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Clifford Castle as it may have appeared by the late 13th century (according to the legend on the card).
View from the east. The reconstruction drawing was possibly commissioned by owner Mrs Betty
Parkinson before she sold up in 2002. Painting by Brian Byron. All that remains of the Outer Bailey is
the stump of the twin-towered gatehouse, which some suggest may have been of 14th century origin.

Clifford Castle
Many years ago any visitor to Clifford Castle
needed to seek permission to view from the then
owner, the kindly, avuncular, Mrs Betty Parkinson. She used to hand out a typed A4 sheet
giving a ‘potted history’ of the castle and its
owning families. After 40 years as a family
home the late Mrs Parkinson sold her house and
the 2 acres of grounds in 2002. This writer kept
her ‘potted history’ from visits made in the
early 1970s, and is reproduced below in full.
‘Clifford is at the river crossing on the Wye.
The castle was fortified by William Fitz-Osborne soon after the Norman Conquest and
formed part of his chain of defences along the
Wye and the Welsh Borders. Clifford castle is
first mentioned as such in Domesday Book. At
the time it was in the possession of Ralph de
Todeni from whom it passed to his daughter
Margaret as dowry and so to Richard Fitz-Pons.
Their granddaughter was the famous Rosamund,

a favourite of Henry II who gave rise to many
legends about her beauty and the Queen’s jealousy. Walter won with Miles, earl of Hereford,
on the side of Maud and Prince Henry against
Stephen. Prince Henry probably met Rosamund
of Clifford here in his 1155 campaign. Miles
son Roger had turned against Henry and seems
to have begun to build a new town and castle at
Hay as part of his planned rebellion. He obtained reconciliation in 1155, but Hay remained
the main urban centre , and prevented any commercial growth at Clifford, although that continued for another century to be head of an
important barony.
Clifford Castle was not a typical ‘Motte &
Bailey’. The steep spur overlooking the Wye
was scarped to provide space for a ‘shell keep’
and ‘hall’, separated from a deep ditch from a
large Outer Bailey (almost 2 acres) which may
have accommodated 16 burgesses as well as
the farm stock and stores for the castle.

THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL THE
NO 29:
2015-16
CASTLE
STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL NO 30: 2016-17
57

CSG Annual Conference - Hereford - April 2016 - Clifford Castle

Clifford Castle. From C. J. Robinson, (A History of the Castles of Herefordshire and their Lords),
1869. After p. 24. View from the south. L-R: Rosamund’s Tower, Hall, Gatehouse.
From the Cliffords and the Giffards, (who made
off with a rich heiress and widow), the castle
passed to Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln (1299)
and from him to the Mortimers of Wigmore and
gave shelter to Richard II and his uncle, John of
Gaunt in l38l. Sir Robert Whitney, knight, was
granted the castle of Clifford and the Lordships
of Clifford and Glasbury by Henry IV in 1404
on account of services of his father, Sheriff of
Herefordshire.
The castle was destroyed by Owen Glyndŵr in.
1402. Immortalised by Tennyson in ‘A Dream of
Fair Women’, [1833] where he tells the story of
Jane Clifford, the Fair Rosamund, mistress of
Henry II. It then passed into obscurity and decay
after peace was established along the border.
Simon Fitz-Walter, son of Richard Fitz-Pons
founded the Priory of Cluniac monks. They and
their descendents assumed the name Clifford.
The Castle remains
The long barbican was excavated by Air Commodore Douglas Iron during 1951-1954. It is
situated half way across the bailey, perhaps
showing a contraction of the area? Most of the
stonework at the castle is c. 1250 or later. The
Hall (36 ft x 17ft 9") is two storeys. The West

(Rosamund) Tower is the best preserved of the
mural towers and has a plinth similar to that of
the Hall. From the S.E. angle a passage in the
curtain wall leads to a garderobe, and three
drains [chutes] can be seen on the outside wall.
The castle chapel, the chancel of which was
standing in 1657, was situated in the east side
of the Outer Ward, not far from a spot now
occupied by a cottage which shows signs of
having been built from materials obtained
from the old ruin. The borough existed in
1086, with l6 burgesses, in the plan to colonise
the border with the Normans. The new town of
Hay seems to have prevented any commercial
growth and expansion at Clifford, and it is
difficult to see any evidence of successful
borough growth in spite of the castle’s importance as a barons. Any settlement would seem
to have been to the north of the Castle’.
With the Compliments of:
Mrs. Charles. G .Parkinson,
Clifford Castle, Herefordshire,
[The dating of the castle has since been subject to a
variety of interpretations, but the current consensus for
the cluster of the motte-topped ‘D-shaped’ towers
appears to be the early 13th century - say 1220s ] .
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'Clifford', in An Inventory of the Historical Monuments in Herefordshire, Volume 1, South west
(London, 1931), pp. 38-42 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/heref/vol1/pp38-42 [accessed
24 January 2016]. Architectural features about the gatehouse and the cluster of ‘D-shaped’ towers
around the enclosure would usually indicate a date circa 1210-1230. In fact the portcullis / gate /
gate passage with its mirrored side niches design is identical to Montgomery Castle.
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ABOVE: Clifford Castle. Rosamund’s Tower (the West Tower) on the motte top. Joined to this on

the right (north) is the rectangular hall (a first floor hall with undercroft divided into two rooms).
Rosamund’s Tower appears to be a high status solar tower. View from the east. © The Trustees of
the British Museum. Museum number 1890,0927.8 Recto, ‘Wall of a ruined castle with cattle
grazing at left, landscape with figure sitting above river beyond at right’; 1820. Later reprint
Aquatint and etching printed in blue and brown. Reproduced with thanks.
BELOW: A similar view today. L-R Chas Hollwey, Jeremy Knight and Ben Murtagh. Image

courtesy of Peter Burton..
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Clifford Castle. The long straight exterior wall of the great hall, facing north and overlooking the River
Wye. The hall measures 40ft x 20ft (12.2 x 6.1m). (Clark 1884, p. 394), above two dark storerooms in
the basement. Above the batter is a roll-moulded string-course similar to that on the outer side of the
west (Rosamund’s) Tower. There are traces of a stepped plinth. The hall had three large riverside
windows. Unfortunately Clark does not provide a plan. Lower courses may suggest the footings of
earlier hall on a similar footprint (see Remfry, 1994, pp. 28-34). Image taken from point B on the plan.
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TOP LEFT: Clifford Castle. The gatehouse port-

cullis groove (south side - left on the plan).
RIGHT: The incomplete RCHME plan of
1931(detail). Behind the square portcullis
groove there is an indented and rebated space
prior to the inner gate arch - a most unusual design.
BELOW: The design and the dimensions are almost exactly the same as that seen at Montgomery Castle
(groove and plan below). It suggests a similar building period c. 1220-25. In addition, the gate-passage
also includes mirror image niches to each side as does Montgomery. (The Montgomery niches were
subsequently altered). (See CSG Journal 29, p. 172 & Table 4, p. 161). The Montgomery portcullis
grooves were 6” w x 5 ½ inches deep. Both follow the HAV»V (Herse - Assommoir - Vantaux / Vantaux
configuration. The‘Assommoir’ (murder hole) is a wall to wall slot and especially wide.
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Clifford’s Castle. The west side of the curtain outside the bailey looking towards the outer curve
of Rosamund’s Tower, with its batter and roll moulding. Twin latrine chutes on the straight wall
to the right. Image taken from point A on the plan. River Wye in the background.
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Clifford’s Castle. The plan, left, and reconstruction by Brian Byron of the gatehouse in the middle of the
Outer Bailey. Although difficult to date it could be contemporary with the castle gatehouse on the motte.

Clifford Castle

The Outer Bailey Gatehouse / Barbican

The castle consists of a large mound that rises
82ft (25m) above the south bank of the River
Wye. On the mound summit are the ruins of a
D-shaped polygonal enclosure measuring about
56ft (20m) across with a curtain wall 6½ft (2m)
thick. On the east side of the courtyard is the
gatehouse passage with portcullis grooves
flanked by D-shaped towers about 24ft (7.5m)
diameter over walls 6ft thick. The hall block, plus
two rooms in each if the five towers plus other
rooms over the gateway and between it and the
hall seemed to form enough accommodation.

A mound in the middle of the east bailey was
excavated in 1951-4 by Air Commodore Douglas
Iron and was found to contain the lower portion of
a substantial gatehouse 26ft (8m) wide by 60ft
(18m) long with turrets 18ft 9 ins. (5.7m) in diameter projecting from the eastern corners. See reconstruction above).The turrets were solid at ground
level but contained circular rooms higher up. The
passage was closed by a portcullis half way along
and it has two recesses in the side wall.

The cluster of ‘D-shaped’ towers crowning the
motte indicates a probable 1220s construction
date, by Walter Clifford III, who succeeded in
1221 (d. 1268). Similar models include Chartley
(Staffs), but its immediate exemplar might by
Hubert de Burgh’s Grosmont (1219-32) or a
little earlier. This is another ‘D-shaped’ castle
on a mound with a cluster of D-shaped towers
joined to a rectangular first floor Great Hall with
two divided rooms in the basement. As mentioned earlier, the twin-towered gatehouse also
has strong similarities to Montgomery (1223).

The overall plan has been likened to Brampton
Bryan and a 14th century date has sometimes been
suggested, not unreasonably. (The circular towers
are very similar in diameter). However, the build,
material and plan detail (passage width, square
portcullis grooves / mirrored recesses etc beyond
the round towers are similar to the motte top gatehouse, and it may well be contemporary. The
round towers show a mortar break and they are
only butted up to the barbican wall passage, so
these may have been added or rebuilt. There is
some evidence that the curtain wall partially extended from the gatehouse on both sides. Stubs
exist which are 6½ ft (2m) in thickness.
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Clifford Castle. c. 1810-20. From the ‘Antiquarian and Topographical Cabinet’. Drawing by Miss
H S A Horton, copper engraved by J. Storer. View from the south-east, landward side. The motte
is a scarped natural mound.
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