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Liscarroll castle
Location: Townland of Liscarroll, Ir. Lios
Cearúill (Cearúill’s or Carroll’s ringfort or en-
closure), Co. Cork.
Description: Liscarroll castle stands on a lime-
stone outcrop overlooking flat rolling country-
side to the north, with Liscarroll village
immediately to the south. A 62m by 50m quad-
rangular ward is enclosed by curtain walls rising
to 7m with a circular flanking tower at each
corner, a central gate tower in the south wall, a
rectangular tower projecting from the north wall
and a smaller rectangular projection towards the
north end of the west wall. All except the SE
corner tower stand to their full height and are
built of rubble limestone with a pronounced low

base batter. Recent repairs are evident through-
out the castle. A fosse, 8.6m wide and 2.1m
deep with an external bank 0.65m high, outside
the north curtain wall and extending 30m south
along the west wall probably represents a level-
ling of high ground on these sides to prepare the
site for the castle. lt is not evident on the east
side where the land slopes to the east.
Towers: The surviving corner towers are iden-
tical in style, each three storeys high, entered
at ground- and first-floor levels from within
the castle ward. A spiral stair inside the first-
floor door gives access to the upper levels and
wall-walks. Tall narrow arrow loops, 1.85m by
0.08m, on the first- and second-floor levels are

Liscarroll Castle. Entrance from the south. James N. Healy. 1986, ‘The Castles of Co. Cork’, p. 348
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Above: Liscarroll castle from the S, drawn on stone by J. D. Harding from a sketch by Robert
O’Callaghan Newenham, 1830 (with the SE tower possibly still intact though it could be a degree
of artistic artifice ).
Below: Liscarroll from the east. Both images highlight the extraordinary length of the keepless
castle (at 203 ft length x 164 ft width approx).
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The late-13th century Liscarroll gatehouse (with later additions), projecting some 6.56ft beyond the
curtain and 28ft (8.5m) to the rear. Two leaved gates to the front and rear and a midway portcullis.
(Inset: the square profile of the portcullis groove). High barrel-vaulted passage 34ft long and 9.2ft wide.
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set in wide embrasures spanned by plank-cen-
tred segmental vaults. External corbels near the
top of the SW tower suggest a projecting para-
pet or machicoulis. Internal ground-floor diam-
eters vary from 3m in the SW tower to 3.75 in
the NW tower. What little survives of the SE
flanking tower is now partially obscured by
dumped rubble (and OPW hoarding), but ac-
cording to Harold Leask this contained a well.
  The rectangular tower projecting from external
face of N curtain wall, measuring 3.4m north-
south by 8.3m east-west, contains a 1.3m by
2.2m shaft extending from ground level to wall-
walk level. The section of tower above this level
seems to be later addition. The wide breach in
the interior wall at ground level makes it uncer-
tain if there was originally access to the shaft
from within the ward. The function of the shaft
is uncertain. Possibly it was for ‘...hoisting mu-

nitions to the wall-walk level..’ (ac-
cording to Leask) or ‘...a large
latrine...’ (according to Tom Mc-
Neill 1997, 139), though it has no
exit chute. There is access to the
shaft from the floor of a chamber at
wall-walk level, measuring 4.85m
by 2.9m and roofed by a barrel
vault (entirely re-pointed in recent
times). Access to this chamber is via
a lintelled door from the wall-walk on
the west side. A narrow door on the
east side has been extensively rebuilt.
External stairs on the west side lead
to the upper level of the tower. A
single chamber measuring 4.7m by
3.2m at this level is unroofed, its
walls having collapsed down to about
0.8m high but retaining traces of em-
brasures in the north and south walls.
There is a ruined rectangular pro-
jection 4m wide and projecting
0.9m from the external face of the
west curtain wall towards its north
end. Its outer and inner walls are
badly collapsed. A chamber at the
first-floor level of the nearby NW
corner tower is inaccessible now.
Roofed by a segmental vault with

plank centring and with a lintelled slit window
in the west wall, it may have been a garderobe.
Broken projecting masonry and modern infill-
ing at the south end of the same wall may be
the remains of similar structure.
Gate Tower: The gate tower is a long rectan-
gular structure projecting 2m from the external
face of the curtain wall and 8.5m into the ward.
A stair tower at the NE corner, projecting from
the east face of the gate tower, is entered from
within the ward. The entrance passage is 10.4m
long by 2.8m wide. lt is roofed by high barrel-
vault with plank centring, with slightly higher
segmental vaults at either end, over the gates.
On each side of the apex of the main vault is a
row of four rectangular shafts measuring
0.25m by 0.2m running obliquely up through
the vault. The purpose of the shafts is unclear
but Leask noted two and called them ‘murdering
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Liscarroll plan and (inset) gatehouse sections.(Long sec-
tion looking east and short section looking south).



84THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL NO 29: 2015-16THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL NO 32: 2018-19

holes’. The position of the outer gate is marked
by damaged vertical recesses 0.4m wide on each
side of the passage, 1.56m in from the south face.
Vertical recesses 0.2m wide on each side of the
passage, 6.75m in from the south face, with an
east-west slot in the vault overhead, mark the
position of a portcullis. At 8.55m from the south
face, the passage walls are set back to create a
rebate for an inner gate. To the north of the latter,
the original passage has been narrowed by later
infill with a lintelled door 0.95m wide on the east
side, a lintelled slit window to the west and a
wider lintelled window above the door.
  The ground-floor door from the ward into the
adjoining stair tower leads to a spiral stair giv-
ing access to a first-floor chamber over the
entrance passage, measuring 9m by 3.9m. The
south end of the chamber, 3.4m north-south, is
roofed by a barrel vault with wicker centring,
above which is a small second-floor chamber.
Both the first and second floors are late-medie-
val additions. The first-floor chamber is entered
from the stairs tower via a door at the north end
of the east wall. The northern end of the cham-
ber is now unroofed but flashing for a gabled

roof is visible on the north face of the turret. A
round-arched window embrasure in the east
wall has a double-ogee-headed light, its cen-
tral mullion missing. An arched window em-
brasure in the south wall has an identical light,
with mullion, sill and lower jambs missing. A
window embrasure in the north wall has a
single ogee-headed light. Mural stairs lead
from the east side of the latter embrasure to a
small chamber at the top of the stair tower, its
upper levels having collapsed. A blocked
opening in the north wall suggests a possible
machicolation guarding the entrance to the
stair tower. The chamber may also have led
onto the wall-walk.
  A rebuilt door at the north end of the west
wall of the first-floor chamber must have led
to a structure, now missing, within the ward.
Doors at the south ends of east and west walls
lead to the wall-walks on the south curtain
wall. A door on the west side is set in a lin-
telled embrasure from the north side of which
a spiral stair accesses pointed-arch doors giv-
ing access to a garderobe chamber (1.5m x
1.5m) to the south at mezzanine level, a second-
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In 1637 the structure came into the hands of Sir Philip Perceval as part of a grant from King
Charles I. By 1641 Perceval had carried out extensive fortifying work, including building a ravelin
and garrisoning the castle.  The drawing is derived from details documented in Smith’s History of
Cork, 1774,  - using the paper of the Earl of Egmont referring to the star-like fortification.
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floor chamber to the east and the wall-walk over
the north part of the first-floor chamber. The
stairs continue up to the wall-walk over the sec-
ond-floor chamber. The latter has a fireplace
spanning the SE corner with a pyramidal hood
tapering back into the corner at ceiling level.
Window embrasures in the east and south walls
have single round-headed lights. A mural stair
leads from the west side of the latter embrasure
to a lintelled chamber above measuring 2m by
1.5m. Leask noted two sandstone heads on the
south elevation of the gate tower at first-floor
level on either side of window. The west one is
now eroded flush with the wall and is not iden-
tifiable as a head. The east one is badly eroded
but appears to be an animal head.
Summary History: Liscarroll Castle was built by
the Barrys, and dated by Leask to the late 13th
century, with subsequent 16th-century additions.

Acquired by Sir Philip Perceval in 1625 and held
until recent times by his descendants, the castle
was the site of several 17th-century battles, nota-
bly the Battle of Liscarroll in 1642.
References: T. McNeill, 1997, Castles in Ire-
land: Feudal Power in a Gaelic World, Lon-
don and New York: Routledge, p. 139.
T. O’Keeffe, 2013, ‘Liscarroll Castle: a Note
on its Context, Function and Chronology’ in E.
Cotter (ed), Buttevant: a Medieval Anglo-
French Town in Ireland, Rathcormac: Eamonn
Cotter, pp. 51-66.
Leask, H.,1937, Liscarroll Castle, Co. Cork, ,
Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeo-
logical Society, Ser. 2, Vol. XLII, pp. 92-95
D. Sweetman, 1999, The Medieval Castles of
Ireland, Collins Press, Cork / Duchas - The
heritage Service, pp. 111-113
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View of Liscarroll Castle, published in 1764, published as part of coat of arms of the Perceval
family, Earls of Egmont. (source: National Library of Ireland). Detail drawn from documentary
record, not from remaining onsite detail or eyewitness account.  National Library of Ireland.
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Above: The Gatehouse, as it may have appeared in the late 13th century. (From onsite
signage by Duchas - The Heritage Service). The gatetower was increased in height (accord-
ing to the Duchas display panel) in the late 15th century by an extra storey, to provide more
domestic accommodation. Leask had suggested the 16th century for heightening.
Below: Inserted window in the original gatehouse facade over the entrance.
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 Liscarroll. The west curtain from the north. The layering and build pattern, all round, is similar
to Kilbolane and may suggest a similar build date.
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1. The west curtain, NW tower, and postern. 2. North curtain and mid-curtain rectangular tower.
3. The west side of the NE tower. 4. The N side of the NE tower.
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Above: The vaulted entrance passage in the middle of the south curtain. In the 15th century the
tower appears to have been raised and used as a towerhouse, with both front & rear entrances
blocked. There are a number of ‘murder holes’ along the vault, with a mid-length portcullis slot.
Below: A view of the, now empty, rectangular courtyard from the gatehouse. There appears to have
been a timber-framed accommodation block across the full width of the north range.
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