Mackenzie Clark (1928 – 1999) bought the
castle in 1955.
The next open day is Sunday 17 September when the grounds, moat and
battlements can be visited alongside other activities during the day.
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News in England
Auckland Castle Excavation
As part of a larger redevelopment work, over the summer there has been an
excavation at Auckland Castle, Durham, centred on the castle’s Scotland Wing
dating to at least the 16th century that was formerly used to hold Scottish
prisoners of war. The excavation is in preparation of a new museum due to open
in 2019, which will explore how faith and belief have influenced and shaped the
British Isles.
The five month excavation at Auckland Castle not only found a wide variety of
finds but also locations of some of the medieval walls.
The dig was undertaken by Durham University’s Archaeological Services with over
70 volunteers.
Some of the
archaeologists at the
Auckland Castle
excavation.
© Auckland Castle

One
of
the
most
important finds during
the excavations was the
original location of the
western and southern
sides of the medieval
castle’s curtain wall.
This has revealed the
imprint of a network of
impressive buildings and
is
pointing
to
a
significantly
larger
castle than previously
thought.
This suggests that it was not a manor house for the prince bishops of Durham but
was in fact, part of a large castle complex. This is supported by the unearthing of
a pillared gatehouse area and a 13th –14th century majestic staircase.
Alongside the structural finds a wide variety of artefacts were discovered
including a Roman coin and copper figurine, pottery and bone dating from the
medieval period onwards, a collection of pins, window glass, medieval silver
pennies, an iron key and a thimble.
Durham University Archaeological Services manager, Peter Carne, said the work
had “enabled an unprecedented amount” of research into the castle and its
grounds.
One of the future plans of this five year research programme is to uncover the lost
chapel of Bishop Bek alongside other structures from the palace.
www.aucklandcastle.org
……………………………………
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Chester Castle reopened to the public
In July 2017 Chester Castle opened
its doors to the public for the first
time in seven years. The castle was
closed largely due ownership issues
between a number of bodies with
Crown Estates, English Heritage and
Cheshire West and Cheshire council
owning various parts.

Official opening of
Chester Castle
Revealed project
© David Sejrup

Previously
there
have
been
occasional tours of the castle, but
since July the visitors have been
able to explore the castle six days of the week free of charge.
A section of the
painting in the
chapel of Agricola
Tower. It is
understood to depict
‘The Visitation’ of
Mary by her cousin
Elizabeth.
© English Heritage

The main highlight of their visit is the 12thcentury Agricola Tower including the first
floor chapel of St Mary-de-Castro, currently
used by the Mercian Regiment, which
contains wall paintings from about 1240.
Although the full plans are not realised yet,
as there are several buildings that require
repair and maintenance before they can be
opened up, progress has been made.
……………………………………

‘Folly Castle’ in the Yorkshire Dales ordered to be pulled
down.
The ‘castle’ seen from a A newly-built castle folly built in the
Yorkshire Dales must be demolished
distance.
© The Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority

according to the Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority.
The Park Authority was made aware
of the 10m high structure earlier this
year describing it as an ‘inauthentic,
pastiche building of significant scale’
The structure which lies within the
Forbidden Corner Gardens at Tupgill
Park, is 2 miles from Middleham.
The Park’s Member Champion for Development stated that 'The Forbidden Corner
is a very welcome success story, which makes a significant positive contribution to
the local economy, but it cannot be right to build a large castle folly, visible for
miles around, in an historic and culturally important landscape, without even
bothering to seek planning permission.'
The authority stated that it would be issuing an enforcement order which would
require the demolition of the castle folly within three months.
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Excavations at Tintagel Castle
From 10 July to 11 August there has been an excavation run by the Cornwall
Archaeological Unit for English Heritage at Tintagel Castle.
The excavation concentrated on a complex of buildings dating to the 5th and 6th
centuries on one of the terraces which was partially uncovered during a three
week dig in 2016.
At times the excavators were battling against the elements on the exposed
promontory, with the best the British summer could throw at them, including high
winds, torrential rain, and the hottest day recorded for 30 years.
Alongside finding floor surfaces, entrances, steps, passageways, and construction
techniques, there has been a large number of fascinating finds. Cornish bar lug
pottery and Merovingian glass dating from the 6th to 7th century were found during
the excavation both of which were previously unknown at Tintagel.
This is complemented by many material types that have already been recorded
such as B ware amphorae and oysters, and other domestic items.
Samples of the buried layers were taken by Historic England’s science team, who
will be testing for pollen and other environmental data.
As the excavations were being done at an open English Heritage site, it was an
opportunity for the general public to see elements of an archaeological dig being
undertaken. This included replica artefacts to show visitors what has been found
along with news and finds being actively spread via the press, television, and
social media.
The discoveries from the early medieval period are revealing a high-status
settlement, possibly a stronghold for the kings of Dumnonia that was located on
this headland, long before Richard, Earl of Cornwall had a castle built here in the
1230s.
For further details contact jnowakowski@cau.org.uk
The complex of
buildings uncovered
during the
excavations.
© Stephen Fletcher
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Discoveries at Longtown’s two castles
The tower at Longtown
Castle
© M. Cook

Last year, the Longtown & District Historical
Society began a community archaeology
project to answer why the Herefordshire
village of Longtown, on the Welsh border, has
not one but two castles. The project, led by
Herefordshire Archaeology, was sponsored by
a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and
included historical research and excavations.
Over two 3-week seasons, 79 local volunteers
and 6 professional archaeologists excavated
at both castles simultaneously. The second
season of excavation, which has just ended,
came up with some fascinating results.
The motte and bailey castle at Ponthendre, until now thought to have been the
castle of Ewyas, home to the de Lacy family, was neither completed nor
occupied. Unfortunately this meant that the excavation recovered no useful
dating evidence. Although the earthworks are substantial, there was no sign of a
tower on the motte or palisades surmounting the bailey rampart. Why Ponthendre
motte was abandoned before completion and where the true castle of Ewyas is
located remains a question to be answered.

Wooden planking found
during excavation at
Longtown Castle.
© M. Cook

What we do know from our historical
research is that by the mid-12th
century a ‘New Castle’ had been built
half a mile away at what is now
Longtown. Opposite this second castle
is Castle Green, a peaceful place until
recently grazed by sheep. It wasn’t
always peaceful — iron arrowheads
were found along with musket and
pistol balls. It is not possible to tell if
these were fired in anger or were being used for target practice. The excavations
also uncovered the remains of what appears to be a busy town during the 13 th
century. The dig found evidence for houses and workshops, where food
preparation, spinning and weaving, metalworking, and possibly glass making were
taking place. A piece of millstone and documentary references to a Castle Mill
suggest that there might have been a windmill to supplement the watermills in
the adjoining valleys. There was even a substantial metalled roadway across the
Green, complete with a pothole. Below the roadway the excavators found the
remains of a clay oven and beneath that a line of well-preserved timber planks
that are yet to be dated. There were also traces of even earlier occupation with
possible Roman pottery and flint working.
Lidar imagery shows burgage plots laid out on only one side of the main street,
suggesting that the new borough was not a success. It seems that by the 14th
century the town more or less disappeared, perhaps the result of a combination of
warfare, the Black Death and politics.
The volunteers and professional archaeologists who worked on the excavations are
now eagerly awaiting the reports on pottery analysis, environmental samples and
radiocarbon dating to see if these can add more detail to the discoveries made so
far.
M. Cook.
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Restoration at Lindisfarne Castle
Lindisfarne clad in
scaffolding and
temporary roof.
© National Trust

Lindisfarne Castle, on Holy Island,
has been closed to the public this
year for extensive restoration works.
The castle, which sits on a rocky
crag on the island’s easternmost tip,
was originally built in the mid-16th
century under Henry VIII as a
defence against the threat of
Scottish attacks. Building materials
were taken from the monastery on
the island following the reformation.
The site was strengthened during
Elizabeth I’s reign with new gun
platforms and newer armaments.
Following the combined Scottish and English throne, the defences were of less
importance but the castle was continued to be garrisoned. For the next couple of
centuries the castle is largely left out of the history books, with the exception of
the episode when it was captured by two Jacobites, Lancelot and Mark Errington,
during the 1715 uprising. The castle was soon recaptured by soldiers from
Berwick.
In 1901 the site was purchased from the Crown by Edward Hudson, owner of
country life magazine. He commissioned Edwin Lutyens to convert it into a
residence in the Arts and Crafts style who started work the following year.
Although the early-20th century conversion drastically changed the building, some
of the earlier phases can still be discerned. The dining room houses an in situ
bread oven and salt hole which probably date to the 16th century, as well as an
18th-century vaulted ceiling to support a new gun battery above. In 1944
Lindisfarne Castle became under the care of the National Trust.
The castle has been exposed to the elements which have caused much damage to
the infrastructure of the building including penetrating damp, deterioration of
stonework and pointing, and failures of windows.
Some of the materials that were used during past maintenance work of the site
are actually the cause of some of the problems as they prevent the movement of
moisture through the structure.
From late 2015 until the main project, which began in November 2016, there were
several surveys and methods trialled at various points at the site before being
applied to the entire site, these included window refurbishment, cement render
removal and drainage investigations.
During the restoration the Lindisfarne Castle is clad in an impressive amount of
scaffolding which is as striking as the building that it covers! During the winter
2016 internal work started, particularly the removal of cementitious material
from the walls, from spring 2017 the work moved to the exterior. During the
coming winter the internal finishes will be completed ahead of scheduled opening
in April 2018. Due to the nature of the work on the site the collection is being
kept in storage and the castle itself is closed to the public for the duration of the
restoration.
……………………………………
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News in Ireland & N. Ireland
Heritage at Risk
The Buildings at Risk Register for Ireland is organised by An Taisce, the National
Trust for Ireland. The An Taisce states that it was started as a response to a
concern of the growing number of structures with architectural, historical,
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest that are
falling into a state of disrepair.
In 2014 the aim was to highlight the top one hundred buildings at risk, thirteen
more were added to the list this year.
www.antaisce.org/articles/reviewing-buildings-at-risk-2017
Within the list are a number of castles and fortified structures:

Reendisert Court, Ballylicky, Cork
National Inventory Reference 20910514
A two-storey fortified house built for Owen O’Sullivan Beara c. 1620, which was
later converted to be used as a country house and associated farm buildings.
Despite its conversion machicolations still survive. The building remained
inhabited until the late 20th century.
Mount Long Castle, Mountlong, Co. Cork
National Inventory Reference 20911241
A three storey fortified house built for John Long in 1631. Probably burnt only
twelve years after its construction in 1643.
Originally a square-plan block with square towers on the corner, but the NW and
SW towers have since collapsed. It still retains loop openings.
Block house Kinsale, Old-Fort, Co. Cork
National Inventory Reference 20911216
The shore-level two-storey blockhouse was built a rock outcrop projecting into the
Kinsale harbour. It was constructed c. 1550 with alterations in 1677 housing at
least eight guns and a magazine On the NE (seaward side) are the remains of a Dplan battery with the SW (landward) side defended by two demy bastions. It is
200m NE of the associated James fort
James’s Fort, Kinsale, Cork
National Inventory Reference 20911215
A fort which was built in 1604 to protect Kinsale harbour. The castle was captured
by Cromwellian forces and subsequently ‘slighted’. It has a star shaped interior
with four diamond plan bastions with remains of repaired castellated parapets. It
retains several defensive loop openings to ground and first floor. Square-headed
door openings having limestone lintels. The fort was enclosed by a rampart of
earth and sod with a parapet. Outside this was a ditch and a counterscarp bank,
with a covered way on the west side
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Youghal Town Walls, Cork
National Inventory Reference 20823293
The walls were built to protect the town of Youghal in c.1250 with several later
alterations. Early maps show thirteen towers, four remain standing on a well
preserved section which runs for 1km. The walls are most intact and complete
walls in the Ireland.
Raphoe, Bishops Palace, Co Donegal
National Inventory Reference N/A
An early 17th-century fortified mansion with four corner towers built by Bishop
John Lestie. It was abandoned in the mid eighteenth
Sweetman’s Castle, Thomastown, Kilkenny
National Inventory Reference: 12317008
A free standing four storey tower house built on a square plan. It was built c.
1350.The walls have a slight batter and a parapet which advanced over the wall.
Later agricultural and industrial buildings have since been attached.
Dysart Castle, Thomastown, Kilkenny
National Inventory Reference N/A
A late medieval tower built on a site with connections to Kells Priory and formerly
home of Bishop George Berkeley
Ballygunner Castle, Ballygunner Castle, Co Waterford
National Inventory Reference 22901816
A two storey strong house with a half-dormer attic. Although the castle was built
post 1640 it was constructed on the site of, and possibly incorporates, the fabric
of a much earlier castle built c.1200. The castle was modified in c.1800 but it still
retains an informal arrangement of windows and openings as a result of the
buildings earlier history.
……………………………………
In Northern Ireland the Department of the Environment have also created a list of
buildings a risk. Below are the castles that are included.
Castleraw Castle, Castleraw Armagh
SMRNo: 009:004
Grid Ref: H927529
A three storey fortified house built c. 1618. Its North wall of the west wing still
stands to its full height.
Seafin Castle, Seafin, Co. Down
SMRNo 035:032
Grid Ref: J22053880
A tower, probably originally two storeys in height. The structure likely to have
been built in the mid-13th century. The tower has an accompanying bailey which
was adapted from an earlier rath.
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Aghintain Castle, Aghintain,Co. Tyrone
SMRNo 058:012
Grid Ref: H49855151
Originally a three-storey structure, built for Sir William O’Neill in the early 17th
century. It was largely destroyed in the 1641 rebellion. Only the west gable end of
Aghintain Castle stands to any height.
Castle Caldwell, Rossbeg, Co.Fermanagh
SMR No 171:003
Grid Ref: H01736048
The castle was built for Sir Francis Blennerhasset, but later sold to Sir James
Caldwell. It was an important Plantation castle dating to the early 17 th century. It
was remodelled and enlarged in the late 18th century, but later abandoned.
‘C17th Castle’, Aghalane, Fermanagh
SMR No 271:002
Grid Ref: H341200
The castle, dating to the early 17th century was built for James Creighton built
close to the Co. Cavan border. Probably destroyed by fire in the early 19th
century. The remains include two drum towers which help the understanding of
the layout of the castle.
‘Fortified Manor-house’, Corratrasna, Co. Fermanagh
SMR No 05: 024
Grid Ref: H27873004
The ruins of the fortified manor house sits on the side of Knockninny Hill. It was
probably built in the early 17th century. The two gable ends (N and S walls) with
large chimneys survive as does the base of the west wall
Ballylough Castle, Ballylough More, Co. Antrim
SMR No 007:004
Grid ref C94793745
The remains are thought to have been the seat of the MacQuillans in the early-15th
century later destroyed in the mid-1540s by the O’Donnells.
Parts of the tower’s north and west walls currently stand to around 8m in height,
but would have probably been much taller.
The castle was repaired and altered by Anthony Traill Archdeacon of Connor
(1745-1852) who the castle passed to in the late 18th century.
Trillick Castle, Castlemervyn Demesne Co. Tyrone
Grid Ref: H33545758
A 17th-century fortified house. Its west gable end is largely intact and includes a
large fire place with bread oven, and its chimney stack.
There is some good news as Crevenish Castle has been conserved and has been
taken off the at risk register
Crevenish Castle Crevinish, Co. Fermanagh
SMR No 153:038
Grid Ref: H16566259 .
The pre-1618 plantation castle built for Thomas Blennerhasset. Still standing two
and half storeys high. Its design is unusual with its square turret standing at the
NE corner.
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O’Doherty’s Keep
The O’Doherty’s Keep Development Group has been created to carry out the
restoration of the 14th century Castle called O’Doherty’s Keep on the banks of the
River Crana.
The group’s ultimate aim is the restoration of the structure which will include the
reinstatement of the floors and roof, and assuming approval of the project is
given the building will be used as a cultural heritage centre. Alongside this, the
group aims that the project will ‘connect or reconnect with all of the
[Dochartach] descendants worldwide’.

De-vegetation of the
tower
© O’Doherty’s Keep
Development Group

Although the project is in its early days, some progress
has been made including an agreement of a long term
lease of the site, and gaining approval from a number
of bodies, including the National Monuments Service,
to proceed with a Feasibility Study. A panel has been
brought together to work on investigations and surveys
needed for the preparation of the feasibility study.
In August 2017, overseen by the Office of Public Works,
the removal of much of the foliage was undertaken,
particularly tree growth which had become established
within the castle. In addition, the extensive moss
growth on the walls, was carefully removed.
This work will slow the damage caused by the plants,
but also means that the building is much easier to
survey.
The tower was probably originally built in the 14th century. In 1601 it was a small
two-storey structure occupied by Conor Mc Garret O’Dochartaigh. In 1602 a third
storey was added in preparation for it to be used as a base to aid the Spanish
forces which were expected to arrive at Inch Island. It was burnt by Crown forces
in 1608 after Cahir O’Dohartaigh sacked the city of Derry. Following Cahir
O’Dohartaigh’s death in the same year, the castle was granted to Arthur
Chichester, Lord Deputy of Ireland, who in turn leased it to Henry Vaughan.
Vaughan’s family occupied the tower until 1718, after which it was abandoned
and left to fall into disrepair
……………………………………

Social Media

As part of the role of Bulletin editor I have also created a
CSG twitter account with the tag @castle_studies. This
presence on this social media is mainly as a means to
signpost potential new members and interested bodies to
the CSG website. Along with tweeting/retweeting
information about castle research and excavations, there
are regular tweets about castles highlighting snippets of
some of their interesting features or periods of their history.
At present the account has over 300 followers. Just over 40% of the followers are
aged between 18 and 34, 49% are aged between 35 and 54. Although the majority
of the followers are based in the UK, 8% are from the US, and there is an
increasing presence from the continent too.
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News in Scotland
New Scottish Castle Website Launched In August
In August David Weinczok, an avid
visitor of castles, particularly those in
Scotland, launched a new website
www.castlehunter.scot.
The website as it stands is in part his
own professional profile and partly a
database of Scottish castles.
Each castle has a historical write up
alongside photos. The pictures chosen
are a mixture of some beautiful
general photos of the castles, but there are several of the interesting features
also highlighted. Although the website still has much some content and castles to
be added, it will undoubtedly be useful for those who are not familiar with many
of the sites.
What makes this website stand out is the deliberate choice to promote awareness
of many of the lesser known historic sites of interest in Scotland.
……………………………………

Ardrossan Castle voted one of Scotland’s ‘Hidden Gems’
Ardrossan Castle from
the air.
© Wikimapia

During 2017 there has
been, and continues to
be, a yearlong programme
of events from a variety
of organisations across
the Scotland celebrating
Scottish archaeology.
Entitled ‘Dig It! 2017’. It is
being co-ordinated by the
Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland and Archaeology
Scotland partially funded
by Historic Environment
Scotland.
As part of this celebration, over June and July the public voted via social media to
find some of Scotland’s “hidden Gems”.
There was a shortlist of 28 of the lesser known sites each of which is supported by
an organisation or group who work hard to protect and promote these historic
places. The shortlist included, Ardrossan Castle (N. Ayrshire), St John’s Tower (S.
Ayrshire), Mugdock Park (E. Dunbartonshire) which has Mugdock Castle within it,
and Braemar Castle (Aberdeenshire). From these 6 were voted ‘Scotland’s Hidden
Gems, one of which was Ardrossan Castle.
http://www.digit2017.com/
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Plans of Conservations at Elanvow Castle, Loch Lomond
The vaulted cellar at
Elanvow Castle
© Elanvow Preservation
Trust

Work continues consolidating the
ruins of the Elanvow Castle,
formerly a stronghold of the Clan
Macfarlane. The castle is located
on Elanvow, an island within Loch
Lomond in North of Glasgow.
The 16th-century castle, built by
Andrew Macfarlane probably as a
residence for the Macfarlane
chiefs, became the principle base
for the chiefs after the destruction of the castle on Inveruglas, also in Loch
Lomond, by Cromwellian forces in the 17th century.
The castle site includes: a ruinous tower with two walls surviving to 7m, a
vaulted basement, some remains of small residences, and a wall which
surrounded much of the island and a defended harbour on the north side.
The Elanvow Preservation Fund was created in 2012 ‘ to halt the degradation of
Elanvow so that future generations may enjoy it, and additionally to conduct
more extensive archaeological surveys in order to understand the ruins and their
history better.’
To support and guide them, they
have got a small team of local
archaeologists including, Fiona
Baker, Tom Addyman, and David
Connolly.

3D image of Elanvow
Castle
© Elanvow Preservation
Trust

There
has
been
some
conservation and archaeological
work already undertaken on the
island since 2012 which primarily
dealt with the encroaching
vegetation, including an elm
tree that was growing out of the vaulted basement. In addition several surveys of
the island and buildings have taken place.
The consolidation work is far from complete; and the Elanvow Preservation
Fund is finishing a new Scheduled Monument Consent application for further
work at the site which will be sent to Historic Enviroment Scotland in the near
future. The work proposed includes the preservation of the remains and
includes; the clearing and levelling of the earth above the cellar vault, the
capping of the vault and walls with sod, and the most unstable and/or
dangerous sections of the walls to be stabilized, and the repointing of the
surviving masonry.
The Elanvow Preservation Trust would be very interested to hear from members
with their interpretation of the features of Elanvow discovered during the surveys
of the castle, this will help with a greater understanding of this site. In addition
they would like to hear from anyone who has knowledge of any castle builders in
this area in the late 16th century.
For further information and to see plans and 3D images of the site.
www.ellanvhow.org/index.html
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News in Wales
Sculpture plans at Flint Castle cause controversy

An image of the
proposed iron ring
outside Flint Castle
© George King
Architects

Cadw has been forced to pause
in the installation of an iron
ring sculpture as it has caused
controversy with a petition,
with over 10,000 signatures,
calling for it to be scrapped.
Following
a
nation-wide
competition,
the
award
winning design by George King
Architects, was selected by a
panel
from
the
Welsh
Government and Arts Council
for Wales.
The planned design for the sculpture is an iron ring which would stand 7m high
and 30m wide. The architects said it demonstrated "the unstable nature of the
crown" through medieval monarchies of Europe and castles, however it has been
criticised by members of the public for symbolizing the ‘iron ring’ of castles built
by Edward I to ‘subjugate and oppress’ the Welsh.
In response, a spokesperson for Cadw stated that “art divides opinions,
encourages debate, and can be interpreted in many ways. These plans are about
investing in Flint, increasing visitor numbers and growing the local economy. The
proposed sculpture would also provide a unique opportunity to promote Welsh
steel, as well as tell powerful stories that continue to shape our lives today.”
Economy Secretary Ken Skates “We have listened and recognise the strength of
feeling around the proposed art installation at Flint Castle and feel it is only right
that we now take a pause and review the plans for the sculpture”.
The sculpture was meant to be part of £630,000 project at Flint Castle which
included a steel spiral staircase in the NE tower. Ken Skates stated that the
project shows the significance of Flint Castle, but also forms part of a
regeneration strategy for the Flint foreshore “attracting more people to visit the
site, bringing positive economic benefits to the area." Following the decision to
pause the installation of the sculpture, Ken Skates has said "Working closely with
local partners we will continue to work on proposals for developments at Flint,
including reviewing new visitor facilities."
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Cardigan Castle Wins Preservation Awards

Castle staff, Cadwgan
trustees, and
Ceredigion chief
executive Bronwen
Morgan celebrate
winning ‘Restoration of
the Year’ outside the
castle walls.

© Cardigan Castle

In the 2011 Summer Bulletin there was a news entry about Cardigan Castle, telling
readers that the Cadwgan Building Preservation Trust and the Ceredigion County
Council were successful in
receiving a number of grants.
These included a £4.7 million
grant from the Heritage Lottery
fund to save the iconic building
and recreate a major heritage
visitor
destination.
Cadw
granted the project £400,000 to
help
fund
repairs
and
conservation work to the castle
and associated buildings. In
addition the European Regional
Development Fund put forward
£4.3 Million.
Jumping forward a few years, the funding is clearly paying off. The castle opened
its doors to the public in 2015. And it has since received a number of awards. In
2016 it won ‘Project of the Year’ at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.
Earlier this year it won the Georgian Category of the Channel 4’s Great British
Buildings of the year. After this success, it went on to become the overall winner
of the entire programme too. The unlikely success was also noted by the lead
architect Niall Phillips “Who would have thought a small charity with not a penny
in the bank could rescue an utterly derelict castle and bring it back into a vibrant
sustainable new use.”
Cardigan Mayor, Clive Davies stated “This is fantastic news - this accolade really
takes our castle to a new level of exposure and will no doubt make Cardigan and
its castle a destination this summer and in future years.”
Alongside the restoration of the buildings within the castle, there has been a
number of spaces that have been reused or created to provide holiday
accommodation, a restaurant, museum areas, and rooms suitable for conferences
or concerts These spaces are part of the many ways that the trust aim for the
castle to sustain itself in the future. Those who saw the buildings prior to the
restoration would recognise the massive amount of work that has gone into the
site by all concerned.

The North Tower before
and after the restoration
at Cardigan Castle
Left 1991
© Paul Adams
Right Present
© John Northall
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Criccieth Castle’s new visitor centre.
The replica medieval
chamber forming part
of the new visitor
centre at Criccieth
Castle.
© Fuzzy Duck

At the end of April 2017, a
new visitor centre was
opened to the public at
Criccieth Castle. The centre,
which cost £450,000, formed
part of a larger £2.6 million
project aiming to improve
heritage sites across Wales.
The new displays include a
replica medieval chamber
where projections onto a
wooden table present stories about a number of the characters relating to the
time of Llywelyn the Great.
In addition to this, visitors can see drone footage and a computer generated
reconstruction which shows how the castle could have looked in the medieval
period. Ken Skates, Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure, described
the visitor centre as an example of "combining the latest technology with the
country's rich history to enhance the visitor experience".
As well as the display area, there is a gift shop, coffee bar, and a new decking
area with views of the Welsh coast.
……………………………………

News in Europe
Castle Damaged by Earthquake in Greece
On 21st July an earthquake measuring 6.7 on the Richter scale hit 15 KM NE of Kos
and 12 KM south of the Turkish city of
Bodrum.
Part of the damage
caused at Nerantzia
Castle by the
earthquake.
© Kalymnos-news.gr

Within Kos, a few people were killed
and many were injured by the
earthquake, in addition it caused
damage to several of the historic
elements.
The damage included a number of the
exhibits within island’s archaeology
museum which were broken, the
minaret of the late 18th-century
Hanji Hasan Mosque fell down, and a
section of Nerantzia Castle collapsed.
The castle was built in the 1380 for the Knights of St John, reusing masonry from
ruined elements of Kos. In 1514 the castle was greatly strengthened but it fell to
the Turkish in 1523. Although the castle was largely destroyed by gunpowder in
1846 and it lay ruinous, sections of the castle still stand.
After the earthquake a Central Service team from the Byzantine and PostByzantine Monuments Restoration directorate went to Kos following the
earthquake “to assess the situation and finalize the actions [that will be taken].”
Whilst certain historic elements remain open to the public, several, including the
castle and the archaeological museum have been closed until the buildings have
been made safe.
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Risings costs during conversion of use Schloss Burgdorf

A section of the
paintwork found within
Schloss Burgdorf
© Thomas Peter

Schloss Burgdorf within the
city of Burgdorf in the canton
of Bern, Switzerland, is in the
process of being converted
into a 120 bed youth hostel,
restaurant, a wedding venue,
and a new museum that is
planned to be opened in 2019.
The project had an estimated
cost of CHF 14.2 million and
although there were funding
streams coming from the
lottery fund and regional
subsidies there was still a large shortfall. This shortfall has now increased by a
further CHF 2.3 Million according to the board of Trustees overseeing the
conversion.
The sudden increase of costs comes in part from asbestos being found within the
structure, and in addition 330 year old wall and ceiling paintings have also been
discovered. There are ongoing discussions on whether to preserve these paintings,
and if so to what extent. To add the ever rising costs, the ground under the castle
needs reinforcing to allow for all the changes that are currently planned within
the castle.
These new found expenses do mean that there may have to be a change or
reduction in the overall vision for the way the castle was planned to be used if
new funding is not found to meet the deficit.

……………………………………

Castle Located in Poland
Archaeologists explore
the ruins of Bolko II’s
castle
© P. Konczewski

Archaeologists in Poland have
discovered the remains of the
castle belonging to Bolek II the
Small (d. 1368).
The ruins are located on an
island in the tributary river
Czerna Wielka, at the border of
the provinces Lubuskie and
Dolnośląskie
near
the
abandoned village Nowoszów.
Although the castle was previously known from medieval documents, the
discovery only occurred recently because the ruins of the castle are located on a
former military training ground, which was used until the 1990s. The castle was
found largely through the use of aerial laser scanning.
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Dr Pawel Konczewski from the Department of Anthropology of Wrocław University
of Environmental and Life Science, argues that it was a rectangular single tower.
The foundation of the building is made from bog iron. The structure itself is partly
made from ‘finger-marked’ bricks; their name coming from the traces of
craftsmen’s fingers who removed the excess clay whilst the bricks are made.
There have not been any physical excavations at the site due to conservation of
protected natural environment, but geophysical research is being deployed.
Research of the medieval village reveal evidence of opencast iron mining and
extensive slag heaps, but the furnaces have not yet been found. The castle and
town formed part of a routeway which connected the prince’s large territory in
Silesia in what is now south-western Poland.
……………………………………

The History of Castle Studies
As part of my work as an Hon. Research Fellow at Amgueddfa Cymru – National
Museum Wales, I am writing up the history of castle studies, from the 16th
century to modern times – whether it will ever get completed, let alone
published, is anybody’s guess!
Chapter 3 is on castellology 1900-1945, and I have been compiling a list of key
publications [monographs, articles, guidebooks etc], largely on England and Wales
as a starter, and Derek Renn has abetted me in this.
However, I would welcome details from members of any publications that they
feel are essential to this study. I have the main general works listed, such as
Armitage, Thompson, Braun, but suggestions for articles and monographs on
individual sites would be welcome.
Material re Scotland and Ireland 1900-45 would be welcomed in particular. I know
that PSAS is available on line and I can source that, and papers by W. D. Simpson
re the UK are listed in his bibliography, and I have several bound volumes of his
papers.
The main criterion is that the publication must be one that has made a major
contribution to castle knowledge, even if ideas proposed later become rejected.
However, if in doubt re the significance, send the details anyway.
There is no great rush, as I have enough to work on re England and Wales.
Email me at john.r.kenyon@ntlworld.com
A product of my work can be read in Archaeologia Cambrensis 166 (2017), 1-31,
published in September. ‘‘Those proud, ambitious heaps’: whither castle studies?’
was my Presidential Address to the Cambrian Archaeological Association in the
summer of 2016.
Many thanks.
John R. Kenyon
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Other News
Front Cover of the
brochure for ‘The
British Castle’
including a painting
by Joseph Farington
Caernarfon Castle
c.1780

Art Exhibitions in England and
America
Over the summer there have been two large
scale art exhibitions, one in The Yale Center
for British Art (Connecticut, USA) the other in
Southampton (Hampshire, UK).
The exhibition at The Yale Center for British

© The Yale Center for
Art, entitled Art in Focus: The British Castle—
British Art

A Symbol in Stone, ran from 7 April to 6
August 2017. It contained a selection of
paintings that explore the castle in art, its
historical role, place in the landscape,
architectural development, and literary
associations. Among the specific castles
featured were; Windsor (Berkshire), Corfe
Castle (Dorset), and Dover (Kent)

The selection of artwork was chosen to ‘give
insight into castles, both real and imagined,
and summarize their symbolic role in British
life’.
Over the first three months the exhibition welcomed approximately 14,200
visitors to the exhibition.
The Exhibition in Southampton, entitled ‘Capture the Castle’ ran from 26 May – 2
September 2017.
This exhibition was the first large scale exhibition on the subject of British castles
in the UK.
The artwork included the works of well-known artists such as Turner and
Constable, illustrations used in guidebooks such as that of Alan Sorrell, and
Fouqueray who engraved and illustrated all the artwork for the 1925 poster
campaign featuring British landmarks to encourage motorists to use Shell fuels.
There was a wide variety of castles that featured within the exhibition including
Carisbrooke (Isle of Wight), Deal (Kent), Kidwelly (Carmarthenshire), Totnes
(Devon), Urquhart (Loch Ness). In addition there was a section entitled ‘castles of
the imagination’ which contained artwork of castles of that have come from the
imagination of artists including Helms Deep within Lord of the Rings and an
interpretation of Mervyn Peake’s Gormenghast Castle.
It included both famous and rarely seen works that were on loan from The Tate,
The British Museum, The V&A, the Government Art Collection and collections of
major artists.
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Snodhill Castle Conservation Update
Members of the CSG who attended the 2016
conference in April centred on the Welsh
Marches, will remember the overgrown ruins
of Snodhill Castle. Readers will be pleased to
read there has been much work of
conservation taken place.

Blocked Window
and Cupboard
Feature
© Garry Crook

In March 2016, the Snodhill Castle
Preservation Trust was formed to save
Snodhill Castle. The trusts aims are to clear
the castle of invasive undergrowth, repair its
standing remains, investigate and understand some of its many puzzles and
preserve the site for the future.
In 2016 emergency propping work was undertaken by Historic England at Snodhill
and in April 2017 consolidation work began, actively supported by Historic England
(who gave a repair grant of £474,000) and is being carried out by Sally Strachey
Historic Conservation.
The funding will rescue the north tower, wingwalls, keep and SE bastion but could
not cover the repair of 12th century south curtain wall - the trust is actively
looking for grants to fund these repairs.
Excavations have been carried out by Hereford Archaeology on the SE bastion and
the keep’s north walls with both excavations producing major surprises.
The SE bastion has been found to be a complex and unusual tower with multiple
build phases with an irregular multi-faced interior, high quality stonework and at
least two windows. The best current suggestion is that it was a private chapel
later crudely converted into a gun emplacement in the mid-17th century for the
Civil War; this being the first physical evidence that Snodhill was actively
occupied at this time.
The keep is a complex 12 (?) sided tower and the excavations have revealed that
its north walls are 3m thick which is a surprise as the south walls are less than 2m
thick. This discovery has reopened the debate as to the possibility that there is an
earlier keep underlying the present 1160 building.
The excavations have also revealed some of the hidden interior angles and
uncovered remains of a fireplace, a cupboard feature and evidence of later
modification. One of the most interesting discoveries is that the keep is not
symmetrical, the north side has now been found to extend further west than the
south side and the gatehouse is not as originally thought on the centreline of the
keep; it is in the SW corner.
Remains of the SE
Bastion
© Garry Crook

The Trust is hoping to excavate the
currently buried NW corner of the keep
in 2017 to confirm the shape of the keep
and how many angles it actually has,
everyone expects more surprises.
Closer inspection of the remains of the
North Tower have confirmed that it is a
substantial tower approximately 15m in
diameter but the surprise is that the
walls are now thought to have been 4m thick. The trust is hoping to fund limited
excavation inside the tower later in 2017 to confirm the size and strength of what
has been suggested could be a second keep!
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The consolidation and repair work is also revealing new features, the keep’s
entrance turrets were added to a rectangular gatehouse projecting from the keep,
the south wing wall is now known to have been stepped and the upper parts of the
gatehouse have been modified at a later date.
The current repair and consolidation work should be completed in October 2017,
the trust is hoping by careful control of the repair grant budget to find ways to
further investigate, reveal, and repair the remains of this unique castle.
Garry Crook
For further information the Trust’s website is www.snodhillcastle.org or you can
follow their Facebook page www.facebook.com/Snodhill.
……………………………………

Conference Reports
Leeds International Medieval Conference
Leeds 3–6 July 2017
‘Others and Otherness’
Each year Leeds University hosts the International Medieval Congress (IMC), the
largest medieval conference in Europe. This year it was attended by 2,444
medievalists from 56 countries. It is only beaten in scale by the Kalamazoo
conference in America.
During the conference there were several papers relating to castle studies;
unfortunately there were a few which were scheduled at the same time, partly
caused by the large scale of the IMC. Some of speakers were talking about aspects
of their current Ph.D. research and the abstracts are towards the end of this
bulletin.
On the Tuesday there were two panels organised by Southampton University
entitled ‘Castles and Later Medieval Warfare’ and ‘Castles and Representing
Aristocratic Power’. Two of the papers in the first panel were, Dan Spencer
‘Castles and the Defence of the North in the reign of Edward II’ and Aleksandr
Lobanov ‘The Castle of Mont-Aimé and the Hundred Years War in Champagne in
the 1420s’. In the second panel two of the papers were Kirsty Bolton ‘How Does
Melusine’s Castle-Building Regime Contribute to the Representation of Her as a
Mother in the Roman de Melusine?’ and Maria Succurro ‘Writing History in the
Castle: Memory and Ideology under Visconti, 1360–1402.’ There were a several
other castle-related papers during the IMC including my own ‘Trowbridge Castle:
Continuity and Change Through Time ’, Shirley Markley (Ph.D. abstract in Bulletin)
‘Gaps between Stones: Strange to familiar –Lessons from Medieval Builders’ Karol
Polejowski ‘The Teutonic Order’s Castle in Malbork (Prussia) as Palestinian Crac:
Inspirations and Realisations’, Heidi Richards (Ph.D. abstract in Bulletin) ‘From
Romance into Reality: Influences of Medieval Romance Literature on Late
Medieval English Castles’, Carlos Gómez (Ph.D. abstract in Bulletin) ‘The Century
of Castles? The evolution of the Fortifying Process during the reigns of Fernando I
and Alfonso VI’, and Rachel Swallow ‘‘Misfit’ Castle Forms of the Irish Sea: The
Welsh Perspective’.
As well as being able to enjoy papers of a VERY wide range of topics, the IMC is,
as always, a good chance to catch up with familiar faces as well as network with
new ones.
Therron Welstead
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Medieval Settlement Research Group Annual Conference
Newcastle upon Tyne 28-30 April 2017
‘Power and Place in the Middle Ages’
The 12th century
tower of the castle
at Newcastle-upon
Tyne
© Philip Davis

A Friday evening walk through
Newcastle town centre may be
one of the highlights of an
anthropological study of modern
British youth culture but it is
also, as was demonstrated by Dr
Caron Newman, a fascinating
insight in the numerous, if
sometimes
much
mutilated,
remains of the medieval town of
Newcastle.
The four most substantive remaining part of Newcastle are the Norman church of
St Andrews, a long run of the medieval town wall from St Andrew’s to the site of
the lost west gate, the rare remains of an urban friary at Blackfriars and, of
course, the castle.
After the previous evenings physical exercise the intellectual exercise of the
conference was a Saturday of papers on the conference theme of power and
place. Conference organiser Ben Morton gave a brief introduction expressing the
thought that Post-processual archaeology had lead recently to a rather
underplaying of the role of 'power' in understanding of the past. For those of us in
castle studies, while there has been considerable discussion on how power was
expressed, the central role of 'power' has never gone away so it is refreshing to
see an enriched idea of 'power' coming back into the wider understanding of the
medieval world.
For this writer the three papers of most interest were;
 Dr Caron Newman (Newcastle University) 'Lordship and Land-Use in Late

Medieval Cumbria' which explored the shaping of the landscape by extensive use
of baronial ’forest' (land under forest law) by mainly absentee landlords, using
renting of grazing rights in an area of little arable worth (and that little arable
being rye, oats and barley rather than the money making wheat).
 Euan McCartney Robson (University College London) 'A Multi-Story Cathedral:
Power, Place and Persuasion in Symeon of Durham’s Libellus de Exordio'
exampling the vast post-Conquest Norman building programme, possibly the
greatest building effort, per capita, in the entire history of the island of Britain
and the way in which the architectural forms underlined the narrative of Norman
power.
 Meg Bernstein (The Courtauld Institute of Art) 'Power, Display, and Agency in the
Thirteenth-Century English Parish Church' showed how the parish church became a
centre for the expression of power for the gentry status knightly families and the
merchant classes. Mirroring the baronial endowment of monasteries the gentry
classes patronage of parish naves and side aisles allowed them to express their
status and identity mainly through monumental effigies but also with some
example of heraldic detail on column capitals etc. This mirrors the way the gentry
started to use the crenellated architecture of royal and baronial castles in their
manor houses.
Sunday returned to physical activity with site visits to the deserted medieval
settlements of Middleton Old Town and Hartside in the Northumberland National
Park. Even on a fine spring day it is a bit difficult to see Hartside, high in the
Cheviot Hills (300m up) as ‘ouwt but bleak’. The trials of living and farming there
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in winter, in the late medieval 'little ice age' and in the lawless world of the
border reivers must have been considerable and both of the power of nature and
the power of people to overcome can be seen there.
Overall a fine conference with an interesting theme. For this writer the papers
were a little too short (at half an hour) to really expand their points (I much
prefer a 45 minute paper) and leaving questions for all papers to the end of the
day is, I feel, unfair on the earlier speakers. However the mix of papers and field
trips is the right balance for a conference and, for me as if often the case, the
chats over drinks and on the back of the bus and the associated networking these
led to may well be the lasting benefit from the conference.
Philip Davis
……………………………………

Castle Studies Trust
Updates 2017 grant recipients and
applicants for 2018 grants.










September last year saw the Castle Studies Trust open its grants application
process for its fifth round of grants. The Trust can award grants of up to £7,500
and has already received expressions of interest from a number of applicants for a
wide range of sites including:
Berkhamsted
Fyvie
Hadleigh
Pembroke
Ruthin
Shrewsbury
Skipton
Snodhill
Closing date for applications is Friday 15th December and grants will be awarded in
February 2018 after a rigorous selection process.
2017 Grant Awards Progressing Well
All five grants awarded in 2017 are progressing well, with one completed, one
awaiting the report write up and the rest continuing apace:
Castle Pulverbatch, Shropshire,
England:
The grant was for geophysical and
photogrammetric surveys of this
motte and bailey castle. All the
survey work has been carried out on
the site and the results have been
processed and reports written. To see
some aerial shots of the castle you
can look at the Castle Studies Trust’s
Facebook page.
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Clifford Castle
Image: CST

Clifford, Herefordshire England
The geophysical (ground penetrating
radar survey) part of the work has been
completed
which
have
proved
inconclusive, so the survey company has
agreed to do another type of survey to
see if they reveal anything differently
which took place in August. The survey
will help inform where some of the
excavation trenches will be positioned,
in addition to the ones on the motte and
hornwork. Excavations will take place in
September.
Dinas Bran, Denbighshire, Wales
Co-funding the geophysical survey of the most complete, but little understood,
native Welsh built castle has been completed. Initial indications are not promising
due to combination of much fallen masonry and the closeness of the bedrock to
the surface. Report has been completed and signed off by one of our assessors.
Fotheringhay, Northants, England
The geophysical survey of the site is due to take place in late September/early
October, while the aerial earthwork survey is due to take place shortly after that.
Lathom, Lancashire, England
Analysis of castle masonry from the completely destroyed late 15th-century castle
built by Thomas, Lord Stanley. The analysis work has already started with the
work expected to be completed within the time limit.

Leoni’s classic
Palladian Lathom
House on the site
of the original Medieval
Palace Fortress. Only
the West Wing now
remains.
Image: CST

If you have any questions about the work of the Trust now or in the future, please
do not hesitate to contact me on the email address below.
Help the Castle Studies Trust Fund More Projects
With many high quality applications on important sites anticipated this year we
need your help to fund as many as possible. Donors of significant amounts will be
able to attend exclusive site visits. To find out more please visit
http://castlestudiestrust.org/Donate.html for the different ways of supporting
the Trust and help us fund more exciting work.
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jeremy
Cunnington, Chair of Trustees at admin@castlestudiestrust.org
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Mystery Castle Painting
Several suggestions have been received as to the identity of the mystery castle
painting appeal in the last CSG Bulletin (Bulletin 23, April 2017, p.18). The
painting is a watercolour by the English artist, Peter de Wint, entitled Castle
above a River, Woodcutters in the Foreground, and was painted in c.1820, but the
name of the castle isn’t given.
De Wint was born in Hanley, Stoke on Trent and after an apprenticeship under the
portrait painter John Raphael Smith in London from 1802 he developed a strong
interest in historical landscape painting, working alongside several important
artists of the period. By 1809 he had exhibited at the Royal Academy and he
became a full member of the Old Watercolour Society by 1811
He travelled extensively around England and Wales, (and further afield), depicting
panoramic landscapes and rural scenes spending much time in Lincolnshire, the
home of his wife’s family.
The mystery castle remains uncertain with no consensus about its location being
proposed by CSG members. South Wales and the Marches seem to be the favoured
areas with Ludlow, Chepstow and Pembroke castles being the most popular
suggestions.
An outlying, but most interesting response has been made by one member who
suggests the site could be Alton Castle in Staffordshire. He states that ‘the scene
fits very well with a local section of the Churnet valley near Alton some twelve
miles from Stone. The castle could well represent the castle at Alton as it was
then’. Most of what we see today of the castle of Alton is a 19 th- century building
and little remains of the medieval castle which would allow us to compare the De
Wint structure.
In all suggestions, there is some aspect of the medieval castle architecture that
doesn’t quite fit with the castle depicted in the painting either by the form or
position of towers or of the associated landscape features.
We may have to conclude that the Castle above a River shown in de Wint’s
painting might be an artistic depiction of an imaginary or composite landscape
with the castle adding, as so often the case at this period, a romantic backdrop to
a generalised Picturesque scene. Having said that, this would be uncharacteristic
of De Wint whose other castle related paintings are accurately portrayed and
described in the title.
With thanks to everyone who has made a suggestion for what remains for the time
being, a mystery castle.
Peter A. Burton
Peter de Wint
Castle above a River,
Woodcutters in the
Foreground, c. 1820.

25

Castle Studies Group Bulletin September 2017

Castles and Film & TV location Tourism
Doune Castle from the
air.
© Historic Environment
Scotland

In the last few years there have
been a wide variety of historic
sites that have been used as
sets
and
backdrops
to
entertainment this includes
several castles. One noticeable
impact is an increase in visitor
numbers at Doune Castle
(Stirling, Scotland). Although it
was featured in Monty Python
and the Holy Grail in 1975 and
more recently as Winterfell in
the pilot of the Game of
Thrones (GoT), it has been the Outlander series that has had greatest effect being
used as the fictional Castle Leoch. For the first part of the summer season footfall
has increase 50% compared for the same period last year. Outlander has had an
even greater effect at other sites including Aberdour (up 58%) and Blackness
Castle (up 72%).
Stephen Ducan, Director of Commercial and Tourism at Historic Environment
Scotland. Said “Featuring in Outlander has opened up our sites to a whole new
audience, inspiring more and more visitors to come and discover the history
behind these places, further demonstrating the enduring value and significance of
heritage attractions in Scotland.” Fiona Hyslop Cabinet Secretary for Culture,
Tourism and External Affairs, said: “It’s fantastic to see that the international
success of Outlander continues to draw visitors from around the world …and find
out more about Scotland’s rich history and fascinating heritage.
“I’m delighted Scottish and UK audiences will now be able to watch Outlander on
terrestrial TV, and look forward to seeing the impact on visitor numbers to the
heritage sites that provide the stunning backdrop to the series.”
The Game of Thrones has had an impact on visitor interest too. The search traffic
on Tripadvisor is telling as there has been great increase for several historic sites
and locations relating to the hit series. The walled city of Mdina (in the first series
as King’s Landing) the search traffic went up by 18%, but this is a tiny figure
compared to Campillo de Dueñas, Guadalajara, Spain home of the 12th Century
Castle of Zafra (Tower of Joy) and Klis, Dalmatia, Croatia home of Klis Fortress
(City of Meereen), the increase for these sites are 291% and 579% respectively.
These figures do translate into real footfall particularly telling in Ireland which
was used for several locations. The series themselves combined with a successful
tourism campaign has brought last year 9.5 million visits an increase of 10%
compared to 2015. The largest increase was by N. American residents with 1.8
million visits to Ireland up by 19.4%. With these increased figures the amount
tourists spent increased by €300,000 to €5.7 billion.
In January 2017 Ed Sheeran released his single Castle on a Hill, which was about
Framlingham Castle in Suffolk. This combined with publicity about renovation of
the castle greatly increased numbers at the site.
While there are many factors such as, re-interpretation/presentation of sites,
events, economic climate and weather that can affect visitor numbers, featuring
on the big and little screen certainly helps.
Therron Welstead
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Sigginstown Castle: Grants and Research Update
We
purchased
Sigginstown
Tacumshane,
Co.
Sigginstown Castle in Castle,
C. 1909
Wexford in May 2016, since then
we have been very busy. The
©Benjamin Browne castle is a tower-house built by
the descendants of Anglo-Norman
invaders. Sigginstown lies 2 hours
due south of Dublin.
The CSG generously provided a
Small Project Grant to help date
the extant wicker in the tower
vault. The first surprise was that
the species is gorse. Locals in the Barony of Forth were known for gathering
gorse for fuel and animal feed. There are few trees in the area due to the
windy coast, but this is the first castle that Rory Sherlock had heard of with
that species. The dating results are still to come.
We were also given a grant for a geophysical survey by the Heritage Council
which was completed in June. The results allow us to see areas to avoid for
excavation that may be impacted by our renovation plans. Our archaeologist
says there is "lots of interesting stuff" in the three surrounding fields – we are
both thrilled to find out more, and scared for our pocket book! We have a
limited budget to work on the tower, the attached late 17th-century house,
and agricultural building, so roofs, foundations and weather-proofing the
buildings is our highest priority. There appears to be many scattered pits,
possibly a fish pond (perhaps originally dug for local marl for bricks), in
addition various intriguing lines and curves of foundations below. Although the
site is not known to have remains of a motte and bailey like some tower
houses, we are intrigued by a circle of land nearby that was once part of the
property. We have already discovered the remains of a possible medieval hallhouse or bawn wall, and a later cobblestone courtyard through test pits. There
will be further excavations to be undertaken in the future.

Present day Sigginstown
Castle
©Michael Carroll

The castle was built by the Siggins family, who lost possession after the
Cromwellian period in 1645. It was given to William Jacob, whose family held
it for the next 150 years or so. The castle passed through marriage into the
Wilson family, descendants of whom sold the castle to us. Many records have
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been destroyed – partial Downs Survey information remains, as well as some
census data. We look to locals for information and old photos, plus we are
delighted to hear from descendants of Siggins, Jacobs, and Wilsons who
contact us through Facebook pages and email.
This August for Heritage Week we held our first events - part of the agreement
for the grant, as well as something we wanted to do. We built mud ovens, had
a hearth cooking workshop, an outdoor music session, and sponsored a History
Hunt along five sites of the Norman Way – part of Ireland's Ancient East
heritage trail.
We venture forth with planning permissions soon, and hope that we will see
many of you next year at the Ireland conference.
Liz and Gordon Jones (Connecticut, USA and Tacumshane, Co. Wexford)
For further information www.sigginstowncastle.com Lizjones429@earthlink.ne
Faceboook/SigginstownCastle
……………………………………

Ph.D. & M. Phil. Castle Research
This is a new section which provides the abstracts of a few of the current
M.Phil. and Ph.D. students whose research includes aspects of castle
studies.
This can provide readers an opportunity to see some of the new research
that is taking place by a largely new generation of researchers.
If you know someone who would like to have their abstract included within
future bulletins please email Bulletin@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk

The Emergence of the castles in medieval Galacia
(8th -13th centuries)
Carlos Lixó Gómez
University of Santiago de Compostela
Supervisors Ermelindo Portela Silva and José Miguel Andrade Cernadas
In the eleventh and twelfth centuries a profound change in the conception of
power and the political praxis occurs, this should be seen with a longer time
frame. Only in that context can the phenomenon of the appearance of castles be
analyzed, as a part of a very complex and multifaceted process of transformation.
This research focuses on the implications of the Galician castle network
between the eighth and thirteenth centuries and seeks to address some necessary
aspects. The first one is the predominance of the territory, as a matter of study,
in order to understand the relationships of power, by giving prominence to
geography and landscape as perennial sources. The second is the extension of the
chronological limit from the feudal 11th century back until the eighth, to
emphasize the central importance of long duration and to understand the
emergence of the castles from their earliest origins, tracing them to the limits of
Antiquity. In turn, the territorial framework chosen agrees, in principle, with
present-day Galicia, as defined precisely in the 12th century following the
independence of Portugal; thus, the reference will be Gallaecia, a clearly defined
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entity since Roman times, and the relations between the Galician territory and
the kingdom which has its capital in the city of León.
To discover the role of castles within the configuration of Galician feudalism,
specifically in the articulation of power and land ordination I have closely
examined contemporary documents and chronicles to find references to
fortifications. Each reference is then analyzed and interpreted to provide its
context.
This study of the documents has never been done before, so it will be the central
element of the research, along with the reading of specific literature and the
study of the sites in the field.
……………………………………

An Examination of Earth Mortared Masonry Construction in
Later Medieval Ireland (1100–1600AD)
Shirley Markley MA MUBC MIAI
School of Histories and Humanities, Trinity College, Dublin
Supervisor Terry Barry
Medieval buildings and their construction has always been an essential area of
study to medievalists in understanding the diverse settlement record of the
period. Archaeological excavation and building recording are fundamental tools in
this regard. In Ireland a largely missing domestic medieval settlement record has
stimulated research into understanding its absence. The strange discovery,
initially through building survey and later excavation, of an earth mortar bonded
masonry Hall House in north-west Ireland, led to a wider research programme.
Substantial regional field survey combined with wider documentary research
nationally has identified this building technique was much more wide spread than
originally thought.
This research represents the first body of work undertaken on earth mortared
masonry construction in Ireland with no published works on the subject to date.
Comprehensive documentary research was undertaken of both published and
unpublished sources alongside archival and database research. Regional field
survey in north-west Ireland was also completed as part of this study. The
identification of stone built earth mortared buildings regionally and nationally, in
both upstanding buildings and in below ground excavated structures, can explain
the absence in the later medieval domestic settlement record in Ireland. Despite
its marked archaeological presence, it has been frequently overlooked, ignored or
unseen by academics and professionals in the field.
Research demonstrates that there was a common vernacular ‘earth mortared’
building tradition utilising stone bonded with earth and sealed by lime mortar
renders internally and externally. This construction technique and the materials it
used allowed structures to rapidly appear and disappear from the later medieval
landscape given weathering effects and masonry reuse. Only high status earth
mortared masonry structures such as churches, hall houses and castles survive
above ground given their wealthy medieval owners. Tantalising evidence also
points at its use as a traditional building technique extending back into the early
medieval period and beyond and extensively throughout the post medieval period.
What was once thought to be merely the preserve of the poorer classes, research
has established earth mortar as a material chosen by rich and poor alike in the
construction of their stone buildings given its proven application, structural
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capabilities and longevity rather than it being merely an alternative and
necessitated building choice.
This unexpected and previously unrecorded medieval building technique using
earth bonded masonry construction is unearthing and revolutionising theories on
building construction across all social classes in later medieval Ireland. A material
which is generally castigated as a poor man’s substitute for lime mortar is now
being radically overthrown and its place within the medieval settlement record in
Ireland is being firmly established.
Earth mortared masonry construction as well as earth built construction (sod,
turf, cob built) was identified at castles sites in Ireland, England, Scotland and
Wales in the later medieval and post medieval periods. This material construction
was identified in curtain/bawn walls, mural towers, revetment walls, service
buildings at castles, halls, gatehouses, kilns, ovens and in all manner of buildings
excavated at castle sites.
For further information, Markley.Shirley@itsligo.ie
……………………………………

From Romance into Reality: Influences of Medieval Romance
Literature on Late Medieval English Castles
Heidi Richards
Archaeology Department of Durham University
Supervisors Dr Pam Graves and Prof. Chris Gerrard.
Recent trends in the field of castle studies have seen an evolution from the
previous dichotomy of martial versus status into a more abstract focus on
symbolism in castle architecture. Speculation has emerged in current publications
suggestive of an intriguing relationship between medieval romance literature and
late medieval castles and surrounding landscape designs. This PhD attempts to
provide a new multifaceted approach, reassessing and evaluating these
speculative claims to explore their plausibility and the extent to which one can
actually claim that medieval romance literature was influential on late medieval
English castle designs and corresponding landscapes. Taking a perspective from
buildings archaeology, this research draws upon a consolidation of various avenues
of medieval studies such as romance literature, chivalry, history, and castle
studies in order to provide a well-rounded body of evidence to solidify aspects of
romantic emulation that have hitherto remained mostly speculative. This
influence can be found at individual sites as well as in broad trends of castle
design. This thesis explores the incorporations of romantic themes in elite secular
architecture and their various underlying motivations, including personal ambition
and self-association with favoured literary characters or the achievement of
ambitions within the wider contexts of political propaganda, conquest, and newly
reformed romantic chivalry. Specific elements and features of this romantic
influence will be highlighted by examining particular castle sites as case studies,
accompanied by discussions on medieval romance literature in its context within
medieval elite society and its impact on the values of chivalry, which became a
conduit of indirect romantic influence on castle life and the structures of the
castles themselves.
For further information, h.e.richards@durham.ac.ukh.e.richards@durham.ac.uk
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