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Brampton Bryan. View of the Barbican/Outer Gatehouse from the south. Initially erected in the
first 30 years of the 14th century, built in the era when the emphasis was on chivalric display.
Brampton Bryan Castle
Brampton Bryan lies in the delightful north-west
corner of Herefordshire close to the borders of
Shropshire and Powys, and its castle guarded the
important Teme valley route from England into
Wales. The main portion of the surviving fabric
consists of the gatehouse built in two phases,
together with what remains of the south wall of
the late 13th/ early 14th century main hall, its
16th century porch, and remnants of a 16th century stair tower. These remnants represent only a
small fragment of a once sizeable castle held for
Parliament in the Civil War. Under Lady Brilliana Harley the castle withstood a seven month
siege in 1643 but was taken and destroyed by
Royalist troops in the following year. The castle
and estate has been in the possession of the Harley family since 1309 and after Sir Edward Har-

ley returned to Brampton in 1661 a new house
was built near to the ruins of the castle (Robinson, 1869).This was apparently re-fronted in the
mid-18th century and from that time on the
surviving castle gatehouse has been preserved
and consolidated as a memorial to the accomplishments and heroics of the family during and
after the Civil War.
The castle (or fortified house), located 50
yards (46m) north of the church, is constructed
of local sandstone rubble with ashlar dressings
of the same material. Bryan de Brampton had
a tower here in 1295 (Inq. Post. Mort. iii, 189).
The property passed to Robert Harley by right
of his wife Margaret de Brampton in 1309, and
about this time the existing castle was developed. To this period probably belong the re-
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ABOVE: Fireplace in the upper chamber of the
outer gatehouse, sitting over the gate-passage.

RIGHT: Outer gatehouse chimney stack with
crenellated octagonal cap.
mains of the great hall and the original inner
gatehouse that was contained within the body of
the entrance range. The outer part of the gatehouse seems to have been added shortly afterwards, probably by 1330. Extensive alterations
were made to the building in the 16th century,
when the projecting bay on the south side of the
hall was added, and the north-east wing of the
Georgian house incorporates work of this date.
In 1643, and again in 1644, the castle was
besieged by the Royalists, being taken on the
second occasion and subsequently ruined, or
‘slighted’. Buck’s view of 1731 shows a little
more standing than at present survives.
The Outer Gatehouse
The outer section of the gatehouse (with barbican) is flanked by 25ft (7.5m) high 3/4 round
towers with a narrow 7½ ft wide entrance between them; the entrance has two two-centred
and moulded arches between which is a [square
5 inch wide x 4 inch deep] portcullis groove. At
a higher level is a moulded two-centred wallarch, and below it is a moulded string-course
enriched with ball-flower ornament. The flanking towers are two storey; that on the east is of
an irregular polygonal form internally, entered
by a doorway with moulded jambs and twocentred head; at the ground-floor level there is
a fireplace and, to the north of the entrance, a

garderobe; the upper floor has windows of one
cinquefoiled light, with seats in the embrasures; this floor communicates, without any
intervening dividing wall, with the area for the
portcullis mechanism over the entrance.
The West tower is cylindrical internally, and is
entered by a doorway with an emphatic ogee
head; in the middle of the ground floor is a well
and on the external face of the wall, towards the
S.W., is an opening roofed with a series of
arches stepped downwards in the direction of
the well; the opening is blocked at its lower end.
The upper floor has two cinquefoil-headed windows, one enriched with ball-flower ornament
and having a moulded label. The north wall of
the portcullis-room is carried on a segmental
arch over the entrance-passage, and has a fireplace with an elliptical head; the chimney-stack
above could be as late as the 16th century; octagonal, and with a moulded and embattled capping. In the west wall of the entrance-passage is
a staircase leading to the upper floor of the W.
tower and above it is, on each side, another stair
leading to the top of the towers. The outer gatehouse appears as a self-contained block with no
direct interconnecting through access to the inner gatehouse chambers at first-floor level.
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Brampton Bryan Gatehouse complex. From the south-east. The ruinous three-storey inner gatehouse sits contiguous with and on axis with the outer gatehouse with the remnant of the hall block
at the far end. The Outer Gatehouse has no doubt received considerable post-medieval repair.
The Inner Gatehouse
This part of the castle butts against the remains
of a thick wall of slightly earlier date running E.
and W (see plan); it was probably the main
curtain wall. It is pierced by an outer segmental
arch of one, and by an inner arch of two, moulded orders, the inner order having ball-flower
ornament; between the arches is a [square 5 inch
wide x 6 inch deep] portcullis-groove carried up
in an arched recess at the first-floor level, which
is now blocked. The passage-way of the inner
gatehouse is flanked by plain walling, and has a
plain segmental-pointed arch at the northern
exit. This arch is continued as a wall E. and W.
of the gatehouse, terminating, on the W., in the
shell of a 16th-century stair-turret and having,
in the E. part, a 14th-century doorway with
moulded jambs and two-centred arch, perhaps
giving access to a former staircase. The upper
storey of the inner gatehouse has, in the north
wall, a 14th-century fireplace with a square

projecting head and pyramidal hood; it is
flanked by window-embrasures with seats; the
single-light windows have shouldered heads.
In the S. wall are the inner jambs of two doorways leading to the two upper staircases of the
outer gatehouse. At the second-floor level, the
N. wall has a 14th-century window of one
trefoiled light, with window-seats. Re-set in
the W. end of the same wall is a 13th-century
foliated capital. It is possible that the reason for
building an outer gatehouse / barbican so soon
after the Inner Gatehouse was to allow the
Harleys to convert the inner gatehouse chambers on the first and second floors to high status
family and guest accommodation as an integral
part of the south range, thus blocking the portcullis slot and refurbishing the portcullis chamber. The new Outer Gatehouse gave good
quality self-contained accommodation for the
custodian and effectively isolated this part of
the castle from any access to family or guest
rooms at first or second floor level.
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Brampton Bryan. The substantial late 13th or early 14th three storey Inner Gatehouse from the
east. Probably refurbished for use as high-status accommodation when the Outer Gatehouse was
built and portcullis slot blocked. Large elegant window seats and hooded fireplace.
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'Brampton Bryan', in An Inventory of the Historical Monuments in Herefordshire, Volume 3, North West
(London, 1934), pp. 19-21 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/heref/vol3/pp19-21 [accessed 31 January
2016].
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ABOVE: Samuel & Nathaniel Buck. Brampton Bryan from the south-east, 1731. Slightly cropped.
BELOW: Edward Blore, 1870. View of the entrance to Brampton Bryan Castle. In the foreground is the
Outer gatehouse (joined buy an open-to-the-sky barbican passage to the inner gatehouse, behind). The
inner gatehouse was built either by Bryan de Brampton or his successor (effectively since 1295) Robert
Harley. This includes some ball flower decoration on the gate-arch. The later barbican (or outer gatehouse) has two arches with a portcullis between them. Above the lower arch is an early example of a type
of decoration known as ball-flower work (of a globular flower of three petals, enclosing a small ball)
typical of the early-mid 14th century. In both Hereford and Gloucester cathedrals it is used profusely.
Drawing © Trustees of the British Library, Shelfmark: Additional MS 42023, Item number: f86
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Brampton Bryan. Detail of the mouldings of the entrance arches. The outer pair have two two-centred and
moulded arches between which is a [square] portcullis groove; at a higher level is a moulded two-centred
wall-arch, and below it is a (part-renewed?) moulded string enriched with ball-flower ornament. The
mouldings of the main gate-arch have some similarities to the Great Hall entrance at Ludlow Castle

Hall and Chamber Block
The hall and chamber block lies some 32ft
(9.75m) north of the gatehouse, and now consists only one part of the early 14th-century S.
wall with an added 16th-century staircase-bay
on the S., covering the original doorway of the
hall. This doorway has moulded jambs and
two-centred head. To the east (services and
kitchen, with rooms above) and west (hall) of
the doorway, at a higher level, are 14th-century single-light windows with shouldered
heads, lighting the former basement or undercroft; above the east window is a similar window, with window-seats in the embrasure;
there are remains of other windows to the east.
Above the doorway is an inserted 16th-century
fireplace with moulded jambs and four-centred

arch in a square head, and further east is a short
length of wall-passage with a flat corbelled roof.
The 16th-century staircase-wing and porch is
ashlar-faced, and has square headed mullioned
and transomed windows with moulded labels;
the doorway, in the E. wall, has moulded jambs
and four-centred head; the former steps leading
up to the Hall doorway have been destroyed.
The castle stood upon a mound about 9 ft. high,
but its original form is lost owing to leveling
and alterations for the gardens of the existing
house. Between the gatehouse and the hall is a
deep modern cutting. Nothing is now apparent
of the original lay-out of the castle, beyond what
is indicated by the surviving remains; the site
has, however, a scarp along the N. face of about
10 ft. drop towards the stream on that side.
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Brampton Bryan. The west outer-gatehouse 3/4 round tower; the first-floor cinquefoil-headed window, enriched with ball-flower ornament and having a moulded label, c. 1330. Image: Philip Davis
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ABOVE: 1, 2. Outer gate-arch jambs, looking east (left) and west (right). Square portcullis groove.
The large notch (either side) is about 6ft from the ground level and is possibly for inserting a stop for
the portcullis. The portcullis arch and jambs obscure the mouldings of the gate-arch and has necessitated an intermediate straight-edge block to allow the portcullis to travel correctly.
BELOW:3 Gatehouse passage from the ‘Barbican’ looking north into the courtyard through the Inner
Gatehouse, 4- Looking out, from the roofless, but, once vaulted, Inner Gatehouse passage, through the
broken gate-arch to the Barbican and Outer Gatehouse.

3
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ABOVE: 1, 2. Portcullis grooves in the Inner Gatehouse. Left west; right: east. Wide plain outer
arch followed by the grooves, then the ballflower decorated inner gate-arch. Grooves 5”w x 6”d.
BELOW:3. Left: Ogee-headed door into the basement of the west Outer Gate round tower. Right:
4. Small detail of the armorial crest of the Harley family. The tall centrally placed embellished
chimney stack between the two gate-towers is
probably a deliberate choice corresponding to
the family crest. Is this a question of art imitat3
ing architecture or architecture imitating art?
4
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The remains of the 14th century south wall of the hall and chamber block to the north of the gatehouse, with
an added 16th (c. 1590s) century staircase bay covering the original doorway to the hall. The first-floor hall
(over an undercroft) was to the left (west) of the staircase bay, with services and kitchen to the east.
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