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Trematon Castle Gatehouse
Neil Guy & Robert Higham

Fig. 1. Trematon castle -  L-R: 11th or 12th century motte with 12th & 13th century oval shell-keep;
13th century gatehouse; bailey; 19th century villa. Apart from the gap adjacent to the gatehouse, the
bailey curtain wall, approximately 30ft high, is particularly impressive. Aerial view © Paul R. Davis.
General view from the west, 2017. Inset: Plan from Sidney Toy, 1933, 217.
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Trematon Castle
The writers’ joint interest in Trematon castle
and its gatehouse stems from their research
into the group of shell-keeps found in Corn-
wall and Devon, including Totnes, Launces-
ton, and the circular castle at Restormel (fig.
1 & Inset). There is plenty of evidence for
their 12th century origins, but Richard of
Cornwall and his son Edmund developed
their shell-keeps in particular ways in the
mid-to-late 13th century. There is certainly
evidence at Trematon that the shell-keep wall
was heightened by 6-8ft in the late 13th cen-
tury, adding hoarding slots all round.
The motte and shell-keep
The history and characteristics of the motte
and shell-keep are described in ‘Trematon
Castle’, (Higham & Guy, Shell-keeps re-visit-
ed: the bailey on the motte? 2015, revised
2018, 133-135, Catalogue entry, Castle Stud-
ies Group - online publication). The entry in
the catalogue shows an antiquarian image
taken from Francis Grose’s Antiquities of
England and Wales (Vol. VIII opp. p. 46),
1786, (fig. 4) where there is just a slight hint
that there was an imposed internal central
tower (now gone) within the earlier shell. It is
not at all conclusive, and in fact, Buck 1734
(fig. 27) Borlase 1769 (fig 3), and Storer c.
1800 (fig. 26) do not show it. But, if it was the
case, it would be consistent with the well-
established evidence that a low roof was add-
ed in a similar way to Launceston between the
central tower and the earlier shell perimeter.
Thus the Trematon corbels with the sunken
grooves may have been used to carry a timber
rail to support the roof structure (see Higham
& Guy, ‘Launceston Castle’ 2018 ibid.).
 The shell-keep was possibly joined to the
north-east gatehouse side of the bailey by a
stretch of curtain wall which ascended the
motte. This wall has a series of crenellations
and slits in its lower part (figs. 19, 29) and may

have continued to join the battered base of the
shell-keep to which it may have abutted - but
there are no evident scars on the shell-keep
face. On the other hand, there may have been
an outer chemise (now lost) around the shell-
keep - again, similar to Launceston - creating
a narrow motte-top berm, and the curtain
walls may have abutted the chemise rather
than taken directly up to the shell wall.   This
scenario dovetails with evidence at Plymp-
ton castle; Plympton was perhaps rebuilt by
the earl of Devon in the early 14th century.
(See Higham, R. A. et alii 1985: ‘Plympton
Castle, Devon’, Proceedings of the Devon
Archaeological Society, 43, 59-75). There is
later pictorial evidence here of a double
structure. This extends the regional context
and discussion by suggesting that the earl of
Cornwall’s double structure at Launceston
may have been the model for Plympton
(Higham & Guy, 2018, figs. 29, 31-2) and
also Barnstaple (figs. 11, 12), (that is, circu-
lar donjons surrounded by ring-walls).

Fig. 2. Trematon castle - shell-keep: section
and plan viewed from the south (Sidney Toy,
1933).The diagonal hash marks on the sections
of abutted curtain wall indicate a speculative
assumption without archaeological evidence.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 4. Below: Trematon Castle. Copper engraved print from Francis Grose’s ‘Antiquities of England
and Wales’, 1786. Vol. VIII, opp. p. 46. (Sparrow/Hooper). View from the north-east. (Detail). The east
curtain wall adjacent to the gatehouse is clearly defined as having lost its upper parts.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse

Fig. 3. Above: Trematon. Copper engraved print from William Borlase, 1769, ‘Antiquities, historical
and monumental, of the county of Cornwall’ (Oxford), opp. p. 353.  View from the east. After Samuel &
Nathaniel Buck’s view (fig. 27), this is probably the earliest view of Trematon castle known.
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Fig. 5. Trematon castle gatehouse from the south-east. Many of the roof-top crenellations have
been restored. The first-floor arrow loop on the south facade, just above the vegetation, has been
glazed. Above that, to the left: corbelled chimney flue, narrow second-floor light (with internal
window seats) and blocked round-arched access from the same floor to the demolished curtain
wall. This and other photographs, unless otherwise stated, are © the Authors.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 6.1. Above left: Gatehouse from the south. Arrow loop within the vegetation.  6.2. Arrow loop
in the east entrance facade to the right of the portal. 3. Below: Left: Embrasure relating to 6.2.
4. Right: Embrasure to the 6.1. arrow loop.
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The Trematon gatehouse
Of Trematon, Sidney Toy stated that: ‘the
gatehouse, though its windows have been
enlarged, is one of the most beautiful and
untouched examples of its period’. (‘Round
Castles of Cornwall’, 1933 p. 218).  Toy had
considered that the gatehouse was built in the
1250s, perhaps because of the fireplaces
(figs. 5, 7, 23-25). Later studies have tended
to put the date back to the 1270-80 period
after the castle had been sold by the Val-
letorts (or Vautorts) in 1270 to Richard, earl
of Cornwall (earl from 1225). The most re-
cent article by John Goodall (Country Life,
May 27th, 2015 pp. 109-114), was a descrip-
tion of the mix of the medieval elements but
focused mainly on the 1807 classical Regen-
cy villa in the bailey. This paper will describe
the main features of the gatehouse and dis-
cuss the gatehouse in the context of work by
Richard, first earl, or more likely, Edmund,
2nd earl of Cornwall, in the late-13th century.
  The building itself is attached to the east
side of the castle’s large oval bailey, now
standing totally proud of the curtain wall.
Today it is approached from a path from the
south, without any apparent ditch, draw-
bridge or outer defence works (but see below
under ‘Owners - Tucker’, and note the 1734
Samuel & Nathaniel Buck print and other
antiquarian views in the catalogue entry
‘Trematon Castle’, (Higham & Guy, 2018,
133-135, and figs. 3, 4, 26-27). The three-
storey gatehouse is a single rectangular block
made up of coursed rubble granite stone (43ft
(13m) high to the top of the crenellated para-
pet, 34ft (10.4m) wide and 41ft (12.5m) deep
(dimensions taken from Sidney Toy’s mea-
sured survey, 1933). Its external face to the
field – the east elevation - is 8ft (2.44m) thick
and is pierced by a simple central segmental-
headed arched entrance, highlighted and en-
riched by ashlar quoining (figs. 7, 10). The

façade is otherwise unadorned, except that
above the arch are two centrally placed
lights, widened in the late- or post-medi-
eval period and a dressed ground-floor ar-
row loop to the right. Recessed from the
outer arch is an integral chamfered and
pointed inner arch, the thickness of which
extends back to the full length of the façade
wall (fig. 10). Both the solid segmental
outer and pointed recessed portals have
chamfered head arches, but the jambs are
not chamfered, and appear to be construct-
ed with local white-flecked tufa stone.
The gate-passage
The gate-passage floor rising 5ft (1.53m)
from the entrance through to the exit rear-
arch, is some 40ft (12.2m) in length, such
an incline being a standard feature in most
medieval castles. There are two sets of
square-grooved portcullis slots – one in-
side and attached to the rear of the en-
trance arch and one inside the final exit
rear arch – of the same dimensions, the

Fig. 7. Trematon.  Gatehouse from the east.
From Sidney Toy, 1933. The section of curtain
wall shown to the right is now missing and is
an imaginative re-creation by Toy.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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grooves 8 ins, (20 cm) wide. Both groove
mouldings terminate at ceiling height and
contain modern cut-down lengths of wood
acting as faux portcullises. The chases or
slots through the timbered ceiling are no
longer present. There was never a stone
passageway vault, and the joists for the
timber flooring above have been partly
replaced, probably in the second half of the
twentieth century, destroying any evidence
that the portcullis chases may have been
fully functional. However, Toy did clearly
show them on his first-floor plan (fig. 21).
  The gate-passage is divided into two dis-
tinct equal length cells, separated midway
within the passage by a large and elaborate
ashlar-cut gate-arch of reddish ?sandstone
(figs. 8, 9, 13). This pointed middle arch is
distinctive; it is of three chamfered orders,
the jambs of which terminate with bar and
bull-nose chamfer stops resting on a plinth.
The gate-arch has a rebate on its inner side
for a two-leaved wooden door (now miss-
ing), but embedded pintles remain in place
(figs. 13-18). The rear bailey-side arch is
similar to the plain, unmoulded, entry arch,

and there is no evidence it was sealed by a
set of wooden doors inward or outward.
  Built into the lateral wall thicknesses of
the gate-passage are a sequence of mural
chambers or embrasures. On the left side
(the south) on entering, the first cell (A) has
an 11ft (3.35m) wide single rib-vaulted
embrasure that reduces in triangular fash-
ion to accommodate a single arrow loop /
gun port (fig. 9). This consists of fully
circular oillets top and bottom of a 6ft
(1.83m) vertical slit with a larger (19 in.)
diameter central oillet of sufficient size for
a hand-gun and for sighting (figs. 6.1, 6.4).
The second, more westerly chamber (B)
beyond the middle gate-arch is walled off,
with a simple square-headed door at its
west end (figs. 13, 18). There are now no
lights into this room, but there is some
evidence of a blocked light or arrow loop
from the external wall at about the same
level as the arrow loop in the first chamber.
It is a rectangular, and rather featureless
low barrel-vaulted room and it is probable,
because of the large relieving arch, that the
walling and door are later insertions.

Fig. 8. Trematon. Gatehouse section (east-west,
with entrance to the left). Sidney Toy, 1933.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse

Fig. 9. Gate-passage. Plan, with entrance to
the left, embrasures, two-leafed middle gate
and mural chambers. Sidney Toy. 1933.
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Fig. 10. Gatehouse entrance and two-celled passage with the three-order gate-arch dividing the
two cells. Quoins and voussoirs appear to be of Cornish tufa with coursed rubble stone walls.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 11. Above left: The south facade, with the clear scarring for the demolished section of  curtain
wall (c. 1807). Fig. 12. Above right: The north side of the gatehouse with sole arrow loop and other
features, such as the second-floor glazed window, garderobe chute, and gap in the curtain wall..
Fig. 13. Below: The central gate-arch and inner/rear cell with portcullis groove looking west
toward the inner bailey.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 14. Above: Gate-passage looking west toward the bailey. Middle gate-arch and timber joists.
Fig. 15. Below: The south base of the three-order middle gate-arch, showing plinth and bar and
bull-nose chamfer stops.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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 On the right-hand side of the gate-passage
the first mural embrasure has an arrow loop
/ gun port facing south-east (fig. 9-C) –
guarding the entrance (figs. 6.2, 6.3, 9, 16.1-
3). It is of the same type and dimensions as
that described above, but the embrasure is
smaller and elliptical in shape. The second
mural chamber (fig. 9-D), beyond the middle
gate-arch mirrors that on the SW side, with
opposing entrance doors (both chambers are
10ft long by 6ft wide). The exception being
that (i) the wall creating this chamber seems
primary, whereas the opposite chamber
seems to have been created by a secondary
blocking, and (ii) there is a single chamfered
rectangular light facing into the gate-passage
(fig. 17). This chamber may have been the
porter’s lodge, though it seems to be without
fireplace or latrine (though a latrine shaft
runs down the exterior wall on this side). The
door jambs are chamfered, of dressed lime-
stone with a simple pointed arch made from
two sections (fig. 17).

  There is no internal access to any other
rooms or spiral stairs to the upper chambers.
The reason for the lack of loops at ground-
floor level on this north side of the gatehouse
block (i.e. the external north wall) becomes
apparent when looking at the earthen bank
or rampart that supported the stone curtain
that joined the gatehouse on that side (fig.
12). This has been cut away, or has fallen
away at an indeterminate time, (but seem-
ingly post-Borlase, 1769, but not post Grose
- see figs. 3, 4, 27) as the wall is clearly
shown now exposing the lower 10 ft of the
north gatehouse façade. Previously the bank
butted up to both the east curtain and gate-
house, and the latrine chute, located in the
re-entrant angle of the gatehouse and the
stair turret now appears to terminate 10ft
higher than it would normally have done had
there been an earthen bank or rampart in
place. The wall may have been disturbed
and lowered when the latrine chute was in-
serted, but has now fallen away completely.

Fig. 16.1, 16.2. Internal elevation and section of the east arrow loop embrasure  16.3
The same loop on the east  façade - seen on the right, facing the entrance. Toy. 1933.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 17. Above: The porter’s lodge to the rear of the gatehouse, north side with chamfered light.
Fig. 18. Below: Looking east to the middle gate-arch and the entrance. Rear chambers to
immediate left (north) and right (south).

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 19. Above: Rear of the gatehouse, entrance to spiral stair and curtain wall with arrow/gun loops.
Note the gap in the curtain wall, and lowered curtain further left (cf. Buck fig. 27), and fig. 4.
Fig. 20. Below: Detail of gate-passage, blocked entrance to first-floor chamber, and spiral stair.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Chambers above the gate-passage:
First floor:
There are two floors above the gate-pas-
sage. The first floor was originally ac-
cessed independently from the rear (figs.
20, 21, 26)  through a door adjacent and to
the right of the spiral stair turret. This was
originally entered from the curtain wall-
walk. This is a commodious room of gener-
ous size (21ft x 16ft, 6.4m x 4.88m) that
runs on axis with the gate-passage below.
Two square window reveals, opposite each
other east and west, light the chamber. The
east window - toward the field - is flanked
by two rectangular mirror-image mural
chambers north and south, both of which
appear to have been 10ft (3m) in length.
They gave access to arrow loops. That on
the south is now converted to a glazed
window (fig. 6.1) and that on the north (fig.
29) still has the ashlar mouldings for the
arrow / gun loop slit and the three oillets,
repeating the style for the ground-floor
loops. At the opposite end, the original
door, entered from the west (rear of the
gatehouse) has been blocked (post-1800,

probably by Benjamin Tucker - see below)
and the resulting space in the thickness of
the wall made into a deep cupboard. On the
south wall there is a centrally placed fire-
place (fig. 23) (which is similar to, but not
an exact original facsimile of that on the
floor above). The monolithic stone lintel
supports a small slightly projecting hood.
The lintel is supported by rounded shafts
with foliated ‘windblown’ stiff-leaf capi-
tals and moulded bases. The flue is built
into the wall thickness through to the roof.
(see also under ‘Discussion’).
Second floor:
Toy did not publish a plan of the second
floor. This chamber mirrors that below
except that it is slightly wider and there are
no mural chambers, but there are windows
on all four sides. This level also once had
direct access on both sides to the wall-
walks of the curtain wall. These doors are
now blocked and the immediate curtain
walling abutting on both sides has been
demolished. In the case of the south side,
it was removed in the early 19th century to
open up the vista from the new villa to-

Fig. 21. Left: Sidney’s Toy’s first-floor plan. (1933), with fireplace to the south (top). It shows the
blocked rear entrance and later access to the spiral stair, which the authors consider to be a later
break through modification. Fig 22. Right: Toy’s drawing of the second-floor fireplace.
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Fig. 23. Above: First-floor chamber and dry-lined whitewashed walls/fireplace in the south wall.
Fig. 24. Below: Second-floor chamber from the west with fireplace, and corbels to support the
original roof structure, the latter replaced, probably, in to 20th century. The sill / window seats have
been cut away to floor level and a wooden trap door created within the embrasure (by Tucker?),
probably to allow bulky items to be hauled up to the second floor avoiding the spiral stair.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 25. Detail of the second-floor fireplace. Mouldings are possibly re-used and might go back to
an earlier period than the suggested date (1270s-80s) of the gatehouse. The fire-back wall is flat,
whereas that on the first floor is rounded. The monolithic lintel and poorly-fitting hood is moulded
completely differently to that on the first floor (cf. fig. 23) and the capitals are without any proper
abaci / or they have been cut into the lintel to enable a better fit.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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ward the Lyner and Tamar rivers. The north-
side curtain wall-walk access has given way
to the insertion of a latrine chute in the NW
corner that is entered via the staircase lobby.
The chambers have been modernised at var-
ious times, to a degree, with electricity, new
doors, floors, glazed windows and a new
twin-gabled roof (the latter prior to the 1948
aerial view, Hussey, 428), but not now pro-
jecting above the crenellations /original roof
line. The fireplace, as already mentioned, a
poorly-fitting copy of the first-floor fire-
place, has a separate flue corbelled out from
the exterior south wall-face, suggesting that
the upper fireplace may have been inserted
later than the one below, and that the chim-
ney-pieces might also have been brought
from elsewhere (figs. 22, 24-25).
Discussion: The changing functions of
the residential chambers
The first- and second-floor chambers were
likely to have originally been separate units
for leisure / accommodation, rather than two
linked parts of a domestic suite. This is
strongly suggested by the access routes to
each. From the lower wall-walk of the curtain
that ascends the motte on the north-west side
of the gatehouse, a doorway entered a spiral
staircase at the rear corner of the gatehouse.
This well-built cut-slab clockwise stair, with
lights facing the bailey, originally by-passed
the first-floor chamber, continued to a door
into the second-floor chamber and then up to
a (new/post-med rebuilt) cap-house on the
roof and its parapet. In the late- or probably
post-medieval period it appears that the stair-
case was also joined to the first-floor chamber
by knocking through a landing from the stairs
into this chamber, thus creating a more inte-
grated domestic space out of the chambers on
the two levels. The knock-through was rough
and left ragged, perhaps indicating a more
modern, 19th century intervention. On the
south side of this second-floor chamber, an-

other door (now blocked but clearly visible)
gave access to the high-level wall-walk of
the curtain wall which was demolished c.
1810 to create views from the new early-
19th-century villa in the bailey.
  In contrast, the first-floor chamber was
originally accessed only from its own door
(this was later blocked, perhaps when ac-
cess from the spiral stair was knocked
through, but is still visible in the masonry)
at the rear (west) side of the gatehouse. The
Storer/ Prout view (fig. 26) clearly shows
the north section of the east curtain wall
still in place (although much lower) and
that the rear chamber door was in use up to
about 1800, reached by a straight flight of
stairs to the platform which also served the
spiral stair in the nearby corner (although
Prout also seems to suggest that the door to
the spiral stair was blocked at the time).
  The amenities of the two chambers reveal
their original relative status. The upper
chamber was originally connected - by
stairs and doorways - to the curtain wall on
both sides of the gatehouse. The passage
of men (perhaps the garrison) through this
chamber was thus originally anticipated.
The fireplace now in the south side of this
room may not have been an original fea-
ture, and the ornate chimney-piece may
have been inserted later. This is suggested
by its having a flue built in an externally-
projecting section of masonry, necessary
to avoid the flue which already rose (in the
wall-thickness) from the equally fine fire-
place in the first-floor chamber below.
 The first-floor chamber, by comparison,
had a fireplace from the start and was not a
through-way connected to the defences.
However it currently has no evidence for a
latrine or direct access to the latrine chute
on the west. This room was of a more
private nature: perhaps the residence of the
constable or gatekeeper, who would have

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Fig. 26. Above: Trematon gatehouse from the bailey (NW). James Storer, ‘The Antiquarian and
Topographical Cabinet’, Vol III, 1818, London, Plate 75 (1/3) (Samuel Prout, 1783-1852, artist).
(Probably drawn at least 10-12 years earlier before Tucker got to work in 1807).
The view indicates: 1) That the stairs with the baluster rail/wall to the first-floor entrance were more
elegant and further to the south (right) than the current steps. 2). That they led directly, on axis, to the
first-floor main entrance which was not blocked when this view was drawn. 3) There were additional
domestic buildings affecting the roofscape, including one with a large square chimney stack on the
east side. 4) An attached lean-to building on the west side of the gatehouse. 5) The remaining walls
of a building beyond the lean-to that may have been the chapel (cf. fig. 27 below). The down pipe with
rainwater hopper clearly shows the drainage floor level of the roof.
Fig. 27. Below: Trematon castle. Samuel & Nathaniel Buck, 1734. (Detail). View from the west.
Gatehouse on the north-east side, & postern gate on the west. At least one free-standing building
is depicted in the bailey - the chapel (now lost) - near the gatehouse. The earliest view that is known.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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had control of the portcullises. The second
-floor chamber was perhaps originally a com-
munal sleeping and eating space for a group
of guards? It was lit, on both sides and at front
and rear, by sizeable windows set in deep
embrasures (altered in the post-medieval peri-
od in some cases by cutting out the masonry,
to floor-level, below the embrasures - by
Tucker?). The lower room, in contrast, had
windows at front and back, but none at the
sides: here, the wall-thickness contained
chambers giving access to arrow-loops. Ac-
cess to these, like the portcullis mechanisms,
paradoxically, must have impinged upon the
relatively private character of the room.
The fireplaces
The fireplace capitals at Trematon are an ex-
ample of a variation of stiff-leaf carving,
sometimes known as ‘windblown’, i.e. the
foliage curls to one side. The ‘windblown’
style is dated to as early as the mid-1220s, for
example, in Lincoln Cathedral nave, and in
the Chapter House in Exeter (1225-40) (Cher-
ry & Pevsner 2002, 386). The stiff-leaf capi-
tals at Trematon do not precisely match the
‘windblown’ style of Exeter so if the gate-
house is the work of Richard, earl of Cornwall
(or more likely his son Edmund) when he
purchased Trematon in about 1270, the dating
might fit, although still very late. A similar,
but more intricate fireplace is illustrated in
Turner & Parker 1853, (Vol 1. 83-85) (fig.
28), known as the ‘Checker fireplace’, in a
building within the Abingdon Abbey (Ox-
fordshire) complex. The fireplace is dated by
the Abingdon Archaeological Society to the
1260s. (http://abingdon.gov.uk/history/buildings/
checker-abingdon-abbey). Whilst its volutes are
not ‘windblown’, its style, with a tall hood, and
decorated pedestals, is typical of the period.
See also this Journal, p. xxx, fig. 53. All other
aspects of the gatehouse, such as the bar and
bull-nose chamfer-stops seem to suggest a
late 13th century date. So, if the fireplaces are

earlier, they could have been re-sited from
other buildings no longer surviving. The
other unknown, that also has a bearing on
the credentials of the fireplaces, is how soon
the upper fireplace was inserted after the
first-floor chamber fireplace; also the awk-
wardness of the short chimney piece hoods
which seem out of place for this period, and
the oddities of the ill-fitting mouldings on
the second floor. Whatever their source,
however, they are interesting and rare exam-
ples of their genre for the mid-to-late 13th
century, or possibly earlier.
The arrow loops and oillets
Dating arrow loops is notoriously difficult.
Toy illustrated a typical Trematon loop
dating this to 1250 (1953 p. 154). Further
research on arrow loops has favoured a
slightly later date for the fully-circular
oillets, when just two - top and bottom -
are present, which did not become the con-

Trematon Castle Gatehouse

Fig. 28. The ‘Checker fireplace’, Abingdon
Abbey, c. 1260. From Turner & Parker, 1853.
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vention until the 1260s-1270s (e.g. White
Castle, Outer Bailey). The later oillets in this
period usually follow the Goodrich, late
Caerphilly (North Dam) 1290-1300 exam-
ples, (when those in the inner bailey were
probably retrofitted at the same time), Carreg
Cennen, (1300-1310), Berkeley (1330s),
Wells Bishop’s Palace (1330s), style; that is:
mirror-image cruciform slits terminating in
fully circular (or ¾ round) symmetrical oillets
all round (i.e. x 4), whilst becoming more
exaggerated. Occasionally the top, left, right
oillets are plain, not enlarged, or  in the form
of fishtails, but the lower oillet is usually cir-
cular or stirrup-like, with the flat straight side
of the stirrup shape at the bottom.
  One of the earliest buildings in the south of
England to use the sole lower fully-circular
oillet is Old Soar Manor, (Kent) c. 1290.
Caldicot (Monmouthshire) has a number of
good examples of loops with the single lower
oillet, and these are probably mid-13th centu-
ry. However, Trematon (top and bottom oil-
lets - in the gatehouse) also includes an
enlarged central oillet, primarily as a gun
loop. The difficulty in dating arrow is loops
because the style/function can often be
changed without disturbing the surrounding
stonework, or horizontal slits can be intro-
duced by seamlessly fettling out the mortar
joints. It seems that the single lower oillet
(e.g. as at Caldicot) was later enhanced by
adding a similar oillet at the top, basically for
aesthetic reasons, followed again in the early
fourteenth century by a quartet of symmetri-
cal oillets. It is therefore possible that the
Trematon gatehouse loops started life in the
mid-late 13th century as top/basal oillets on-
ly, later enhanced by a central gun loop in the
1380s, or later. (The single oillet loop found
in the shell-keep curtain wall walk was not
updated and is c. 1270-80s - a cross-slit with
a fishtail oillet at the base, similar to to those
found, for example at Harlech).

Richard, earl of Cornwall (1209-1272),
Edmund 2nd earl of Cornwall (1250-
1300) and similarities with Restormel

Richard of Cornwall was also the part
builder/instigator of Restormel castle near
Lostwithiel. Trematon and Restormel were
continued by his son, earl Edmund (1250-
1300) who is likely to have remodelled both
the pre-existing single-celled square gate-
tower at Restormel and have rebuilt the larg-
er gatehouse at Trematon (Creighton 2015).
Late square / rectangular gatehouses were the
norm in Cornwall; (also seen at Okehamp-
ton, and the outer gate at Totnes (lost) was
probably a square tower with an entrance
beside it). The gate-tower at Restormel could
have been three storeys high, as at Trematon.
  The gate-arches at both bear some similar-
ity in style, materials and size. At
Restormel, the three-arched orders of the
inner gate-arch, (the ‘orders’ in fact, oddly,
facing the bailey) (see Castle Studies Group
website / Research / ‘Shell Keeps Revisited
/ – shell keeps catalogue – Restormel (fig.
12, p. 182) are nearly identical to the signif-
icantly embellished middle gate at Trema-
ton. At Trematon the middle gate-arch of
three orders, facing outward to the visitor, is
in constant gloom, without any direct light,
and its features cannot readily or ever be
appreciated. At Restormel this problem was
resolved by having the magnificence of the
gate-arch face the inner bailey (toward the
east) where much direct sunlight sparkles
the white Pentewan stone.
 An outer-gate portcullis is recorded at
Restormel in the 17th century (Richard
Carew, Richard Carew’s Survey of Cornwall,
1602, (Redruth, 2000 p. 165), but there is no
trace today. The Restormel gatehouse leads
past the porter’s lodge (sited just outside the
bailey-facing arch to the left), an unheated
room, as is the porter’s lodge at Trematon.

Trematon Castle Gatehouse
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Trematon Castle Gatehouse

Fig. 29. Trematon gatehouse from the northwest. From L-R: First-floor arrow loop. Glazed window
on the second floor; inserted latrine chute; joint-scarring in the curtain wall abutment to the
gatehouse with new/post-med rebuilt cap-house above; gap in the curtain wall and missing rampart.
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Some other owners from the 14th century
When he was created Duke of Cornwall in
1337, (aged 7) Trematon castle became one
of the Black Prince’s (1330-1376) many
properties at which he may have later spent
some leisure time. The Prince, eldest son of
Edward III, never appears to have based him-
self at the castle, although he probably visited
it occasionally while he was staying at Plym-
pton and Plymouth for several weeks in the
summers of 1355 and 1363, preparing for
expeditions to Aquitaine and Gascony.1

  One reason for the Prince’s assumed visits
was to enjoy the hunting, as there was a deer
park adjacent to the castle, established in 1282.
In 1337 it contained 42 deer (TNA E120/1, Hull
1971). On the wall over the chimney-piece on
the first floor is a slate plaque added to the
room in 1947. The inscription reads:

Ad majorem dei gloriam et in piam memori-
am edwardi principis nigri qui hac in aede
pernoctavit mense aprili MCCCLXIII hanc
tabulam posuit hujus castelli regis gratia in-
quilinus Claudius Russell, MCMXLVII
‘For the greater glory of God and in loving
memory of Edward (the Black Prince) who
spent the month of April 1363 here. This
plaque has been set up in this castle by the
Grace of God, by this visitor Claud Russell,
1947’.

Sir Claud Russell was the second son of
Lord Arthur Russell. He joined the Diplo-
matic Service in 1897 and served in British
embassies or legations in many countries
around the world. After retirement he rented
Trematon Castle from 1939-59 and died
there on his 88th birthday in 1959. But Rus-
sell was not alone in altering the internal fea-
tures of the gatehouse. In 1386 Richard II had
the castle repaired and garrisoned when there
was a threat of invasion during the war with
France, perhaps the time when the gun-loops
were inserted. In 1806 Benjamin Tucker, sec-

retary to the Admiral earl of St. Vincent and
later to become Surveyor-General to the
Duchy of Cornwall, took a 90-year lease of
the property from the Duchy and set about
its transformation. He cleared away any
ruins that remained within the bailey,
knocked down a length of bailey wall and
breached the bailey bank in order to make a
new vehicular access to the front of the
villa. He also demolished another length of
bailey wall to provide a view of the estuaries
from the villa (Higher Lodge).
  In 1808 Tucker commenced a nine-bed-
roomed villa in the bailey using some of the
stone from the demolished walls. More of
the stone went into new boundary hedge-
banks enclosing the grounds, and no doubt
some was used as hard-core for the drive-
ways laid out along the lines of former
defensive ditches. Tucker built two lodges
and constructed a remarkable length of
drive that zig-zagged up the hill from the
lower lodge (now gone) at Forder. He land-
scaped the grounds, laid out gardens and in
them built mock ruins into which he incor-
porated several carved stone doorways de-
rived from the clearance work in the bailey.
He built an orangery, glass-houses, stables
and other outbuildings, and he created a
huge walled garden on the northern hill-
slope. Benjamin Tucker was a very wealthy
man. He filled his new house with all sorts
of treasures. He also refurbished the gate-
house in which he established a museum of
natural and ethnological curiosities. His col-
lections included a 2,500 years old Egyptian
mummy and its two coffins.
 The Duchy next leased the castle to Brig-
adier-General Thomas Porter, who held it
from 1897 until his death in 1938.  Follow-
ing Russell’s tenure (see above), Lord
Caradon (formerly Sir Hugh Foot), Brit-
ain's representative at the United Nations
in New York (1963-82) later  took over the
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lease. Mr. Douglas Grant (1961-63) spent
considerable amounts of money on restoring
the castle when Queen Elizabeth II visited
there in 1962.  Trematon Castle, which con-
tinues to be part of the Duchy of Cornwall’s
estate, always repays a visit. In the words of
John Betjeman, it has “one of the superb
views of Cornwall, a Brunel stone viaduct
crossing a foreground creek, the Lynher and
Tamar estuaries beyond, and the wooded
slopes of Anthony. Trematon Castle is all the
more romantic for being still a private resi-
dence and un-archaeologised.” (Betjeman’s
Cornwall, 1984). Not only does it have a
stunning garden laid out and developed by
leaseholders Julian and Isobel Bannerman,
but it remains a significant castle developed
by the earls of Cornwall that lies undisturbed
and virtually unexplored. The gardens (and
the castle) are open from May to September.
(Thurs, Fri, Sat 11-00 - 4.30) (bannermandesigns.com).

Neil Guy & Robert Higham
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Note
1 John Cammidge’s Black Prince, 1943, states the
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