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William Coxe,  Thomas Morrice  and
the Castles of Monmouthshire  -

An Accidental Excursion into
Monmouthshire

Jeremy Knight
In  August 1798, the historian and traveller
Revd. William Coxe (1747- 1828), vicar of
Bemerton, Wiltshire, (the poet George
Herbert’s old parish outside Salisbury), was
staying with his friend and patron Sir Richard
Colt Hoare (1758-1838)  at the latter’s house
at Stourhead in Wiltshire. The anniversary of
the death of Sir Richard’s wife was
approaching and this may have encouraged
the two to embark on ‘an accidental
excursion into Monmouthshire’. They stayed
with Colt Hoare’s friend James Green M.P.
at Llansantffraed outside Abergavenny, and
it was there that the three friends devised the
idea of a history of the county. When the two
volumes of Coxe’s  An Historical Tour of
Monmouthshire appeared in 1801, it was,
Coxe wrote in his dedication to Colt Hoare,
‘commenced in your company, written at
your suggestion and embellished by your
pencil’. It was also, he might have added,
funded by Colt Hoare’s considerable wealth.
(Coxe 1801, dedication).
  A panel of experts was enrolled to assist.
Coxe’s friend Thomas Leman (1751-1826)
advised on Roman remains, the pioneer (if
erratic) Celtic scholar William Owen Pughe
(1759-1835) on Welsh place names,1  a new
map of the county was commissioned from
Nathaniel Coltman, and a Cardiff  land
surveyor Thomas Morrice (1727-1812),
normally employed on the canals and tram
roads of the industrial revolution, provided
surveyed plans of towns, ancient earthworks
and castles. As a result, Coxe’s
Monmouthshire is one of the first historical
and archaeological works to be illustrated
with professionally surveyed ground plans of
hillforts, earthworks, and castles.

William Coxe, canon of Salisbury cathedral
from 1803, and archdeacon of Wiltshire  from
1805, was a documentary historian rather
than an antiquarian. His work on eighteenth-
century European history has been praised by
modern historians of the period. (Plumb
1966).2 However, whilst a careful and
accurate observer, his knowledge of
prehistory, or of medieval architecture, was
that of his time. Round-headed arches were
‘Saxon’ (or ‘pre-conquest’) or ‘Norman’.
Pointed arches were ‘gothic’ and later.
Michael Thompson has shown that the true
date of such ‘Saxon’ buildings was already
known, as demonstrated by Colt Hoare’s use
of the term for places such as Llanthony
Priory, whose origin was known from
documentary sources (Thompson 1983, 25,
233). However, the use of ‘pre-conquest’
suggests that some measure of ambiguity still

William Coxe (1747-1828). Engraving by W. T.
Fry, 1904, based on an original picture by Sir
W. Beechey, RA, drawn by J. Jackson, in ‘A
Historical Tour of Monmouthshire’ published by
Davies and Co., 1904.
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existed, at least among more traditional
historians. Coxe’s account of the lords of
Chepstow and the history of Chepstow castle
(Coxe 1801, Vol II, 375-378) covers much
the same ground as the modern Cadw guides.
He saw that the castle, whilst of Norman
origin, had been altered and added to at
different periods. He dismissed the idea that
the early Norman hall block (then ‘the
chapel’) was of Roman origin (‘Some
fanciful antiquaries have attributed the
construction of the castle to Julius Caesar’
Coxe 1801, 365) and recognised that the hall
was largely built of re-used materials (Coxe
1801, 365-391) but the comparative
architectural detail necessary to relate the
structural history of the castle to the
documentary evidence was not yet available.
The situation with rural earthwork castles was
even more fluid.
 Eighteenth-century travellers, educated in
the classics, often saw rural earthworks and
field monuments as relics of the Roman army.
The motte-and-bailey at Walterston (‘Coed y
Crusel’), on the Hereford side of the
Monmouth border, but surveyed by Morrice,
lay on the approximate line of the Roman
Abergavenny to Kenchester road. Coxe,
though he says nothing of the motte, thought
the semi-rectangular bailey to be Roman.
(Coxe 1801, 23 and plan). Indeed, it is
possible that the motte and inner ward were
superimposed on an earlier earthwork (fig. 1).
Similarly, discussing the castle mound built
by William II next to St Gwynllyw’s church
at Newport (‘Twyn Gwynllyw’), Coxe cited
the earlier opinion of Revd. William Harris
that it was ‘an arx speculatoria or watch
tower, which the Romans always constructed
near their camps’ (Harris 1773, 7; Coxe 1801
55).3 The name Twyn Gwynllyw
(’Gwynllyw’s mound’) follows an older folk
tradition which saw mottes as burial mounds.
At Trellech in Monmouthshire, the sundial
erected by Lady Magdalene Herbert in 1689

with sculptured representations of the
antiquities of the village shows the motte
(‘Magna Mole‘) with the caption O Quot Hic
Sepulti ‘Oh, How Many are Buried Here?.
Of the prominent motte of Twyn Barlwm on
its high ridgeway siting, Coxe, after
discussing theories of its origin and date,
concludes: ‘It might contain the ashes of
some valiant chief of the Silures, who fell in
defending his country against the Romans’
(Coxe 1802, 75-76 ).4

The Afterlife of Castles - Chepstow and
Monmouth
Most castles in Monmouthshire were already
ruinous in Elizabethan times, as the traveller
Thomas Churchyard, writing in 1588,
lamented:-

Most goodly towers, are bare and naked
last, / That cov’red were with timber and
good lead. /.. The shell of this, I meane
the walls without, / the worthie work, that
is so finely wrought../ the firme freestone,
that was so derely bought, / Makes men
lament, the loss of such a thing /.....To see
so strong, and stately worke decay’.
(Churchyard 1776, 54).

  Three castles were still maintained as seats
of power by the Somersets of Raglan, Earls
and Marquesses of Worcester and later
Dukes of Beaufort. Raglan was their main
seat; Monmouth the county and assize town
and Chepstow a port and gateway to the
county, whether by land or sea. Chepstow
was also important as the outlet for the supply
of Forest of Dean timber for the navy and for
Beaufort’s lucrative ironworks around
Tintern. Raglan and Monmouth castles were
both slighted at the end of the Civil War and
the Somersets removed across the Bristol
Channel to Badminton in Gloucestershire,
signalling their wider involvement in national
politics.
 During the First Civil war (1642-6),
Chepstow castle was held for the king, but
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surrendered to Parliament in October 1645
after a short siege, when the walls were
breached by two brass culverins and an iron
piece. During the Second Civil War (1648-
49) local royalists seized the castle in May
1648. Cromwell, on his way to put down a
rising in west Wales, left Colonel Ewer to
complete the siege. An attempt to storm the
castle gatehouse failed, with the loss of a
Major killed by a stone dropped from above.
Ewer ‘raised (razed) the battlements of their
towers with our great guns’, silenced the
castle’s artillery and bombarded the interior
with mortar fire. Finally, after a fortnight’s
siege, when the south curtain has been
breached ‘so low that a man may walk into it’
the castle was stormed (Knight 2005, 99, 125-6).
  The story of the earlier part of the period
between these events, when all three castles
stood siege, and the visits of Coxe and Colt
Hoare, when they appear in their new role as
subjects of antiquarian study is related to a
bitter post-war feud in the county. This was
between Henry Somerset, third Marquess of
Worcester, first Duke of Beaufort from 1682,
and a group of former Cromwellians. It was
rooted in opposition both to Somerset’s family
history of Catholicism and his felling of wood-
land in Wentwood Forest despite long estab-
lished rights of common, and owed more to
local than to national factors. It culminated at
the time of the so called ‘Popish Plot’ of
1678-79, when four Catholic priests were
executed in Usk, Cardiff and Hereford. Pre-
war Monmouthshire had probably the highest
proportion of Catholic recusants in England or
Wales, and though Henry Somerset was now a
Protestant, he was widely suspected of being a
‘crypto Papist’ and had many Catholic allies
and clients. These factors were to affect the post
war history of Chepstow and Monmouth castles.

Chepstow was used for state prisoners,
whether the Anglican divine Bishop Jeremy
Taylor under Cromwell; the regicide Henry
Marten at the Restoration; or the

nonconformist Nathan Rogers and other
former Cromwellians at the time of the
Monmouth Rising under James II. During the
Dutch Wars, many prisoners of war were held
there. (C.S.P.D Addenda 1660-1670, 364,
384 )  Following the 1648 siege, the southern
curtains were lowered in height and
thickened to resist gunfire, several towers
filled with earth and embrasures made for
cannon. The south curtain wall of the Lower
Bailey was rebuilt, backed by a substantial
earth rampart, revetted  by a stone wall, with
a gun port and a series of musket loops along
the parapet. These works can be related to
recorded expenditure of £300 in 1650 and
£500 in  1662 (C.S.P.D, 1649-50,  176, 308,
381; 1654, 53;1655 256; 1661-2, 490, 521,
Turner 2000, 20) 5

Under Cromwell, in times of crisis 400-500
locally recruited horse and foot could be
assembled at Chepstow to reinforce the
garrison and armed from the stores within the
castle, In the looming uncertainty of 1659,
the garrison was increased to 100. In 1660
Henry Somerset, son of the second Marquess
of Worcester, was appointed governor by the
new royalist government. There was a
proposal that the castle be demolished, but
Somerset wrote to Charles II that it was ‘the
key to the four adjoining Welsh counties...
(and) a bridle to the ill-affected, who abound
in those parts’. He offered to pay for a
reduced garrison of 60 men, with a Governor,
lieutenant and ensign, so putting the castle
under his direct control, though nominally
still a royal garrison (C.S.P.D. 1661-2 184,
73). Two muster rolls of ‘His Majesties
Garrison of Chepstow’ survive, from 1662
and 1664, listing 2 sergeants, 3 corporals, a
gunner, a drummer and 60 men. Somerset
himself acted as Captain or Governor, with a
Lieutenant Governor, Thomas Nansen in
1662, in actual command. There was still a
post-war nervousness and Nansen wrote to
Somerset in December 1661 that a former
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Fig. 2. The ‘Inside view of Chepstow, looking eastward’. From an engraving of the drawing
by Paul Sandby, 1777. A view of the  Lower Bailey with a view toward the main gatehouse.
At the time it was being used as a farmyard with (left) the glass factory and malt-house
buildings south of the Great Hall, from which extends the elaborate chimney.

Fig.1 Walterston, Hereford-
shire. Plan of the motte-and-
bailey, surveyed by Thomas
Morrice. (T. Morris del et
survd, Harding sc.). Coxe
Historical Tour in Mon-
mouthshire (1801). Coxe
thought the squarish bailey
might be Roman  (Coxe 1801,
23)
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parliamentarian living in Chepstow had
‘rebuilt and fortified a strong wall’ around
his house, originally part of the parliamentary
siege works, which commanded the south
face of the castle. (C.S.P.D. 1661-2, 184, 73).
   Two  inventories, of 1672 and 1679, list the
armaments of the castle in detail. In 1645 they
had included eighteen cannon and two
arquebuses (The True Informer, 22 Oct. 1645).
  The 1679 survey (Geear et al 2006, 230-34)
lists some 20 brass and iron guns in various
locations within the castle, plus two mortars
and thirteen‘ wall-pieces and murtheres’ out
of repair. Many were on ‘old decayed
carriages ’or ‘lying on the ground’, and
though still serviceable, were in a state of
neglect. There were also quantities of
muskets, pikes and even bundles of arrows,
many of which had clearly been there for
some time. The only surviving firearm from
Chepstow castle is a copper-alloy ‘pocket
dag’ or pistol of c. 1600, shaped like a
miniature cannon and now in the National
Museum of Wales (Redknap 1996).
   Henry Somerset had become third Marquess
of Worcester in 1667. At the time of the
Succession  Crisis over Charles II’s Catholic
brother and heir to the throne, James, and the
related Popish Plot, there were renewed
accusations of Papist sympathies against
Somerset, his Deputy Governor Captain
Frances Spaulding and  the  Chepstow garrison
(C.S.P.D. 1679-90, 20-21, 1683, 180). Later,
in 1685, following the Monmouth Rising,
James, now king, disbanded the Chepstow
garrison under Beaufort’s command and
replaced it with one of his own. Beaufort’s
indignant letter to Clarendon shows the
somewhat ambiguous role of the castle as a
royal garrison at this time :-

‘I am therefore no more to have
the command of my own house, or
the garrison in it, ....the main pur-
pose of the castle as a magazine for

armaments in the district would
cease to exist.... how ammunition
and stores could be .... continually
re-checked is not explained.... gun-
ners are necessary for so many
guns, of which many are my own
proper goods’ (quoted Durant
1973, 63).

Eventually, in 1690, after the fall of James II
Chepstow’s remaining guns were shipped to
Chester and thence to Ireland for service
against James in the Williamite War.
  The castle however remained occupied. On
his first visit in 1798, William Coxe met an
eighty-year-old lady who lived in the Lower
Bailey as a tenant of the Dukes of Beaufort.
She remembered two elderly former maids of
Henry Marten, who lived in the upper rooms
of the tower which now bears his name, with
Marten and his wife on the floor below. A
view by Paul Sandby of 1777,    (fig. 2), shows
a lively scene in the Lower Bailey. The view
is framed by the tower of the gate to the
Middle Ward (then used as a nailer’s
workshop) on the left and Marten’s Tower,
still roofed and with a now vanished gable, to
the right. Roger Bigod’s Great Hall had been
re-roofed as a glassworks, for the manufacture
of wine bottles (Turner 2000, 20-21). Smoke
issues from a chimney and a square tower-like
louvre with a pyramidal roof is behind it. The
scene is animated by the usual picturesque
figures, including cattle, perhaps artist’s
licence, and the walnut tree in the middle of
the ward, which survived until the 1950s, is
slender, but already well grown (Turner and
Johnson 2006, p. 211).
 The castle was already attracting many
visitors and by Coxe’s time there was a
display of decorated medieval tiles ‘orna-
mented with birds and flowers’ on a wall in
the Lower Bailey. (For similar tiles see Lewis
1999, nos. 44-50 and p. 232).  Sandby’s print
and Colt Hoare’s drawings in Coxe’s Tour
show what has been lost, particularly from
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the upper works of the castle. Marten’s Tower
still retained its roof and gabled upper storey,
and ‘no less than twenty four ancient chimneys’
remained, the main one, on ‘the inhabited
buildings’(Roger Bigod’s ‘Earls Chamber’)
handsomely decorated on the outside’. This can
be seen on the Sandby drawing (fig. 2). The
view of Marten’s Tower also shows the adja-
cent, now vanished, well-house - a circular
structure with a conical tiled roof, a well
chamber approached by a flight of steps, and a
lean-to porch. (Coxe 1801, 367 and plate oppo-
site). One can also see some of the lean-to
buildings against the interior of the curtain wall,
whose fireplaces remain visible. Morrice pro-
vided an excellent  surveyed plan of the castle,
together with internal elevations of the walls of
the early hall block, and a view of its ‘Saxon’
doorway, with details of its chip carving.
Monmouth Castle had a different but related

post-medieval history. Speed’s plan shows an
inner ward with a circular great tower similar
to e.g. Skenfrith or Caldicot and a hall com-
plex, comprising a  twelfth-century hall-keep,
with an early-thirteenth-century great hall at
right angles (fig. 3). The great tower was
demolished. In December 1647 the congrega-
tion at nearby St. Mary’s Priory were startled
by a crash when ‘ye Tower of  ye castle of
Monmouth fell down upon one side whilst we
were at sermon’ (Pye Diary 22 Dec. 1647).
This was probably the hall-keep, one side of
which is missing. The great hall was retained
as the County Assize court, with accommoda-
tion for prisoners, until the Assizes were
moved into Great Castle House around 1700.
    Henry Somerset still had need for a power
centre of appropriate status in Monmouth,
particularly as he was no longer resident in
the county. In the new post-war world, the
conflicts within the county elite, fought out
during the Civil War, were now continued
in parliamentary elections, at times with files
of musketeers from Chepstow garrison
brought in to overawe electors. The answer

was Great Castle House, built within the
ward of the demolished castle, on the
approximate site of the Great Tower, in 1683.
  John Newman has described Great Castle
House as ‘A house of splendid swagger, outside
and in… intended for official and ceremonial
purposes by the Marquesses’ (Newman 2000
400-401).  Its baroque splendour includes lavish
plasterwork and it was clearly (to borrow a
phrase of Gibbon) intended for ostentation
rather than for use. Newman has suggested that
the ashlar of its facing was re-used from the
gatehouse of the castle, traditionally the birth-
place of Henry V. At first-floor level, above the
centrally-placed main door, is an appearance
window of similar size to the door below,
topped by an elaborate shell-shaped pediment
with three vase-like finials. Like its counterparts
in a number of medieval castles, it was designed
for Somerset to display himself to crowds gath-
ered in the castle yard at elections and similar
ceremonial events. By the time of Coxe’s visit
the house was a girl’s boarding school.
  Later, it served as the base for the county
Militia, of which the Duke of Beaufort was
Colonel (Kissack 1991). The Royal Monmouth-
shire Royal Engineers, the senior regiment of
the British army reserve, are still based in Great
Castle House, making Monmouth the last Welsh
castle still in military occupation (other than for
regimental museums). In the nineteenth century
the Regiment was known locally as ‘The Royal
Monmouthshire Militia (The Pope’s Own)’ due
to the many Roman Catholics in its ranks.
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Fig. 3. John Speed’s plan of Monmouth castle,
c. 1610. Detail from his map of Wales.
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Caerleon Castle
The large motte near the angle of the Roman
fortress walls at Caerleon had been
recognised as medieval since the time of the
Elizabethan traveller Thomas Churchyard:-

But chiefly for to note/ There is a castle
very old that may not be forgot/ It standeth
on a forced hill/ Not far from flowing
flood. (Churchyard 1776, 24)

 The castle occupied the area between the
walls of the Roman legionary fortress and the
river Usk. The motte was sited outside the
eastern angle of the fortress, just clear of its
ditch.  It overlies the ruins of an extra mural
bath building, the remains of which were
found under it in an exploratory tunnel, still
visible, in 1878 (Woollett 1878). The walled
area of the legionary fortress, containing the
medieval church and settlement, thus served
as a kind of outer bailey (fig. 4).
 The road running from the Roman and
medieval river bridge to the south-east gate
of the fortress must originally have skirted
the bailey to pass through the Roman Porta
Principalis, the main entry to the Roman
fortress. Later, it reverted to a direct line and
passed under the castle gatehouse on the line
of the present High Street. The gatehouse
survived until 1800, but during Coxe’s last
visit the remains were being taken down:- ‘In
the street leading from the bridge and near
the passage to the castle, are the remains of a
portal, which seems to have formed the
entrance of the castle works. Parts of a round
tower still remain, with a groove for a
portcullis, and a public house called the Gate
House marks is situation’ (Coxe 1801, 89).
Earlier, the road had passed beneath the arch
of the gateway. In 1849, John Edward Lee
wrote: ‘It is a singular fact that there are
persons now living at Caerleon who can
remember the main street of the town running
under the gateway of the castle, above which
was a room large enough to be inhabited’

(Lee 1849, 73-74, 1862, 134). The site is
marked on early editions of the Ordnance
Survey 25 inch map, as a ‘Roman Gate’.
(Bradney 1923, 188). Lee was uncertain
whether the gateway belonged with the
Roman walls or the medieval castle, but the
present High Street is not in the exact
position of the Porta Principalis and the
portcullis confirms that this was the medieval
castle gatehouse, not a surviving Roman
gateway (fig. 5).
  The south-east angle of the bailey is marked
by the early-thirteenth-century Hanbury
Arms Tower, next to the hotel of that name.
This, with its long arrow-loops similar to
those in the Garrison Tower of Usk Castle,
is usually attributed to William Marshal the
Elder, following his seizure of Caerleon in
the autumn of 1217, but, Neil Ludlow has
pointed out that this is merely a terminus post
quem and that an attribution to the younger
Marshals is possible, particularly since
Marshal would only have had time for one
building season before his death in 1219.
(Knight 1987, 79-80 and fig. 15. Ludlow
2018-19, 236). David Cathcart King, by a
wholly uncharacteristic error, in a lecture text
and relying on the evidence of early
engravings, suggested that the post-medieval
forced opening in the outer face of the tower
was a lateral postern like those at Pembroke
and Caldicot (King 1977, 165). The opening,
now with modern blocking, opened on to the
adjacent quay of what was, until the building
of the present Newport bridge, a busy port,
as surviving port books show. Until the
nineteenth century there was a weekly market
boat from this quay to Bristol and the tower
served for a while as the town’s post office.
It was probably breached to provide, along
with the adjacent two-storey range shown in
Colt Hoare’s 1800 drawing, storage space for
goods from the quay. A later illustration, of
c. 1838 by J. S. Prout shows the quay still in
use for small boats (figs. 6, 7).6
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ABOVE: Fig. 4. Caerleon castle (from Knight 1963).
BELOW: Fig. 5. Caerleon - Thomas Morrice’s plan of 1800, showing the areas of the Roman
legionary fortress and the castle. (Coxe 1801, 81).
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Fig. 6. Caerleon castle - Hanbury Arms Tower, drawn by T. Tudor for Sir Richard Colt
Hoare (Coxe 1801, 89), T. Tudor del., W(illiam).B(yrne 1743- 1805) dirext.
Fig. 7. Caerleon castle - Hanbury Arms Tower c. 1838 by J. S. Prout. An almost
identical version appears in his ‘Castles and  Abbeys of Monmouthshire’ (1838).
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  From the base of the motte, the foundations
of  a twin-towered gatehouse found in the
1830s and still visible, and a ‘mass of
masonry’ serving as the abutment of a
drawbridge across the ditch, led to stairs up
the mound to either a shell keep or a Great
Tower. Its precise form is unknown. It is
usually assumed to have been a shell keep,
on the basis of a survey of 1622, recording
‘there is a castle w’thin the towne of Carlion,
decayed and utterly ruinated’: ‘William
Thomas of Carlion, gent, holdeth the forsaid
castle of Carlion with a great round hill and
a fold thereunto adjoining, together with the
castle bailey and all the lands belonging to
the said round hill or castle’ ( Bradney 1933,
197). Another survey, of 1653 refers to the
‘castle....decayed and utterly ruinated..…with
a round hill, together with the castle bailey
and gardens’. (Gwent Archives D 4165/24-
copy of 1791). Both surveys are primarily
concerned with documenting  property rights
and though they mention the motte,  say little
of any structures on it. If the ‘fold thereunto
adjoining’ refers to the motte top, this might
imply a shell-keep, but Coxe’s description
might suggest something more substantial:
   ‘In the middle of this century’ (i.e. c. 1750)
‘the walls of the tower were not less than
forty foot in height, but they were loosened
by the severe effects of the frost in 1739 and
fell down in enormous fragments. Within
the memory of the oldest inhabitants were
.... a flight of stone steps’ (ascending the
mound). During my last excursion, some
massive foundations were discovered
towards the summit. The greater part..... was
sold to Mr Williams.… who had built a
house with the materials. The remains which
I observed were not less than twenty feet in
depth, ten in breadth, and thirty in
height….of large stones bedded in mortar’
(Coxe 1801, 88). Thomas, the son of a
Caerleon man, Walter Norman, who died at
an advanced age about 1762, told the vicar

of Caerleon that his father, as a boy, used to
‘mount the summit of the walls’, from which
he claimed (rather improbably) that he could
see the hills of Somerset.7 This might
suggest the possibility of a circular Great
Tower on the motte top, in the manner of
Longtown, as Bryan O’Neil once suggested
(O’Neil 1949, 135, but see Ludlow 2018-19,
267, n. 37). The motte was landscaped in
the nineteenth century, with a spiral
pathway to the top, which was surrounded
by a raised walk. It is now in a walled and
gated residence and difficult of access.
Surveying a County
Historically, the most important illustrations
to Coxe’s Tour in Monmouthshire are the
surveyed plans of the towns of the county,
showing individual houses and land divisions
in  urban landscapes which in many cases
have changed almost beyond recognition in
the intervening two hundred years. The
archaeological survey plans include a series
of Iron Age hillforts; twenty castles; the Civil
War earthworks at Penrhos outside Caerleon
and the remains of early ironstone mining at
Craig Y Garcud (‘the rock of the hidden fort’)
near Usk. The castles include three
earthworks, at Walterston (actually in
Herefordshire); Twyn Barlwm; and Rumney
Castle, along with Skenfrith, Grosmont,
White Castle, Chepstow, Caldicot, Newport,
Llangibby, Usk, Raglan, Abergavenny and
the ‘Wentwood’ castles of Penhow, Pencoed,
Llanvair Discoed and Striguil.
Twyn Barlwm. This massive castle mound
in its ridgeway setting at a height of 419
metres (at ST 242926) above Risca and
Cwmbran is a landmark over much of
southern Gwent, even visible in good
weather from parts of northern Cardiff (Fig.
8).  The mound is 45m in diameter and 8m
high. A low mound outside the lip of the
ditch on the bailey side may mark a bridge
abutment. It stands at one end of a large oval
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hilltop enclosure, often identified,
particularly from air views, as an Iron Age
hillfort. Seen on the ground, the square
sectioned rock cut ditch is quite unlike any
prehistoric work and almost certainly
medieval. It is also clearly unfinished. Not
only are there gaps in the rampart, as
Morrice shows, but some sections have only
a marking out bank and heaps of spoil from
ditch digging. It is an instructive example of
an unfinished castle earthwork. There is no
indication of date, but the remote upland
location recalls Gilbert de Clare’s Morlais
Castle of the early 1290s outside Merthyr
Tydfil. The name Twyn Barlwm ‘The mound
of the bubble’ probably refers to the
appearance of the large motte, as seen from
a distance, but it could almost describe this
ephemeral unfinished work in its waterless
uphill location. (Ray Howell  in Olding
2016, 44-45, 76-77).
Newport Castle. The ditches of Newport
Castle had been filled with spoil from the
digging of the adjacent Monmouthshire Canal
before Coxe arrived, but Morrice’s plan
shows the curtain walls around the three
landward sides before they were demolished
and the area of the bailey lost to urban
development (fig. 9). His plan confirms that
the impressive three-towered façade along the
river Usk, (where such defences were hardly
needed), was matched on the  landward sides
only by what one guidebook called ‘a
common wall, without any flank of defence’
 Newport castle had been moved from its
hilltop location next to St Gwynllwy’s church
to the crossing of the Usk by Hugh D’Audele
between 1327 and 1347. His daughter married
Ralph, Earl of Stafford (d. 1372), a founder
knight of the Order of the Garter, who took
little interest in the town. His son, Hugh, Earl
of Stafford, founded a house of Augustinian
Friars there, granted its burgesses a charter
and may have walled the town. He may have
continued to rebuild the castle, but in 1385,

after the murder of his son, he went on
pilgrimage to Jerusalem and died in Rhodes.
Thereafter there was a long period when
successive heirs were minors and the lordship
was in the hands of the crown (Knight 1991).
   This may explain the curiously unfinished
state of the castle. The exile and death of Hugh
Stafford may have halted work on the
unfinished castle, followed by frantic
emergency building in April – May 1405
during the Glyndŵr rising, with 36 masons
and with a large body of labourers working on
the ditches (Knight, 1991, 24). Earlier, over
1,000 ‘fishes called hakes’ were shipped to
Newport and Cardiff  ‘for the men-at-arms and
archers there’,  (Calendar of Patent Rolls
Henry IV, 1401-1405 , 296-7), part of a much
wider similar provisioning of Welsh castles
against Glyndŵr.  Had Stafford lived, a more
conventional and symmetrical fourteenth-
century castle might have emerged, with a
landward range mirroring the existing
riverward façade (Coxe 1801, 49, Morgan
1885, Knight 1991), (figs. 10, 11).
  Whilst many of the other castle plans are,
at first glance, similar to those in recent
guidebooks, closer scrutiny often shows
details now vanished or obscured. Thus the
plan of Usk Castle shows the South Tower,
now reduced to foundations, and usefully
depicts the Outer Ward in the area of the
present gardens and the outer hornwork to
the north (fig. 12). At Skenfrith the Buck plan
of 1739 shows a round-headed entrance arch,
with the windows of a first-floor chamber
above, the whole on the verge of collapse.
Coxe’s plan shows that these had gone, but
also hints that the gap had been widened to
allow access for carts or the like to extract
building material. Morrice’s plans are in
some cases (e.g. White Castle) sufficiently
detailed to show things like draw bar holes,
whilst his plans of Llanvair and Striguil
castles are valuable records of their plan and
state before two centuries of neglect.
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Fig. 8. Twyn Barlwm, Risca. Survey of the unfinished castle earthworks. Coxe thought the massive
motte could be the burial mound of a Silurian chief, who fell in battle against the Romans. Coxe
1801, 75. (T. Morrice survd et del, Harding sc)
Fig. 9. Newport Castle 1800. Plan by Thomas Morrice, Coxe 1801, 49. (T. Morrice suvd et del,
Harding sc).
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Fig. 10. Newport Castle - plan. (Knight 1991)
Fig. 11. Newport Castle - the buildings in the east range (Knight 1991, 32)
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  With Coxe’s Monmouthshire published, Colt
Hoare and his friends planned a similar
volume on Wiltshire, with Coxe as the
intended author.  He recommended a young
artist and surveyor employed by the Ordnance
Survey, Philip Crocker (1780-1840), whose
plans of earthworks in Ancient Wiltshire are
the successors of Thomas Morrice’s of Mon-
mouthshire sites. Coxe also introduced a
Heytesbury woollen merchant, William Cun-
nington (1754-1810) to Colt Hoare.
  Progress however was slow. Coxe, though he
sometimes indulged in barrow digging, was a
documentary historian, not an archaeologist.
He once wrote to Owen Pughe enquiring if
‘there was anything in the ancient Welsh
Chronicles that might say when Stonehenge
was built’. Monmouthshire lacked the wealth
of prehistoric sites of Salisbury Plain and
whereas Colt Hoare excavated Wiltshire
barrows ‘in the hope of meeting something
which might supersede conjecture’, Coxe, as a

clergyman, may have been constrained by the
Biblical account of Creation, with its implied
date of 4004 B.C.. After something of a crisis
meeting at Stourhead, Colt Hoare took over the
work. ‘Now we have got the business....out of
the hands of my friend Coxe’ he wrote to
Cunnington in 1804 ‘we shall go on ‘...more
rapidly’(Cunnington 1975, 63). Coxe continued
to write scholarly works on eighteenth-century
history until his death in 1828.
  These were translated into several European
languages and Napoleon took one volume on
campaign with him. Colt Hoare’s The
Ancient History of South Wiltshire was
published in 1812, with a companion volume
for North Wiltshire in 1821. These were very
different books to Coxe’s antiquarian tour of
Monmouthshire. Colt Hoare’s programme of
barrow excavations with Cunnington  laid,
as Richard Atkinson put it ‘the very
foundation of British prehistory’(Cunnington
1975, xiv).

Fig. 12. Usk Castle, survey by Thomas Morrice: Coxe 1801, 49. (T. Morrice suv’d et del. Harding
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Notes
1. The correspondence of Coxe and William

Owen Pughe, 1799-1802 is in Aberyst-
wyth, National Library of Wales, Mss
13222C and 13224B

2. J. H.  Plumb bracketed Coxe with Macaulay
and Samuel Johnson as the fathers of
modern biography and wrote ‘the works of
Archdeacon Coxe, a far too neglected
historian, mark the beginning of modern
historical biography’ Plumb ‘Thomas
Babington Macaulay’ in 1966,  284.

3. At the time, Iron Age hillforts were
generally thought to be Roman, Saxon or
‘Danish’. Harris considered them Roman
military works, but Coxe recognised that
some at least were earlier.

4.    The writer was assured more than once by
farmers in upland Gwent that the motte on
their land was the burial place of a ‘Roman
legion’.

5. Warrant to pay Lord Herbert of Raglan £500
on account of repairs to Chepstow Castle.
Some of these works may date from the
First Civil War. In 1662 fifteen iron cannon
were brought from Shrewsbury, but were
returned there  the following year (C.S.P.D
1661-2, 425).

6. October 1662 - Society of Antiquaries
Library, London Ms 390/1 (Wakeman Collec-
tion) March 1664 -National Library of Wales,
Bradney Papers, printed Bradney 1933, 17.
Alan Aberg discovered the Prout engraving
in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries. I
am deeply grateful to Julian Mitchell for
identifying the artist and informing me of a
near identical version in Prout’s Castles and
Abbeys of Monmouthshire  (1838).

7. For the Norman family see J. A. Bradney
History of Monmouthshire 3.2 Hundred of
Usk, 1923, 204. They were the ancestors of
Sir Arthur Evans, excavator of Knossos.

Illustrations
1.  Walterstone, Herefordshire Plan of the
motte and bailey, surveyed by Thomas Morrice.
(T. Morris del et surv’d, Harding sc.). Coxe
Historical Tour in Monmouthshire (1801). Coxe
thought the squarish bailey might be Roman
(Coxe 1801, 23)
2. Chepstow Castle - 1777. Paul Sandby.
Lower bailey with a view toward the main
gatehouse. At the time being used as a farmyard
with (left) the glass factory and malthouse
buildings south of the Great Hall, from which
extends the elaborate chimney.
3. Caerleon Castle (from Knight 1963)
4. Caerleon - Thomas Morrice’s plan of 1800,
showing the areas of the Roman legionary
fortress and the castle. (Coxe 1801, 81).
5. Caerleon Castle - Hanbury Arms Tower,
drawn by T. Tudor for Sir Richard Colt Hoare
(Coxe 1801, 89), T Tudor del., W(illiam). B(yrne
1743- 1805) (dirext).
6. Caerleon Castle - Hanbury Arms Tower
c. 1838 by J. S. Prout. An almost identical
version appears in his Castles and  Abbeys of
Monmouthshire (1838).
7. Twyn Barlwm, Risca. Survey of the
unfinished castle earthworks. Coxe thought the
massive motte  could be the burial mound of a
Silurian chief, who fell in battle against the
Romans. Coxe 1801, 75. (T. Morrice surv’d et
del, Harding sc).
8.  Newport Castle 1800. Plan by Thomas
Morrice, Coxe 1801, 49. ( T Morrice surv’d et
del, Harding sc).
9. Newport Castle - plan. (Knight 1991).
10. Newport Castle - the buildings in the east
range (Knight 1991, 32).
11. Usk Castle, survey by Thomas Morrice Coxe
1801, 49. ( T.Morrice suv’d et del. Harding sc )
Surv’d - surveyed;  del - drawn by (delineated);
dirext - directed (as head of workshop) Sc-engraved.
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