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The Harlech castle garden and privileged spaces of elite
accommodation

Neil Guy
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Fig. 1. Harlech Castle. From the south-east. From ‘Ancient Castles of England and Wales’,
Vol. II, by W. Woolnoth and E. W. Brayley, 1824.

Abstract
Harlech castle, built between 1284-1292, is
one of the great Edwardian strongholds of
North Wales. Located on a mighty rock above
Tremadog Bay, and overlooked by the peaks of
Snowdonia, Harlech is the most majestically
sited of the four new castles which Edward I
built from the 1280s to surround Gwynedd. Its
dramatic and enhanced photogenic setting is
matched only by its equally dramatic history.
  However, this short paper considers a more
tranquil and domestic aspect of Harlech’s past:
its gatehouse accommodation linked to the high-
status south-east tower, sometimes called the
Mortimer, Garden, and Queen Margaret’s Tow-
er and why the ‘Garden tower’ was so described
(in a survey of 1343). It is hoped it will be a
contribution to further studies that are in prepa-
ration as part of a wider research agenda on
Edwardian castles in general. Such a research
agenda was outlined by Robert Liddiard in Wil-
liams and Kenyon (eds), 2010, 193–197. In that
publication, the creation of small enclosed castle
gardens was alluded to at Conwy, Rhuddlan,
and Caernarfon, recorded by original documen-
tary sources and often at the behest of Edward’s
wife, Queen Eleanor of Castile (d. 1290).

  Additionally the paper considers the access and
circulation arrangements to and within the south-
east tower and restricted access from the south-
east wall-walk to the gatehouse upper chambers,
often noted as being the suite of rooms most likely
to have been occupied by the king and other digni-
taries when visiting. In the discussion architectur-
al and orientational criteria is considered that
indicates the provision of elite gendered space that
could be used to test other possible similar castle
sites for gardens and exclusive private areas. It is
recognised that these spaces may not have been
developed until the early fourteenth century when
military threats had declined considerably.
  The paper also assesses the earlier detailed
Harlech castle descriptions by Harold Hughes
(1913), Charles Peers (1923) and Arnold Taylor
(1980 onwards). The Hughes article is essential as
this is the only published work to date that offers
an instructive floor plan at each level of each
tower. Peers is also important as this uniquely
publishes the gatehouse plan at every level. Arnold
Taylor’s own annotated copy of Peer’s paper and
plans is reproduced here, complete with his own
marked-up gatehouse room labels in preparation
for his first Harlech guidebook (1980).

The Harlech Castle Garden
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Fig. 2. John Speed’s (1552 - 1629) map of the castle and town of Harlech,  from 1610:  John Speed’s
Map of Wales. View from the south. The south-east tower and the suggested garden along the ditch
/terrace of the Outer Ward is ringed. The pond of the stream flowing north past the castle’s east
entrance (still in place in the 1930s) is likely to have been a mill pond for utilitarian use by the town,
but may have had a deliberate planned aesthetic and symbolic dimension in its location. (See fig. 3.)

The ‘turris ultra gardinum’
The 1343 survey by William de Emeldon (8 Au-
gust 17 Edward III) (TNA E163/4/42) describes
the south-east tower as needing some repair work:
Item in reparacione et emendacione cujusdam
turris ultra gardinum in carpentario viij marcas
et dimidium et in plumbo pro coopertura ejus-
dem turris xx. (Also in the restoration and im-
provement of the tower above the garden, for
carpentry, eight and a half marks [£5. 13s. 4d] and
in the lead for roofing the tower [£1.] xx).
  In 1923, Peers mentions that: ‘The castle ditch
cut in the rock on the east and south of the Castle,
was made in 1285…Somewhere at its south-east
corner there was, as early as 1343 a garden in the
most sheltered and sunny place which could be
found, and it is interesting to note that the
‘Prince’s Garden at Caernarfon was in a precise-
ly similar place. There are signs that a stream

once flowed down this arm of the ditch’ (Peers
1923, 73, 82 and see NOTE (1) at the end of the
paper). Whilst Peers confines the area to within
the ditch, a section of the south ‘Middle Ward’ is
not impossible. However the 1343 Survey is the
only record currently available. In Peers’ corre-
sponding ‘Carnarvon Castle’ guidebook (1930,
35) this point is repeated: ‘The Queen’s Gate…is
called in 1343 the gate towards the Prince’s
Garden’.[The Black Prince?] NOTE (2). This ap-
pears to indicate a location somewhere near the
Queen’s Gate and Black Tower on the south-east
side of the Upper Ward. Other documented Ed-
wardian royal castle gardens include: Rhuddlan
(1284-5) for Queen Eleanor (Colvin, 1986, and
HKW Vol. 1, 324); at Conwy, Queen Eleanor
had a herber - a pleasure garden - laid out, prob-
ably, in the east barbican. (Ashbee 2007, 15).
See also Landsberg 1996, 128-9; Harvey 1990,
84; Whittle 1992, 8-10; Creighton 2002, 73-88.

The Harlech Castle Garden
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ABOVE: Fig. 3. Harlech castle from the east. A Francis Frith photograph c. 1889. The mill pond is
impounded virtually opposite the entrance to the castle, basking in its own reflection. From the
Francis Frith Collection, ref: 85641. The mill pond possibly existed until the mid 1970s. See NOTE (1).
The site of the watermill lying ‘below the castle’ is now occupied by a children’s playground.
BELOW: Fig. 4. The magnificent east frontage at Harlech. Recent investment by Cadw and the Welsh
Government has seen £6 million spent on improving visitor facilities and access, as the floating
walk-way illustrates. The south-east angle (Garden) tower (left) of the gatehouse, with windows
overlooking the Outer Ward terrace to the south, the suggested site of the garden (see figs. 3-7, 32, 33).

The Harlech Castle Garden
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ABOVE: Fig. 5. Ministry of Works plan of Harlech, 1914. The SE tower is labelled Queen Marga-
ret’s Tower, after Margaret of Anjou, wife of Henry VI, who resided here for some time after 1460.
In fact Queen Margaret fled to the castle when it was held by her Lancastrian supporters, under
the command of Dafydd ap Ieuan, against the Yorkist Edward IV. The fact that the tower is labelled
as such may suggest some truth in the history of her stay and choice of accommodation, and is
indicative of the suitability of this tower to house a queen and her household companions.
BELOW: Fig. 6. Another view of the east front and the mill pond, possibly taken in the late 1920s.
(See also Charles Oman, ‘Castles’, opp.  p. 217). Inset - Stokesay castle from the west. (NOTE 1).

The Harlech Castle Garden
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Fig. 7. Harlech Castle ground plan (from Peers 1923). For Outer Ward, today read ‘Castle Rock’;
‘Middle Ward’ now read ‘Outer Ward’; for Styngwerne Hall read Ystumgwern Hall; and for Moat,
read ‘Ditch’. (Changes made by Taylor, 1980). Solid sections are original or first build. Hatched
areas represent additions from 1287. The suggested garden area is marked by a dot-dash rectangle.

The Harlech Castle plan - 1923
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Fig. 8. The south-facing Outer Ward (formerly
Middle). Looking  towards the SE garden tower.
The internal latrine chute was once carefully
and discreetly boxed in at the base.

Fig. 9. The SE tower with its good-sized win-
dows, partly overlooking the berm, on the first
& second floors, facing SW. Note holes remain-
ing that held the iron grille in place.

Criteria for a castle garden location:
Ideally, a castle garden, the classic ‘hortus con-
clusus’ or herber, (herbarium) would be sited
near to an elite residential tower having a suite of
rooms, with secure, protected and convenient
views and access, reserved for high-status wom-
en, though arguably a fashionable private garden
was an equally desirable asset, status symbol and
amenity for kings and magnates. (3) The general
criteria for a ‘Lady Tower’ allied to a nearby
garden might include some of the following:
� A private, enclosed space with limited and
controlled access. This could be an open-air
space within the courtyard, either to a garden in
very restricted space or a small section of wall-
walk or a tower-top not overlooked.
� Access to that space arguably via ‘lordly’
space - access controlled by a senior male figure -
although a queen may have had her own entrance.
� The usual arrangement to provide this was a
hall - solar - tower sequence of increasing priva-
cy. That is, a ‘public’ hall giving access to a
private lordly great chamber which has sole (or
near sole) access to female space. There is a
tendency for a SE or SW tower to be circular but
this is by no means an exclusive practice.

� Access to a private chapel and /or a private
oratory (effectively an east-facing window).
Provision of well-lit, south-facing window
seat(s) for reading, conversation, needlework
etc, and private garderobes.
� Heating and a reasonably convenient water
supply sufficient to allow bathing. This need not
have been a well, as gutter and butt rainwater
systems may have been a common feature.
� Provision for ladies-in-waiting. Given the
practice of servants sleeping in the same room
as lords and ladies that provision is likely to be
invisible in the architecture. Likewise provision
for nursery space, although aristocratic society
did not seem to have felt the need to have their
children close by, (again this is unlikely to be
visible in the architecture).
� Either direct access to a (usually south-fac-
ing) garden or park or if no direct access, to a
view of these features. (Access via the lordly
space and even the public castle spaces might
actually have been more usual in practice).

� In less constrained spaces than most castle
sites a semi-private hall where ladies were able to
receive supplicants and fulfil the role of mediator.

The Harlech Castle Garden - criteria
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Fig. 10. To the left is the ‘Weathercock’ south-west angle tower looking out to sea. To the right, the
south-east ‘Garden’ tower. The south curtain wall is about 40ft high and the Outer (Middle) Ward terrace
between them is built out to create the concentric defences. At the far west end, the corbelled-out short
latrine chute was extended down to ground level. Francis Frith photograph c 1850s. © V & A, Museum
no: E.208: 1619-1994, Prints & Drawings Study Room, level H, case X, shelf 77, box A.

The Gatehouse and its relationship to the
south-east tower and the garden
With the criteria for elite spaces in mind we
now look at the conception of the Harlech
gatehouse in the centre of the east façade. This
is a magnificent construction that dominates
the whole castle sitting astride the thickened
east curtain wall.
The two upper floors comprise grand suites of
apartments, the first floor probably for the con-
stable and the second floor for visiting dignitar-
ies such as the Justiciar, Sheriff and no doubt
occasionally including the king. (4) It was Ar-
nold Taylor who first highlighted the need to
readjust the designations of the chambers on
each floor. (5)  His plans, 1980, (based on the
floor plans published in Peers, 1923) first re-
labelled the two rooms to the west as ‘Cham-
ber’ and ‘Great Chamber’, and those to the
east, within each of the tower’s front ‘D’ sec-
tions, as large, mirrored, ‘Bedchambers’ (fig.
11). All rooms, on both floors, are generous in
size and are heated with large and elegant
hooded fireplaces. Over the gate-passage be-
tween the ‘bedchambers’ are the chapels (the
lower one vaulted) accessible on both floors.
Thus each floor is a self-contained chamber

suite within what might be called a giant cham-
ber block. Garderobes are readily accessible
either to the north, corbelled out off the wall-
walk, or to the south – more discreetly posi-
tioned within the widened curtain wall, where a
mural passage leads to two adjacent garderobes.
Ashbee discusses the access and circulation
arrangements into the two upper chambers of
the gatehouse, and highlights the awkwardness
or difficulty of a regal entrance up to the second
floor (Ashbee, 2010, 80-81). Initially the only
route may have been through one of the two
circular stair-turrets, (accessed through the pre-
ferred south interior ground-floor waiting room,
hall, or perhaps manorial office) with stair
winders about 48 ins. (1.22m) wide (about the
same as Goodrich but not as wide as Caerphilly
- 1.4m). The first-floor door in the west, court-
yard side of the ‘hall’ or great chamber, of the
constable’s chamber suite, accessed by a wide
stately stair from the courtyard may also be
primary and be another entry option. However,
it is to the south part of the east curtain wall-
walk leading from the upper floor of the gate-
house to the south-east tower that we need to
give more attention to in appreciating the archi-
tecture of controlled circulation and restricted
access as a requirement for a Lady’s Tower.

The Harlech Castle Garden - the gatehouse
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‘CHAPEL’ had been
added by Peers.

Waiting
Room, hall
or Manorial
Office

Porter’s lodge

Arrow
loop

Arrow
loop

Fig. 11. Gatehouse floor plans from Peers, 1923 (facing p. 79), with hand-written annotations
added by Taylor in 1978 as seen on fig. 12. The additional ground-floor labels are by the author.

The Harlech Castle Garden - the gatehouse
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Fig. 12. Harlech Castle. Peer’s 1923 gatehouse plans showing the second-floor and wall-
walk/rooftop access. It would seem logical for the more private ‘king’s’ bedchamber to be on the east,
tower side, off the smaller north Chamber rather than off the Great Chamber. A. J. Taylor sent this
copy of the plans to HMSO to include the labels he had added to the first-floor plan. The second floor
plan was never published, and labels at this level have been added by the author, although they
replicate the first floor. Perhaps the HMSO editor thought they were too similar to warrant including.

The thickened curtain
wall-walk leads to the
south-east (garden)
tower along the allure
that has a generous
width and a substantial
parados.

The north section of the east cur-
tain leads to the north-east ‘Pris-
on Tower’. The garderobe sits on
and forward of the wall-walk,
although it was totally enclosed
and only accessed from within
the gatehouse chambers.

Steps down from wall-walk
Great Chamber Chamber

Bedchamber Bedchamber

The Harlech Castle Garden - the gatehouse
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Fig. 13. Harlech. The eastern curtain wall-walk (south section). Looking at the gatehouse upper
chambers from the south-east tower. Directly at the end of the significantly wide wall-walk is the
slanting slate roof covering the garderobe below, approached from the interior of the great chamber.
To its left are stairs that lead down into the great chamber (as per Taylor). To its left again is the large
south-facing (original height) segmental linteled window, the top section of which retains some tracery.

The South-East Tower
The widened wall-walk (fig. 13) leads from the
gatehouse to the south-east tower at the angle.
This has an interior barred entrance at wall-walk
level and leads down through short straight inter-
nal stairs to two well-appointed chambers, un-
doubtedly a suite. In both chambers, good-sized
(originally iron-grilled) windows look out to the
south (over the suggested garden) and to the east.
None look into the courtyard. Floor plans by
Hughes detail each floor (fig. 14). Crucially,
these chambers were self-contained and private,
but linked as a suite without any need to enter or
access any public stairways or passageways - in
fact there are none in this tower apart from a short
flight from the courtyard to the exterior steps as
described below. The thickening of the east and
south curtains in this area had facilitated the addi-
tion of an external straight stair that allowed the
garrison direct, yet very steep access to the wall-

walk’s south curtain. Hence the east curtain wall-
walk between the south-east tower and the gate-
house top-floor access could have been secured
and designated private elite space. In extremis,
garrison access could have been made available
via the wall-walk from the south curtain by cir-
cumnavigating around the south-east tower.
Within the suite of these two stacked chambers in
the south-east tower there were latrines, sluices
and large elegant fireplaces. (6) The vaulted win-
dow embrasures all had window seats with good
light. Private wall-walk space allowed guests to
‘take the air’ and the oratories in the gatehouse at
both levels allowed for private devotions. Such a
south-facing suite with private access to the gate-
house’s great chambers and solars was ideally
situated as guest accommodation for wives and
ladies in waiting, dignitaries, the Justiciar and/or
his staff, the chamberlain of north Wales, or the
Sheriff of Merioneth.

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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The garderobe shaft
(GR) is embedded into
the wall thickness of
the tower,  and unlike
the usual James of St
George garderobe
chutes, as seen in the
NE and later NW &
SW towers.

Second Floor / wall-walk

The tower has a se-
quence of straight and
curving stairs allow-
ing greater privacy for
inter-chamber access,
easier climbs with
good light and off-
stair garderobes. In
that respect it is simi-
lar to the NE

 First floor

 First floor

- Courtyard level

It was not uncommon
for Edwardian castles
to be built with circu-
lar basements sur-
mounted by round or
polygonal chambers
(e.g. Conwy). In this
case irregular septa-
gons on the first and
second floors.

Courtyard level

Fig. 14. The floor plans of the South-
East Tower, from Hughes, ‘Archaeo-
logia Cambrensis’, 1913, 297. Hugh-
es calls this the ‘Mortimer’ Tower,
from the 1564 Survey and seems una-
ware of its 1343 name.

basement

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Figs. 15-18: ABOVE: 15. Passage to the south garderobe off the gatehouse upper floor to a floor
level under the east curtain wall-walk. Right: 16: The SE angle tower from the gatehouse.
BELOW: 17: Entrance to the SE tower off the wall-walk, closed by a door with an internal drawbar.  Right:
18. The south curtain wall-walk toward the SW tower with the steep (and only) set of access stairs from
the courtyard. Stairs were added when the wall was thickened thus allowing total privacy in the SE tower.

15 16

17 18

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Figs. 19-22. ABOVE: 19: Courtyard entrance to the SE tower in the gorge wall. Thickened south wall to the
right. 20: Stairs from inside the entrance to the first floor. On the left half way the stair splits off to the left.
BELOW: 21: First-floor window-seat facing south, partly overlooking the garden. The unusual round-
headed embrasures are repeated in the NE ‘Prison’ Tower (a later designation). 22: Window seat looking
south-west over the Outer Ward garden terrace. The embrasure conceals the staircase to the second floor.

19 20

21 22

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Figs. 23-26. Top left: 23: The first-floor fireplace in the north-west angle, missing its hood.
Right: 24: The deep circular basement that only had trap-door access.
BELOW: Left:25: Mural stairs from the first to the second floor. The gate on the left leads to a garder-
obe.  26: Looking down from the second floor to the first-floor window embrasure shown in fig. 21.

24

25 26

23

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Figs. 27-33. 27: Second floor: The segmental-headed embrasure facing south-west over the garden.
It also conceals the mural staircase to the wall-walk. 28:The  modest fireplace in the upper chamber.
BELOW: Left: 29: The convex shouldered-arch door way from the lower floor. Right: 30: The
staircase from the upper floor leading to the rampart walk passes a small shaft in a shallow recess
which may have acted as a urinal or sluice for emptying chamber pots.

27 28

29 30

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Fig. 31. The SE quadrant of the courtyard, with entrance to the SE tower. The only access to the
wall-walk  for the garrison are the external stairs (on the right) that lead to the south rampart. The steep
angled slope on the left may have been intended for stairs, but it appears to have been left incomplete.

The south-east (Mortimer or Garden) tower and
the north-east (Debtor’s) tower are considerably
different to those on the west side, which were
built two or three years later (known as the Bron-
wen Tower (SW) and the Armourer’s Tower
(NW) in the 1564 survey). These west towers,
those toward the sea, are distinguished by their
spiral stairs which rise high into turrets above the
tower tops. As Hughes noted (1913, 296):
   ‘It is not always clear why differences occur

in the design of certain features. The Debt-
or’s and Mortimer Towers  appear evidently
to have been constructed at one time and
designed together. They vary, however,
considerably in detail. It would seem that
from the first it was intended to construct a
stair in connection with the Mortimer tower
communicating directly with the ramparts.
In all other cases the ramparts can only be

reached by passing through certain rooms.
To this, I think, we owe any difference there
may be in design of the two eastern towers’.

This significant difference is illustrated above
(fig. 31). Access to the wall-walk is deliberately
contrived to avoid any ascent through the cham-
bers within the south-east tower. In fact when the
courtyard was full of curtain-wall attached or
lean-to buildings it would not have been clear at
all how one could get onto the wall-walk. First the
whole SE quadrant was walled off (fig. 3). There
are three routes: 1) through the gatehouse by
entering the gate-passage side entrances - impos-
sible as the gatehouse could keep out those seek-
ing entry within the courtyard; 2) through the the
north-east ‘Debtors’ Tower, after negotiating
three locked and draw-barred doors; 3) through
the south-east tower after fighting through three or
four locked and draw-barred doors.

The Harlech Castle Garden  - the south-east tower
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Fig. 32. The ditch along the south side of the Outer
Ward that drops down to the sea, overlooked by the
Garden Tower. The site, along with the Middle
Ward berm above the ditch of the suggested garden.

Fig. 33. The SE Garden Tower (or Mortimer
Tower) at the angle with the ditch of the east
façade (right) and the south curtain (left), both
protected by an array of arrow loops.

The south garden façade and the SE Tower
The castle garden (figs. 32-34) was probably
partly in the ditch and the Outer (Middle) Ward
terrace which was protected by a wall to the west
with a barred postern gate and to the south - the
fighting platform bristling with fish-tail arrow
loops. Once the dangers of war had past, this
area, perhaps planted as an arbour by the custo-
dian in the late 1280s, the widowed Agnes Bon-
villars, was further cultivated. (7) The short
garderobe chute to the right of the south-west
tower, was deliberately and discreetly length-
ened in full, no doubt in an effort to eliminate the
noisome sight and smells of effluent blowing
across the garden on a westerly sea breeze (fig.
34). Possibly the half-round Middle Ward wine-
glass garderobe - a well-known feature of a
James of St George castle in Savoy - was con-
verted into a gazebo for reading, contemplation,
ease and rest, and the stream flowing north past
the castle entrance (figs. 2, 3) may have been
partially diverted into the ‘moat’ (or ditch) that
drops down steeply to the west to create a calm-
ing water feature (Peers 1923, 73), (fig. 32).

Conclusion
Criteria have been considered above for support-
ing the view that this part of the castle was an
elite, restricted area, possibly with gendered
space. Therefore the following points can be
made, bearing in mind that secluded space ex-
pected for an elite woman would also equally be
the sort of private space useable for any high-
status guest. The south-east Garden Tower, wall-
walk area and immediate SE courtyard segment
was or had:
●   Private, enclosed space with limited and
controlled access, regulated via ‘lordly’ space.
i.e. access could be controlled by a senior male
figure or others under his command.
●      Broadly fitted the traditional arrangement to
provide this choreographed approach - the hall/
solar / tower sequence of increasing privacy (8).
●     The south-east tower had access not only to
private chapels within the gatehouse, but also a
simple private oratory in the tower was a possi-
bility utilising an easterly-facing window on the
second floor (fig. 33).

The Harlech Castle Garden
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Fig. 34. Harlech.  The south façade where the concentric Outer Ward overlooked by the 40ft (12.2
m) high Inner Ward. The original short garderobe chute of the SW tower (marked G), later
extended to the ground. The half-round, ‘wineglass’ garderobe turret, reduced in height, is half
way along the outer-ward curtain. This seems to find its origins in Savoy and brought to Wales by one
of James of St. George’s masons (for example, at Bâtiaz castle, near Martigny).

● Provision of well-lit south-facing window
seat(s) for reading, conversation, needlework etc.
Partial garden views and private garderobes.
● Provision for ladies-in-waiting, children or
staff accommodation through the convenience
of privately interconnected chambers.
● Access to open-air space within or above
the courtyard, either to a garden or walled-off
restricted space or a small section of wall-walk
on a tower-top or curtain not overlooked. The
kind of space for exercise that the later long
gallery would provide elsewhere.
● The walled-off south-east quadrant of the
courtyard extended the restricted private space
providing semi-private access to the appropriated
timber-framed Welsh Ystumgwern Hall (erected
in the 1320s), facilitating, perhaps, a resident lady
to hold court in her potential role as mediator.

  The gatehouse and south-east tower, with re-
stricted communication with the upper-floor of
the gatehouse were privileged spaces of elite
accommodation. Sadly, the north-east tower,
perhaps once for officers of the garrison, de-
clined to become the ‘Prisontour’ by 1321 and
the ‘Debtor’s Tower’ by 1564. On the other
hand, the south-east tower was in the most fa-
vourable secure location – the ‘Turris Ultra
Gardinum’ below its lofty walls. It has been
noted that sheltered southerly corners, with easy
access to a residential tower, formed a pattern as
the prime location for this fashionable leisure
facility. Research work is currently looking at
other possible castle gardens and planned aes-
thetic landscapes developed in the Edwardian
and immediate post-Edwardian period, for ex-
ample  at: Goodrich, Haverfordwest, Kidwelly,
Pembroke, Manorbier, Ruthin and Denbigh.

The Harlech Castle Garden
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Notes
(1) Fig. 3 shows the mill pond in 1889. Other

photographs include views into the 1930s.
The same location is clearly marked on the
Speed map of 1610. Water is flowing into it
through a sluice under the path on the left. It
may well have been part of a designed land-
scape defining the approach to the castle. It is
unclear if the approach road up to the moat
and drawbridge divided the mill pond by a
causeway angled in line and on axis with the
barbican gateway, or whether the approach
skirted round the pond or mere. The building
ensemble of Harlech’s east front, whose im-
pressive height was artfully mirrored in the
waters of the artificial pond, does suggest a
contrived designed landscape approach. By
the time manorial accounts begin (an early
one found is 1304-05 (TNA SC6/1170/3),
there are references to the ‘mill below the
castle’ (molendinum subtus castrum). A very
similar arrangement is seen at Caernarfon
(Speed’s map 1610). A contemporary analogy
could also be made to Stokesay, with its man-
made lake to the west, creating by damming a
tributary of the Onny river, giving the appear-
ance of water defences. However, it appears to
be deliberately sited to be seen en route from
Shrewsbury, and viewed from the apartments
in the recently constructed south tower (late
1280s). See Gill Chitty, ‘The Tradition of
Historical Consciousness - The Case of Stoke-
say Castle’ in, Managing Historic Sites and
Buildings, 1999, Gill Chitty & David Baker
(eds), (London, Routledge), pp. 85-97.

(2) The reference may be to Edward of Wood-
stock (1330-1376), the Black Prince, eldest
son of King Edward III. Modern develop-
ment around the castle exterior makes the
precise location is difficult to pinpoint. But
see HKW Vol. 1, 380, fig. 39, and  381, n.3.

(3) This discussion is dealing with a garden (her-
ber) in the immediate environs at Harlech that
may have been put in place from the late
1280s or, more likely, in the early fourteenth
century. By the 1340s interest and activity
seems to have been lost. (For early castle
gardens see Landsberg, 1996, 11-48, Creigh-

ton, 2002, 74-5 and Colvin, 1986, 9-20). Ear-
ly gardens of this type are associated with
Henry II (Woodstock, Arundel), Henry III
(Windsor),  King John and Henry III (Odi-
ham). Royal expenditure on castle gardens is
recorded at Gloucester, Nottingham and Win-
chester (HKW, 1963). More recent work has
been done at Shotwick (RCHME, 1996. Shot-
wick Castle, Cheshire. Archaeological Sur-
vey Report (Report);  C. Taylor, 2000,
‘Medieval Ornamental Landscapes’ Land-
scapes Vol. 1 pp. 38-55 (reprinted in Robert
Liddiard, (ed), 2016, Late Medieval Castles
(Boydell Press) pp. 375-392). For recent
work at Dolbadarn see (Smith, Spencer
Gavin, 2014, ‘Dolbadarn Castle, Caernarfon-
shire: A Thirteenth-Century Royal Land-
scape’, Archaeology in Wales Vol 53 p.
63-72); for Whittington castle, Shropshire:
see: (http://www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk/
history / the-medieval-garden.shtml). This re-
fers to a survey by Peter Brown of Peter
Brown Associates. See Shropshire HER
Source 77: SSA29119 - Archaeological field-
work report: Brown P. 2015. Whittington
Castle,  [ phase 5 report]. Peter Brown Ass.

      The general criteria formulated in this paper
for elite-status/gendered accommodation
close to putative castle gardens comes from a
collective detailed analysis of where known
gardens existed in their physical relationship
and proximity to high-status towers or cham-
ber blocks. It includes an early examination of
other potential garden locations. These in-
clude Pembroke, Denbigh, Ruthin, Goodrich,
Haverfordwest and Kidwelly, most, if not all,
relating to the early part of the fourteenth
century. This limited research has been or is
being done by Neil Ludlow, the late Philip
Davis and the author, and the outcomes will
shortly be forthcoming.

(4)  Prior to Arnold Taylor’s analysis (1980), the
three main modern surveyors had been G. T.
Clark, 1875; Harold Hughes, 1913, and C. R.
Peers, 1923. In the Hughes plan (p. 291, fig.
3) he labels the rooms within the gatehouse,
on the first floor as follows: NW: ‘Porter’s
Lodge’, NE: blank; SE: ‘Hall’, Central East:
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oratory; South & SE: ‘Chamber’. This seems
to be based, in general, on the 1564 Survey.
Rooms labels are not covered for the second
floor. On the ground floor the two North
chambers  are always referred to as the ‘Por-
ter’s Lodge’.

(5)  After considerable research Taylor rela-
belled the rooms. Subsequent research by
Jeremy Ashbee (see below) generally con-
firms their applicability. Ashbee notes that:

  a: The gatehouse served as the ‘chamber block’
of the castle, containing the most prestigious
accommodation on the site. The principal
reason for drawing this conclusion is that no
other location for high-quality chambers can
be found in the castle.

   b: The two upper floors of the gatehouse repre-
sent two separate self-contained apartments
rather than one apartment spread over two
floors. The great similarity in plan of the two
floors favours this interpretation. The princi-
pal evidence for two apartments is in the inter-
pretation of the central rooms on both floors
as chapels, both clearly identifiable on the
evidence of piscinae on their southern sides.

  c:  The gatehouse contained a chamber for the
constable. This assumption was made by
Arnold Taylor on the basis of an entry in the
1286 particulars of account and is certainly
plausible (NA, E101/485/26 m1). Most other
accommodation in the castle consisted of
small rooms in the corner towers, for which
analysis of access arrangements makes an
interpretation as the constable’s lodging im-
probable. However it should be noted that
this account falls in the middle of the gate-
house’s construction. Taylor thought that the
entry denoted hurried works in January 1286
to prepare the first-floor apartment to house
the incoming Sir John de Bonvillars and his
wife, certainly before the upper parts of the
gatehouse were finished. If Taylor was right,
and the constable was housed on the first
floor of the gatehouse, it does not necessarily
follow that this was intended to be his perma-
nent accommodation when the building was
eventually finished.

   d: The two rooms in the rear range were
described as ‘outer’ and ‘inner’, implying a
principal route of circulation through them.
This comes from a clause in the fragmentary
account of 1289, a payment of Robert of
Frankby and Reginald of Turvey for a win-
dow ‘in the inner chamber on the western
side on the upper floor over the great gate’
(in camera interiori versus occidentem in
stagio superiori ultra magnam portam).
(TNA E101/501/25 no. 63, see History of
the King’s Works, vol 1, p. 36). ‘Inner
chamber’ presumes the existence of an ‘out-
er chamber.’ Taylor is almost certainly right
to interpret stagio superiori as ‘top floor’,
although literally this could mean any floor
other than the ground level. As a guess, the
‘inner chamber’ should be understood as the
smaller room to the north, and the ‘outer
chamber’ the large rectangular room la-
belled in the guidebook as ‘great chamber’:
this interpretation is based on nothing so
much as an instinct that medieval domestic
spaces tended to be approached in a se-
quence from larger to smaller. This could be
an important element of the interpretation:
that the south spiral stair potentially served
as the main access into the apartments and
that its northern equivalent, entered through
the porter’s lodge, was a more private ‘serv-
ice’ stair.

     e: it is entirely possible that the gatehouse, as
the largest and most imposing residential
suite in the castle, was designed to serve both
king and queen, each occupying one of the
two upper floors (Mike Yates, pers. comm.)
Such provision of two royal apartments is
documented at several other castles in north
Wales, including Rhuddlan (king’s and
queen’s apartments are mentioned by name in
1283) (TNA, E101 351/9 m4 etc); Conwy
(king’s and queen’s chambers are both men-
tioned in the Pipe Roll of 1284-85) (TNA,
E372/131 rot 26); and Aberystwyth (king’s
and queen’s chambers are both mentioned in
a survey of 1321 (British Library Additional
Roll 7198, m1d).  It is worth noting that a
good circumstantial case can be made for
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locating the king’s and queen’s chambers at
Aberystwyth side-by-side within the gate-
house there, (a building with close architec-
tural affinities to Harlech.) (See R. F. Walker,
‘Two Fourteenth-Century Surveys of Aber-
ystwyth Castle’, Ceredigion, vol 12 no 3
(1995), pp. 3-22, especially 15; D M Browne,
‘Builth Castle and Aberystwyth Castle’ in D.
M. Williams and J. R. Kenyon (eds) The
Impact of the Edwardian Castles in Wales
(Oxford, Oxbow, 2010), pp. 59-71). The cru-
cial information is a clause in a defects survey
of 1343: ‘two turrets to either side of the
king’s and queen’s chambers, with a stair
there, will cost at least £6 in lead to re-roof.’
(TNA E163/4/42).

   No such documentary references to king’s
and queen’s chambers have so far been
found for Harlech. This absence of referenc-
es is a little surprising but is not conclusive
evidence that such designations were never
applied at Harlech. Most commentators
have assumed that the gatehouse was prima-
rily designed for the constable, though Tay-
lor, Cathcart King and Kenyon raise the
possibility that royal visits were anticipated
from the outset. The inclusion of Harlech
(and nearby Criccieth) in a list of castles to
be repaired in 1332 ‘as the king understands
that they are ruinous and not fit for him to
dwell in, should he go there’ proves that the
royal administrators did not entirely dis-
count the possibility that the site might
serve as a residence (Calendar of the Close
Rolls, 1330-33 (London, 1898), p. 491).
(J. Ashbee, Harlech Castle Gatehouse - The
historic function of the building, unpub-
lished assessment, October, 2009).

(6)  All the SW garderobes / sluices share the
same outfall here. The SW tower has an inter-
nal chute within the thickness of the tower
wall. Other angle towers have an (eventually)
boxed-in channel in the re-entrant angles of
the towers and the curtain. The outfall had to
be regularly dug out from the arched openings
but the SW tower seems to have been dis-
creetly enclosed. Gavin Spencer Smith has
commented on the Harlech garderobes in

connection with the collection of the waste
material for garden fertilisation. See:
https://www.academia.edu/9837121/Rills_and_
Romance_Gardens_at_the_Castles_of_Edward_
I_in_Wales  (Accessed date 11/04/2017).

(7) James of St. George took over as constable
from Agnes Bonvillars in 1290, and remained
here for three years. There is some uncertainty
as to whether he was ever joined by his wife
Ambrosia. The castle was then delivered into
the custody of Robert de Staunton. In any event
Edward I visited Harlech a total of four times:
As a building site in August 1283, May 1284
and October 1284, and only once as a complete
castle, when he passed through Merioneth in the
spring of 1295. Queen Eleanor had died in
1290, and there is no record  or certainty of her
ever visiting Harlech with the king.

(8) This domestic sequenced and hierarchical
approach to areas of privacy is well docu-
mented by, for example, P. A. Faulkner, ‘Cas-
tle Planning in the Fourteenth Century’, The
Archaeological Journal Vol. 120 pp. 215-35,
(reprinted in Liddiard, Robert (ed), 2016, Late
Medieval Castles (Boydell Press) pp. 79-100),
Mathieu, J. R., 1999, ‘New Methods on Old
Castles’ Medieval Archaeology Vol. 43 p.
115-42  and Graham Fairclough, ‘Meaningful
Constructions: Spatial and Functional Analy-
sis of Medieval Buildings’ in Antiquity, 1992.
Early examples (not tightly integrated physi-
cally – i.e. there may be a gallery or wall-walk
to negotiate between rooms) include Pem-
broke, Caerphilly, Goodrich, Kidwelly, and
the Edwardian castles; later more integrated
and unified courtyard examples include Bol-
ton and Bodiam.
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