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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
Part 1

Brian Giggins

In the small Northamptonshire village of
Barnwell St Andrew, near Oundle, is an
interesting example of a small 13th century
stone castle within the grounds of Barnwell
Manor of which only a fragment can
glimpsed from the road. There is no public
access to the site but when it was occupied
by the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester it
could be entered and enjoyed when the
grounds were open under the National
Gardens Scheme. With kind permission of
the Duke and Duchess, the writer was given
permission to research the fabric and histo-
ry of the castle.  In doing so he found some
previously unrecorded medieval wall paint-
ings and identified that a barn altered in
the 17th century originated as an aisled
barn of similar date to the castle. From
documentary evidence it is known that the
castle was built by Berenger Le Moyne
circa 1266 but he occupied it for less than
10 years after which it ceased to have mili-
tary use and became part of the Ramsey
Abbey estate and was probably used as a
grange. The religious wall paintings, one of

which shows the head of Christ and the
aisled-barn belong to this phase. This ar-
ticle considers its history, the reasons why
it was built and what survives.

BERENGER LE MOYNE

  In 1248 the part of the Northamptonshire
estate of Ramsey Abbey held by Reginald
le Moyne was inherited by his son Ber-
enger Le Moyne, then a minor; his guard-
ian was William of York, Provost of
Beverley.1 This inheritable estate com-
prised land in the villages of Barnwell St
Andrew, Hemington and Crowthorpe
with the obligation to provide knight serv-
ice for the abbey as well as rent.2 By 1251
Berenger had come of age and his estate
also included lands in Needingworth  and
Holywell3 which were owned by the Ab-
bey, plus lands in Ramsey, Hurst and
Chatteris,  Thorp, Thurning and Grantham
which were not Ramsey Abbey lands.
Needingworth may have been where Ber-
enger had a residence4 and there was prob-
ably a residence at Thurning where he held
three-quarters of a Knight’s fee from Ri-
chard, 3rd earl of Gloucester.5 Whether
Berenger had a residence at Barnwell St
Andrew when he came of age is unknown.

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell Castle. East entrance front with attached SE tower and (left) the south facade.
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Barnwell: The reconstructed plan as
probably built by 1270. © B. Giggins

2018 colour-coded plan
© B. Giggins
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Barnwell Castle, exterior elevations. East:  (internal courtyard width: 40.9m, 135 ft). North:
27.7m 91ft. West: 39.89m, 134ft. South: 28.7m, 94ft. The walls are approx. 26 ft (8m) high.

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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Barnwell Castle. ABOVE: Gatehouse and east curtain.
BELOW: Gatehouse, SE ‘Latrine’ Tower and south curtain. (Photo c. 1975). The upper rectangular
windows are C15-16 insertions / widening of existing lights. The castle is unique in Britain in
having multiple double cross-slit arrow loops.

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell Castle. ABOVE: The tri-lobed NW tower (left) and west curtain with its round tower.
BELOW: NW tower (right) and the NE tower/curtain. Both the NE and NW towers are tri-lobed.
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  There is little doubt that Berenger had been
brought up to become a knight and had ob-
tained some military experience. It  appears
that he volunteered for the crusade to the
Holy Land that Henry III wanted to lead in
the 1250s as in 1253 Berenger was amongst
many barons who was granted a life time
exemption from being made sheriff, eschea-
tor, agister or regarder.6 Henry dealt with
problems in Gascony instead. Whether Ber-
enger was involved with the Gascony cam-
paign is not known.
 In 1258 the tenants of Ramsey Abbey nom-
inated Berenger as one of the four knights
that were demanded of the King from Ram-
sey Abbey to do service in the Welsh War
but he declared that on that occasion he did
not owe any service.7 On the eve of the 2nd
Baron’s war in 1263 he appears to have been
more interested in domestic rather than mili-
tary matters as he obtained a royal grant to
hold a market and fair in Thurning, a village
4km to the SE of Barnwell St Andrew’s but
this did not materialize. This was probably
because in 1264 the 2nd Baron’s War spread
into Northamptonshire when Prince Edward
successfully led an attack against the Barons
who were mustering at Northampton under
the banner of the son of Simon de Montfort.
 Whether Berenger followed Gilbert de
Clare, in initially supporting Simon de
Montfort is unknown but he probably
fought for Henry III at the battle of Eve-
sham in August 1265 as afterwards he was
given lands worth £40.8 9  Although Simon
de Montfort was killed at Evesham a group
of the rebellious Barons, ‘the Disinherited’,
continued to occupy Kenilworth Castle.
This was besieged by royal forces in 1266
but that August a large group of barons
broke out and plundered their way through
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire
reaching Ely in August 1266 to join John

d’Eyville.10  From this location the Disin-
herited forces raided the surrounding up-
lands, plundering, murdering and
ransoming hostages. The King ordered the
Abbot of Ramsey to defend the area
around the Abbey.
  In 1267 Ramsey Abbey incurred serious
losses when some of John d’Eyville’s
rebels from Ely took refuge in Ramsey.11

When the King was at Cambridge he deput-
ed Berenger as Keeper of the Peace for
Huntingdonshire and ordered him to raise
and lead men against the King’s enemies
holding out at Ely. Berenger had little faith
that the men of Huntingdonshire would
follow him and the King gave him powers
to assess money on all persons in the county
to pay for troops and the defence of the
county.12 It is possible that it was this au-
thorisation that was the stimulus for Ber-
enger to create a castle at Barnwell St
Andrew. The often quoted date of 1266 for
the construction of the castle is based on
jurors in 1276 stating that Berenger Le
Moyne had built a castle at Barnwell and
that ten years had elapsed. 13 The question
is should this statement be taken literally or
was the 10 years a generalisation?  In 1267
or shortly afterwards Berenger sold land at
Chatteris to William of Godmancheter,
Abbot of Ramsey Abbey (1267-1285) for
400 marks (£266 13s 4d).14 The need for
this large sum may have been to start the
construction of Barnwell castle at this
slightly later date.
  The advantage Barnwell had over Ber-
enger’s other lands was probably the local
supply of good quality Blisworth lime-
stone 15 for walling and making lime mor-
tar A stone-lined well located about 30m
east of the castle rests on a bed of lime-
stone and has a sump cut into it. This may
indicate that some stone may have been

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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obtainable during the digging of a moat and
so speeded the construction of a defendable
site. The land Berenger held in the adjacent
village of Thurning , possibly his preferred
site, was on Boulder Clay and lacked this
advantage.
  Berenger took part in the successful attack
of Ely by Prince Edward in July, which put
an end to the rebellion. After the surrender
Prince Edward instructed both Berenger
and William Le Moyne to collect the
goods, including 120 Oxen of Ralph Pirot,
and to deliver them to himself where they
could be placed under the King’ s protec-
tion. 16 It is likely that work on the castle
was financed through Berenger’s royal du-
ties but that he would have needed addi-
tional income to finish and maintain the
castle.
 Many English nobles, with Berenger
amongst their number, came to Northamp-
ton in 1268 to pledge their support to ac-
company Prince Edward on crusade. Henry
III directed that a ‘twentieth’ tax should be
raised for this venture and Berenger was
one of those directed to collect this.17 The
motives of Berenger to go on crusade are
not known. He was probably married to
Emma by this time and may have had his
daughters, Rose and Margaret, who were to
become his heirs,18 but the potential of
action, royal favouritism and spoil was of
consideration. He certainly would have
needed funds to complete and maintain the
building project of Barnwell Castle. In
1270 he was still collecting taxes in
Huntingdonshire 19 which would have pro-
vided him with a significant income but he
also had the opportunity to increase the
income from the village of Barnwell St
Andrew. The 1263 grant of a market at
Thurning was not progressed by Berenger
and so in 1270 he sought royal consent to

hold two weekly markets and a fair in this
village. 20 This was obtained allowing Ber-
enger the prospect of long term funds from
the market and the growth of the village
into a fledgling town. The King could also
benefit as he held the immediately adjacent
village of Barnwell All Saints, also known
as King’s Barnwell, which would benefit
from this growth.
  Prince Edward’s Crusade left in the sum-
mer of 1270 with only 1000 men. Berenger
was granted protection for four years as a
crusader 21 This may have been the time
when he was granted permission to employ
a priest to say prayers for his soul in the
castle chapel.22 During the crusade he
would have assisted in saving Acre from
the Saracens but for the most part the cru-
sade achieved little and he returned at the
end of 1272 and deposited 200 marks
(£133 6s 8d) with the Abbot of Ramsey
Abbey for safe keeping. 23 This was pre-
sumably only part of the funds he obtained
for taking part in the crusade.
  Within four years Berenger had sold his
interest in the manors Barnwell St Andrew,
Hemington and Crowthorpe to Ramsey Ab-
bey for the sum of  £1666 13s 4d 24 which
appears to have included Barnwell Castle.
According to the “Chronicon Abbatiae
Rameseinsis” the Abbot of Ramsey “Wil-
liam de Godmanchester also granted Ber-
enger 100 marks a year (£16 13s 4d) and a
life interest of land in Chatteris, on the Isle
of Ely. This sale of Berenger’s lands to his
landlord appears to have been one of substi-
tution rather than subinfeudation as there is
no evidence to indicate that Berenger re-
mained as tenant.  Such a transaction would
not have required royal approval as it did
not reduce the liability of the Abbot to pro-
vide a knight when required, as occurred in
1294.25 Berenger had died before 1286 as in

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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that year his widow confirmed the 1276
grant to the Abbot of Ramsey.  Her grand-
child  John de Layton, and granddaughter’s
husband, Walter Naunton, unsuccessfully
tried to recover the estate from the Abbey in
1329.26 In 1276 a royal official accused Be-
renger of holding a market and fair at Barn-
well St Andrew without approval and selling
the manor Barnwell to the abbot without
royal consent. The ensuing enquiry dis-
missed the claims and the jurors gave the
evidence that ten years had elapsed since
Berenger had built the castle.27 It appears
the official had confused the Barnwells held
by Ramsey Abbey and the King. This confu-
sion resulted in similar actions being taken
by royal officials in 1286 28 and 1340.29

   Why Berenger sold such a large part of his
estate in 1276 is not known. The obvious
reason would be that he had severe financial
problems that eclipsed his resources includ-
ing the 200 marks deposited with Ramsey
Abbey in 1280.30 Constructing Barnwell Cas-
tle would have been very costly and could
have involved him in taking out loans. The
sum of £1666 13s 4d received for that part of
his estate is just a few shillings more than
Edward 1st spent on the complete refortifica-
tion of Builth Castle between 1277 and 1279
in his campaign against Llewelyn.31 As no
masonry survives at Builth it is not possible
to compare the castles but it does give an
indication of the potential costs to Berenger
of castle building. The last record of Berenger
Le Moyne was in 1280 when he obtained 50
marks of the 200 marks deposited at Ramsey.
He still had income from his lands at Thurn-
ing, Holywell, Needingworth and
Woodhurst32 plus an annual income of 100
marks (£16 13s 4d ) from the Abbey.
  What happened to the castle during the
period from 1276 to 1540 when it was in
the possession of  Ramsey Abbey is far

from clear. The wall paintings and frag-
ment of the 13th century aisled barn may
suggest that the abbey used it as a grange
for part of this time. It is possible that the
castle was leased to a distant member of
the Le Moyne family in 1294 as the then
abbot provided two esquires, William
Moyne of Barnwell and Thomas War-
wick, instead of one knight  to do service
in Gascony.33 In 1520 Edward Montagu
probably leased the Abbots land in Barn-
well St Andrew as he was steward of the
manor and after the dissolution of the abbey
acquired the manor as an entail from Henry
VIII in 1540. In 1602 his son acquired the
freehold.34 Leland writing about 1540
states that the castle was owned by the
Montagus and that within the ruins of the
castle was the mean house of a farmer. By
1550 Sir Edward Montagu was occasional-
ly residing at Barnwell and undoubtedly
had replaced the farm house with more
suitable accommodation. His son, Edward,
1st Baron Montagu of Boughton, who died
in 1644, left  all his furniture etc. at Barn-
well Castle to his wife in his will. The 1662
Hearth Tax assessed Barnwell Castle at 37
hearths which probably relates to a lodge as
well as a mansion within the castle.35 The
grounds surrounding the castle were land-
scaped which included a canal and other
garden and water features. 36 These works
included filling-in the ditch surrounding the
castle.37 Demolition of the castle started in
the ownership of Ralph Montagu who in-
herited in 168338 and had been completed
by 1716 leaving the gatehouse, curtain
walls and corner turrets as a ruin.
  The present castle ruins differ very little
from that shown in the 1729 Buck draw-
ing.  One error that the Buck brothers have
made is in placing the low arch to the left
of the postern in the west wall and not the
right. The first-floor doorway in the south-
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west turret is now not obvious but the
stonework in that location is not well
coursed and may point to the doorway be-
ing filled-in post 1729.
  Most of the curtain walling, turrets and
gatehouse still stand to a height of over  9m
but there has been some making good during
repairs to the tops of walls. Surprisingly
much of what now stands belongs to the first
phase of the castle. The only known alteration
during Ramsey Abbey ownership was the
conversion of the northern guardroom of the
gatehouse into a chapel involving a potential
central screen for which mortices in the cor-
bel vaulting were cut, decorating the vaulting
ribs, lining-out the walls in a red ochre a
blockwork design and cutting an external
narrow recess to the arrow slits to take glaz-
ing. Although it cannot be absolutely proved
it is likely that the adjacent aisled barn was
constructed for Ramsey Abbey as they tend
to be more usually monastic rather than secu-
lar constructions.
  About 1550 what survived of the medieval
structures within the courtyard were demol-
ished, the curtain walls thickened on the inter-
nal face by approx 1.0m, and a new mansion
erected with the courtyard.  Evidence for the
wall widening can be seen in the courtyard
entrances to the NW and NE turrets and the
guard chambers of the gatehouse.  Each of

these doorways are round-headed and com-
prise a short corridor in stonework that abuts
the well-cut faced stonework of the two-cen-
tred arches of the original entrance door-
ways. The original rear arch of the gatehouse
was partially blocked by the new wall and a
narrow doorway inserted which still retains
its wooden doors. Over the next century the
first floors of the turrets were converted into
residential accommodation with the insertion
of stone mullioned casement windows and
fireplaces. Parts of the first floor of the gate-
house were altered but much of the first-floor
stonework is now missing making analysis
very limited. Other traces of the Montagu
mansion survive as a recess in the curtain
wall at ground level between the NW corner
turret and the postern plus a line of ashlar
blocks which appear to follow the a roof line
on the courtyard face of the eastern curtain
wall.
  During the Montagu mansion period the
aisled-barn was partially rebuilt and gardens
laid out which included narrow enclosed
walled gardens abutting the curtain walls on
the north and south sides which projected
beyond the wider west garden.  The projec-
tion on the south side still survives  as a
buttressed retaining wall and the wall leading
up to this feature was noted as a parch mark
in the late 19th century39 and during an ar-

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Buck Bros view of Barnwell, 1729. View from the east
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chaeological watching brief in 1990.40  These
garden works would have necessitated the
filling-in of the castle ditch. Entrance lodges
and a cobbled access up to the gatehouse 41

were constructed to the east of the castle.
  The demolition works that started at the
end of the 17th century removed most of
the Montagu mansion but preserved the
turrets and curtain walls of the medieval
castle. When the vaulting to the main
ground-floor chambers of the turret abut-
ting the gatehouse and the NW and NE
turrets was taken down is uncertain but it
may have been as late as the nineteenth
century as the NW turret had one of the
arrow slit embrasures widened to take a
wide fire grate. This probably indicates that
this turret was used as a workshop and the
vaulting was intact. The south guardroom,
which still retains its vaulting, had some
use in 19th century as the window embra-
sures were blocked to a height of about
2.5m and rendered over.

DESCRIPTION

These later alterations have left sufficient
medieval structure for the plan of the main
defensive circuit of Berenger Le Moyne’s
castle to be recreated with a high degree of
confidence (see plan). What we lack are
details of the castle ditch but the low dis-
charge points of the castle garderobes,
which are now well below ground level  and
the base of the entrance gateway, indicate  a
ditch parallel to the south, west and north
curtain walls. On the eastern side is the
gatehouse which would be assumed to have
a ditch in front of it. This would show that
Barnwell was not designed as a concentric
castle such as Berenger’s Thurning land-
lord, Gilbert de Clare, started erecting at
Caerphilly just a few years later. Barnwell is
about two-thirds the size of Caerphilly’s
inner ward and similarly has the gatehouse,
not a keep, as the strongest structure.

TOWERS and GARDEROBES

The 1.8m (6’0”) wide curtain walls en-
close an area of approximately 1280 sq m
and form an imperfect parallelogram
42.4m long by 30.4m orientated north-
south with two tri-lobed corner turrets to
the north, a circular corner turret to the
south-west  and an eastward facing gate-
house comprising two turrets and a pas-
sage in the south-east. On the south side of
the gatehouse is an attached garderobe
tower of two storeys with ground-floor
access to the courtyard and first-floor ac-
cess to gatehouse. The northern tri-lobed
corner turrets similarly have garderobe
provisions with a short straight flight of
steps leading from the  principal ground
floor chamber to a small rectangular
chamber lit by two slits which contained a
garderobe seat with a shaft beneath lead-
ing to an inclined drain at a lower level that
discharged through an opening into the
putative castle ditch. Leading off from the
steps to this garderobe was a circular stone
stair which accessed a small lobby on the
first floor with the main circular chamber
on one side and a small chamber on the
other side with a curved back and a re-
cessed area for the garderobe seat. Beneath
the seat was a shaft, which ran behind the
rear wall of the garderobe below, and dis-
charged into the drain serving the lower
garderobe. This shaft was vented by a
small window slit in the external wall.
  No garderobe seat structures now survive
but beneath the putative garderobe seat on
the upper floor of the NW turret was no-
ticed a circular recess in the masonry ap-
proximately 100mm diameter filled with
wind-blown earth that might have former-
ly have been constructed to take a pipe.
Could this feature have been part of a
system to flush the shaft with rainwater
from a tank or gutter? The arrangement of

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell Castle. The tri-lobed NW turret
- isometric section showing garderobe
plan / designs and internal outlet chute
now almost buried.
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the garderobes in the turret abutting the gate-
house is not so clear but just above ground
level on the outside is a wide semi-circular
relieving arch of hammer-dressed stones
within which can be seen the apex of a nar-
rower arch just above ground level. A slit
constructed just above the south side of the
large relieving arch must vent a garderobe
shaft from a 1st floor chamber, whilst the
lack of a slit on the opposite side indicates
the location of the ground floor garderobe.
  The curved garderobe projections to house
garderobes are also know at Leybourne Castle,
(Kent) and Llangibby Castle, (Mons).42 Both
of these castles have curved projections off the
right-hand turret of the gatehouse.  Leybourne
was constructed about 1260 by Sir Roger Ley-
bourne, who also was on the King’s side dur-
ing the Baronial wars,43 Llangibby is
considered to be the work of Earl Gilbert II de
Clare between 1307 and 1314.44 The Barnwell
examples follow the same principles but have
more spacious accommodation, are present in
two corner towers and have been expanded to
form a large turret appended to the gatehouse.
It is quite possible that these garderobes were
used until the 17th century and ceased to be
used when the castle ditch was filled in, al-
though there is the possibility that cess pits
were then created to take the effluent. Archae-
ological investigations in 1980 showed that the
garderobe drains of both the NE and NW tur-
rets had only modern sedimentation.45

THE SOUTHWEST TOWER

Although the additional basement floor and
wider walls, of the SW turret  (2.3m rather than
1.8m wide) suggests it functioned as a keep,
the lack of garderobes to the first and second
floors is curious and indicates a different use.
There is no evidence that the circular 4.2m
diameter basement chamber was vaulted. It
was lit by two slits and the stone entrance
doorway had the mouldings on the inner face

enabling it to be locked from the outside rather
than the inside which suggests use as a prison
or lockable store room. A circular stone stair
housed at the junction of the turret and the
curtain wall gave access to the two upper
floors. These floors were radically rebuilt in
the 16th or early 17th centuries creating
square chambers with wide walk-in window
openings cut through the walls, and fireplaces
with four-centred ‘Tudor’ style stone lintels.
This period probably saw the construction of
a small chamber in the west curtain wall  and
may have contained a close stool that opened
into the main first floor chamber. On these
two floors there is no evidence of the 13th
century slit openings that survive in the base-
ment.

THE GATEHOUSE

The strength of the castle obviously lay in the
gatehouse and two northern corner turrets, all
of which could have survived a concerted
attack but did have vulnerability through the
garderobes with their external openings. This
could have been mitigated if they were pro-
vided with stone rather than timber seats.
We have no direct evidence for the bridge
and drawbridge that would have been on the
approach to the gatehouse crossing the ditch.
The absence of slots for chains above the
gatehouse entrance suggests a turning-bridge
defence. In the northern guardroom of the
gatehouse is a well-constructed square hole,
very much like a draw-bar hole, which possi-
bly cut completely though the wall immedi-
ately in-front of  gatehouse entrance arch at a
height of about 0.8m. Was this to secure a
turning-bridge in an upright position?  Imme-
diately behind the gatehouse entrance arch
there are square portcullis grooves in cut
stonework on both sides of the passage indi-
cating the location of a winch mechanism in
a chamber above. The main castle gates were
located half way down the passage about
2.5m from the portcullis.

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell - ABOVE:  Section of the gatehouse passage - looking north. Entrance arch to the
right. The central arch acts as the abutment to two-leaved gates. BELOW: Various features
within the gatehouse.  Centre: One of a number of ‘notch-head corbels’ found in the north
and south guardrooms supporting the ribbed vaulting. Both drawings from Markham, 1912.
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell. LEFT and ABOVE: - gatehouse. Ele-
gant three-order pointed two-centred arch
deeply recessed between the elongated ‘D’-
shaped flanking towers. Arch supported on
clustered piers with a simple Early English
octagonal bell capital. (Inset - the clustered
piers with square section portcullis groove
behind). No meurtrières. (Cf. Rockingham)

BELOW: The west curtain and NW tri-lobed tower showing the north section of the  curtain with
the postern gate and to its right the gap in the wall (Buck) now infilled.
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell Castle - Gatehouse - south ground-floor guardroom chamber - looking east - 1985. The
decorative corbels support the central ribs that divide the two-bay quadripartite vaults.
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

ABOVE: Left - Decorative notched-head corbel in the gatehouse SE guardroom. Right: Similar
notched-heads in Barnwell St. Andrew church (chancel arch).
BELOW: The courtyard interior of the castle, looking east towards the narrowed entranced into the
gate-passage. To the left of this, in the lighter stone, are the awkward late-modified / added stairs to
the upper level of the gatehouse. The smaller round-arched doors either side access guardrooms.
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ARROW LOOPS

This section of the gate-passage lacked any
meurtrières but had slits with two cross-slits
on both sides of the passage immediately
in-front of the archway for the main gates.
Curiously the slit on the south side is tight
against the archway and is ‘U’ shaped
(sometimes referred to as a ‘niche embra-
sure’), such as occur on the Welsh fortresses
of Edward I and not ‘V’ shaped as occurs on
the rest of the castle.  Not all the slits in the
castle are identical, there is variation on their
height, a few have oillets, some have two
cross-slits, some have one and others none.
Those in the principal ground-floor cham-
bers of the gatehouse, northern turrets and
SW corner turret basement have two cross-
slits whilst those on the first-floor principal
chambers have single cross-slits, a few of
which still retain heart-shaped oillets. There
are also variations in the construction of the
embrasures.

   The two principal ground floor chambers
of the NE and NW tri-lobed turrets have
embrasures which are big enough to stand in
and have raking aprons of stone in-front of
the arrow slit. It would be assumed that these
embrasures would be for archers with cross-
bows, If so, then the acute angles of the em-
brasure sides would have severely limited the
width of the bow that could be used but the
sloping apron could have assisted in pulling
back the bowstring by allowing the archer to
place the bow-stirrup on the slope so that he
could pull back at an angle rather than verti-
cally. Alternatively the archer may have used
a short bow. Surprisingly the front arrow-slit
of the gatehouse side chambers are not of the
raking form of embrasure but have high flat
sills with short upstands before the arrow-slit.
This suggests that the archer stood back from
the embrasure or needed a higher elevation to
cover the ditch. Firing downwards may have

been possible with a short bow but very
difficult with a crossbow.
  The positioning of the usable embrasures
for archery shows that they were designed
to produce enfilading fire along the base of
the curtain walls between all the turrets
and to cover the north and east approaches
to the castle. Both the west and south
approaches are virtually unprotected by
embrasure fire. It is on the eastern ap-
proach that most of the fire-power of the
castle is directed. Perhaps it is not surpris-
ing that the Isle of Ely, the stronghold of
John d’Eyville, was only 48km (30 miles)
in that direction. The castle’s postern is on
the west side close to the NW turret and is
covered by embrasures in both that and the
SW turret.
CASTLE OR DEFENDED MANOR HOUSE?

One question often thrown at me is wheth-
er Barnwell is a castle or a defended manor
house. It is very small castle structure and
there is no evidence to show that it had an
additional bailey, some of the slits are not
really functional and the two tri-lobed
towers seem to be built as much for com-
fort as defence with stone-vaulted ceilings
and each floor supplied with garderobes.
These aspects would support the idea that
it was constructed as a defended house.
But if you consider, the strength of the
gatehouse and towers plus the concentra-
tion of fire power to the east, where the
likely threat was to come, plus Berenger
Le Moyne’s part in taking the Ely strong-
hold of the baronial rebels, then it looks
more military. In reality the castle was
probably built as a mixture of both and
might have been designed by a master
mason more used to church architecture
rather than military works. What is appar-
ent is that it was an over ambitious project
by someone of Berenger’s status and in the

Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell. Re-entrant angle on the west side of the tri-lobed NE tower. Latrine light (left). Flank-
ing arrow loop with double cross-slits (right).
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell: TOP: Arrow slit embrasures.
BELOW: The variety of loops and lights seen
throughout the castle. All embrasures are V-
shaped except one - the ‘niched embrasure’ in the
south gatehouse tower overlooking the entrance
passage.
BOTTOM: Left The love-heart / arrow-head basal-
notched loop in the north gatehouse chamber
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Barnwell Castle, Northamptonshire

Barnwell. ABOVE:  - Two  views of the interior arrow-loop embrasures (the lower part of the left
example heavily altered and hollowed out).
BELOW: The gatehouse piers and vaulting looking west toward the 1.37m (4ft 6 inch) inner door.
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long run could not be maintained by the.
income he obtained from his small estate. It is
unfortunate that it is now difficult for the pub-
lic and researchers to gain access to the castle
ruins as it is such a good example of a small
baronial castle of the mid-thirteenth century.
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