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Diary Dates 

Online Talk 

Post-graduate session 21 December  

Andrew Ferrara (Durham University) & Ryan Prescott (University of Hull).  
(See page 2) 

 

Annual CSG Conference, Newcastle upon Tyne 
20-23 April 2023 

Further details to follow 
 

Castle Studies Trust Seminar: Castle Studies: Present and Future 
Saturday, 10 June 2023 Winchester University (see Page 24) 

 

—

…………………………………… 
 

Proposal to increase membership rates 
The CSG Committee will be proposing an increase in our membership rates at 

the AGM that will take place at the next annual conference (Newcastle upon 

Tyne, April 2023). This will be the first increase since 2011. 

The big rise in inflation has already led to our printers making a 10% increase 

in the cost of the Journal that will be published at the end of this year. 

However, the main reason for the proposed increase is that our editor, Neil 

Guy, is retiring after producing the Journal (and its predecessors) for 27 years. 

Neil has devoted immense time and effort to producing this highly-rated 

publication including doing all the typesetting himself.  Tom McNeil will take 

over as editor from next year, however he is not able to carry out the 

typesetting.  The Committee has arranged to have this done by a commercial 

publishing company at a reasonable price but this will increase the cost of the 

Journal substantially above current income. Hence the need to increase 

membership rates, which provide 95% of CSG's income.  

The committee will propose an appropriate figure at the AGM in light of the 

economic situation at the time but a rise of £10 (11 euros) across all rates is 

the minimum that will be required to balance the books.  

Peter Purton (treasurer) on behalf of the CSG Committee 
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CSG Online Talks 
The final online talk will take place on Zoom on 21 December. To see out 2022 

we will have a pair of presentations from Andrew Ferrara (Durham University) 

and Ryan Prescott (University of Hull). They will be talking about their PhD 

research exploring Auckland Castle and castles in King Stephen’s reign 

respectively. As always tickets are free and we look forward to seeing you 

there, link here 

Dr. Karen Dempsey’s November talk has been rescheduled to January, with 

confirmation of the new date to follow via email. The change is necessary as 

the original date fell on a strike day. University staff are striking to demand “a 

meaningful pay rise to deal with the cost-of-living crisis as well as action to 

end the use of insecure contracts and deal with dangerously high workloads. 

Employers imposed a pay rise worth just 3% this year following over a decade 

of below inflation pay awards.”  

Our online talks would have fallen apart without additional work that 

researchers put into preparing and delivering them. So it is especially poignant 

that “On average, university staff do two days additional work unpaid per 

week, whilst a third of academic staff are on some form of temporary 

contract.” 

With that in mind we reiterate our thanks to all of our speakers, especially Dr. 

Dan Spencer, Prof. Richard Oram, and Dr. Kate Buchanan who gave excellent 

talks since the last newsletter. 

Richard Nevell 

…………………………………… 
 

Burgen und Schlösser 

Issue 63/3 of Burgen und Schlösser contains feature articles by Cord 

Meckseper on French influence on castle-building between Trier and Cologne 

after Philip Augustus; Konrad Ottenheyn on interpretations of the Roman 

'limes' from the 16th century; Peter Haupt on metal detectorists and castles; 

Benjamin Rudolph on Brandenfels (Hesse); and Annegret Plontke-Luning on 

landscape paintings at Molsdorf. English summaries provided. Anyone 

interested in any of the above is invited as always to contact 

treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk to arrange copying. 

 

 

Screengrab from Dr 
Kate Buchanan’s Oc-
tober talk ‘Social 
‘Hubs’ of Angus? 
Castles as 15th & 
16th century Social 
Centres’  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/csg-december-event-date-tbc-tickets-475546541507
mailto:treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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Castleknock Castle in Dublin reopens following 
Conservation and Restoration 

Daniel Tietzsch-Tyler and Brian Hodkinson 

 

After a period of conservation 

and restoration work during 

which it was closed to visitors, 

one of Ireland’s earliest and 

least known castles is once again 

accessible by appointment. The 

castle stands in the grounds of St 

Vincent’s Castleknock College, a 

secondary school on the north 

side of the River Liffey at the 

western end of Dublin’s Phoenix 

Park. The authors visited the 

castle in August 2022. 

Castleknock features one of only 

three polygonal great towers 

built in Ireland and is the 

earliest and perhaps the model 

for the other two, at Athlone, 

Co. Westmeath (commenced in 

1210) and Shanid, Co. Limerick 

(commenced sometime between 

1190 and 1215). The castle is 

treated to a short paragraph in Harold Leask’s book, Irish Castles and 

Castellated Houses (2nd edition, 1944, p. 43) but gets no mention in Tom 

McNeill’s book, Castles in Ireland (1997), and just two short sentences in 

David Sweetman’s book, The Medieval Castles of Ireland (1999). It does, 

however get a more detailed discussion in Tadhg O’Keeffe’s recent book, 

Ireland Encastellated AD 950-1550 (2021, pp. 130-5). 

The castle was built by Hugh Tyrel, a Herefordshire knight with French roots in 

Picardy, bordering the north of Normandy. He came to Ireland in 1171 with 

Hugh I de Lacy as part of King Henry II’s invading army. Henry granted de Lacy 

the lordship of Meath and in 1172 de Lacy regranted Tyrel the barony of 

Castleknock in return for the military service of three knights, to be used 

primarily for the defence of Dublin (Brooks 1933, 211-216). The grant included 

the area of Phoenix Park which Tyrel later granted to the Knights Hospitaller, 

who had established their Dublin preceptory and Irish headquarters at 

Kilmainham on the opposite bank of the Liffey in 1174. Construction of the 

masonry castle may have begun soon after the grant was made in 1172. 

Alternatively, it may have replaced earlier timber structures some time after 

Henry II regranted the barony to Tyrel in 1177, this time as a royal fief, with 

the knights’ service being henceforth owing to Henry and to his son John, then 

newly-invested as lord of Ireland. 

 

 

Fig. 1. Castleknock 
Castle from the 
South-east 
©Laurel Lodged, 
Wikimedia Com-
mons, 2021). 
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A prehistoric inauguration and assembly site 

Listed as a motte and bailey castle by the National Monuments Service (NMS; 

ref. DU017-012001) the masonry castle actually occupies the top of a small 

oval natural hill aligned southwest-northeast. Tradition has it that this hill and 

another 250 metres to the west known as Windmill Hill, which together form 

the eastern termination of the great Eiscir Riada routeway across the Irish 

midlands, are both significant pre-Christian grave sites. They stand on the 

edge of a plateau overlooking the River Liffey 500 metres to the south and 40 

metres below. 

The castle hill’s slopes have been sculpted into a bivallate rampart, the two 

encircling pairs of ditches and banks probably dating back to at least the end 

of the first millennium. The upper ditch is 5 metres wide and 3 metres deep, 

and the lower is 10 metres wide and 4.5 metres deep. The ditches are lost in 

later reworking southeast of the summit. The levelled summit, measuring 30 

metres by 25 metres and standing 18.5 metres above the surrounding country, 

was a royal seat and 

assembly site. The low 

mound at its northeast 

end, on which a great 

tower stands, was used 

for inaugurations in the 

first millennium (Herity 

1993, 143-4; Ball 1920, 

5-7). The summit was 

almost certainly 

modified by the Anglo-

Normans when they 

established the castle 

on the hill. Currently 

the site of the 

cemetery for the 

school’s Vincentian 

priests, it was 

originally enclosed in 

an irregularly polygonal 

curtain to define a 

bailey attached to the 

great tower that 

dominates it (Fig. 2). 

 

The bailey 

The curtain around the summit of the hill, minus its lost parapet, stands 2.6 

metres above the bailey floor but twice that on the exterior where the lower 

half revets the levelled hilltop. Only about half the curtain remains, on the 

north and west sides, its eastern end terminating against the north-northwest 

face of the tower. What survives comprises 8-10 straight segments of masonry, 

lengths of about 9 metres alternating with shorter lengths varying between 

 

 

Fig. 2. Castleknock 
Castle. Top: loca-
tion map. Bottom: 
plan of the castle 
today in black on a 
bivallate first mil-
lennium assembly 
and inauguration 
site. The full ex-
tent of the great 
tower and the pos-
sible extent of the 
bailey are unshad-
ed. The suggested 
line of the residen-
tial façade in Fran-
cis Place’s 1698 
view is shown by 
dashed lines. The 
well is just left of 
the great tower. 

©D. Tietzsch-Tyler 
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about 3.5 metres and about 6.5 metres (T.J. Westropp, quoted in Ball 1920, 3-

5). On the south and east sides of the hill the curtain has been entirely lost 

along with that side of the summit platform. The overall trajectory of the 

curtain suggests that the bailey was probably sub-circular, the great tower 

interrupting and projecting only very slightly outside its north-eastern face. 

The exterior of the curtain is difficult to reach because of the steep seven 

metre rise from the inner ditch, which is heavily overgrown with trees and 

under-growth. Much of the curtain is ivy-clad and the facing stonework of the 

base batter has for the most part been quarried away (Fig. 3), and there are 

no flanking towers on the surviving curtain. The curtain can be seen without so 

much vegetation in Castleknock Castle Dublin (2020), a YouTube video made 

by Itsmyireland. Internally, the facing stonework has been completely 

quarried away. 

The curtain exhibits only three minor features. A rectangular latrine chute 

outlet occurs just above the external base batter midway along the surviving 

curtain. This may correspond to a blind round-headed recess in the interior 

face of the curtain that is fully rendered in modern cement. The base of an 

internal buttress or perhaps of the end of a wall about one metre square 

projects into the bailey near the southern end of the curtain. At the eastern 

end of the curtain, close to where it joins the great tower, there is an 

embrasure of which only the eastern side survives. It had an arched vault that 

sloped down towards the interior of the bailey. The NMS description (ref. 

DU017-012002), written before the recent conservation works, describes a 

straight seam between curtain and tower indicative of two phases. O’Keeffe 

(2021, 130) argues for contemporaneity between the two, but aerial views in 

Castleknock College (2021), a YouTube video made by St Vincent’s 

Castleknock College students, do appear to show a clear seam between the 

curtain and the tower. 

 

 

Fig. 3. Part of the 
surviving north cur-
tain of the bailey, 
its base-batter 
robbed of facing 
stonework, and the 
great tower above 
©Laurel Lodged, 
(Wikimedia Com-
mons, 2021). 

https://youtu.be/i1L3ZdwCBIA
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The great tower 

The choice of a polygonal great tower is 

unusual at a time when rectangular towers 

such as those at nearby Maynooth and de 

Courcy’s Carrickfergus in Ulster, or occasional 

more complex variations on these such as de 

Lacy’s Trim,  were the norm and the more 

fashionable cylindrical great tower had not yet 

arrived in Britain and Ireland. Depending on 

when he began construction, Tyrel is most 

likely to have modelled his great tower on 

those Henry II was building in England at this 

time, at Orford (1165-73, far more elaborate 

with its nine faces interrupted by three 

substantial rectangular projecting turrets), at 

Chilham (1171-74, octagonal with a 

rectangular projecting spiral stair turret) and 

at Tickhill (1178-82, octagonal with short, 

slender buttresses at each angle). He may not 

have seen any of these himself, but he would 

certainly have known about them. This is 

particularly true after 1177, when Henry 

became Tyrel’s direct overlord for 

Castleknock, and a royal master mason might 

even have been employed to build at such an 

important site. 

Only three full faces and two part-faces of the 

north western third of the great tower still 

stand, from which it appears to have been 

dodecahedral when complete (Fig. 4). What 

remains stands to just under 10 metres high, 

representing three storeys internally, and 

would have had face-to-face dimensions of 

approximately 14.5 metres externally and 

about 10 metres internally. Photographs 

available on the Internet show the rather 

crude reinforced concrete intervention made before 2000 to stabilise the 

tower’s surviving fabric (Fig. 5). Comparison with photographs taken on the 

authors’ recent visit illustrates the significant amount of restoration and 

refacing as well as stabilisation that was carried out in the course of the most 

recent conservation works. 

Antiquarian views of the castle by Gabriel Beranger drawn from 1765 or 

perhaps a few years earlier show the great tower had already reached its 

present state of ruin by the middle of the eighteenth century (Fig. 9). They 

illustrate a vast gap in the west-facing masonry (towards the bailey), about 3 

metres wide at the base, 2 metres wide at the top and rising half-way up the 

tower. To stabilise the remains, a steel-reinforced concrete slab was inserted 

 

 

Fig. 4. Plans of the 
three storeys of Cas-
tleknock great tow-
er, lowest at the 
bottom. Colours rep-
resent surviving ma-
sonry, grey tones 
represent conjectur-
al elements. 1. Sur-
viving original ma-
sonry in the first and 
second storeys. 2. 
Masonry lost through 
collapse and/or dis-
mantling and remov-
al since 1700. 3. Sur-
viving original ma-
sonry in the third 
storey. 4. Conjectur-
al reconstruction of 
masonry shown sur-
viving in Gabriel 
Beranger’s mid to 
late-eighteenth cen-
tury drawings. 5. 
Twentieth-century 
concrete infill. 6. 
New masonry added 
during 2021 conser-
vation works. Scale 
is to some degree 
approximate but 
aims to be as close 
to true as possible. 

©D. Tietzsch-Tyler 
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below the top of the gap in the last century, and spaces above it and beneath 

it on the north side were filled in with concrete, leaving a two-storey 

rectangular opening through the wall on the south side. The recent 

conservation and restoration works have seen the erection of two triangular 

buttresses to support the southern end of the tower’s remaining façade, the 

refacing of the walls where stone had been robbed, both inside and outside, 

and the recreation of a second-storey entry in the historic gap. 

A reconstructed entry 

The dominant feature of the tower as restored is the west-facing, second-

storey entry facing the bailey. The interior half of the entry passage has a 

restored barrel vault that leaves exposed five courses of the original voussoirs 

springing from the original stone face of the south wall (Fig. 6). The exterior 

half of the passage remains capped by the steel-reinforced concrete slab. The 

north wall of the passage is completely reconstructed, with 30 centimetres of 

new stonework added onto the concrete face that was there before. A narrow, 

rectangular opening about one metre high by two-thirds of a metre wide at 

the top of the twentieth-century concrete face has been projected out to 

occupy an oddly inaccessible position half-way up the new face of the 

passage. Photographs from twenty years ago show that the floor of the 

passage is entirely new, built up during restoration, the current passage 

representing a narrowed upper half of the gap that previously extended all the 

way down (Fig. 5). 

 

On the interior west face, above and offset slightly to the north of the 

reconstructed entry, there is a flat-lintelled doorway from the upper chamber 

into a small chamber within the wall (Fig. 7). The reconstructed threshold of 

the doorway, which is in a refaced part of the wall, appears to be several 

stone courses below its original level. Though not directly accessible, several 

features within the thickness of the wall beyond the doorway can be 

discerned. The mural chamber has a shallow rebate on the north side for a 

door and is a little less than one metre deep and the same wide. The south 

 

 

Fig. 5. The exteri-
or of Castleknock 
great tower. Left: 
photographed in 
August 2000 
(image courtesy of 
the National In-
ventory of Archi-
tectural Heritage). 

Right: photo-
graphed in August 
2022.  

©D. Tietzsch-Tyler 
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side of the chamber opens onto the first steps of a spiral stairs that ascends 

clockwise either to the former roof and battlements of the tower or to a 

missing higher storey. Several steps up, the spiral stairs is illuminated by a 

short narrow window in a splayed embrasure. The stairwell overlaps the north 

side of the reconstructed entry passage. 

A matter of interpretation 

The original stonework in the south wall of the reconstructed second-storey 

entry passage reveals a number of features unaccounted for in the recent 

reconstruction. Broken original stonework towards the exterior projects into 

the upper half of the reconstructed passage. Three courses of stones at its 

centre are cut to form an obtuse angle with the south wall and appear to be 

the south side of a splayed embrasure, presumably for a short light similar to 

the one almost directly above that lights the spiral stairwell (Fig. 6). The 

roughly-broken stonework below the embrasure is an extension of the rubble 

fill behind the face of the tower; the stonework above the embrasure is 

certainly not an extension of the barrel vault at the inner end of the 

reconstructed passage. It appears that the vaulted entry from the second-

storey chamber led not to an external entry but into an embrasure lit by the 

newly-identified window. The rough surfaces of the lower courses of stone in 

the south face of the reconstructed passage further suggest that the floor of 

the embrasure was several courses higher than as reconstructed. If this 

interpretation is correct, entry into the tower must have been elsewhere, in 

one of the tower’s missing southern or south-eastern faces. 

The concrete fill on the exterior of the tower extends to about a metre above 

the concrete slab that caps the reconstructed entry, and about a metre to the 

north of the reconstructed passage below it. Above the concrete fill, the face 

of the tower projects outwards in a shallow polygonal buttress about 20 

centimetres deep that clasps the angle north of the reconstructed entry and 

 

 

Fig. 6. The recon-
structed entrance 
passage into Castle-
knock great tower. 
Left: exterior view 
showing the rem-
nants of the splayed 
window on the near-
right (south) face. 
Right: interior view 
showing the rem-
nants of the splayed 
window in the cen-
tre at the far end of 
the passage. 

©D. Tietzsch-Tyler 
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extends across half of the faces on either side. O’Keeffe (p. 132) describes 

this as a pilaster whereas the NMS decribes it as a machicolation. Because the 

projection extends part way across the reconstructed entry, and thus 

overhangs it, O’Keeffe contends there must have been a forebuilding around 

the entry below it. On the other hand, if the original entry was not here but 

elsewhere, as appears to be the case, it is likely that the projection extended 

all the way down to the ground. It would be logical to expect this buttress to 

correspond to the location of spiral stairs, but in fact the spiral stairwell 

overlaps and extends beyond the southern edge of the buttress. 

The upper chamber 

Internally there are a two other 

features of note at third-storey 

level. Close to the midpoint of the 

north face, two faces clockwise from 

the doorway into the stairwell, is 

another doorway of which only the 

west jamb and part of a flat lintel 

survive (Fig. 7.). The east side of the 

doorway and inner face of the wall 

east of it have fallen away to reveal 

a mural passage roofed with flat 

slabs (supported now by a steel 

beam). Opposite the doorway there 

is the splayed embrasure for another 

short window, which can be seen on 

the exterior of the tower. The 

continuation of the passage to the 

east has been lost with the collapse 

of that side of the tower, but it may 

have led to a latrine chamber that 

discharged outside the castle 

perimeter. There is a return on the 

surviving wall of the passage just 

east of the doorway from the central chamber, suggesting there may have 

been another door within the passage between the door from the main 

chamber and the latrine chamber. Within the wall to the west, the passage 

steps down into what T.J. Westropp, quoted in Ball (1920, 4), described as a 

stepped passage ’with curving steps‘. The high rectangular opening in the 

north wall of the reconstructed entry passage is probably what remains of the 

original entry into the mural passage from the embrasure with the splayed 

window off the second-storey chamber. 

 The second feature is an incomplete curved recess at the angle between the 

two internal faces immediately south of the doorway from the stairwell. 

Towards the top of the face broken stonework projects out in what must have 

been the hood for a fireplace, behind which is the lower end of the round-

flued chimney described by O’Keeffe (p. 133). 

 

 

 

Fig. 7. The interior 
of Castleknock great 
tower. Top: as 
viewed from below 
the summit.  

Bottom left: the 
west face showing 
the reconstructed 
entrance passage 
with remnants of the 
splayed window at 
the far end and the 
door above from the 
second-storey cham-
ber into the spiral 
stairwell.  

Bottom right: the 
north-northwest and 
north faces showing 
the mural passage 
with splayed window 
cut off by the re-
maining left jamb of 
the doorway from 
the third-storey 
chamber. The pas-
sage descends to the 
left to the recon-
structed entrance 
passage in the sec-
ond storey. 

©D. Tietzsch-Tyler 



 

10 

Antiquarian Images 

Any idea of the castle’s more complete appearance in the Middle Ages relies 

on a drawing made by Francis Place in 1698. It portrays the castle as it was 

before it had reached its present state of ruin in the mid-eighteenth century. 

As the basis for some of his interpretation of the castle, O’Keeffe (p. 130) 

reproduces in his book the well-known but simplified sketch of Place’s drawing 

made by Leask in the early twentieth century for his own book on Irish Castles. 

Low resolution images of the original drawing can be found on the Internet, 

the best in an article on Francis Place’s visit to Dublin at that time (Maher 

1932, Plate VII, top, facing p. 7). The original drawing is in the possession of 

the archives of Castleknock College but is currently unavailable as it is 

undergoing conservation, so the version illustrated here (Fig. 8) is that 

reproduced in Maher’s article. Place’s drawing, which in the original extends 

to the right to include Windmill Hill, depicts a much taller tower of four 

storeys complete with ruined battlements. He depicts a massive plinth with a 

bevel-topped inward offset below the second storey and a more discrete 

offset between the second and third storeys. There is no evidence for either 

offset in the original masonry surviving today, though it is possible that the 

lower offset has been lost where restoration has had to replace all the facing 

masonry 

Place also depicts a blind arcade on the façade at second-storey level, one 

arch in each face. Leask, in his sketch, added narrow loops to the centre of 

each recess but these are not found in Place’s original drawing. There is no 

evidence for the blind arcade in the surviving original masonry, but one should 

note that the façade in Place’s drawing is the southern and eastern one that is 

now lost. It is possible that the façade did step out as illustrated and was 

arcaded on these sides, but neither extend to the faces still standing. But 

why? Perhaps the more elaborately decorated façade overlooked the approach 

 

 

Fig. 8. ‘Castle-
knock, 3 miles from 
Dublin’ by Francis 
Place, drawn in 
1698, as reproduced 
in Maher, J., 1932, 
‘Francis Place in 
Dublin’. Top: full 
drawing. Bottom: 
enlargement of Cas-
tleknock Castle. 
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to the castle, just as it overlooks the avenue to the school today, and was 

intended to impress those approaching. More prosaically, the surviving 

northwestern arc of the façade might have been left plain because a hall and 

associated buildings ranged against the north curtain of the bailey and 

juxtaposing the tower were anticipated from the start. The arch at the centre 

of Place’s array may even be the second-storey entrance, having two socket 

holes beneath it that might once have supported an external timber stairs. 

Leask’s redrawing of Place also shows a narrowly-projecting parapet at the top 

of the tower, typical of something later medieval and suggesting that the 

fourth storey as drawn by Place was a later addition (cf. O’Keeffe, 133). 

However, Place’s original drawing shows not a parapet, but a series of holes. 

These look very like the sockets for a timber gallery or hourd which suggests 

that the fourth storey may be original. Apart from in the fourth storey, now 

lost, Place depicts little in the way of fenestration and this accords with what 

survives of the northwest quadrant. His view is from the southeast, so any 

fenestration would have to have been in the missing northeast quadrant of the 

tower—appropriately enough, opposite the third-storey fireplace. 

Accommodation in the bailey 

Place’s portrayal most notably depicts a ruinous two and three-storey range of 

buildings in the bailey (Fig. 8, bottom). Fifty years later this range had gone 

completely. It is shown with large rectangular windows and at one point a 

narrowly projecting crenellated parapet. The windows and the geometry of 

the crenellations suggest a later medieval early post-medieval date for these. 

O’Keeffe (p. 130) interprets the façade of the range as the lost southern front 

of the castle, but the full Place drawing is clearly viewed from the southeast 

and the façade faces the viewer, running either into the eastern edge of the 

tower as viewed, or just beyond the nearest angle there. It must have stood 

against or just in front of the surviving northern curtain, towards the rear of 

the view. The location of the latrine at the centre of the north curtain and 

past identification of a well in the acute angle between the tower and the 

north curtain lend some support to this view. 

The range is tallest adjacent to the tower, stepping down towards the west, 

with a wall (drawn in shadow) extending back from it above and beyond its 

western end. That wall looks very much like a crenellated parapet, perhaps 

the inner face of the surviving curtain at the west end of the bailey. Francis 

Place also depicts a lower stretch of ruinous wall below and in front of the 

tower, which O’Keeffe suggests is the forebuilding he envisages around the 

reconstructed tower entry. This is more likely to be an isolated short stretch 

of the now lost south curtain, without its parapet. 

A flanking turret and an outer bailey 

The eighteenth-century drawings by Gabriel Beranger show the great tower 

standing much as it did before the 20th-century intervention. He also depicted 

a ruined, rectangular construction projecting from the north side of the tower 

(Fig. 9). Its north face runs into the surviving curtain wall which is less than 

half the height of the projection. In Beranger’s views the structure features a 

ruinous opening in the east face and another lower down in the north face. 
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The latter seems to be at the same level as the latrine chute further round in 

the adjacent curtain, so could also be a latrine chute. 

This must be what Westropp described as ‘a little projecting turret [flanking] 

the north face of the bailey and of the keep’ with ‘a passage’ leading to it in 

the northeast angle of the bailey (Ball 1920, 4). The passage referred to is 

presumably the embrasure with the climbing vault at the east end of the north 

curtain beside the tower. Perhaps this originally led up to a latrine discharging 

from the opening below this point in Beranger’s drawings, and thus is a 

remnant of the turret. 

The north exterior of the tower is difficult to interpret on the ground today 

because it is so heavily overgrown, and only newly-pointed roughly-broken 

masonry can be seen on north-facing surfaces. However, the freshly-pointed 

south face of a wall can be seen projecting beyond the north face of the tower 

in the video made by Castleknock College. This is probably another remnant of 

the turret, projecting east as well as north of the great tower. 

The hilltop bailey overlooked by the great tower is small, probably with an 

original area of no more than about 700 square metres. By the seventeenth 

century perhaps a third of it would have been occupied by the residence in 

Place’s drawing. There is no evidence today for a second bailey at the foot of 

the hill as might be expected to accommodate all the structures necessary for 

the functioning of an important castle. However, Beranger’s drawings also 

depict a ruined wall running down the hill from the northeast angle of the 

turret. This could be one wing-wall connecting the great tower and bailey on 

the hilltop with a lost outer bailey, perhaps corresponding to the area where 

the original school buildings were constructed around 1800. 

Phased construction 

Below the north-northwest facing window from the mural passage, there are 

two square holes, one on either side, with another beside the pilaster in the 

adjacent west-northwest face (Fig. 5). These, taken together with several 

other features, raise the possibility that two phases of castle-building can be 

 

 

Fig. 9. ‘View of Cas-
tle-knock, 3 miles 
from Dublin’ by Ga-
briel Beranger, c. 
1780-1800, pub-
lished in Rambles 
thro’ the county of 
Dublin and some 
others in Ireland 
(image courtesy of 
the Royal Irish Acad-
emy). 
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discerned. From what remains of the tower, we know that the third storey was 

accessed from the storey below via a relatively simple mural stairs of straight 

segments that turn at the angles, whereas a more sophisticated spiral stairs 

connected the third storey to whatever was above. In addition, there appears 

to be a discontinuity between the great tower and the small adjoining turret. 

It is possible that the original tower was only two storeys high, something 

common enough in Ireland. Entry was presumably at second-storey level on 

the missing south side, with access to the lowest storey being via a trapdoor in 

the floor above. The mural stairs ascending from the embrasure at this level 

led to the original roof and battlements, the wall-walk of which corresponded 

to the floor of the third-storey mural passage. The 'putlog' holes could then be 

socket holes for a hourd at this level. 

The third storey might have been added in a second phase, more comfortable 

with a fireplace and with a mural passage where the earlier wall-walk was, 

perhaps leading to a latrine. A new spiral stairs gave access to the raised roof 

and battlements, and to Francis Place’s fourth storey in between. The bailey 

curtain and turret appear to be contemporary but later than the lower storeys 

of the tower. The vaulted passage at the east end of the north curtain possibly 

led to a latrine discharging where Beranger shows an opening above the batter 

at the foot of the turret, similar to the one in the curtain. The latrine 

suggested for the third storey may also have been in the turret, perhaps 

discharging at the foot of the east face where Beranger has another opening 

(Fig. 3). 

The interval between the first and second phases may have been quite short. 

Hugh Tyrel may well have began a masonry castle on such an important site, 

guarding the western approaches to Dublin, soon after he was granted 

Castleknock in 1172. He may have begun with a simple polygonal great tower 

of only two storeys, built over a couple of years or so on an already highly 

defensible multivallate hill. Tyrel could have raised the tower by another two 

storeys, moving the hourding up, not long after Henry II regranted the barony 

to him in 1177, to provide himself and his new overlord, the king, with a much 

more impressive fortress. He added a small turret to the north side of the 

tower to accommodate latrines for his improved accommodation, and at the 

same time he built the stone curtain around the inner bailey, probably 

replacing an earlier timber palisade. 

A note on Gabriel Beranger’s views 

Seven views of Castleknock Castle by Gabriel Beranger were found during the 

writing of this article. Six, two in the collections of the Royal Irish Academy 

(RIA) and four in the collections of the National Library of Ireland (NLI), can be 

viewed on the Internet (see below). The seventh was provided by Castleknock 

College. Four are near views of the castle and three show the castle in the 

distance beyond Windmill Hill. Two of the NLI drawings, one a near view and 

the other a distant view, are paired. The near views differ in some details, 

notably in the omission of the broken opening of the third-storey mural 

passage in three of them. All show the hill devoid of vegetation whereas early 

nineteenth century historians observed that the hill was then covered in tall 

trees (D’Alton, 554). The distant views show the tower surrounded by masonry 
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walls, which must be either a misrepresentation or more likely a 

romanticisation of distant tree-covered hillslopes. 

Acknowledgements 

This article could not have been completed at this time without the invaluable 

assistance of Carolyn Bright, Declan MacDevitt and Jack Hurley of Castleknock 

College, Jennifer Alexander of York Museums Trust, Christine Baker of Fingal 

County Council, Kieron Broderick of Magahy Broderick Associates, Dublin, 

Linda Downes of the Vincetian Community and Teresa McElhinney. 

References 

Ball, E.F., 1920. A History of County Dublin VI: Southern Fingal. Dublin: Royal 

Society of Antiquaries of Ireland. 

Beranger, G., 1765. ‘Castleknock, 3 M : From Dublin’ in: A Collection of 

Drawings of the Principal, Antique Buildings of Ireland. NLI PD 1958 TX 13. 

https://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000053506. 

Beranger, G., 1767-1778. ‘Castleknock & watch Tower’. NLI PD 2103 TX 1(A). 

https://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000146456. 

Beranger, G., 1768. ‘Castleknock Watch Tower, & Castle at a distance’ in: A 

Collection of Drawings of the Principal, Antique Buildings of Ireland. NLI PD 

1958 TX 32. https://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000053644. 

Beranger, G., ca. 1780-1800. ‘View of Castle-knock, 3 miles from Dublin’ in: 

Rambles thro’ the county of Dublin and some others in Ireland. RIA MS 3 C 

31/16. https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/zs269v46x. 

Beranger, G., ca. 1780-1800. ‘Another view of Castleknock with an [sic] 

mutilated tower on a hill at some distance [...]’ in: Rambles thro’ the county 

of Dublin and some others in Ireland. RIA MS 3 C 32/17. https://

repository.dri.ie/catalog/8049vr07q. 

Brooks, E. St J., The Grant of Castleknock to Hugh Tyrel. The Journal of the 

Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, 3, pp. 206-220. 

D’Alton, J., 1838. The history of the county of Dublin. Dublin: Hodges and 

Smith. 

Herity, M., 1993. Motes and Mounds at Royal Sites in Ireland. The Journal of 

the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, 123, pp. 127-151. 

Itsmyireland, 2020. Castleknock Castle Dublin. YouTube video available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1L3ZdwCBIA. 

Leask, H.G., 1944. Irish Castles and Castellated Houses (2nd edition). Dundalk: 

Dundalgen Press. 

Maher, J., 1932. Francis Place in Dublin. The Journal of the Royal Society of 

Antiquaries of Ireland, 2, pp. 1-14. 

O’Keeffe, T., 2021. Ireland Encastellated AD 950-1550. Dublin: Four Courts 

Press. 

St Vincent’s Castleknock College, 2021. Castleknock College. YouTube video 

available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27ZtE4UYMQk. 

 

 

https://catalogue.nli.ie/Record/vtls000053644


 

15 

Restoration works at Carlisle Castle 
Restoration works at 

Carlisle Castle have 

been completed includ-

ing the conservation 

work of late fifteenth-

century carvings, often 

referred to as the 

“prisoners’ carvings”. 

The carvings, which are 

over 300 in number, 

depict animals, reli-

gious iconography, and 

heraldry including 

emblems of the house 

of York. Sediment and 

water damage and built up of crusts of salt on the stonework that had to be 

removed by hand. As part of the project the roof has been repaired preventing 

ingress of water, improvements of drainage at ground level, and the keep has 

been repointed with lime-based mortar. 
 

…………………………………… 
 

Barnwell Castle 
For those members who 

attended the 2019 CSG 

conference in Northamp

-tonshire, you would 

have enjoyed a visit to 

Barnwell Castle. If you 

have deep pockets, you 

can now own it as 

Barnwell Manor, in 

which lands the castle 

stands, has recently 

gone on the market.  

The property includes the  grade II manor, 27 acres of gardens and grounds 

with  several associated buildings. The asking price is offers in excess of 

£4,750,000. Details of the sale listing can be found here. 

Barnwell Castle was built for Berengar le Moyne c.1266 during the Second 

Barons’ War (1264—1267). The internal buildings were demolished in the late 

seventeenth century and the materials sold and used elsewhere, but the 

gatehouse, corner towers and curtain wall survives ‘in a remarkably complete 

form’.  

Those who have seen the castle would know that several parts of the castle 

are in a poor condition and is in no surprise it is on Historic England’s Heritage 

at Risk Register. There is a five-year programme of conservation work being 

undertaken at the castle. The work includes vegetation clearance the initial 

phase of which has been completed.  

 

The NE tower of 
Barnwell Castle in 
2019 

©Therron Welstead 

The ‘Prisoners’ 
Carvings’ at Carlisle 
Castle 

©English Heritage 

https://search.savills.com/property-detail/gblhchlar220029
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Sandsfoot Castle 

Sandsfoot Castle, which stands near the cliff between Weymouth and Port-

land, in Dorset is at the centre of a ‘stand-off’ between Historic England and 

statutory bodies associated with the Jurassic Coast .  

In January 2021 two vertical cracks were found to have widened, as a result-

Weymouth Town Council closed the Scheduled Monument to the public and 

fenced it off.  As the site is right on the cliff edge, if nothing is done the po-

tential for catastrophic damage to the Henry VIII fortification in the not so dis-

tant future is highly likely. As visible from the picture above some of the cas-

tle has previously fallen over the cliff edge. 

Historic England wants the fortress preserved which may involve cliff stabiliza-

tion works. These would be high cost and would potentially detrimental to the 

Jurassic Coast, which is a Word Heritage Site. Currently the Council is collating 

technical and regulatory options from the relevant bodies to hopefully find a 

solution.  

Councillor Tony Ferrari  from the Town Council has said "I've genuinely never 

been in this type of situation before, where you have opposing regulatory bod-

ies. It's a difficult position."  

In 2012,  the site was re-opened to the public after Weymouth and Portland 

Borough Council  was granted almost £200,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund to 

make it safe for public access. 

  

 

Sandsfoot Castle, in 
2013 

©Colin Smith  

CC By-SA 2.0 
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Nottingham Castle 
On 21 November the 

Nottingham Castle 

Trust announced 

that the castle would 

be closing 18 months 

after a £30 million 

redevelopment. 

Whilst the footfall of 

visitors was far 

below the 300,000 

hoped for each year, 

it is the governance 

of the castle that 

has hit the 

headlines. The Trust 

has been accused of unfair dismissals, racism and bullying.  

Pavlos Kotsonis, Nottingham city council’s portfolio holder for leisure, culture 

and planning has  said “This is clearly a significant blow for the city and its 

visitor economy.”  He also has raised that the staff affected are being 

supported and the that the site and collections are being safeguarded.  “We 

will reopen the castle as soon as possible. Once we have a clearer picture 

from the liquidators, we will explore all available options together with our 

key partners the National Lottery Heritage Fund, Arts Council England and 

others to develop a fresh business model.” 

…………………………………… 

 

Killeen Castle Restoration 
On 24 October the final 

grant giving permission 

for restoration works to 

be undertaken at Killeen 

Castle in Co. Galway was 

signed off by the planning 

department of Galway 

County Council.  

Permission was given for 

the “restoration works of 

the tower house, a 

protected structure, 

known as Killeen Castle, 

including the remake of the roof and the battlements, the renovation of the 

interior of the tower house and the extensions and the associated site works, 

gross floor space of proposed works: 112 mq in the townland of Killeen.” 

The documents relation to the application can be found here.  

 

 

Nottingham Gate-
house in 2013 

©Immanuel Giel 
CC BY-SA 2.0 

Killeen Castle in 
2014  

©Mike Searle 
CC BY-SA 2.0 

http://gccapps.galwaycoco.ie/ViewExternalDocuments/?RefNo=2260166
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Burleigh Castle reopens to Public 

Burleigh Castle in Milnarthort 

near Kinross has reopened 

following inspections of the 

stonework by Historic 

Environment Scotland . 

Last year the site was closed 

due to concern over potential 

deterioration of masonry 

particularly at high levels. 

Only the sixteenth-century 

entrance front was 

accessible.   

The recent inspections means that much of the site can be revisited by the 

public. The first floor of the North Tower will remain closed as that is yet to 

be inspected.  

The castle was the historic seat of the Balfours of Burleigh for more than 250 

years. The remains date from the late 1400’s or early 1500’s and comprise a 

four-storey tower house and the remains of a later barmkin (defensive 

enclose) which was surrounded by outbuildings. The castle was adapted and 

expanded in the late 1500’s. The Balfours lost the land and castle in 1716. 
 

…………………………………… 
 

Conservation work at Crathes Castle  

Conservation work on 

the original painted 

ceiling at Crathes 

Castle, Aberdeenshire, 

has recently been 

completed. National 

Trust for Scotland, 

who owns the castle, 

received a £250,000 

repair grant in July 

from Historic Environ-

ment Scotland. 

The sixteenth-century tower house, built for the Burnett family is one of a few 

where the original decoration from the Scottish Renaissance remains intact. As 

part of the project samples of the paint were taken to gain a better 

understanding about its composition.  
 

…………………………………… 

 

Karen Dundas, a 
painting specialist 
who undertook the 
conservation work.  

©National Trust for 
Scotland 

Burleigh Castle from 
the south-west 

©G Laird 
(CC BY-SA 2.0) 
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Castle Study Trust Grants 

 

We are now open for our tenth round of grant applications. We fund/co-fund 

research projects in to castles of up to £10,000 including VAT. The closing 

date is Thursday 1 December. We fund excavations, building & geophysical 

surveys and scientific tests like dendro dating. To find out more go here:   

Many of this year’s projects have progressed really well with another one of 

last year’s ones (Caerlaverock) ones publishing its results:   

Shrewsbury, Shropshire:  

The excavations of 

the motte top and 

the two trenches 

outside the curtain 

wall just north of the 

postern gate took 

place back in July. To 

take a look at the 

preliminary findings 

see the CST blog. The 

final excavation 

report should be 

available at the turn 

of the year.  

 

Dating medieval towers in the hinterland of Medieval Chalkida, Greece:  

Stand-alone medieval 

towers, often part of 

castles or larger 

fortifications, are 

common in Central 

Greece. Often thought 

to have been built by 

the Frankish nobility 

during their period of 

dominance between 

1204—1470, there is 

minimal evidence to 

back this up. By taking 

wood and mortar 

samples, the project 

aims to answer that question. Applications to the Greek authorities to do the 

sampling were successful and the samples were being taken in mid-October 

and results known by early 2023. 

 

 

 

The team of the Da-
ting the Towers of 
Chilkida project  

Excavations on the 
motte top of 
Shrewsbury Castle. 

©Nigel Baker 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/Grants.html
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2022/08/01/what-did-they-find-on-top-of-shrewsburys-motte/
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Kilmacahill, Co. Westmeath:  

Geophysical survey of deserted medieval settlement close to Jamestown 

motte and bailey castle. The aim is to understand the morphology of 

settlement and its relationship with the castle and medieval monastery. Sadly, 

the conditions for doing the geophysical survey were not conducive so the 

project lead, Vicky McAllister, has switched to another site, Kilbixy and she is 

currently waiting for the landowner to grant access.  

Pontefract, West Yorkshire:  

Geophysical survey of the castle focusing on parts of the castle not previously 

explored by the excavations in the 1980s, especially around the northern 

ramparts. The geophysical survey took place during the week of May 9. You 

can see more here. The final report has just been submitted and is currently 

being reviewed by our expert assessors.  

Raby, Co Durham:  

The aim of the project is to improve 

the understanding of the castle in the 

medieval period, especially around 

1400 in the decades immediately after 

the licence to crenellate, with a 

buildings survey and development of a 

3D model. The survey has been done 

and they are busy finalising the final 

model. Due to the huge amount of data 

they need to process, the final model 

should be ready by Christmas.  

 

Updating 2021 Grant Awards 

Three of last year’s projects remain to be finalised following the publication 

of the results on the Greasley building survey project, which reveals what is 

left of what was once a very well-appointed castle behind modern farm 

building. More details can be found here.  

Caerlaverock, Dumfriesshire can also be added to the above list and you can 

see what they found here. 

Old Wick, Caithness: Dendrochronological assessment of timber at the Castle 

of Old Wick, Caithness thought to be one of the earliest stone castles in 

Scotland. Due to the wood not being oak but alder for which they have no 

records to be able to do dendro-dating, they are now using radio-carbon 

dating. This is less precise in dating terms but will give us a good indication of 

the wood’s age. Those dates have now been returned but final analysis/

writing up of the report is required before the dates can be published which is 

due by November. 

 

 

 

Drone survey in 
action at Raby 

©Durham 
Archaeological 
Services 

https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2022/05/08/revealing-the-hidden-stories-of-pontefract-castle/
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2022/04/25/greasley-castle-a-misunderstood-castle/
https://castlestudiestrust.org/blog/2022/09/04/so-what-did-happen-at-caerlaverock/
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Richmond, North Yorkshire: Co-funding a three-week excavation of Richmond 

Castle, one of the best preserved and least understood Norman castles in the 

UK. The aim was to understand better the remains of buildings and structures 

primarily along the eastern side of the bailey. The three-week excavation 

which took place in late July 2021 revealed some very interesting results 

showing the less glamorous side of castle life. The report is currently being 

finalised having been delayed by health issues of the project lead. 

2020 Grant Award Updates 

The Wirk, Orkney: Could the Wirk be a Norse castle? The survey work took 

place in 2020 and the excavations took place in June 2021. Excitingly, they 

have found that two samples contain material suitable for dating. Deposits 

either side of the main wall in the trench adjacent to the tower (trench 2) 

contained burnt grain. These layers appear to have been undisturbed during 

Clouston’s excavations in the 1930s. Those results have come back and have 

not helped us date the building as they were from the early middle ages.  The 

report is now final and awaiting publication.  

 

…………………………………… 
 

 

During archaeological excavations between 1961 and 1983 at Launceston 

Castle, Cornwall, 20 pieces of whale bone including vertebrae and rib 

sections. The bones have been dated between 1227—1337 when Henry III’s 

brother Richard, Earl of Cornwall (1209—72) and his successors held the castle. 
It is not known which species the bones found in the castle came from, nor if 

they came from the same animal or from several. Whale was a prized food 

stuff and was often referred to as the ‘king’s fish’ from the mid-eleventh 

century. Henry de Bracton writing in  thirteenth-century book De Legibus et 

Consuetudinibus Angliæ (Of the Laws and Customs of England) says that ‘The 
king owns the head of the whale, the queen owns the tail.’ 

The most intact of the whale vertebrae has recently gone on display in a new 

exhibition at the castle. The exhibition presents the history of Launceston 
Castle, bringing together a number of items found at the castle over the 

years. 

 

 

The whale bone and 
other exhibits that 
are on display at 
Launceston Castle.  

©English Heritage 
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On the Borders: 
The Mortimer History Society’s Essay Prize 2022 

 

The Mortimer History Society is proud to announce in 2022 the 

seventh round of its annual essay prize: 
 

This year, essays will be accepted on: 
 

Any aspect relating to the history, geopolitics, topography, laws, economy, society and culture of 
medieval borderlands including comparative studies, between 1066- 1542, or: 

Any aspect of the medieval Mortimer Family of Wigmore including its cadet branches and its im-
pact on the history and culture of the British Isles 
 

The prize: first prize £750, runner-up prize £300, third place £200 

 

The conditions: the essay must contain original research not published previously elsewhere and the prize is open to everyone 
who can meet the criteria. 

Chair of the judging panel: Emeritus Professor Chris Given-Wilson The closing date: essays must be submitted by 1st March 
2023. 

Publication: prizewinning essays will be published in The Mortimer History Society Journal as may other commended entries. 

For full details & conditions please visit: 
www.mortimerhistorysociety.org.uk/the-society/essay-prize 

http://www.mortimerhistorysociety.org.uk/the-society/essay-prize
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From the central hearth in the great hall, topped by a "louvre" where the smoke escapes, 

inherited from ancient uses, to the central hearth kitchen typical of princely or abbatial 

palaces of the fifteenth century, various organizations of the culinary space have been 

uncovered for decades. But they have been the subject of few syntheses for the medieval 

period. Peter Brears' book Cooking, and Dining, in Medieval England (Trowbridge, 2008), offers in 

this sense a stunning synthesis for England, which might be extended to other countries, as wall 

as updated with the results of survey and excavations. 

 

• 

 

•  

• 

 

•  

•  

•  
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Castle Studies Trust 

Castle Studies: Present and Future 

 

A seminar to celebrate ten years of the Castle Studies Trust 

Saturday, 10 June 2023, at the University of Winchester 

 

The Castle Studies Trust is a UK based charity founded in July 2012 to advance the study of and 

research into the history and archaeology of castles for public benefit. Its patrons are Dr John 

Goodall, FSA, and Dr Edward Impey, FSA.  Over the last ten years the Trust has funded ground-

breaking research into many castles in the United Kingdom, Ireland and further afield. 

This is an exciting time for castle studies and the Trust is organising a one-day seminar on the theme 

of ‘Present and future trends in Castle Studies’ which will feature keynote speakers (tbc’d), panel 

discussions and presentations of research papers. 

The Castle Studies Trust seeks submissions for 20-minute research papers for the symposium. Within 

the theme we welcome submissions on any topic exploring castle studies, particularly encouraging 

papers from current and ongoing projects. Areas to consider might be (but are not limited to): 

• Castles and the Environment 

• Gendering Castles 

• The Postcolonial Castle 

• Challenging Orthodoxy 

• Theory in Action 

 
Please send a 250 word abstract of your paper to Dr Katherine Weikert 

(Katherine.Weikert@winchester.ac.uk) and Dr Catriona Cooper (Catriona.Cooper@canterbury.ac.uk) 

by 16 January 2023. We particularly encourage scholars from traditionally underrepresented 

backgrounds to submit abstracts. 

The seminar will also feature poster presentations and proposals for posters should also be sent to 

Katherine and Catriona by the same closing date. 

The Symposium will be held on 10 June 2023 at the University of Winchester. The Castle Studies Trust 

relies entirely on public donations to fund our grants: we aim to support attendance and travel for 

early career, unemployed and under-waged scholars who are giving papers, but we hope it is 

appreciated this will be limited. 

mailto:h-Mouillebouche@wanadoo.fr

