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●

Edward King (1734/5 –1807) was an English barrister and writer. His best-known works were on castles and antiquities.
Born about 1735, was the only son of Edward King of Norwich. He studied for a time at Clare Hall, Cambridge, as a
fellow-commoner, matriculating in 1752. In 1758 he was admitted a member of Lincoln’s Inn, and was called to the
bar in 1763. A fortune bequeathed to him by his uncle, Mr. Brown, a wholesale linen draper of Exeter, gave him
financial independence, but he regularly attended the Norfolk circuit for some years, and was appointed recorder of
King’s Lynn. King was elected fellow of the Royal Society on 14 May 1767, and Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of
London in May 1770. On the death of Jeremiah Milles in February 1784, King was elected his successor in the presidency
of the Society of Antiquaries, though on the understanding that Lord De Ferrars would assume the office on the
ensuing 23 April. King sought anyway to obtain re-election, by tactical means, but was defeated. King died on 16 April
1807, aged 72, and was buried in the churchyard at Beckenham, Kent, where his country seat was ‘The Oakery’, on
Clay Hill. His collections of prints and drawings were sold by auction in 1808.
Antiquarian works
An early paper was published in Archaeologia Vol. 6, 1782 (pp. 231-375) titled ‘A Sequel to Observations on Ancient
Castles’ and dealt with the following castles in detail: Tonbridge, Canterbury, Conisbrough, Peveril, Clifford’s Tower,
Lincoln, Tickhill, Pontefract, Newark, Harewood, Spofforth and Haddon Hall (total 73 figs and 52 plates). King’s treatise
Vestiges of Oxford Castle; or, a small fragment of a work intended to be published speedily on the History of Ancient
Castles, London, 1796, was followed by his major work entitled Munimenta Antiqua; or, Observations on ancient Castles,
including remarks on the … progress of Architecture … in Great Britain, and on the … changes in … Laws and Customs
(with Appendix), 4 vols. London, 1799–1806. The book is somewhat unreliable, but King is generally under-rated and the
content of plans and details, including his ‘Sequel’ is considered significant by antiquaries. Louis Dutens objected to King's
theories on the invention of the arch in Recherches sur le tems le plus reculé de l'usage des voûtes chez les anciens, 1805.
King anticipated this in his fourth volume by publishing, the same year, a 21pp Introduction, in which he defended his
views. Dutens continued the controversy in three more tracts; King replied in an Appendix to Munimenta Antiqua issued
in 1806. The Munimenta Antiqua is typical of King’s idiosyncratic approach to antiquarian studies but he makes a strong
case for architectural history and the close analysis of form and style (if less successfully effected). King argued that
antiquarianism was a science and that antiquarian research should therefore be conducted in accordance with scientific
models of measurement and comparison rather than being concerned with picturesque views. See also Shell-keeps
revisited: the bailey on the motte?http://www.gatehouse-gazetteer.info/csg/Shell%20Keeps-Essay-low-resRev23b.pdf

Fig. 162. Oxford Castle. Details of the motte (k), bailey, St. Georges Tower (S), chapel and crypt (c,d,x), and some speculative
placing of the curtain towers. From Edward King, Vestiges of Oxford Castle, (1796) Plate cxxxix. See: CSGJ33, 40-51.
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Oxford Castle. Drawn by Daniel Harris - Top: Fig. 163. Crypt (below D Wing), Below: Fig. 164. Well [within the motte] from
Edward King, ‘Vestiges of Oxford Castle’ (1796) pl cxxvii
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Top: Fig. 165 and Middle Fig. 166: Daniel
Harris, Ralph Agas’s View of Oxford Castle,
and a plan of St. Georges Tower and chapel,
from Edward King, ‘Vestiges of Oxford Castle’
(1796) pl. Cxxviii.
(The Agas’ view dates back to 1577 and was
engraved b 1588)
Below: Fig. 167. Daniel Harris, ‘Plans of the
Keep in Oxford Castle’ from Edward King ,
‘Vestiges of Oxford Castle’ (1796), pl. Cxxvi.

73

Antiquarian Topographical Prints 1550-1850 (As they relate to castle studies)

Fig. 168. Edward King. Tonbridge castle, 1782 from, the ‘Sequel to Observations on Ancient Castles', (published in
Archaeologia, Vol VI, Plate 30). The keep-gatehouse and motte from within the courtyard.

Fig. 169. Entrance facade of Tonbridge keep-gatehouse. Edward King. 1782, In the Sequel to Observations on Ancient
Castles - (published in Archaeologia Vol VI, Plate 35).
Fig. 170. Ground plan of the Tonbridge
keep-gatehouse, from Edward King,
1782 - in the ‘Sequel to Observations
on Ancient Castles' (Archaeologia Vol
VI, Plate 31) See CSGJ35 ‘London or
Wales? The Gatehouses at Tonbridge
and Leybourne in Context’..
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