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Annual CSG Conference, Carmarthen
Thursday 21st April – Sunday 24th April 2022
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CSG Study Day
Berkeley Castle - May 19th
Welsh News - Caerphilly
11-13

The first study day of 2022 will be at Berkeley Castle in May. From 10.00-10.30
until 15.30/1600. The confirmed date is May 19th, when the castle is closed
to regular visitors. Members will be sent study notes in advance, and numbers
will be limited to 30. Apart from some family rooms, all areas of the castle will
be available to view. Members must book in advance. See website for details

Castles in Provence: Proposed CSG tour
English News - Warwick
14-16

2022 date TBC (possible 2nd half of September
(see page 2)

Annual CSG Conference, Carmarthen
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17-18
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18
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The sites will mainly be in the Pembrokeshire area and will be predominantly
those in private ownership, many of which we have never been to before as a
group. They will include visits to the following: Carmarthen Castle and town;
Northern Pembrokeshire: (Haverfordwest, Wiston, Newport, Nevern); Southern
Pembrokeshire (Narberth, Picton, Carew, Upton, Cresswell). It will also include
Penrice in the Gower peninsula. A final drop-off point will be Swansea Railway
Station for delegates catching return trains, and back to Carmarthen for car
drivers.
A conference application form is now available on the CSG website and
outlines the precautions still necessary, if applicable, for Covid 19. Any
members staying at the hotel and benefiting from the conference will do so
at their own risk. Present conditions allow for a maximum of 50 delegates,
and, as usual, bookings are on a first come, first served basis. As of writing
(Feb. 22) there are a few places available. The conference booking form (pdf
file) is available on the ‘Events’ page:
http://www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page3.html and below

New Books & Reviews
22-30

Chris Jones-Jenkins - Conference Organiser
csgconferenceorganiser@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk
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CSG Study Day at Snodhill Castle
July 2022 Date TBA
This Bulletin contains encouraging news of recent work and finds at Snodhill Castle, near Dorstone
(see pages 6-9). To examine and absorb the findings, and witness some active archaeology in progress
we are proposing an on-site study day, with Garry Crook, Chair of the Snodhill Castle Preservation
Trust, in July 2022, when students from the Universities of Manchester and Cardiff, together with
students from various American Universities, will be spending four weeks at Snodhill excavating a
number of trenches across the site.
The CSG first visited Snodhill formerly in 2016, (see CSGJ30, pp. 35-43). And as Garry has said, the
castle has completely changed from the overgrown wreck the CSG visited in 2016. It is now a carefully
restored and cared for monument with steadily increasing visitor numbers. This remarkable rescue
story is backed up by probably the most extensive excavations of any castle in decades that are revealing
the castle’s very interesting story. Please register your interest with the CSG Journal editor, as
attendees are strictly limited to 30 members. It will be a very busy place and members will need to
park in Dorstone (one mile) and be ferried in. Further details will be advised on the CSG website.

Castles in Provence: Proposed CSG tour in 2022 Update
Pamela Marshall and Richard Eales are pleased to report that there has been sufficient interest shown in
the proposed castles tour of Provence to say that it should be viable. Although dates have yet to be
confirmed, the proposal is that it will take place over 1 week during the second half of September.
Further work on the detailed itinerary is ongoing, but visits are planned to sites in the city of Avignon and
its environs, including: the Rhone Valley north of Avignon as far as Mornas; the Alpilles region and the
Durance valley to the south and east; the Rhone Valley to the south, including Tarascon-sur-Rhone and
Beaucaire, before moving on to Arles, Nîmes and their environs, and ending in the Camargue with highlights
at Saint-Gilles, Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer and Aigues-Mortes. In addition to castles, visits will include
palaces, walled cities, fortified bridges, Roman sites converted to medieval use, and some ecclesiastical
sites. There are airports at Avignon and Montpellier, although rail connections are also very good.
Participants need to be members of CSG, although new members are always welcome. Remember that
spouses and partners living at the same address can be added to the main member’s membership at very
little additional cost.
If you might be interested in taking part, or just hearing more and have not done so already, please
contact Pamela at p.marshall752@btinternet.com. Please copy Richard in at r.eales1@btinternet.com.
Pamela and Richard will be contacting those who have already expressed an interest in the next few weeks.
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Mortimer Society
Day Conferences
The Mortimer History Society has organised two one-day conferences this year that will be of interest to
CSG members who are very welcome to attend, (an effect of covid-related cancellations has meant that
two castle related events have ended up in the same year). Further details will be in the next CSG Bulletin
and on the MHS website www.mortimerhistorysociety.org.uk.
- Saturday 30th July, titled: How to Build a Castle. A special one-day conference exploring the construction
and development of Ludlow Castle. The speakers include Dr John R. Kenyon, Malcolm Hislop and Professor
Matthew Strickland. The venue will be the Ludlow Assembly Rooms for the talks with two site visits to
Ludlow Castle
- Saturday 8th October, titled: Castles Symposium: Castles of Wales and the Marches. The speakers include
Dr Jeremy Ashbee, Chris Jones-Jenkins, Dr Andy King and Dr John R. Kenyon.
Online Book launch 2nd March
The Mortimer History Society is pleased and proud that the
University of Hertfordshire Press has asked us to organise the
online launch on 2nd March of the new book by Dr Craig Owen
Jones: Princely Ambition: Ideology, castle building and landscape
in Gwynedd 1194 - 1283 (Zoom link below)
The book will be published on 14th February. The University of
Hertfordshire Press is kindly making available a 20% discount on
the cover price of £16.99 for orders placed on their website
between 14th February and 31st March. You can click here to
purchase your copy after 14th February (the system is not able to
take pre-publication orders). There is no charge for postage and
packaging.
Contact secretary@mortimerhistorysociety.org.uk for the Zoom link
Mar 2, 2022 07:00 PM (GMT) (please join from 6.45pm for a
prompt start at 7.00)
Meeting ID: 897 5200 9205
Passcode: 991283

Newark Castle - Nottinghamshire - Urgent Repairs ahead of major redevelopment

Fencing (not seen in the above image) put up to mitigate the current risks of visiting the castle,
is impacting on the castle’s operation, with weddings particularly affected, council documents
have stated. Now, Newark and Sherwood District Council plans to borrow £570,000 to fund the
urgent repairs - which is now approved. The other £10,000 will be used from a fund for the Castle
Gatehouse project, which was unveiled last month. (This will be dealt with in more detail in
the forthcoming CSG Journal). The total cost of all the work to be completed in the next ten
years is in the region of £955,000 the authority added. Currently all facilities at the castle are
3
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closed including the gatehouse, gate-passage, SW tower and the below hall vaulted undercroft.
The whole of the riverside facade is fenced off on both sides.
Dr Stuart Jennings, an academic adviser for the National Civil War Centre, told the Local
Democracy Reporting Service the repair works were necessary because otherwise Newark could
face losing its castle. said: “If you leave it as it is, the castle will continue to deteriorate and
eat money up over a period of time. You can’t leave a listed monument or it will cost you. “When
it is done well, people will come, as we have seen with the civil war centre.
“Quite a lot is dependent on how it is marketed, but it could be quite an investment for Newark
and Sherwood District Council. “For the council and for the population of Newark they are blessed
to have such a historic monument. It is a blessing and a responsibility.“The repair works have to
be done otherwise we will lose it. It’s a short-term cost for a long-term gain.”
Councillors will were asked to approve the funding for the project during the Finance and Policy
Committee meeting on Monday. It comes after the council received a recent condition survey
report last month which details work which needs urgent attention. Following the inspection of
the site, the council was advised to fence off the inner and outer walls until repairs can be
undertaken. Wooden walkways are also inaccessible.
Newark Council reports stated: “The ruinous nature of the castle remains bring significant
challenges. “The two main walls which run between the towers are exposed to the elements —
the inner facing of these would originally have been internal walls and so are particularly
susceptible to damage caused by vegetation growth, water ingress and cold, freezing conditions
in the winter. “It is proposed to add £570,000 to the capital programme to complete the urgent
repairs, to protect the legacy of the castle, to ensure the safety of the public visiting the site
and to enable the grounds and green space to remain accessible to the public.” Some repairs
will be made immediately while others will be made within five years, depending on the risks.
Other repairs will be scheduled for after 2026.
CSG Small Projects Grant
Each year grants totalling up to £1000 are available for castle-related research and excavation
undertaken by CSG members. Members are invited to send in proposals, which will be reviewed
by the Funding Committee. Applications will be considered on their merits and any funding will
be granted on a one-off basis. Applications should be sent to the CSG secretary by 31st October
for projects in the following year. Decisions will be agreed by 31st January of each year.
Successful applicants will be expected to submit a report on completion of the work, which may
be published in the CSG bulletin. The application form can be found here.
Burgen und Schlösser
Burgen und Schlösser no 4/2021 contains articles on the (now
disappeared) crusader castle of Ibelin (by Thomas Wozniak), new
dating for the bishop's castle of Arensburg (now Kuressaare,
Estonia) by Christofer Hermann, the excavation report by Kirsten
Hueser and Sonja Koenig on the East Frisian noble family of Tom
Brok's stone house near Aurich (Ostfriesland, Germany), and
Adina Christine Rauch's account of overlooked contributions to
castle studies by female writers of the 19th century. The texts
are in German but with good English summaries. If interested in
any of the above please contact Peter Purton:
treasurer@castlestudiesgroup.org.uk to arrange copying.
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St Briavel’s Castle - Update
Just over a year ago, part of the curtain wall of St Briavel’s Castle (Gloucestershire) collapsed (CSG bulletin
Vol. 33). The rebuilding of this section has been completed. The adjacent section is currently covered
with tarpaulin for winter until further stabilisation repair work is undertaken.

© English Heritage

Carlisle Castle
A conservation project has started at Carlisle Castle to prevent water damage within the castle keep at
both ground and roof level. The works include repairing parts of the roof and some of the structure’s
masonry, improving drainage and adding specialist heating to the roof to stop water seeping in. There
will also be conservation work on 15th century prisoner carvings inside the keep. The project is due to be
completed in the summer of this year.

Carlisle Castle. The keep from the east as seen from the SE angle of the walkway round the Inner Ward
5
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Snodhill Castle - Update
North Tower
In 2019, excavations revealed that Snodhill Castle had a very large tower on the north side of the inner
bailey, (15m x 13m). This tower had walls 3m to 4m thick, its own latrines and internal well. It appears
that it was intended to be independently defensible, effectively a second keep.

North Tower: overhead view latrines at top,
well bottom right ©Herefordshire Archaeology

North Tower basement entrance stairs and well
after excavation.

There are very few towers like this in British castles. Towers like this only exist at Cardigan, Wilton,
Montgomery, Helmsley and Chepstow castles. All of these towers, with the exception of Chepstow’s Marten’s
Tower, were their castle’s keep and Chepstow’s Marten’s Tower was definitely designed to be independently
defensible. Snodhill Castle appears to be unique amongst motte and bailey castles in having a tower like
this. Herefordshire Archaeology discovered that the north tower’s walls had survived up to 3m high and its
complete outline had also survived. This prompted the Trust, with Historic England’s advice and support,
to completely excavate the tower and conserve the tower’s remains and put them on display.
Through 2020 and into 2021 work continued and in early August 2021 the main work on the tower had been
completed.
The final work to enable the tower to be put on display, creating an access path and installing safety railings
and a steel staircase, will be completed in 2022. Then this pretty much unique tower will be accessible by
the public. Pottery found embedded in the original mortar of the tower walls has been dated to around 1400,
much later than everyone expected. This late date shows that the tower was built as part of major
strengthening of Snodhill Castle in response to the decree by King Henry IV on the 8th September 1403
demanding key castles be put into a state of defence in preparation for an attack by forces of Owain Glyndwr.
Left: The addition of the North Tower
appears to have been only one part of
the extensive works carried out at this
time. The south-east bastion appears
to have also been built around this
time as well as the thickening of the
Castle’s bailey cross wall. There is
definitely more to be discovered about
this period and the Trust hope that
this will happen over the next few
years.
The strengthening obviously worked as
Snodhill Castle survived this dangerous
period when so many other castles in
the area were destroyed and many
local churches and chapels damaged.
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The Trust are now calling the north tower the “North Keep”, and the 13 sided keep on the motte the “High
Keep”. In 2022 safety railings will be installed and access down into the tower’s interior created, something
like the mock up below.

Restoration of South Curtain Wall Defensive Bank
The excavation of the “North Keep” created 82 tons of spoil epically dug out by hand by Herefordshire
Archaeology. This spoil needed to be disposed of or put to good use. The south curtain walls had been
repaired in 2019 but the defensive bank below them had eroded over the centuries and exposed the walls’
foundations. The spoil from the “North Keep” excavations was used to restore the south defensive bank
with impressive results.

Snodhill High Keep
One of the great mysteries of Snodhill Castle is why it needed a second strongpoint when it had, throughout
its history, a substantial thirteen sided keep on top of its motte, (expensively and repeatedly repaired
over the centuries). In 2019, excavations exposed the remains of the keep’s spiral staircase and the decision
was made with Historic England to create two replica spiral staircase steps and place them over the remains
to both protect the original stonework and help explain the form and function of this part of the “High
Keep”. This work was completed in August 2021. In 2022, the Trust hopes to excavate the complete interior
of the “High Keep” to help display its very unusual structure.
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Left: Snodhill Castle
“High Keep” Spiral
Staircase consolidation and partial reconstruction. © Snodhill
Castle Preservation
Trust

University Excavations at Snodhill Castle
In July 2021, the Universities of Manchester and Cardiff, together with students from various American
Universities, spent four weeks at Snodhill excavating ten trenches across the site. As always with Snodhill,
a spade in the ground will always reveal surprises and mysteries and 2021 was no exception.

Drone aerial photograph of excavations in July 2021. View from the south. ©Aerial-Cam
Neolithic and Bronze age finds
One of the earliest discoveries in the trenches at the Castle assumed a west bailey was confirmation that the
hill the castle stands on had been occupied since Neolithic times, (worked crystal was found). Then three
pieces of material and an arrow head were
found, indicating occupation on through the
Bronze Age. It has long been suspected that the
hill, with its natural defensibility and vantage
point, was occupied long before the Normans
arrived and this has now been confirmed.
Great Hall “Buttress” found
The excavation behind the north keep revealed
what was at first thought to be a wall joining
on the back of the tower. Right at the end of
the excavations in July 2021, this turned out
to be a buttress or possible door feature. The
size of the feature suggests that it is associated
with the castle’s great hall which may survive
more completely than previously thought.
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Snodhill Chapel found

Chapel inner walls revealed July 2021.© Snodhill Castle Preservation Trust
The unusual “Snodhill Royal Free Chapel” has been lost since the 17th century. Recent excavations (2016
- 2019) had suggested the south-east bastion could possibly be the site of the chapel. In 2021, the Chapel
was confirmed with the discovery of inner walls, remains of a high-quality stone arch and decorated wall
plaster. The Trust will, with the support of the returning university students, hope to complete the Chapel’s
excavation in 2022 and then work to keep its remains on display. The discovery of the remains of an arch
in the Chapel excavation is interesting as an arch was shown in a drawing dated to 1800 (Inset).

Part of the arch found during excavations of
Snodhill Chapel site.

Above: Chapel wall
Preservation Trust

plaster

©

Snodhill

Left: Suggested reconstruction of arch ©
Herefordshire Archaeology
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Confirmation that the “Corbels” in Snodhill Court came from the Castle
Snodhill Court was built around 1650 and incorporates various features assumed to come from the Castle’s
demolition at this time. There are seven “corbels” in Snodhill Court. The excavation behind the North
Keep discovered a fragment of a corbel that exactly matches those incorporated into Snodhill Court. These
have been tentatively dated to around 1300 - 1330 and are possibly reused stone jambs of a door-surround.

Far left
Fragment of
“Corbel” found
in excavations
close to site of
Great Hall in
2021

Left: Corbel
used inside
Snodhill Court

2022 will be another remarkable year for Snodhill Castle and its Trust.
The north keep will, once the stair access into its basement and safety rails are installed, add considerably
to the Castle’s interest. The discovery of the lost chapel, possible great hall location and further works
on the “High Keep” will be the focus of excavations in 2022 and consolidation and display by the Trust in
the years after. The planned multi-year (2022 to 2025) University excavations will undoubtedly add
considerably to our understanding of this complex and unique castle. The Trust would like to thank Tim
Hoverd and all at Herefordshire Archaeology, for his, and their ongoing support, expertise and advice. A
report on the 2021 excavations will be published in 2022.
Garry Crook
Chair: Snodhill Castle Preservation Trust
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Caerphilly Castle development

Artist’s illustration of the main entrance to the castle, with proposed Cafe / Staff Welfare building (left)
and refurbished shop (right). ©Cadw/Purcell
A vision to transform Caerphilly Castle into a ‘world-class attraction’ by 2023 has been unveiled. The £5
million project will see the medieval monument undergo extensive conservation, renovation and
construction works.
Full plans were submitted on 14th December, 2021, marking the start of the ambitious programme of
works with conservation work to the Inner East gatehouse. In spring, 2022, further development work will
begin, including construction of a new visitor centre — as well as improvements to site access,
interpretation, and refurbishment to the Great Hall and Earl’s apartment area.
Gwilym Hughes, Head of Cadw, said: “We are thrilled to submit the ambitious plans for Caerphilly Castle,
which we are confident will transform the visitor experience at the site.
“While Caerphilly Castle is an internationally renowned monument, we recognise that first and foremost
it is a local asset. We hope that local people will support our plans to invest in the castle — which will in
turn boost the local economy.” As a scheduled monument, Caerphilly Castle is subject to the highest level
of heritage protection. Throughout these vital conservation works, Cadw said it was committed to ensuring
that the castle, which has stood since 1268, is protected for future generations and preserved with the
utmost care. Councillor Philippa Marsden, leader of Caerphilly Council, said: “We are pleased to be working
with Cadw on the castle enhancement works, and look forward to seeing the improvements proposed as
these plans take shape. The developments planned for the monument will further consolidate the castle
as a must-see attraction in Wales, encouraging more people to visit our wonderful town.”
Visitor Centre
To welcome visitors and improve capacity for volunteers, a new visitor centre will be constructed to
include a café, education space, and Cadw team offices. The existing castle gift shop will also get a
makeover, with a full refit planned for the space.
The new-build visitor centre will follow a low-carbon design and welcome winged friends and pollinators
to its new ‘green roof’. An air-source heat pump will be included to provide low carbon heating and cooling,
native wildflowers will be planted on the green roof to encourage biodiversity, and PV panels will be
designed and installed to provide an element of renewable energy. To tie these new visitor facilities
11
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Castle Visualisation of the Cafe Terrace ©Austin-Smith:Lord
together, the outer castle ward will be re-landscaped, ensuring smooth access for everyone who sets foot
inside the monument’s gates.
The Great Hall
The medieval Great Hall is set for transformative interpretation and conservation works to recreate the
medieval splendour that would once have been enjoyed by its historic residents. The historic spaces will
also undergo extensive conservation work to the back-of-house facilities, that will allow us to host a range
of exciting events in the future.
Access Paths Works
Building on the access path improvements completed in 2020, additional access paths and ramps will be
installed across the castle grounds.

Artist’s Impression of the birds-eye view of the Caerphilly Castle project. ©Cadw / Equinox
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Caerphilly Castle: View of the proposed works looking west with the new ramp in place. @ Cadw
Interpretation
Cadw’s largest ever investment into interpretation is coming to Caerphilly, as £1 million has been allocated
to develop a new interpretative scheme throughout the Castle. Telling the stories of the men and women
who called the Castle home throughout centuries past, the new interpretation will excite and intrigue
visitors of all ages.
Wildflower Garden
Thanks to BSG Ecology, a new wildflower garden will be planted in the Castle grounds. Encouraging
biodiversity, the wildflower garden will also provide a beautified green space for the enjoyment of all
visitors.
Bridge Works
Three of Caerphilly Castle’s iconic bridges will also benefit from the facilities improvement works, including
the main entrance bridge leading into the Castle from the town. More visitors will be able to enjoy the
site as paths are widened, allowing better access for wheelchair users.
Conservation
The Inner East Gatehouse will get a new roof, window repairs and re-pointing works to make sure the
building is watertight. This work was programmed to take place starting November 2021.
Contractors
Working with Caerphilly Council, Mace project management, Purcell Architects, Bright interpretation
designers, Mann Williams Engineers, Holloway Partnership M&E, Wessex Archaeology, BSG Ecology, and
Austin Smith Lord landscape architects, we have recently appointed John Weaver as the contractor for
the project set to begin this year.
Further details including dates for work commencement and any impact the works may have on visitor
experience will be released in the coming months.
Further Information
Please find below a link to the full details of the planning application from Cadw for all the new works at
Caerphilly. It lists all the plans and reports as 66 downloadable pdfs and images:
21/1216/LBC > Caerphilly Castle Castle Street Caerphilly CF8 (planning.org.uk)
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Warwick Castle set for £500,000 restoration project in 2022

Warwick Castle is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade 1 listed building and therefore requires constant
investment and upkeep for future generations to appreciate and enjoy. It is one of the region's most popular
tourist attractions, and will be at the centre of a £500,000 restoration project this year - 2022.

Warwick castle. Buildings on the motte top are mainly C18 eyecatchers, but the west wing walls to the
north and south descending from the motte contain much 12th century stonework. The south stretch of
wall (left) leads down to the Watergate (postern) Tower.
14
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Warwick Castle. The motte wing wall leading (part of the west curtain) south, down to the Watergate
Tower. Seen from the interior side of the courtyard.
A large-scale restoration to the fabric of the courtyard’s West Curtain, a 50m stone wall between the
Watergate Tower and the summit of the motte, Aethelflaed’s Mound, will be central to the project. Smaller
conservation projects, featuring the stable’s roof and sash windows in the main domestic block overlooking
the River Avon, will also be completed.
The castle and its 64 acres of grounds and gardens will remain open to the public during the works. Matt
Halford, head of facilities at Warwick Castle, said: "The 2022 works to the curtain wall will ensure this
iconic structure is faithfully restored and safely preserved for years to come. ‘Warwick Castle has over
1,100 years of history and maintaining the medieval structure for future generations to enjoy and learn
from is a vital part of why these restorations are undertaken. We have a dedicated team of specialists
that work year-round on maintaining the castle and we are exceptionally pleased to be able to continue
to preserve this incredible piece of English heritage”.
Specialist architects Rodney Melville & Partners will oversee the works and Treasure & Son, Ludlow, will
be the contractors. Treasure & Son, whose own history dates back over 250 years, are well known for their
restoration and conservation of historic buildings. The firm has worked with the castle for many years,
most recently completing the final phase of the South Front Restoration and Conservation programme.
Spanning a total of 38 years, the five-phase programme was completed in the spring of 2021. The 16-month,
£900,000 final phase involved full restoration of stonework on the iconic South Front, overlooking the
River Avon. This final project incorporated specialist conservation of stone masonry, lead work and window
repairs at the medieval castle. The full 38-year span of works, from 1978, which has included installation
of a new roof to the castle and restoration of its Mill and Engine House, cost around £25 million.
Staying as true as possible to the castle’s heritage, the stonework repairs were undertaken by eight
specialist masons and utilised more than 100 tons of White Hollington Sandstone, the nearest available
match to the original stone. (Dark creamy coloured sandstone from Hollington Quarry, Uttoxeter, Staffs).
More than 500 sqm of deteriorated stone wall were repaired and conserved, with large sections having to
be completely replaced. This winter, the castle is also undertaking restoration works on the Victorian-era
lilypond fountain in the much-loved Peacock Garden. An example of early concrete, which has deteriorated
15
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Antonio Canaletto, 1697–1768, Venetian painter, active in Britain (1746–55). The south front, Warwick
Castle, c.1748 to 1749 (detail). Oil on canvas, Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection, B1994.18.2.
The Watergate Tower at the base of the motte with its neo-gothic portico (1740s) leading into the tower.

Warwick Castle - from the south. Oil painting in the Great Hall, Warwick. It believed to be the earliest oil
painting of the castle dating to roughly 1700-1707. It is unclear who the figures are in the painting, but it
has been suggested it represents the visit of William III to the castle in 1695. The artist is as yet unknown.

over time, the fountain will be authentically restored by replacing the original mouldings with new
materials replicating the original forms.
The South Front project was part of a £2 million investment from Merlin Entertainments, the castle’s
owners, in the last five years. It is hoped the works will help to consolidate and preserve the landmark
for many years to come. This year’s CSG Journal (Dec. 2022) will include a full detailed survey and
architectural analysis of the little known Watergate Tower, a building that is contemporary with the
spectacular 1340-1390s East Front with its angle towers - Caesar’s and Guy’s, and the complex arrangement
of gatehouse and barbican.
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Castle Studies Trust

The CST has announced the award of six grants, totalling a record £34,000, covering both a wide geographic
area and a wide range of different types of research.
Dating Medieval Towers in the Hinterland of Medieval Chalkida, Greece

Stand-alone medieval towers, often part
of castles or larger fortifications, are
common in Central Greece. Often thought
to have been built by the Frankish nobility
during their period of dominance between
1204–1470, there is minimal evidence to
back this up. By taking wood and mortar
samples, the project aims to answer that
question.

Mytikas South Tower ©Andrew Blaker
Raby, Co Durham

The aim of the Raby project is to improve the understanding of the castle in the medieval period, especially
around 1400 in the decades immediately after the licence to crenellate, with a buildings survey and
development of a 3D model. Work is due to start in April, 2022.
Shrewsbury, Shropshire
To excavate the top of the motte of this
important Marcher castle to understand the
structural sequence and assess the
character and the status of the buildings
there. Specifically to identify the royal hall
known to be present during the Middle Ages.
The excavation is expected to take place in
the second half of July, 2022.

Shrewsbury Motte Top © Nigel Baker
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CST Grants
Kilmacahill, Co. Westmeath
Geophysical survey of deserted medieval settlement close to Jamestown motte and bailey castle. The aim
is to understand the morphology of settlement and its relationship with the castle and medieval monastery.
Pontefract, West Yorkshire

Geophysical survey of Pontefract castle focusing on parts of the castle not previously explored by the
excavations in the 1980s, especially around the northern ramparts.
Updates on previous CST grants can be found here.

In other news… Barnard Castle

Barnard Castle © T. Welstead
Despite lock down restrictions at the beginning of 2021, Barnard Castle (Co. Durham) saw its highest ever
number of visitors explore the site. 30,721 people visited the castle, which is in the care of English Heritage,
up 20% from 2019. The castle was in the spotlight following Dominic Cummings’, the Prime Minister’s
former aide, drive to the town in 2020.
Barnard Castle was far from the only English Heritage fortification that saw an increase in visitors.
Yarmouth Castle (Isle of Wight) one of Henry VIII's coastal fortresses - saw an increase of 22% compared
to 2019, and Pickering Castle was up 30%. The general increase at many of these sites is due to
‘staycations’. There are some sites however which were greatly affected by the drop in foreign tourism,
such as Dover Castle which saw a large drop in visitor numbers during 2021.
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The remains of a medieval tower discovered under Auckland Castle.
Archaeologists from Durham University also found coins from the reign of Henry VI and supports for a bridge
and entranceway to an earlier castle, dating back over a thousand years. The "exceptional" finds on the
lawns of the castle have been reburied to keep them preserved.
Professor Chris Gerrard from Durham University's Department of Archaeology said: "We were delighted to
find the striking steps of the tower, which have been remarkably well preserved. "We also discovered the
walls of the cellar, which includes the remaining of a ceiling, a barrel vault which would have curved over
the heads of those standing on the medieval floor beneath. "We conducted substantial research on the sections
found and were able to discover that the tower suffered a series of structural failures when the building had
to be repaired due to collapse or subsidence. "The fascinating thing about Auckland Castle is that, until recent
excavations, we didn’t know much about its medieval layout." The documentary sources are patchy for this
period, and we only begin to find images of the site from the late 1600s. Through this excavation we have
gained a huge amount of knowledge about the layout and extent of the medieval complex.
The University says it's one of the largest excavations of a bishop's house in Europe. According to historians, the
tower would have dominated the surrounding countryside and "could be seen for many a mile". It would have
given the household a grandstand view of the landscape out across bishop's park with its animals, fishponds,
woodland and rivers. In some ways, it's a real shame that once we've completed the excavation work, we have
to rebury them. But we have to balance the desire to show people the Castle's past alongside preserving the
town's history. Once we've gained all the information we can from having these amazing finds exposed, we need
to rebury them as if they remain exposed to the elements, the walls could start to collapse.
John Castling,
Archaeology and Social History Curator at The Auckland
Project
The excavations conducted by the team last year form part of a wider
project which previously exposed the lost late 13th century chapel of
Bishop Bec. See overleaf for a image gallery of finds and excavation
views, (Sept 2021) courtesy of CSG member Dr. David Mercer.

Above: The lost chapel.
Left: the steps and central wall of the tower
after the excavation Credit: Durham University
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Historic Environment Scotland

Threave Castle - Historic Environment Scotland.
Visitor access has been temporarily halted to eight historic Stewartry (Kirkcudbrightshire) sites due to
concerns over the state of their masonry. The affected properties are Threave Castle near Castle Douglas,
Dundrennan Abbey, Loch Doon Castle near Carsphairn, Orchardtown Tower near Palnackie, Maclellan’s
Castle in Kirkcudbright, Cardoness Castle in Gatehouse, Carsluith Castle and Sweetheart Abbey in New
Abbey. They are among a total of 13 sites across Dumfries and Galloway temporarily closed by Historic
Environment Scotland while condition surveys are carried out. The organisation fears the decay of the
properties is being accelerated by climate change. Director of conservation Dr David Mitchell said: “The
safety of staff, visitors and contractors is our top priority and access restrictions at 13 sites will
unfortunately be necessary. “We are currently assessing where partial access can be put in place at sites
where it is safe to do so and information will be posted to the HES website as it is available”.
“Our routine inspections are increasingly revealing the deterioration of building fabric at high level. While
our changing climate is not the sole reason for deterioration, it has certainly accelerated it and brought
the issue to a head. Historic properties are inherently fragile by their nature, often ruinous and standing
at exposed locations. “We face a constant battle against time and the elements.” Some of the sites – such
as Maclellan’s Castle and Sweetheart Abbey – have had restricted or no access since 2019. A tactile survey
programme will assess the impact of climate change and the scale of the deterioration caused by a number
of other factors, such as the materials, age and location of the buildings. It is anticipated that remedial
works could require significant investment over multiple years and, in some instances, require a different
management approach to be taken than before”.
Dr Mitchell added: “We are one of the first heritage bodies tackling this issue head on and the difficult
choices it will lead to but we are not alone. “Across the world, cultural heritage assets are seen as
barometers of change and they demonstrate the challenges for the historic environment and traditionally
constructed buildings in the face of a changing climate. “We are taking proactive action now to assess the
nature and scale of the immediate challenge and to explore a range of solutions and options.

Maclellan’s Castle
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Some New Books
Denis Hayot

Architecture fortifiée capétienne au XIIIe siècle
John Kenyon writes:
For those who are seriously involved in castle studies, and have a particular interest in French castles of
the 13th century, then a six-volume work currently being published will be of interest to you. The volumes
stem from the doctoral thesis of Denis Hayot, a young French castellologist, and co-organiser with Jean
Mesqui of the recent conference in Carcassonne which some CSG members attended. The volumes are
entitled Architecture Fortifiée Capétienne au XIIIe Siècle: un paradigme à l’échelle du royaume. There
will be one volume of synthesis and five volumes covering different areas of France. Volume two and four
are published, covering such areas as Normandy and the Ile de France. The publisher is Le Centre de
Castellologie de Bourgogne. I acquired my copies (around 39 euros including postage per volume) from
Librairie Archéologique, who handle my orders online very efficiently.

Northamptonshire Archaeology Vol. 41
The Archaeology of Medieval Northampton
The 2021 edition of the county journal, Volume 41, is a special edition
focussing on the medieval archaeology of Northampton. While published
in the journal series, it has also been given a book ISBN number so it
can be sold to the public as well as going to members and institutions.
Edited by Andy Chapman, this volume contains a series of articles that
examine: the archaeology of the pre-Conquest town, including the
Anglo-Saxon ‘Palaces’ east of St Peter's Church; Part 1 of an overview
of the history and archaeology of Northampton Castle, with separate
articles examining the pre-castle and castle archaeology uncovered in
2013 on the site of the new rail station; a major study of the location
of the medieval Jewry and synagogue; shorter articles and notes on
aspects of the archaeology of both the town and the broader county,
along with book reviews and a roundup of archaeological work in the
county 2018-20.
See Volume 41 (2021) for a full contents list and article summaries.
The volume is available from Northampton Archaeological Society, c/o 4 Oat Hill Drive, Northampton, NN3
5AL, or email NAS196674 @ gmail.com (remove spaces in email address). At 480 pages with numerous
colour and black & white illustrations, it costs £20.00, plus £4.00 p&p. Cheques made payable to
"Northamptonshire Archaeological Society" or email NAS196674 @ gmail.com (remove spaces in email
address) for details of payment by BACS. An order form is also available to download: Order Form
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For those who have always wanted a set of the W. St. John Hope volumes of Windsor Castle (full title
above), both volumes are available online at: https://archive.org/details/windsorcastlearc01hope and
https://archive.org/details/windsorcastlearc02hope
They are particularly good copies and the set of Paul Sandby colour prints within are superb (Book No. 418
of 1050 copies).The current cost of a complete set, including the folder with the plans is about £1000.00+

Paul Sandby (1831-1809). The Henry VIII Gateway and Salisbury Tower, from Castle Hill (Interior courtyard
side). Image courtesy of The Royal Collection Trust RCIN 923996. © Royal Collection Trust, H M Queen
Elizabeth II 2022.
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Book Reviews &
Forthcoming

Forgotten Castles of Wales and the
Marches
Author: Paul R. Davis
Publisher: Logaston Press
Paperback with flaps | 288 pages |
242 x 171 mm | 2011,
Colour illustrations.
Revised & extended edition
ISBN 9781910839522
Published; January 2022
Price: £15.99 + £2.00 post & packing
Reviewer: Neil Guy

This is a major revision to Paul’s earlier edition of Forgotten Castles of Wales (2011). It now becomes
‘The Forgotten Castles of Wales and the Marches’ (2022).
In the pages that follow a general introduction to the evolution of the castle (not confined just to Wales)
(1-56), some 65 ‘forgotten’ castles have been selected for inclusion in the gazetteer and the entries have
been arranged into six geographical areas. (West Wales; Glamorgan; Monmouthshire; Mid Wales and the
Southern Marches; the Middle Marches; North Wales; (an increase from the 53 sites in the earlier version).
There is also a section covering ‘Lesser Sites’. Each section is now prefaced by an attractive full-page
colour image: The Old Rectory at Angle for West Wales (18 pp); the rib-vault in the basement of the south
keep of Morlais for Glamorgan (53 pp); the surviving south-east corner tower at Llanfair Discoed for
Monmouthshire (30 pp); Urishay Castle for Mid Wales and the Southern Marches (44 pp); the surviving
stonework at Alberbury for the Middle Marches (41 pp); and Castell Cardochan for North Wales (21 pp);
this represents a progressive navigation from south to north.
Of the new additions, most are from the Marches area (Cheshire, Shropshire and Herefordshire) (although
some of the names sound Welsh):
England - The Marches: (17 new entries)
* Alberbury (9 miles west of Shrewsbury)
*+ Castle Bryn Amlwg (nr Clun)
*+ Caus (nr Westbury)
*+ Clifford (nr Hay on Wye)
* Huntington (nr Kington)
* Kilpeck (Herefordshire, (Lesser Site)
+Llancillo (Herefordshire)
+Lyonshall (nr Kington)
Mynydd-brith (nr Dorstone)
* Newcourt Tump (nr Bacton, Peterchurch)
*+ Richard’s Castle (nr Ludlow)
*+ Shotwick (nr Chester)
* Shrawadine (nr Montford, Shrop.) (Lesser Site)
* Snodhill (Peterchurch, (Lesser Site)
*+ Stapleton (nr Presteigne)
*+ Urishay (nr Peterchurch)
+ Wattlesborough (for aerial views see CSGJ35)

Caus Castle. A reconstruction, from p. 211 of ‘Forgotten
Castles’. © Paul Davis

* aerial views + new reconstruction drawings.
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Pennard castle. A new entry in the 2022 edition. Reconstruction of how Pennard may have looked
around 1300, with the 12th century hall standing in the courtyard. View from the East. © Paul Davis.
Wales: new entries (2 new entries)
Pen-yr-allt Castle (nr Cardigan)
Pennard (Gower Peninsula)
Kingston (new reconstruction - page 61)
Paul Davis suggests the total number of probable castles in Wales numbers 630 (p. 6) and approx. 277 in the
Marches (the three counties as mentioned above). But the Marches have no official borders. How far to the
east within these counties does the March stretch?
This new edition has 288 pages, an increase of 100 pages. The font moves away from TNR to Caslon 11 point
with 14.5 line spacing. It gives the pages a bright, fresher, cleaner look. Book quality (sewn bound, silk paper)
is a step up from the 2011 edition. One of the great virtues of Paul’s more recently published works are a
combination of high quality drone-based aerial views (41) coupled with a great many bird’s eye reconstruction
drawings, both colour and pen & ink line drawings (44). These are always well-researched. Most entries benefit
from both and some entries also show how the castle may have evolved, e.g. the four phases of Bryn Amlwg
(p. 216), Sully (p. 127) and Candleston (p. 84). Often a reconstruction and aerial view sharing the same page
can be highly instructive. It is not always possible to have both views compass-oriented in the same direction
- for example shooting photos into the sun is a problem, as is summer growth that hides many features only
seen in winter dieback; but that would be very helpful, as would a brief note in the captions as to the view
orientation - ‘a view from the SW’ etc. There are a number of outstanding reconstruction drawings of the larger,
more substantial ‘less forgotten’ sites - drawings and aerial views in which the author tends to lavish more
attention and pages: Morlais (107) (where the alignment of the reconstruction matches the plan); Penrice (116);
Llangybi (147) where the reconstruction has now acquired a renaissance parterre garden); Clifford (Hay-on-Wye)
(183); Caus (211); Lyonshall (230), and Shotwick (264). Many of the bird’s-eye view reconstructions for these
examples may surprise readers. Could Caus really have been so magnificent? Perhaps: see Earthwork,
geophysical and photogrammetric survey at www.castlestudiestrust.org/Caus-Castle.html
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Shotwick castle (p. 264). Bird’s-eye view reconstruction. View from the NE. © Paul Davis.
The author qualifies his reconstruction of Shotwick by using the word ‘speculative’, and so it is, but we do
benefit from a Randle Holme plan and sketch which is also published. The Holme drawing of Ruthin has proved
to be quite accurate, and there are C18 prints by Joseph Strutt; so there is no need to understate what might
have been there at Shotwick, although not a stone upon a stone is left there today. Wattlesborough was covered
in the CSG Journal 35 and the entry sees the keep reconstruction reproduced twice (frontispiece and p. 243).
The book also benefits from improved design, wider page margins around the images and a more relaxed page
layout. Each entry concludes with a shaded box giving clear details on location - how to get there (from obvious
first-hand knowledge) and access, although it should arguably give distance in miles rather than kilometres.
OS map references are included. These can be added to satnavs rather than post codes. Alternative text
further-reading references are also offered.
There are three pages of footnotes and two pages of Select Bibliography and Further Reading. The Index is
comprehensive. It is not just simply for names of persons and castle sites, but under the heading ‘castle’ it
contains 65 entries covering every castle architectural element or feature, type, category and design. Much
of this stems from the Introductory chapter, and whilst not deviating too much from the discussion set out in
the 2011 edition, this section incorporates much of the progress made in castle studies over the last few years.
Finally, the author makes a plea for some limited excavation/consolidation. He mentions that Cas Troggy,
Cefnllys, Llanfair Discoed, Newhouse and Painscastle are good candidates for exploratory work and reexcavations of Llanhilleth with modern techniques would gather more precise information than that unearthed
in the 1924 dig. Excavation would be highly desirable to clarify the structural development of some of these
key sites. Nevern castle is not mentioned directly as a separate entry in Forgotten Castles (see some references
to it in Castell Pen-Yr-Allt, 5 miles from Nevern); Nevern has undergone extensive recent excavation and is
now accessible to the public. It is, therefore, forgotten no longer. In the Welsh Marches the author notes that
Alberbury (List Entry 1020662) is a ‘neglected ruin with heavily overgrown and dangerously unstable walls. It
has been on the Heritage at Risk Register for a long time and [Historic England] have so far been unable to
progress negotiations to ensure its preservation’.
This quality publication is presented in a lively, attractive and accessible way. The author’s own illustrations,
drawings and aerial bird’s eye views are a great asset,and put an enhanced understanding of these buildings
into the reach of all castellologists both academic and enthusiasts.
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Shotwick Castle

Joseph Strutt 1749-1802: The remains of Shotwick castle. Probably after 1774. But printed posthumously
in 1838 by Charles Hulbert, in "Cheshire Antiquities, Roman, Baronial, and Monastic : being a
re-publication of genuine original copper plates, engraved by J. Strutt. With historical and illustrative
descriptions of the subjects of the engravings, and other venerable remains: including also, a reprint of
'The County Palatine of Chester,' by John Speed: an original memoir of that eminent historian, &c,
&c".Caution is needed as accounts suggests that the site was cleared of masonry in 1754, for sea defences.

Left: Plan of Shotwick from Joseph Strutt, 1774. And top right: Sketch and plan
of Shotwick by Randle Holme (1570-1665). There are discrepancies in the two
plans, and the entry in Forgotten Castles is based more on the Holmes plan after
an explanatory discussion. The Randle Holme sketch (Harley MSS 2073 f.111 &
2079) is similar to the Strutt engraving and taken from the same viewpoint. The
two plans can be partly reconciled if the Strutt plan is rotated clockwise 45
degrees (right), but still leaves the problem of the location of the twin-towered
entrance.. See P. Everson, ‘Delightfully surrounded with woods and ponds' field
evidence for medieval gardens in England' in P. Pattison (ed), 1998, ‘There by
Design 35-36 BAR 267, Oxford.
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The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Tenth Year of the Reign of
King Henry III Michaelmas 1226
General editor Paul Dryburgh and Louise J. Wilkinson
Edited by Lesley Boatwright and Eric Gallagher
TITLE DETAILS:

400 Pages
24.2 x 14.6 cm
5 Tables
Series: Publications of the Pipe Roll
Society New Series
Imprint: Pipe Roll Society

Boydell and Brewer
Hardcover
ISBN 9780901134820
To be published - May 2022
Available for PRE-ORDER
£60.00 / $80.00

From the Publisher: The pipe roll for Michaelmas 1226 is particularly informative as it preserves the accounts
for no fewer than twenty-nine English shrievalties, allowing us to analyse the collection of royal revenues
in fascinating detail.
This volume is the first edition of the Latin pipe roll for 10 Henry III (Michaelmas 1226). It will be invaluable
for historians of the reign of King Henry III and for historians interested in medieval royal finance and
administration. It is a particularly detailed roll, which preserves the accounts for no fewer than twenty-nine
English shrievalties, with only Rutland and Westmorland missing. In addition to these, this pipe roll includes
a number of other accounts, including those of Thomas of Cirencester for the earl of Devon's lands and
the king's manors in Devon, which will be useful to local historians. Although no new scutages were levied
in this accounting year, this pipe roll shows that arrears were still coming in from those of Montgomery
(1223) and Bedford (1224), with some particularly detailed entries relating to the honours of Boulogne and
Wallingford. The contents of this roll also allow historians interested in taxation and royal revenues to
trace the collection of the fifteenth on moveable property, which had been proposed in return for the
re-issue of Magna Carta in 1225. There is, similarly, interesting information relating to the business of
Hugh de Neville's forest eyre of 1224-5 for Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire /Derbyshire, Worcestershire
and Dorset, offering insights into the implementation of the Forest Charter. The contents of this pipe roll
also assist in studying the royal exchequer's continued attempts to recover large, outstanding debts from
barons, such as Warin de Munchensy, via a policy of consolidation and attermination.
Other business of potential interest to a range of scholars is covered in the pipe roll for 10 Henry III. The
staffing and maintenance of royal castles are mentioned regularly, and the roll's contents provide important
information about the keepers of royal castles in different counties, payments for crossbowmen in particular
locations, details relating to knight service and payments for repairs to castles, such as Bedford which
figured in Fawkes de Bréauté's revolt of 1224, and for building works at the Tower of London. Included
among other business outlined in this pipe roll are details of the money and equipment transported to
Portsmouth and Portchester for despatch to Gascony for the use of Richard, Henry III's brother, who had
recently been created count of Poitou, and for the defence of Gascony against Louis VIII.

The Deanery and Canons’ Houses at St George’s College Windsor: An Architectural History
John Crook (Editor) Publisher: Oxbow Books, Hardback; ISBN: 9781789258653 Publication: October 2022
Language: English; 240pp, H280 x W216 (mm) Colour. Status: Not yet published - advance orders taken;
Regular Price: £45.00 Special (pre-order) Price: £36.00
Details:
The College of St George at Windsor Castle was founded by Edward III in 1348 to support the newly created Order of the Garter,
and to this day fulfils the same primary purpose. The domestic buildings provided for the Warden, Canons and Priest-Vicars – now
the Deanery and Canons Cloister – are an astonishing survival: despite enlargement and alteration over the centuries, a significant
amount of the mid-fourteenth-century fabric survives, though often hidden from view. A recent programme of refurbishment and
conservation revealed much hitherto unknown evidence for the way the buildings were constructed, their fittings and decoration
and their subsequent evolution. The author maintained a continuous ‘watching brief’ throughout the refurbishment works, the
results of which are published here for the first time. The archaeological evidence is supplemented by the excellent survival of
documentation, both for the initial construction of the buildings and their subsequent development: we know the precise date of
each stage of construction, the cost and even the names of the workmen involved. The post-medieval history of the buildings is
also highly significant, and for this period we have the benefit of knowing more about the deans and canons who influenced the
ways their dwellings developed, and of a continued wealth of documentary evidence.
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Medieval Arms and Armour: a Sourcebook. Volume I
The Fourteenth Century
TITLE DETAILS:

352 Pages
17 x 24 cm
49 colour, 3 b/w illus.
Series: Armour and
Weapons
Imprint: Boydell Press

Medieval Arms and Armour: a Sourcebook. Volume I: The Fourteenth
Century
Ralph Moffat (ed)
Hardcover
ISBN 9781783276769
Due: February 2022
Price: £60.00 / $90.00

From the publisher: Authoritative reference guide, using the
documents in which arms and armour first appeared to explain and
define them. "A substantial and impressive piece of scholarship, one
that will serve scholars and enthusiasts of medieval arms and armour
very well indeed". Dr Robert W. Jones, Franklin and Marshall College.
Medieval arms and armour are intrinsically fascinating. From the smoke
and noise of the armourer's forge to the bloody violence of the
battlefield or the silken panoply of the tournament, weapons and
armour - and those who made and bore them - are woven into the fabric of medieval society. This sourcebook
will aid anyone who seeks to develop a deeper understanding by introducing and presenting the primary
sources in which these artefacts are first mentioned. Over a hundred original documents are transcribed and
translated, including wills and inventories, craft statutes, chronicle accounts, and challenges to single
combat. The book also includes an extensive glossary, lavishly illustrated with fifty-two images of extant
armour and weapons from the period, and contemporary artistic depictions from illuminated manuscripts
and other sources. This book will therefore be of interest to a wide audience, from the living history
practitioner, crafter, and martial artist, to students of literature, military history, art, and material culture.

Castles of Wales
Author: John Paul Davis
Imprint: Pen & Sword History
Series: Castles of...
Pages: 264
Illustrations: 25 black and
white illustrations
ISBN: 9781399018876
Published: 23rd Feb. 2022
Price: £20.00
J. P Davis’s ‘Castles of
England’ is also available.

From the Publisher: In 1277, Llywelyn ap
Gruffudd, Prince of Gwynedd, met with Edward
I of England in Aberconwy to finalise a treaty
that would change the fate of both nations. His
hand forced by Edward’s invasion earlier that
year, Llywelyn’s acceptance of the terms
confirmed not only short-term peace but also
that the rule of Wales would pass to Edward on
his death. To augment his rising dominance, the
English king embarked on a building project that
saw the rise of some of the most recognisable
fortresses in Europe. Quite literally, an ‘Iron
Ring’ of castles.

Even before the construction of Edward’s infamous ‘Iron Ring’, castles were by no means rare in Wales.
Both before and simultaneous to William the Conqueror’s establishment of timber and stone fortresses in
the south and borderlands, a process continued by many of his descendants, native structures also existed.
Though often more palatial than protective, such constructions proved decisive to the ongoing wars and
were often chosen as sites for future castles. Just as had been the case in England, the story of the castle
crosses many centuries. Many began as Roman forts, whereas others date from more modern times. While
many are now romantic ruins, others remain cherished family homes, if not hotels or museums.
By adopting an identical approach to that seen in Castles of England, the purpose of this book is to throw
light on the stories behind them. For as long as there have been castles in Wales, there have been mysteries
within their walls. Murders that remain unsolved, treasures unfound, prisoners left to rot in the darkest
pits and valiant warriors whose heroic deeds have become a cherished part of the Welsh identity.
From blood-soaked heroes to long-lost legends, despotic pirates to wailing hags, Castles of Wales offers
a fresh investigation into many of its fascinating fortresses. No country has more castles per square mile
than Wales. Even today, there are more than 200 to be enjoyed. Inspired by such a rich tapestry of tales,
this book provides an essential introduction to the nation many regard as ‘The Land of Castles’.
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The Archaeology of the Prussian Crusade
Holy War and Colonisation
Aleksander Pluskowski
Routledge
ISBN 9781032120355
512 Pages 89 B/W Illustrations
Price: £34.99 pb, £120.00 hb
Forthcoming - June 28, 2022. Available for pre-order.
Aleksander Pluskowski is Professor in Medieval Archaeology at the
University of Reading.
The Archaeology of the Prussian Crusade explores the archaeology and
material culture of the crusades against the Prussian tribes in the 13th
century, and the resulting society created by the Teutonic Order which
endured into the 16th century.
It provides an updated synthesis of the material culture of this unique,
hybrid society in the south-eastern Baltic region, encompassing the full
range of archaeological data, from standing buildings through to artefacts and ecofacts, integrated with
written and artistic sources. The work is sub-divided into broadly chronological themes, beginning with a
historical outline, then exploring the settlements, castles, towns and landscapes of the Teutonic Order’s
theocratic state, the character and tempo of religious transformation and concluding with the roles of the
reconstructed and ruined monuments of medieval Prussia in the modern world, particularly within the
context of Polish culture.
This remains the first work on the archaeology of medieval Prussia in any language, and is intended as a
comprehensive introduction to a period and area of growing interest. This book represents an important
contribution to promoting International awareness of the cultural heritage of the Baltic region, which has
been rapidly increasing over the last few decades.
Table of Contents : 1. Introduction; 2. Pre-Christian Prussia; 3. The ravages of holy war; 4. A land of red
castles; 5. From colonisation to urbanisation; 6. Converting Prussia; 7. From forest to field; 8. The end of
holy war; 9. Conclusion; Bibliography; Index.

Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Cambridge
College, Church and City
Editors: Gabriel Byng, Helen Lunnon
Routledge
ISBN 9781032156200
420 Pages
270 B/W Illustrations
Price: £34.99 pb, £120.00 hb
Available for pre-order. Item will ship after March 10, 2022
Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Cambridge explores the
archaeology, art, and architecture of Cambridge in the Middle Ages, a city
marked not only by its exceptional medieval university buildings but also by
remarkable parish churches, monastic architecture, and surviving glass,
books, and timber work. The chapters in this volume cover a broad array of medieval, and later, buildings
and objects in the city and its immediate surrounds, both from archaeological and thematic approaches. In
addition, a number of chapters reflect on the legacy and influence medieval art and architecture had on
the later city. Along with medieval colleges, chapels, and churches, buildings in villages outside the city
are discussed and analysed. The volume also provides detailed studies of some of the most important master
masons, glassmakers, and carpenters in the medieval city, as well as of patrons, building types, and
institutional development. Both objects and makers, patrons, and users are represented by its contents.
The volume sets the archaeological and art historical analysis in its socio-economic context; medieval
Cambridge was a city located on major trade routes and with complex social and institutional differences.
For Contents see: https://www.routledge.com/Medieval-Art-Architecture-and-Archaeology-in-CambridgeCollege-Church/Byng-Lunnon/p/book/9781032156200
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