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Bodrum from the east. Heraldry of 28 shields along the north face of the English Tower, far left,
c. 1418 or later.
The Heraldry on the English Tower at
Bodrum Castle - Turkey
The late Lawrence Butler
SUMMARY: St. Peter’s Castle, Bodrum was a
mainland outpost of the Knights Hospitaller
who were based in Rhodes and occupied adjacent Dodecanese islands. Building commenced in or soon after 1407. The English
Tower is remarkable for a display of 29
shields, representing the royal family and notable barons of the early fifteenth century. This
survey gives precise personal identifications to
nearly all the shields. A date of 1413-8 is
suggested for the selection of the heraldry. The
circumstance for the shields’ erection may
well be the wish to recognise the principal

benefactors who responded to a papal indulgence issued in 1409 and still operative in
1414. A subsidiary factor could be the desire
of those who had fought together at Agincourt
to support fellow English warriors in another
field of combat. The construction of the tower
and the carving of the heraldry upon it may be
later in Henry V’s reign or early in that of his
son: 1421-28. The identification of two out of
the three minor shields with English knights
serving at Rhodes permits this closer time
frame. The presence of one non-baronial
shield borne by Richard Curson, the earl of
Warwick’s chamberlain, may suggest the main
source and route of patronage.
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ture of Bodrum, the
ancient Halicarnassus in
the Graeco-Roman province of Caria, was
achieved in 1406/7 and the
fortification of the headland near which the Mausoleum had stood began as
a matter of urgency. The
bay of Bodrum provided a
good anchorage and the
island of Karaada sheltered it to the south, providing
a
defensible
passage from the east. The
much larger island of Kos
controlled the main inlet,
the gulf of Gokova, on the
west with the already wellestablished coastal HospiFig. 1. Map of the Aegean highlighting Bodrum, Cos, and Rhodes.
taller castle of Narangia on
the eastern tip of that island. Bodrum was held
The imposing castle of St. Peter at Bodrum
until 1523 and was only surrendered soon after
stands on the southern shore of a long mounthe successful Ottoman siege of Rhodes.
tainous peninsula, Zephyria, jutting into the
The Castle’s Development
Aegean sea from the Turkish mainland. To its
The sequence of construction at St. Peter’s
south is a similar peninsula, Resadiya, with the
Castle is not entirely clear, partly because of
classical city of Cnidus on its north coast.
later rebuilding in both the Christian and the
Between these two peninsulas of the Dorian
Muslim periods. As on Rhodes the responsiChersonese rises the Greek island of Kos, one
bility for building and garrisoning fell to the
of the Dodecanese. The medieval castle, which
seven different national contingents (or
is almost complete1 though repaired and retongues – langues). Although earlier writers
stored by the Ottomans, was an important
have suggested that the Hospitallers used prestronghold of the Knights Hospitallers of St.
John in the period 1407-1523 (figs. 1, 10).
existing Byzantine or Turkish fortifications,
Luttrell has found no convincing evidence on
After the Hospitallers had established their
this point.1 It seems likely that the first stage,
headquarters on Rhodes in 1309, they concompleted before 1421, was to fortify the landquered the neighbouring islands northwards as
ward (north) side by building three circular
far as Leros and in 1374 received Izmir (Smyrtowers with a linking curtain wall and by digna) in Lydia on the mainland of Asia Minor,
ging a sea-filled rock-cut ditch to isolate the
captured from the Turks 30 years earlier by a
castle from whatever civilian population still
Papal-led Latin league. The loss of the sealived amid the ruins of the classical and Byzancastle at Smyrna in 1402 to the Mongol leader
tine city (fig. 2). These three towers are the
Timur precipitated the search for another harMaritime Tower at the west, the Spanish Towbour and potential castle site on the mainland
er (or Tower of the Snakes) in the centre and a
in order to convince the Latin West that the
circular tower at the east (later incorporated in
Hospitaller knights were carrying the fight to
the east curtain). There were also three rectanthe infidel rather than pursuing the easier opgular structures of early date. On the highest
tion of attacking their coastal trade. The cap-
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Fig. 2. Bodrum Castle, (after Muller-Wiener). 1. French Tower, 2. Italian Tower, 3. Inner bailey
of original castle, 4. Chapel, 5. Inner Gatehouse, 6. Large Ravelin, 7. Forecourt, 8. Harbour Battery,
9. Carretto Bastion, 10, Gatineau Bastion, 11. Fosse, 12. English Tower, 13. German Tower.
ground was the French Tower, dated to the
Mastership of Philibert de Naillac by shields of
1412-15. Below it to the west was the `Naillac
Building’ which may have been a guard-house
on the west curtain or else a chapel or chapterhouse; it is now the Glass Display Gallery. The
third rectangular building was a tower on the
north curtain with a contemporary gate to its
west nearer to the Maritime Tower.2 Luttrell
considers these 6 buildings to predate 1421,
while Spiteri dates them c. 1407-12.3 Both
authors give a lettering system to these six
buildings, but do not always use the same
letters. The second stage, also completed before 1421, was to create a roughly square inner
ward enclosing the higher ground, perhaps
approached through a guard-house placed cen-

trally along the west curtain. The rectangular
English Tower at the south-east corner (12)
may have been a product of this phase, and
was certainly built by the early 1430s. It is far
from clear whether, at the south-west corner of
the early circuit, there was a matching rectangular tower which has since been incorporated
in the south curtain where it changes alignment. The third phase saw the erection of
another square tower and a linking hall on the
highest ground: the Italian Tower (2) can be
dated by inscriptions to 1433-5, but the vaulted
hall linking this tower to the French Tower (1)
to its east was rebuilt or very heavily repaired
in 1518. The half-round German Tower (13)
strengthening the existing north curtain probably belongs to this third phase 1421-1440 (or
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Fig. 3. Bodrum Castle, from the South-West. The English Tower far right.
was built slightly later: 1437-57). The other
three curtains were newly constructed or substantially rebuilt in the period 1454-1470. Further outer wards, artillery defences and a greatly
strengthened entrance were added between 1470
and 1520 to enable the Knights to resist Turkish
attacks by land and sea. The most sustained siege
was led by Sultan Mehmet II in 1480. The
English Tower and the seafront curtain walls
were damaged by bombardment. The damage
was repaired but in 1523 the castle was finally
surrendered to the Ottomans, who installed their
own garrison and made modest defensive alterations over the next four centuries [fig. 3]. There
was further damage to the English Tower and the
adjacent curtain wall to its west when the castle
was shelled by French and British warships in
May 1915. This damage was repaired during the
Italian occupation of 1915-21.
The English Tower
The rectangular English Tower stands three
stories high and measures externally 15 metres
east-west by 10 metres. Its walls are 2 metres
thick and it projects from the southern and
eastern lines of the curtain walls, so that only

the greater part of its northern face is protected
within the later rampart though the base of the
western face lies within the `lists’ (or avansmurs). The stones are of irregular size laid in
roughly even courses but with classical columns incorporated as through stones (as is
common on many Crusader castles in Palestine, Cyprus and the Dodecanese). The lower
room was entered by a west doorway from the
‘lists’ up a stairway, now in stone but probably
originally in wood and removable. Its vault
was mostly destroyed through neglect in the
Ottoman period but was replaced with a timber
floor during the Italian occupation . Above the
lower room was a spacious vaulted chamber
with three large round-headed windows
flanked by marble seats. There are also two
smaller square windows and two fireplaces.
Although this chamber could be reached by
ladder and trap-door from the lower room, its
main access was from the wall-walk on the
north. The only external doorway was protected by a drawbridge of which the pivot holes for
the bridge and the aperture for its lifting chain
are easily visible. Above the main chamber
was probably another room reached by stairs
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Fig. 4. Bodrum Castle. The English Tower. North (left) and West faces displaying the heraldry.
in the thickness of the west wall and lit by
small square windows in the east and west
walls. Alternatively the corbels did not support a floor but were solely used for the timber
centering to assist in the construction of the
stone vault. The stairs led up inside the west
and south walls to emerge in the centre of the
south wall on the machicolated and crenellated
roof. After war damage the roof was repaired
by Italian architects during 1915-21.
The Heraldry of the English Tower
In common with nearly all Hospitaller buildings the walls and doorways of Bodrum carry
a large number of shields enabling the various
phases of the work to be closely dated. The
architectural historian is far better served by
the variety of stone-cut shields and inscriptions
than would be the case in English castles.
Maiuri has described a total of 249 shields on
Bodrum castle.4 However this valuable feature
of Hospitaller architecture in the Dodecanese
islands and Cyprus needs to be approached

with caution. Heraldry could be introduced
posthumously and so give too early a date to
some structures. Also during repairs shields and
inscriptions could be moved from their original
position to adorn an unrelated doorway or curtain wall. A Master of the Order might put his
shield prominently upon a tower where all he
had commissioned was the renewal of crenellation or the construction of gun ports.
Most of the towers at Bodrum carry shields and
a few are adorned with sculpture, as can also be
seen at Rhodes and Kos. However the English
Tower is notable for the array of 28 shields
extending right across the north face of the
tower over the main entrance; there is also a
finely carved royal arms of England on the
west face above the lower floor entrance. [fig.
4] This single shield is placed above the headless sculpture of a lion. The sculpture, either
Roman or more probably medieval, gave rise
to the tower being called The Lion Tower,
though in the medieval records of the Order it
was always known as St. Catherine’s Tower.
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Fig. 5. The English Tower, Bodrum. The photograph that taken by Captain Robinson when ships
of the British navy commanded by Admiral Sir Arthur Markham visited Bodrum in 1892.
The display of arms on the north face is an
extremely unusual array of royal and noble
heraldry, seldom encountered among Hospitaller buildings and certainly nowhere in such
quantity. Spiteri considers that the coats of
arms “were erected in honour of the chief
contributors who had financed the construction of the tower”.5 Luttrell has suggested that
these represent individual donors (not Hospitaller knights) and are to be linked to pressure
in the decade 1430-39 for the English to
protect their right to occupy this tower which
they themselves had financed.6 He has also
argued for a building date “some years before
1437” when the dispute is recorded and suggested “probably about 1430” with the
shields newly placed to support their claims
to occupancy.7 It may be possible by closer

examination of the families and individuals
represented to narrow this date down further
and to suggest other circumstances determining the choice of families depicted here.
The heraldry on the exterior of the English
Tower must therefore be analysed critically.
The 29 shields need to be considered without
preconceptions, but equally the observations
and conclusions of previous writers should
not be ignored. This present study was
prompted by realising the inconsistencies in
the information available at the castle, both in
the notices at the English Tower and in the
recent well-illustrated official guide book.8
There have been a number of surveys or
descriptions of the heraldry on the English
Tower but many are repetitive.9 The earliest
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Fig. 6. The English Tower, Bodrum. The central group showing of details of shields 1-12.
drawing was made by Richard Pullan in
1853.10 The clearest photograph is that taken
by Captain Robinson when ships of the British navy commanded by Admiral Sir Arthur
Markham visited Bodrum in 1892. [fig. 5]11
This same photograph was also used in the
later works by King.12 Luttrell recently commented that “the arms require further
study”.13 This article attempts to provide just
such an analysis.
The shields [Figs. 6-8]
The shields are arranged on the north face of
the tower in three tiers. Throughout this article
the shields are referred to by the numbers
Maiuri assigned to them.14 These are given in
square brackets, as are the suggested heraldic
tinctures.
1. Gules, a cross [argent]
2. Gules, a cross [argent]
3. Quarterly 1 and 4, [gules] three lions passant
guardant [or], 2 and 3 [azure] three fleur-de-lys
[or], with helm, crest and mantling.

Shields [1] and [2] and the upper half of [3]
comprise the topmost tier.
4. Quarterly 1 and 4, [azure] three fleur-de-lys
[or], 2 and 3[gules] three lions passant guardant [or], overall a label of three points.
5. same as [4].
6. same as [4].
7. shield as [4] but without a label, and placed
within a bordure gobony [argent and azure].
8. same as [4].
9. same as [7], the bordure gobony is alternately ermine [and azure].
These six shields flank the lower half of shield
[3] and form the innermost group within the
middle tier. The pairs of shields [5-6] and
[7-8] are each carved on a single piece of
stone, indicating a contemporaneous act of
heraldic sculpture.
10. on a bend two lions passant [all untinctured]
11. two wolves courant [all untinctured]
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12. three bars gemelles, on a canton five
billets [all untinctured]
These three shields, carved on a single
stone, are smaller in size than shields
[4]-[9] and are placed below the large
shield [3]. They form the third or bottom tier.
13. Barry of six [argent and azure]
14. [Gules] twelve bezants [or], a canton ermine
15. Quarterly 1 & 4 [Azure] a fess between three leopard’s faces [or], 2 & 3
[Argent] on a bend [gules], three pairs
of wings [argent]
16. Gules a saltire [argent]
17. Quarterly 1 & 4 [Or] a lion rampant
[azure],
2 & 3 Gules three
pikes hauriant [argent]
18. Gules three lions passant guardant
[or] with a bordure [azure] semée e lis
[or]
19. Quarterly 1 & 4 [Gules] a fesse [or]
between six cross crosslets [or], 2 & 3
Checky [or and azure] a chevron ermine.
Replaced in white marble 1915-21.

Fig. 7. The English Tower, Bodrum. The central
Royal Shield (3).

20. Barry [or and azure], a chief paly the corners
gyronny, over all an escutcheon [argent]. Replaced in white marble 1915-21.
21. [Gules] two lions passant [argent]
22. [Gules] a lion rampant [or]
23. Quarterly 1 & 4 [Argent] three fusils conjoined in fess [gules], 2 & 3 [Or] an eagle
displayed [vert]
24. [Or] a chevron [gules]
25. Quarterly Gules and [or], in the first quarter a mullet [argent]
26. [Or] three roundels [gules] a label [azure,
with three annulets argent on each of
the
three points of the label]
27. [Azure] three chevronels and a chief [or]
28. Paly of six argent and gules, overall a
chevron [?tincture], on it a crosslet [?Tincture]

These sixteen shields form the outer parts of
the middle tier with eight shields [13-20]
placed to the left-hand side of shield [4] and
the other eight shields [21-28] placed to the
right-hand side of shield [9]. Two shields [1314] are carved on a single stone, as are the
three shields [24-26].
29. This shield is placed over the door on the
west face and is identical to shield [3].
The Royal Shield [figs. 6-7]
The central shield [3] on the north face is the
royal arms of England quartered with France
modern, with the lions of England in the first
and fourth quarters. These were the arms adopted by Henry IV in 1406 except that when displayed in England the three fleur-de-lys of
France are always in the first and fourth quarters. The shield is surmounted by a helm on
which rests a cap of maintenance; on this stands
the crest of a lion statant guardant and the helm
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is surrounded by mantling. The west wall
shield, fig. 4, [29] is exactly the same. Both
have been identified as the arms of Henry IV,
though they could equally well be for his son
Henry V or even his grandson Henry VI. The
most probable attribution is discussed below.
Either side of this major shield are the arms of
the Hospitaller Order (gules, a cross argent) still
retaining some background colour [1, 2]. Beneath these two shields and the central royal
shield are six smaller royal shields, all with
France modern (first and fourth) quartered with
England [4-9]. Some retain the background colour of blue. Four of these shields [4-6, 8] have
a label of three points for difference. The other
two shields [7, 9] have a bordure gobony.15 It
has previously escaped comment that on shield
[9] a tincture alternates with ermine, making
possible a precise identification.
Discussion of the Royal Shields
If the central shield is for Henry IV (ruled 13991413), then the other six shields should be for his
four sons Henry, Prince of Wales, Thomas, duke
of Clarence, John, duke of Bedford and Humphrey, duke of Gloucester, and for two of his
three half-brothers John, earl of Somerset (died
21 April 1410) and Thomas, earl of Dorset
(created 1411) and duke of Exeter (1416). It is
assumed that Henry Beaufort, bishop of Winchester and later cardinal (elected 1417), is not
represented here. This seems to be a satisfactory
identification, though in the last 3 years of Henry
IV’s reign John, earl of Somerset, would be commemorated posthumously or be represented by
his son. However in this case three shields of the
king’s sons are placed to the left of their father’s
heraldic achievement and one shield is placed to
the right between their father’s half-brothers.
If the central shield is for Henry V (ruled
1413-1423), then the other six shields would
be for his three brothers Thomas (died 1421),
John and Humphrey [shields 4-6] on the left,
and his Beaufort uncle Thomas [shield 9],
together with John, earl of Somerset’s eldest
son Henry (died 1418) or, subsequently, his
second son John [shield 7]. The sixth shield
[8], with a label for difference, should then be
for Edward, duke of York (reinstated at court

in 1413 but died at Agincourt 1415). This
becomes a slightly less convincing interpretation in the later years of Henry V’s reign when
both Thomas, duke of Clarence, and Edward,
duke of York, would be commemorated posthumously. Thomas had died without heirs and
Edward’s nephew Richard, the next duke of
York, was a minor until 1432.
If the central shield is for Henry VI (ruled
1423-1461), then the other six royal shields are
more difficult to identify. Two might be for his
surviving Lancastrian uncles John and Humphrey, and a third for his cousin Richard, duke
of York (died 1460). His Beaufort great-uncle
Thomas (died without heirs 27 December
1426) and his uncle John earl of Somerset’s
eldest surviving son John (died 1444) are the
two Beaufort shields. In this case Thomas
Beaufort, duke of Exeter, may be commemorated posthumously but the relationship to the
king is becoming increasingly distant. It still
leaves one shield of royal arms without attribution, unless it posthumously commemorates
the king’s uncle Thomas, duke of Clarence
(died without heirs 22 March 1421).
Of these three suggestions the arms of Henry IV
are possible with the royal heraldry ordered to
be carved during John earl of Somerset’s lifetime or with John’s arms included posthumously. This action would coincide with the plenary
indulgence issued by Alexander V in 1409 and
with the considerable expenditure on castle
building in that year. In the following year the
Master of the Order was in London soliciting
financial support, arriving before John earl of
Somerset’s death. This group of arms also has
a unity being within a frame above and below,
and perhaps originally at the sides. The shields
of Henry IV’s sons are the royal arms differenced by a label with different painted charges
(as later would be the arms of Edward duke of
York). The arms of the Beauforts did not carry
a label of difference but were set within a bordure gobony - argent and azure for John [7],
ermine and azure for Thomas [9].
The arms of Henry V are much more likely
because the three shields of royal arms [4-6] are
the king’s brothers and the fourth shield with a
label for difference [8] is placed between the
two Beaufort arms representing a different fam-
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Fig. 8. Baronial Arms. 13. Grey of Codnor; 14 Zouche of Harringworth; 15. De la Pole quartering
Wingfield; 16. Ralph Neville; 17. Percy quartering Lucy. 18. John Holand; 19. Richard Beauchamp; 20. Edmond Mortimer.
ily line – that of York. The Beaufort arms are
those of John or one of his surviving sons [7]
and of his younger brother Thomas [9]. Cardinal Henry Beaufort is not represented. The
years 1413-5 are marked by strong support for
the English Hospitallers at Bodrum with the
king, his barons, knights and merchants sending
2,000 ducats raised from the sale of indulgences
issued by Alexander V and still in use under his
successor John XXIII.16 The Englishman, Peter
Holt, was the captain of Bodrum Castle until
June 1414 and turcopolier from 1396 until his
death in June 1415; this knight may have
spurred on their fund-raising endeavours.
Slightly later on 24 September 1418 Cardinal
Henry Beaufort, bishop of Winchester, secured
permission from the Venetian Senate to send a
large quantity of timber from Crete to be used at
Bodrum castle.17
The arms of Henry VI are unlikely to be represented here, unless three members of the royal
family are represented posthumously. The three
minor shields placed directly below the central
panel of royal arms are discussed below. Two of
them indicate a more precise time bracket.

The baronial arms [Figs. 8-9]
Either side of the central group of shields
and protected by a continuous drip-sill are
16 shields, 8 on each side of the central
royal group, extending almost to the angles
of the north tower face: the eight to the east
are numbered from left to right [13-20] and
eight to the west are also numbered from
left to right [21-28]. The shields are of
slightly different sizes, are on different
types of coarse sandstone and are set slightly unevenly in relation to the drip-sill.
These differences may result from repair
and resetting rather than give any firm indication of differences in date, though two
shields [17, 20] are slightly larger than the
rest. Red background colouring survives on
four shields [16, 17, 25, 28]. Two shields
[19, 20] were replaced between 1915 and
1921 by carvings on grey–veined white
marble. There is a drip sill below the royal
shields [4-9] to give emphasis to the central
group. The heraldic charges have been described (pp. {8-9} above), and their families are now identified.18
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Fig. 9. 21. Strange of Knockin; 22. Thomas Fitzalan, 23. Thomas Montagu, 24. Humphrey Stafford
25. Richard de Vere, 26. Edward, Lord Courtenay, 27. Henry, Lord Fitzhugh of Ravensworth,
28. Richard Curson, chamberlain to Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick.
The identification of the barons
For some simple shields the accurate identification of the family could only be determined
with certainty by the tinctures of the heraldry.
This is true for 13 [Grey], 20 [Mortimer], 22
[Fitzalan] 24 [Stafford] and 28 [Curson].
Apart from Stafford, each of these five shields
has had an alternative identification suggested
for it, discussed in the relevant footnotes.
Shield [13]: Grey of
Codnor.19 The most
likely person represented is Richard, Lord
Grey of Codnor, born c.
1371, succeeded 1392,
supported Lancastrian
dynasty, created K.G. c.
1404, Deputy Constable
and Marshal of England
1405, King’s Chamberlain 1405, served with
Henry V in France, died 1 August 1418. He was
succeeded by his son John who served in France
and Ireland until his death in 1430.

Shield [14]: Zouche of
Harringworth. The most
likely person represented
is William, Lord Zouche
of Harringworth, born c.
1373, succeeded 1396,
created K. G. c. 1415,
served on Commissions and escorted royal
brides to and from abroad, Lieutenant of Calais
1413, served as one of the commissioners at
the trial of Cambridge, Gray and Scrope, and
then as a judge August 1415; died 3 November
1415. He was succeeded by his son William
who was a minor until 1425 and played no
major military or political role.
Shield [15] De la Pole
quartering Wingfield.20
The most likely person
represented is Michael
de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, born c. 1367, under
attainder, with his father, during Richard II’s
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reign, campaigned with Henry IV in Scotland
1400, Privy Councillor 1401, attended Council
of Pisa in 1409, served as one of the commissioners at the trial of Cambridge, Gray and
Scrope, and then as a judge August 1415, died
at the siege of Harfleur, 18 September 1415.
His mother Katherine was the daughter and
heir of Sir John Wingfield. His elder son
Michael died at Agincourt 25 October 1415.
His younger son William, b. 1396, was on
campaigns in France 1415, 1417-34, created K.
G. 1421, held many posts in England from
1433 until his murder in 1450.
Shield [16] Neville. The
most likely person represented is Ralph Neville,
earl of Westmorland, b.
c. 1364, married as his
second wife Joan Beaufort, daughter of John of
Gaunt, by whom he had
14 children, joined Henry IV at Ravenspur and
was Marshal of England 1399-1413, created K.
G. c. 1403, served Henry IV and Henry V
mainly in Scotland and the northern border,
executor to Henry V, died 21 October 1425.
Succeeded by his grandson Ralph who carried
much less political weight.
Shield [17] Percy quartering Lucy. The most likely
person represented is
Henry Percy, earl of
Northumberland, b. 1393,
was restored to the earl’s
title and returned from exile in March 1416, served
the crown, mainly on the Scottish border, d. 22
May 1455. (His father Henry (‘Hotspur’), K.G.
1388, K.B. 1399/1400, rebelled against king
and was killed in the battle of Shrewsbury 21
July 1403. Earl Henry’s grandfather Henry,
married the heiress Maud Lucy c. 1381 and
quartered her arms; he first served Richard II
but joined Henry IV at Ravenspur, Constable of
England for life, defeated Scots at Homildon
Hill 1402, but rebelled against king in 1407 and
was killed at Bramham Moor in 1408. His
lands and title were forfeited to the crown.)

Shield [18]
England
within a bordure France
for Holand.21 The most
likely person represented
is John Holand, b. 13956, (second son of John
Holand, duke of Exeter,
murdered on orders of
Henry IV in 1400), knighted 1413, served as a
judge at the trial of Cambridge, Gray and Scrope
August 1415; active in France from 1415-1447,
had his lands restored in 1417, recognised as earl
of Huntingdon 1417 and made duke of Exeter
1444. Died 1447.
Shield [19] Beauchamp quartering Warwick or `Newburgh’.22
The most likely person
represented is Richard
Beauchamp, earl of
Warwick, b. 1381/2,
knighted 1399, succeeded his father as
earl in 1401, fought at Shrewsbury and created
K.G. 1403, Privy Council, went on pilgrimage
to Rome and the Holy Land (probably via
Rhodes) 1408-10, attended the Council of
Constance 1414, served in France 1415-23 and
1436-39. Died 30 April 1439.
Shield
[20]
Mortimer.23 The person most likely to be
represented is Edmond
Mortimer, earl of
March (de jure 1398,
de facto 1413), b.
1391, kept in fairly
strict custody until
1413 because of his
potential dynastic challenge, created Knight of
the Bath 1411, restored to favour by Henry V,
served as a judge at the trial of Cambridge,
Gray and Scrope for treason August 1415,
active in military campaigns in France 141523, Lieutenant of Ireland 1424, died at Trim 18
January 1425. His widow remarried as the first
wife of John Holand, earl of Huntingdon and
later duke of Exeter.

THENO
CASTLE
THE CASTLE STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL
29: 2015-16
297STUDIES GROUP JOURNAL NO 29: 2015-16

The Heraldry on the English Tower at Bodrum Castle - Turkey

Shield [21] Strange of
Knockin.24 The most likely person represented is
Richard, Lord Strange of
Knockin, b. 1381, sat in
Parliament 1404-11448/9,
sat on commissions of enquiry 1416-1449, briefly
imprisoned in the Tower of London 1417, no
recorded military service, died 1449.
Fitzalan.25

Shield [22]
The most likely person is
Thomas Fitzalan, earl of
Arundel and Surrey, b.
1381, strong supporter of
Henry IV, created K. B.
at his coronation 1399,
created earl and K. G.
1400, fought in Wales 1401-5, France 1411,
High Treasurer 1413, served as a judge at the
trial of Cambridge, Gray and Scrope August
1415, at siege of Harfleur 1415, died of dysentery 14 October 1415. His widow remarried as
the second wife of John Holand, earl of
Huntingdon, later duke of Exeter. He was
succeeded by his cousin John d’Arundel (died
21 April 1421) but John’s claim to the earldom
of Arundel was not recognised in his lifetime.
[23] Montagu quartered
with Monthermer. The
most likely person represented by this shield
is Thomas Montagu,
earl of Salisbury, b.
1388; (father John rebelled against Henry IV
and was killed in flight
1400); son Thomas was restored to the title in
1409 and fully restored to his estates 1421; he
adopted the Monthermer quartering in the
right of his mother; visited Rhodes 3 June
1412, probably during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem; campaigned in France 1415-28.26 Created
K.G. 1412; served as one of the commissioners at the trial of Cambridge, Gray and Scrope,
and then as a judge August 1415; in 1426
made a vow to revisit the Holy Sepulchre; died
at siege of Orleans August 1428.

[24] Stafford. The most
likely person represented
by this shield is Humphrey Stafford, earl of
Stafford, b. 1402, succeeded to earldom 1403;
knighted 1421, created
K.G. 1429, fought in France 1430-47, created
duke of Buckingham 1444, died 1460.
[25] De Vere. The most
likely person represented
by this shield is Richard
de Vere, earl of Oxford, b.
c. 1385; in care of guardians until 1406; served as
one of the commissioners
at the trial of Cambridge,
Gray and Scrope, and then as a judge August
1415; present at relief of Harfleur and a commander at Agincourt 1415; created K.G.
1416; died 14 February 1416/7. His son John
served on Privy Council; had licence for 2
years to travel to Holy Land 1434/5, otherwise had an undistinguished career.
[26] Courtenay. The most
likely person represented
here is Edward, Lord
Courtenay, b. c. 1388,
knighted 1399, served in
French wars including
Agincourt. Admiral 1418.
Died August 1418. His
father Edward, 11th earl of Devon, played no
political part in Henry IV’s reign, having been
blind for many years, died 5 December 1419.
The second son Hugh succeeded as 12th earl,
b. 1389, knighted 1399, had a modest career,
died 1422. Hugh’s son and heir was Thomas,
b. 1414, knighted 1426; fought many campaigns in France; died 3 February 1458.
[27] Fitzhugh. The
most likely person represented here is Henry,
Lord Fitzhugh of
Ravensworth, b. c.
1354, kept a low profile during Richard II’s
reign, strong supporter
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of Henry IV; created K.G. 1409; sent military
supplies to Rhodes for use at Bodrum 1409;
Constable of England 1413; Chamberlain to
Henry V; attended Council of Constance 1415;
served as one of the commissioners at the trial
of Cambridge, Gray and Scrope, August 1415;
on many campaigns in France; died 11 January
1425. Succeeded by his third son William, b.
c. 1399; William and his wife Margery in 1414
purchased a papal indulgence to support the
Hospitallers at Bodrum; campaigned in France
1415-1421, died 22 October 1452.
[28] Curson. The most
likely person represented here is Richard
Curson, chamberlain to
Richard Beauchamp,
earl of Warwick, from
1423 onwards and possibly before. He also
held lieutenancies in
Normandy during the reign of Henry VI . His
coat of arms is usually given as `Paly argent
and sable, on a chevron gules a crosslet or’.
Most of the authorities cited by Woodcock et
al. 1996, II, 429-30 give the chevron charged
with a crosslet: `Cwrsing’ in Basynge’s Book
c. 1395, no. 337, Cursun in Fenwick’s Roll of
1413 (from a later copy), Rycharde Cursun as
blazoned in Randle Holme’s book of c. 1460,
and Richard Curson’s seal of 11 May 1439.
The alternative charge on the chevron is a
cross botonny (Richard Curson’s seal of June
1428; coat described in Randle Holme’s book
of c. 1460). Pullan’s drawing (B.L., Add. MS
30,998) clearly shows a cross botonny, but
close examination of the shield with binoculars indicates a crosslet. Enough paint survives
to show that the field was argent and gules.27
The dating of the baronial heraldry
Apart from shield 28 it is possible to link all
the shields to specific noblemen. It is clear
from this list of earls and barons that not all of
them were politically active simultaneously
and that it may be difficult to find a single
occasion when the baronial shields were ordered to be carved. The act of ordering cannot
precede the foundation of Bodrum in 1407, so
the first opportunity would be the issuing of a

papal indulgence by Alexander V in 1409 or
the fund-raising visit to London by the Master
of the Order at Rhodes, Philibert de Naillac, in
March-June 1410. This would potentially include all the six royal dukes or earls and eleven
of the nobles; this omits Mortimer and Percy
who were still exiled from court, Beauchamp
who was away on pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, whilst Humphrey Stafford and John
Holand were too young. Courtenay is here
represented militarily by the earl’s eldest son
Edward. It is also noteworthy that Michael de
la Pole had attended the Council of Pisa in
1409 at which Alexander V was elected and
that Henry Fitzhugh had supported the Hospitaller cause at Bodrum in that same year.
The next occasion when the baronial shields
might be ordered is the period 1413-15. These
three years marked the accession of Henry V
when some disgraced families were reconciled
to the crown, the Council of Constance at which
the Papal Schism was healed, and the campaign
at Harfleur and Agincourt when the English
forces defeated the French, thereby strengthening the English claim to the crown of France.
Within this period was a fresh appeal for funds
to continue work at Bodrum, with an indulgence granted to William and Marjery Fitzhugh
in 1414, and the recorded arrival of those funds
in Rhodes in or before October 1415.
The six shields of the royal dukes and earls no
longer represent the Prince of Wales or John
earl of Somerset, but instead represent John’s
eldest son, Henry Beaufort, and Edward duke
of York. However in 1415 Edward, a Knight
of the Garter, was killed at Agincourt. For the
16 shields of the nobles, including Montagu,
Mortimer and Percy now restored to royal
favour, only Humphrey Stafford was too
young to be politically involved though Richard Strange never played any military role in
France or elsewhere. Additionally Richard
Beauchamp had attended the Council of Constance in 1414, as had Henry Fitzhugh in 1415
and bishop Henry Beaufort in 1417.
It could be significant that of the 16 earls and
barons represented in the heraldry 11 had been
present at the trials for treason of Richard, earl
of Cambridge (Edward, duke of York’s young-
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er brother), Sir Thomas Gray and Henry Lord
Scrope of Masham (“The Southampton Plot”) in
August 1415.28 Furthermore all the royal dukes
and earls were Knights of the Garter, as were 8
of those barons represented by their heraldry.
Likewise all the men who held earldoms in the
reign of Henry V were represented on these
shields apart from John Mowbray, earl marshal,
earl of Nottingham and of Norfolk, later created
Duke of Norfolk (1425). Although he had acted
as a member of the commission which tried
Cambridge, Gray and Scrope and had also
served as a judge upon Cambridge and Scrope in
August 1415, Mowbray did not fight at Agincourt but returned from the siege of Harfleur due
to ill health; also he was not created a Knight of
the Garter until 1421. He died in 1432.
It may only be coincidence that the shields of
Mortimer and Percy, the two intended beneficiaries of the Southampton Plot, are (or were)
carved on larger pieces of stone; this cannot be
due to the more complicated quartering of Percy’s arms as those of Beauchamp, Montagu,
De Vere and De la Pole are also quartered arms.
However soon after Agincourt six nobles had
died and so this may give a terminus ante
quem, though they could still be represented by
their heirs (Michael de la Pole – died 1415;
Thomas Fitzalan – died 1415 with no recognised heir; William Zouche – died 1415; Richard de Vere – died 1417; Richard Grey – died
1418; Edward Lord Courtenay – died 1418
and his father the earl of Devon died in 1419).
There could also be an element of remembering the souls of the loyal deceased warriors by
displaying their heraldry.
If the shields were commissioned at a date late in
Henry V’s reign or early in Henry VI’s reign, then
there are difficulties in identifying six royal dukes
since Thomas duke of Clarence had died in 1421
without an heir. Furthermore those nobles who
died in the period 1415-18 were often succeeded
by minors or by less distinguished members of
the family. There were five further deaths in the
period 1423-30: Ralph Neville – died 1425;
Edmund Mortimer – died 1425 without an heir;
Henry Fitzhugh – died 1425; Thomas Beaufort,
duke of Exeter – died 1426 without an heir; and
Thomas Montagu – died 1428.

Two stages in carving the heraldry?
In the light of these difficulties it might be
possible to suggest that the central group of
royal and Hospitaller arms were erected or at
least ordered in the period 1410-12 on the
command of Henry IV, himself an experienced
crusader, a visitor to Rhodes and a pilgrim to
the Holy Land. The other group of shields was
ordered after Mortimer and to some extent
Montagu and York had been restored to favour
in 1413 but before the losses in the French
campaigns. Henry Percy did not return from
exile until 1416. John Holand was not fully
restored to his lands and title until 1417 though
he had participated in the Agincourt campaign
and been made a Knight of the Garter. If one
uses membership of the Order of the Garter as
an indication of military prowess and royal
favour, it is notable that after the death of
William Lord Zouche in 1415 there is no baron
represented by the heraldry at Bodrum who
becomes a Knight of the Garter in the remaining years of Henry V’s reign or in Henry VI’s
reign up to 1430, apart from William de la Pole
in 1421 and Humphrey Stafford in 1429. No
new earls were created in England between
1416 and 1430, though a few military commanders were given titles in respect of their
French comtés.
As early as 1893 Sir William St. John Hope had
observed that of the royal and baronial shields 17
out of the 22 were “Knights of the Garter elected
either in the reign of Richard II or in that of Henry
IV immediately after his accession.”29 However
his comment was based on Markham’s opinion
that the shields should be dated to 1399-1400.
Hope’s total needs to be reduced to 15 if the
preferred date is 1413-15: this comprises of the
king and his six royal sons and uncles, accompanied by eight earls and barons.
A later date for erecting the shields
If one follows Luttrell in assigning the carving
of the shields to the troubled decade 1430-39
when the English were seeking to assert their
claim to the use of the tower, then it is necessary to examine whether each of the baronial
families represented by these shields had a
suitable male heir in that decade able to advo-
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cate that families’ inclusion in the display of
heraldry or whether these shields were indicating an earlier state of affairs.30 The difficulty
of finding six candidates among the royal
arms, except in the period 1408-16, has already been mentioned. For the baronial arms
Mortimer and Montagu had died without male
heirs in 1425 and 1428 respectively. For all the
other families there was a suitable heir to continue the earldom or to promote the claim to a
barony, though John d’Arundel’s claim to his
cousin’s earldom of Arundel was in dispute
after the latter’s death in 1415 and not resolved
until 1433.31 Where there was no male heir the
task of promoting the families’ interests might
be undertaken by the executors of the baron’s
will, the guardian of his heir or the husband of
his heiress.
It is also notable that three of the families had
been brought back from political or physical
exile by Henry V in 1413-16. The early years
of Henry V’s reign (1413-16) seem to be the
most likely period when the baronial shields
were commissioned either in stone or perhaps
on wood or painted cloth to be transferred to
permanent form at a later date. Luttrell gives
examples of heraldry painted on wooden
shields displayed by English barons at castles
of the Teutonic knights and at Hospitaller
Rhodes.32 There are also examples of English
shields on stone slabs in Constantinople and
Venice (the latter now at Corby Castle, Cumbria) carved in the period 1391-6.33
Markham suggested that the choice of shields
was due to military prowess: these were English warriors worthy of emulation and likely to
inspire crusading zeal.34 The Hospitaller
knights may initially have been trained in their
households or served under their families. Yet
if military prowess was the main concern, then
the Percy coat of arms could more suitably
represent Henry `Hotspur’ who died a rebel in
1403, and the Fitzalan lion might be attributed
to John Talbot, the outstanding warrior of the
French campaigns from 1421-53.
However it seems much more likely that what
was being represented was a single act of
generosity to the Hospitaller cause made in
1414 by a group of barons who then served

together at the siege of Harfleur and the battle
of Agincourt. Similar heraldic arrays for those
who served together in the Black Prince’s
division at Crecy and the siege of Calais are
represented on the brass of Sir Hugh Hastyngs
(died 1347) at Elsing, Norfolk and on the tomb
of Sir Bartholomew Burghersh (died 1355) at
Lincoln Cathedral.35 Both tombs were single
acts of commemoration, combining royal and
baronial heraldry. If the array of shields at
Bodrum was financed by one particular donor,
then it would be speculative to suggest a single
name, though Beauchamp and Fitzhugh would
be strong contenders. The inclusion of Stafford
among the shields is problematical because
Edmund the fifth earl and Constable of England
had died at the battle of Shrewsbury in 1403 –
suggesting an early date for the baronial heraldry, whilst his son Humphrey the sixth earl was
only knighted in 1421 and created a Knight of
the Garter in 1429 – perhaps indicating a date
after 1420 for the heraldry. This problem is
unresolved, but the consideration of the three
minor shields [10-12] and a further examination
of shield [28] will clarify the situation.
The three minor shields [Fig. 6.]
The group of three shields [10-12], carved on
a single stone set below the central royal arms,
have previously been difficult to identify and
attribute confidently to any English Hospitaller knight or donor families. They are:
10. on a bend two lions passant [all untinctured]
11. two wolves courant [all untinctured]
12. three bars gemelles, on a canton five billets
[all untinctured]
For these three coats of arms Holmes suggested for [10] John Kendal, turcopolier of the
Order 1477-1489 (and relying upon this identification suggested that the royal arms should
be those of Edward IV).36 Markham noted that
John Kendal did not have a charge of lions on
the bend, so he left this shield unidentified and
all other later commentators have followed
him.37 For shield [11] Holmes tentatively suggested the family of Wolfe and all other commentators have followed him. The
identification of shield [12] has also proved
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difficult. Holmes suggested the family of Inglish in Suffolk, and he was followed by Oliver
(1908) and by Luttrell (1998).38 By contrast
Markham (1891-3) preferred Fairfax, because
a member of that family is recorded as a knight
Hospitaller.39 Luttrell gives Sheffield as an
alternative, to represent Thomas who was captain at Bodrum in 1514 and seneschal at
Rhodes in 1522, but his shield was entirely
different where it occurs on the outer defences
at Bodrum.40 So far there has been no satisfactory explanation for the occurrence of these
three shields. The smaller size of these shields
suggests not major donors, but actual Hospitaller knights or officials closely connected
with building activity within the castle, presumably with the erection of this tower.
With further advances in heraldic scholarship it
is now possible to re-examine these three lesser
shields and to suggest firmer family identifications. For shield [10] there are various possibilities in the Dictionary of British Arms:
Medieval Ordinary.41 Two aspects of this
shield need to be clarified: firstly are there
three lions or only two; secondly are the lions
rampant or passant? All commentators from
Holmes onwards have described them as three
lions, but the photographs show only two, and
there is no space for a third lion in the top
left-hand corner of the shield. Though usually
described as rampant, King described them as
“passant or rampant”.42 The position of their
rear legs indicates that they are `passant’. The
only coat with `On a bend two lions rampant’
is John de Lascelles of Yorkshire, whilst `On a
bend two lions passant’ are the arms of Assheman, Lestraunge, Savery and Sutton.43
None of these families has any known Hospitaller connection. If the two lions are carved in
default because there was no space for three
lions, then one shield stands out as highly significant. It occurs in three different sources
with different spellings and different tinctures;
it is attributed to Sir Launs Leir Turcoplera in
Cresswicks Roll, no. 1460 of c. 1510.44 This
ascription is most intriguing because ‘Turcoplera’ may well be a garbled form of turcopolier (commander of the light cavalry), a knight
Hospitaller office sixth in seniority and usually
held by an Englishman. It seems most probable

that this shield at Bodrum represents Sir Thomas Launceleure, turcopolier 1421-40/42.45
For shield [11], although Woolf/Wolfe seems
the obvious possibility, there are two other
families recorded with this coat: these are Stanhop and Lowe (Lou/Leu).46 There is no obvious candidate among any of those three
families; no one of that name is recorded as a
Hospitaller. Also there is no captain of Bodrum
castle and no lieutenant-turcopolier to whom
this heraldic coat can be confidently attributed
(though there are gaps in the documentary
record of office-holders).47 The wolves could
be poorly-depicted greyhounds or hunting
dogs; although this widens the potential family
identifications, there is still no firm link to
Bodrum or Rhodes.
For shield [12] the identification of Fairfax can
be discounted as his shield lacks the canton.48
Papworth gives the arms of English as “Or, three
bars Azure, on a canton Argent 5 billets
Sable”.49 The more recent Dictionary of British
Arms gives “Gules 3 bars Or on a canton Argent
five billets in saltire Sable” for Henry Inglos.50
The only Hospitaller with this surname and this
heraldry was Roger Ingloss, bailli des commerchium based at Rhodes, who died on or before 5
February 1428.51
For these three minor shields it has now been
possible to identify two of them with Hospitaller
office holders. The probability is that the third
coat either represents the captain of Bodrum
castle or another officer who was normally of
English birth, the lieutenant-turcopolier. The
date range lies between 1421 and 1428, in the
last two years of Henry V’s reign or early in that
of his son.
This date bracket is also significant for the only
non-baronial shield among the main display.
Shield [28] on the extreme right-hand side of
the north face is attributed to Richard Curson
or Curzon, chamberlain to Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, from 1423 and Lieutenant at various garrisons in Normandy
throughout the following decade. Although
from its position one would expect this shield
to represent a baron or a knight of the Garter,
there is no one of that rank who used this
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shield. One could, therefore, assume that Curson acted as the agent for the earl of Warwick
in commissioning the work or in ensuring the
erection in stone of this heraldic display.
Interpretation
The heraldry can be read in a number of ways.
At the first and most obvious level it portrays
social structure. The king’s arms are the largest
and most prominently framed and are positioned over both entrances. His family, barons
and the Order of Hospitallers are of secondary
rank, all equal in the size of their shields. The
officials of the order are least prominent, though
valued servants in defence of Christianity, and
are represented by much smaller shields. The
heraldry can also be read as an insight into the
mechanisms of patronage. The king was the
leading patron and his barons were his supporters in that benefaction, linked by ties of family,
of military endeavours in France and of brotherhood within the Order of the Garter. It has been
argued here that 1413-18 is the most likely
period for commissioning the display of shields,
as after that date the benefactors were depleted
by death and some patronage became posthumous. However the shields of two Hospitaller
officials point firmly to a date bracket of 1421-8
as the period of construction. Finally the inclusion of Richard Curson’s shield, the only nonbaronial English shield, indicates the possible
transmission of instructions from Henry V to
his councillor Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick and then via his own chamberlain Richard
Curson to the Order at Rhodes. Warwick may
have acted during Henry’s lifetime, or as his
executor soon after the king’s death in August
1423, or else whilst active at court as tutor and
governor to the infant Henry VI.
Conclusion
This article has provided the “further study”
which Luttrell desired but it still has not fully
clarified all the family identifications or suggested an incontestable date for their carving.
The most likely date for the selection of the
royal and baronial shields is 1413-8 in the
early years of Henry V’s reign, and the most
probable circumstance is the appeal for funds

by the Hospitallers in 1414. Nearly all the
barons then served their king by campaigning
in France, where a number of them lost their
lives. The involvement of Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, in the commissioning
of these arms is strongly suggested by the coat
attributable to Richard Curson, the earl’s
chamberlain from 1423 onwards. The inclusion of the three minor shields, two of them
almost certainly representing English-born
Hospitaller office holders, indicates a date of
1421-28 for the actual erection of this distinctive heraldic display. All that this article can
offer is a range of possibilities about men and
motives, but this research resolves most of the
identities for those whose shields were displayed at Bodrum.
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18.
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19.
It was suggested by Holmes (1863, 666)
that this coat represents Harcourt but it cannot be
Harcourt (Gules two bars or) because the existing
shield has six horizontal divisions (it was drawn as
two bars by Pullan in 1853); however, the uppermost bar (assuming that the top of the shield is in
line with the adjacent shields [14], [15] and [16] and
that all four shields were intended to be the same
size) has not been deeply enough incised to emphasise the head of the shield.
20.
This identification of this shield has been
queried by Luttrell (1998, 171), but these arms are
distinctive and relate to a descendant of the mar-

riage to the Wingfield heiress in about 1361. Pullan’s drawing of this shield was unclear and so
Holmes did not describe it or attribute it to a specific
family.
21.
Less likely is Edmond Holand, earl of Kent,
b. 1383, supported Henry IV, fought at Shrewsbury,
created K.G. c. 1404, served on Privy Council,
engaged in naval activity off the French coast, killed
in sea battle 1408. No successor. He is unlikely to
have supported the Hospitallers’ foundation at Bodrum in the year of his death, which occurred before
the issue of the papal indulgence.
22.
Luttrell (1998, 171) queried this shield, but
gave no reason for his doubts nor suggested any
alternative. Those doubts may stem from the omissions and inaccuracies in Pullan’s drawings. This
shield no longer exists and the present carving is a
travesty substituting anchors for cross crosslets and
omitting one chevron, but the early photographs are
quite clear. Pullan’s drawing totally misunderstands
this weathered shield. The only other possible
reason for doubt is that Richard Beauchamp, earl of
Warwick, used on his great shield and on his garter
plate of 1423 the additional shield of pretence:
Clare quartering Despencer.
23.
This shield has caused the greatest dispute,
partly because it was in poor condition in 1892 and
partly because Markham (1891-3, 284) considered
the heraldry to have been carved in 1399. Accordingly he identified the person represented as Sir
John Burleigh (`Burley’), Knight of the Garter
1377, since he argued that the obvious candidate
Edmund Mortimer was only 9 in 1399 and was kept
in close custody. However John died in 1383. His
brothers were also promoted by Richard II: Sir
Richard, K.G. 1382, died 1387, and Sir Simon,
Richard II’s tutor, created K.G. 1382, executed
1388. Since Bodrum was not captured until 1407-8
this identification as `Burley’ should be discarded,
even though Markham has been followed by all
subsequent writers. The alternative identification of
Mortimer is preferred. For this shield there are two
other heraldic problems; the first is that the shield
no longer exists and one must rely upon earlier
photographs (Pullan’s drawing misrepresents this
shield); the second is that for Burleigh the escutcheon was usually ermine charged with two bars
gules. On the 1892 photograph the escutcheon is
shown plain, but the corners are certainly gyronny
which is the Mortimer coat and not that of Burleigh.
Also a charge of ermine for Burleigh would have
been carved in relief, as in the ermine alternating
border for Thomas Beaufort on shield [9].
24.
This shield has been attributed to Strange,
but Richard, though he was often summoned to
Parliament, had an undistinguished career in Shrop-
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shire and had an uneasy relationship with the Hospitallers at Halston near Ellesmere (Gaydon 1973,
88). For a short period in 1417 he was imprisoned
in the Tower of London. Unless firm evidence is
found linking him to gifts to the Hospitallers at
Rhodes or Bodrum, it might be desirable to consider
an alternative suggestion. The shield with two lions
was also borne by the Master of the Order at
Rhodes, Philibert de Naillac (azure, two lions passant argent); he was the master (1396-1421) when
the decision was made to capture Halicarnassus and
build a castle on the headland. He had attended the
Council of Pisa as advocate of the Hospitaller cause
and had visited London in 1410 to seek English
funds and recruits. If any foreign shield deserved to
be placed upon this tower, it would be his. However
such an identification must be regarded as doubtful,
though suggested by Gerola (1915, 76) and repeated
by Maiuri (1924, 334). If the Gascon-born de
Naillac’s arms were placed on this English Tower,
then they ought to be as shield [2] and paired with
the arms of the Order [1].
25.
Holmes (1863, 666) suggested Talbot.
However there are three problems: the first is that
the Talbot bordure is not clearly defined on the
carved shield and it is really no more than a firm
outline to the shield. Secondly, even if one were to
accept the existence of a bordure, it cannot be Gilbert, Lord Talbot, who used a bordure engrailed
and, thirdly, it cannot be John Talbot, later earl of
Shrewsbury and Waterford, who always displayed
his claim to four baronies in a shield of four different quarters (Belesme: azure, a lion or and a bordure
gules; Talbot: gules, a lion and a bordure engrailed
or; Strange of Blackmere: argent, two lions passant
gules; Furnival: argent, a bend between six martlets
gules). However Markham (1891-3, 285) identified
this coat as Fitzalan and he has been followed by all
subsequent writers. The earl of Arundel often quartered his shield with Warenne (checky or and azure)
in the second and third quarters, though his claim to
be earl of Surrey was disputed from 1410 onwards
by John Mowbray, earl marshal. Thomas Fitzalan
seems to have discontinued this quartering. It was
re-adopted when his descendent’s claim to the earldom of Surrey was recognised in 1433.
26.
Thomas Montagu, earl of Salisbury and
Lord `Montumer’, visited Rhodes where one of his
companions was pardoned for killing another man
(Malta, Codex 339, f. 221v).
27.
The alternative family identification is
Hallestowe. This was suggested by Richard Holmes
in Newton 1863, 666 and the heraldic coat is confirmed in Papworth, 1874, p. 482, citing Glover’s
Ordinary, and in Woodcock et al., 1996, II, 430,
citing Writhe’s Book IV, c. 1435, no. 176 and no.

905. The coat is `Paly argent and sable, on a chevron gules a crosslet or’. Markham (1891-3, 285)
discussed the rival claims of Hallestowe and `Cresson’, giving the opinion that as he could not see a
crosslet on the chevron, then the coat of arms should
be Cresson. Markham based the name Cresson upon
the occurrence of that name in J. Bosio [Histoire des
Chevaliers de l’Ordre de S. Iean de Hierusalem
(Rome, 1629)], rather than use Curson. Both Cresson and Curson are given in Papworth. Later writers
have vacillated over this shield and have given both
identifications for it.
28.
Pugh 1988.
29.
This opinion was expressed during the discussion of C. Markham’s paper to the Society of
Antiquaries: Markham 1891-3, 287.
30.
Luttrell1998, 169.
31.
The arms of John d’Arundel (quartered with
Maltravers) occur twice in the wall paintings in the
English chapel of St. George within the south-east
tower of the upper town (`collachium’) at Rhodes.
Of the 13 shields (datable to the period 1415-21)
which occur at this chapel, the only coats of arms
also found at Bodrum are the Hospitallers, the royal
arms of England and Grey of Codnor: A-M. Kasdagli 2008, 85-6.
32.
Luttrell 1998, 170.
33.
Dull, Luttrell and Keen 1991, 182-3.
34.
Markham 1891-3, 286.
35.
Butler 2002, 119-120.
36.
Holmes in Newton 1863, 666, based solely
on Pullan’s drawings.
37.
Markham 1891-3, 285.
38.
Holmes in Newton 1863, 666; Oliver 1908,
87: “English of Suffolk”; Luttrell 1998, 171: “Ingloss of Suffolk”.
39.
Markham 1891-3, 285; he was followed by
Markham 1904, and by King 1926, King 1934 and
King & Luke 1967.
40.
Luttrell 1998, 171.
41.
Woodcock et al. 1996, II, 4-5.
42.
Holmes 1863, 666; Markham 1891-3, 286;
King 1926. Pullan, both the Markhams and King all
visited Bodrum. Holmes (in the British Museum)
only annotated Pullan’s drawings.
43.
Woodcock et al. 1996, II, 4.
44.
The three versions are “Argent on a bend
Gules 3 lions rampant Or” Sir Launs Leir, Turcoplera (blazon conjectured){CRK 1460}; “Sable on
a bend Gules 3 lions rampant Sable” Launs Levell
Trecouler {CC 236, 448}; “Sable on a bend Or 3
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lions rampant Sable” Launcelyn, `Torcopler’ {XL
532}. The first blazon (in Cresswick’s Roll) is also
given as “Sable (sic for Argent) on a bend Gules 3
lions passant Sable” Sir Launs Leir, Turcoplere; the
second name might be read as Levi or Leni: Woodcock et al. 1996, II, 4-5.
45.
I am grateful to Dr. Simon Phillips for providing these dates for Launceleure’s period in office.
46.
Papworth 1874, 150; Chesshyre and Woodcock 1992, I, 267.
47.
The lieutenant-turcopoliers are: 1401 Richard Paule; 1422 Hugh Middleton; 1422 William
Tong; 1427 Robert Dangeus; 1433-34 William
Tong. I am grateful to Dr. Simon Phillips for this
information. No captain of Bodrum castle has been
recorded between the resignation of Peter Holt in
1414 and the appointment of Felipe de Santa Cruz
(1429-1433): Sarnowsky 2001, 668.
48.
Chesshyre and Woodcock 1992, I, 84, 216.
49.
Papworth 1874, 41; Chesshyre and Woodcock (1992, I, 82-3) give a similar coat with `three
bars gemelles’ attributed to Fitzosbern or to Ingloss/
Inglelose/ Hynggelose /Hyngylhouse. The grooved
bars carved on the shield at Bodrum may equally be
intended to show plain heraldic bars “as the arms
are three-dimensional with the pairs of bars representing the edges of each bar”. I am grateful to Mr.
Thomas Woodcock for this opinion.
50.
Chesshyre and Woodcock 1992, I, 67 {XF
257}. Foster (1904, 148, 254) gives a similar shield
for Sir Harry Inglose (1390-1451) of Dilham, Norfolk: `Gules, six barrulets Or, on a quarter Argent
five billets saltirewise Sable’. This occurs in an
early Tudor Book of Arms (Harleian MS 2169), but
it may well be copying a fifteenth-century original.
51.
Sarnowsky 2001, 663.
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“Drawings of Arms and Inscriptions at Rhodes, etc.
1853” [by R. Pullan, with pencil notes on the heraldry by Richard Holmes]
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Order of Saint John, Codex 339.
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