Antiquarian Topographical Prints 1550-1850 (As they relate to castle studies)

●

John Norden (c. 1547-1625) Important surveyor, cartographer, chorographer, antiquary – includes some bird’s eye views,
e.g. Windsor. (see below). The first instalment of his chorographical project was published in 1593 as the Speculum
Britanniae: the First Parte: an Historicall, & Chorographicall Discription of Middlesex. The manuscript in the British Library
(Harleian MS 570) has corrections in Burleigh's handwriting. In 1595 he wrote a manuscript ‘Chorographical Description’ of
Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire, Wight, Guernsey and Jersey, dedicated, to Queen Elizabeth (British Library
Add. MS 21853). In 1596 he published his Preparative to the Speculum Britanniae, dedicated to Burleigh. In 1598 there
appeared the only other part of the project to reach print in his lifetime, Speculi Britaniae Pars: the Description of
Hartfordshire. He also completed accounts of five other counties in manuscript only.
In 1605 he obtained the surveyorship of the Duchy of Cornwall and in 1607, after a careful survey, he composed his
valuable Description of the Honor of Windsor, with fine maps and plans in colour, dedicated to James I. In 1612 he was
made surveyor of the royal castles in Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire, Berkshire, Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, Devon
and Cornwall; His last works were a survey of Sheriff Hutton manor, Yorks, in 1624, and England, an intended guide
for English travellers, a series of tables to accompany Speed's county maps, executed in 1625, shortly before his
death.[1] Norden's maps of London and Westminster (in his Speculum Britanniae of 1593) are the best representations
known of the English metropolis under the Tudors; his maps of Middlesex (also from the Speculum Britanniae of
1593), of Essex (1594), of Hertfordshire (1598) and of Cornwall (published in 1728; see above) are also notable. In the
last of these the roads are indicated for the first time in English cartography. Norden also executed maps of Hampshire,
Hertfordshire, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and Sussex, for the fifth edition (1607) of Camden's Britannia; and maps of
Middlesex, Essex, Sussex, Surrey and Cornwall for John Speed (1610).
Several important cartographical works are lost. These include Norden's Map ... of Battles fought in England from ... William the
Conqueror to Elizabeth, in 16 sheets, formerly in the Bodleian Gallery, Oxford, of which elements are probably preserved in the
Invasions of England, an appendix to Speed's Prospect of the most Famous Parts of the World (1635); and his View of London, in 8
sheets, made c. 1604–6, and View of London Bridge, published in 1624. An earlier View of London by Norden (1600), and an 1804
reprint of the View of London Bridge, are held in the Crace collection at the British Library.

Fig. 21. Windsor Castle by John Norden (1547-1625), dated to 1607 (Survey) (B. M Harley 3749). View from the north. An enlarged
version of the western (right) sector is found at CSGJ33, 236. Right: Portrait of John Norden c 1614.

Fig. 22. Right: John Norden’s view of Launceston Castle. 1584 from his original
notebook. It notes: ‘This triple-crowned mounte, though abandoned
retayneth its forme,. But not the fortune and favour of former times’.
Fig. 23. Above: The 1611 Cornwall copy is the one augmented and published
by John Speed, set into its landscape and titled: ‘A map of Cornwall,
‘described by the travills of John Norde’.
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Fig. 24 A 19th century facsimile of
John Norden’s plan of Exeter Rougemont castle in 1617. The
original coloured version is in the
British Library: (BL Add. 6027,
ff.80v-81) Alamy Image ID R5B009

Fig. 25. John Norden’s Prospect of
Orford Castle, 1601. © New Orford
Town Trust. / Suffolk Record Office
ref: IRO/EE5/1/11/p015.

Fig. 26 John Norden’s survey and
plan of Portchester Castle, 1609.
(The National Archive Catalogue, ref:
SP 14/48/46).
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Fig. 27. Holt Castle. ©Trustees of the British Museum, ref 1948,0214.190. View of Holt Castle from above, gate below with bridge
and castle with five towers in pentagonal shape; illustration from Henry Boswell's, 'Historical Descriptions of New and Elegant
Picturesque Views of The Antiquities of England and Wales ...', published by Alex Hogg, London, 1786. Engraving made by Peter
Mazell, (from a John Norden original (inset)). The Norden label states: ‘The plotforme and uprighte of the Castle of Lyons als Holt
Castle near the towne of Holte within the Lordship of Bromfield in the County of Denbigh as it was made in 1620 by John Norden
deputie Surveyour to Sir Richard Smith. Surveyour General to Prince Charles’. See CSGJ 29, pp. 91-99.
The drawing (inset right), British Museum Ref: 1896,1226.4. Holt castle from the north, with Chequer Tower on the bridge over moat in
front. Uncertain provenance. Possibly William Stukeley (in which case it is copied from an original, as much was destroyed in the civil wars).

16

